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From the Board President, Dori Wolfe 

Wait – I’m getting ANOTHER call from an Emersonian? Didn’t I get called last year about my 
thoughts on who might best serve on the search committee for our new settled minister? I 
thought I filled out a survey? What, the names I came up with aren’t good enough?! 
 
If questions like those are running through your head, you may not be alone! Yes, we are having a “do
-over” in the process of selecting a search committee, but not because those whose names came forward from 
the exercise last year aren’t good enough. They are perfect examples of who best to serve our church. They will 
most likely still be in the final list of 12 or so candidates we will vote on at the May 1 congregational meeting to 
arrive at a committee of 7 members. 
 
Due to three main factors, we are going to call again:  

 We needed the updated governance documents to be clear on the process. 

 We needed to be less in the throes of a pandemic that we might once again be able to meet and talk in per-
son. 

 We need to be able to truly engage and have dialogue with each household about the process, to build 
trust with each other and those we ultimately select for the search committee. 

 
Do pick up the phone, or call back when one of the 15 people from the Board, the Transition Team, and the Nominating Committee 
leaves you a message. Engage, share your thoughts, rename candidates and add new ones after having a good dialogue with your 
caller. You can name as many as you would like, including yourself. Come to church and greet others, sharing why you want to serve 
in this important capacity.  
 
This is an important step in the process of finding a settled minister. Thank you for engaging fully! 

Emerson Welcomes Afghan Refugees 

Emerson has contributed a total of $4255 to the Houston UU Afghan Refugee Fund.  Em-

erson, First UU, and Northwoods are currently assisting 2 Afghan refugee families. We 

began with one family of 8 and later added a second family of 4, thanks to the generosity 

of our congregations.  he UU Afghan Team has provided both monetary support and a 

range of “social services”.  We have assisted with school enrollments, the needs of 2 in-

fants, car rides, English learning, interface with government agencies, and internet con-

nections and electronic devices. 

Save the Date! 

On Saturday April 30, at 7 PM, famed neuroscientist, Dr. David Eagleman of Stanford University, is our featured speaker for the 

2022 Kilgore Lecture.  Dr. Eagleman hosted the acclaimed 6-part PBS series, “The Brain” and formerly taught at Rice University.  We 

are thrilled that he will be our featured speaker.  More details coming soon! 
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Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Dear Ones, 
In so many ways, this congregation is a grieving congregation 
right now.  In just the last few weeks, several mem-
bers as well as family members of members have 
died.  Each death is a tremendous loss and when so 
many come at once, the sense of loss only magni-
fies. 
 
And as if this were not enough, there is yet more 
loss present in the congregation.  Though we might 
think of grief in terms of mourning the death of a 
loved one, there are many types of losses that we grieve.  We 
grieve when we lose a relationship, whether due to a physical 
move, a divorce, or an estrangement.  We grieve when the sta-
tus of a relationship changes.  We grieve when we lose a job, 
whether due to a layoff or a job change or a retirement.  We 
grieve when we lose abilities, whether due to the normal course 
of aging or a sudden disability.  We grieve when we receive a 
medical diagnosis, such as cancer.  We grieve when a way of life 
changes and, oh, there have been so many ways in which our 
lives have changed over the last couple of years! 
 
Grief shows up in many ways.  A now long-common way of un-
derstanding grief was first articulated by Elizabeth Kubler-Ross 
as stages: anger, denial, bargaining/guilt, depression, and ac-
ceptance.  These stages may be brief or more long-lasting, they 
don’t necessarily come in any particular order, and we may visit 
and revisit them many times, or just once, in the course of our 
grieving. 
 

This congregation is, in so many ways, a grieving congregation.  
The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team (LPMT) has been working with 
Ken McLeod to lead some sessions on grief.  The first two will be 
held on March 6th and 13th and, if there is interest, more may 

come.  I hope many of you will attend. 
 
This is a time of great loss and so, I urge you all, to 
take some time to reflect on your lives and the ways 
in which you may be grieving, not all of which may 
be readily apparent or easily identified.  And I urge 
you all to take good care of yourselves.  Self-care is 
critical not just to physical health, but to emotional 
and spiritual health as well.  Sometimes, depending 

on where you are in your grief, self-care can be as simple (but 
not necessarily easy) as taking a shower or brushing your teeth 
or getting dressed for the day or sitting outside for 15 minutes.  
You can reach out to a friend or another church member or the 
LPMT or the minister.  You can spend time in meditation or do 
some writing or some art, just for yourself.  If you’d like to work 
with a therapist, the American Psychological Association has a 
great tool to help you find someone at https://locator.apa.org/ 
 
I also urge you to look out for signs of complicated grief in your-
selves and each other.  This phenomenon happens sometimes, 
especially when the loss has been traumatic.  Signs include a 
significant and unintended change in weight (loss or gain), drink-
ing, gambling, and/or drug use.  If you suspect complicated grief 
is an issue, professional help is both indicated and wise. 
 
Holding you all in my heart, 
 
Rev. Michelle  

March’s Share the 

Plate—Rutherford 

B. H. Yates Museum  

The mission of the Rutherford B. H. 
Yates Museum is to promote preser-
vation, education, archaeology, and 
research of African Diaspora history, 

focusing on the period of enslavement and post-slavery era in 
Houston’s Freedmen’s Town, the Gulf Coast Region of Texas, 
and their connections to other regions in the world. Learn more 
at www.rbhy.org. 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's 
Share the Plate, please visit this link. 

Religious Education 

For some of us, faith is a word with a whole lot of baggage--
this quote gives us another way of thinking about it. Stay 
tuned for more ideas as we engage with this month’s Soul 
Matters theme of Renewing Faith. 
 

Throughout the month we will engage through Sunday wor-
ship, on social media, and optional covenant group sessions. 
Children and youth receive family packets in the mail. 
 

Want to go deeper? Get spiritual exploration packets from 
katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

https://locator.apa.org/
https://www.rbhy.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
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You’re Invited! 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers meet every Wednesday at 11 AM. Bring your needlework, beginning or advanced, and stitch with friends, 
new and old. Email for more information. 

Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets in person on the first Monday of the month at 7 PM in Westwood Hall. Email Marci for more infor-
mation. 

The Men’s Book Group meets the third Monday of every month. The group discusses both fiction and non fiction with a penchant for mystery 
and history (view upcoming books). We limit our membership to 10. We have openings! Contact Cletus Lee for more details.  

Open Book Group - meets on the third Thursday of each month at 7 PM. The group is open to people of all gender identities who are interest-
ed in reading and discussing a variety of books and who are interested in our informal style of meeting. Contact the Valerie Blair for more in-
formation. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to social hour with fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thomsen (patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. Emerson members only.  

The Emerson Writers Salon - Meets two Fridays per month at 7 PM. Next gathering is Friday, March 4th! The first meeting of the month is a 
moderated discussion group about writing craft and writing challenges. The second meeting is a write-in; writers can bring their works-in-
progress or select a writing prompt. Fiction, nonfiction, and creative nonfiction writers at all levels are welcome and will be supported and 
encouraged. No commitment required – drop in as you like! For more, email Hilary Ritz at info@hilaryritz.com. In person and online. If joining 
virtually, please RSVP by contacting Hilary to receive the Zoom link. 

Virtual Open House - Learn what membership means at Emerson. This also presents an opportunity to learn more about growing in mind and 
spirit while deepening your sense of belonging to this beloved community. Click here to learn more! 

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sunday of the month - Contact: Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets every 4th Sunday of the month. Check for details here: https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-
earth/ and in the weekly e-blast. 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

WE ARE BACK in person and upstairs! Join us in Room 205-6 
upstairs each Sunday at 10 AM to explore a diversity of topics. 
Check weekly through the eblast for more details. We look 
forward to seeing you in person, although if you can’t join in 
person, we will have online access as well. 

March 6 – Living Fully in a COVID world – Part 1 by the Lay 
Pastoral Ministry Team 

March 13 – Living Fully in a COVID world – Part 2 by the Lay 
Pastoral Ministry Team 

March 20 – Poetry Sunday: bring some of your own poems to 
read, or your favorite poems by others  

March 27 – Some important ideas and takeaways on the 
Common Read: Defund Fear: Safety without policing, prisons, 
and punishment by Zach Norris – led by Pat Smith 

The March virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education 
committee will be on the second Tuesday, March 8, at 4 PM 
(https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear 
your ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas 
into our online Suggestion Box.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Join us in person or online on Sunday for service at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
Stay connected after the service for Social Time! 
 
March 6 – Embracing Experiments, Director of 
Religious Education Katy Carpman 
 

March 13 – Core Values: Ministry, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 
Stay tuned on our eblast for March 20th and 26th sermon 
descriptions.   

Wheel of Life 

We are saddened to inform you of the death of Ken Hillstrom, 
Linda Lord's husband. Our heartfelt condolences to Linda and 
her family during this difficult time.  

Are you interested in learning about other faiths, with field trips 
to houses of worship in the Houston area? We're beginning to 
plan something for Fall 2022 and we'd love your input! Contact 
Pat Smith at astat00@aol.com. 

Ministry for Earth—March Events 

 Sunday, March 20,  7 PM – Celebrate Spring Equinox in the 
Courtyard. 

 Saturday, March 26,  9 AM – noon - Trash Bash. Location 
TBD. 

 Saturday, April 2, 9 - noon – Emerson Campus Cleanup 

Emerson’s revamped Membership Committee wants your input! 

MemCom’s monthly meeting is open to anyone, and will last from 11 AM to 1 PM on Zoom. If you’ve got questions or want to 
attend, email audrey@emersonhouston.org. Our meetings will be at the same time every 3rd Wednesday from 
January through May. If this slot doesn’t work for you, but you would still like to join, please let Audrey know so we 
can include you when we set the schedule for June, July, and August. 

mailto:stitchers@emersonhouston.org
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:openbookgroup@emersonhouston.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
mailto:info@hilaryritz.com
https://emersonhouston.org/event/virtual-open-house/2022-02-13/
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime
mailto:astat00@aol.com
mailto:audrey@emersonhouston.org


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 

 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town. Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giv-

ing, no need to change. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM in-person and 
online: https://emersonhouston.org/
SundayService. Social time will be https://
emersonhouston.org/SocialTime 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website  
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, March 15 

 «AddressBlock» 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
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