
 

 

DECEMBER  2021 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Winter Solstice 

Tuesday, December 21 at 7:30 PM in Westwood Hall. Join this celebration for all ages, a family-friendly 
evening of music, readings, and candlelight. Our service includes lighting a circle of candles as music moves 
us from the dark silence of the quiet earth to a hopeful call for the return of the sun.  If you’d like to be part 
of the service, please email Ann at ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. Emerson’s COVID covenant will 
apply (masks, distancing, “air hugs,” and so on). Hosted by Ministry for Earth. 

Congregational Meetings—Save the Dates! 

• Sunday, December 5 after the service: Congregational Meeting on Constitution 
& Bylaws 

• Sunday, January 16, 2022 after the service: Informational Meeting on Budget 

 
Plan Ahead: Annual Meeting is on January 30, 2022. Anyone who has been a mem-
ber for at least ninety days has a vote. ***Annual Reports are due January 4, 2022 
by e-mail to alejandra@emersonhouston.org.***  

Please note: As you make your Year-End Contributions, the rule is that a contribu-
tion is effective when delivered. This means a check received in the church offering 
in January 2022 cannot be deducted for tax purposes in 2021, even if it is backdat-
ed to 2021. However, checks that are mailed and postmarked in 2021 are deducti-
ble in 2021, even if not received until 2022.  

December’s Share the Plate—Benevolence Fund 

Administered by the Minister, the Fund provides immediate financial assistance to members of the congregation or the community 
who are experiencing a financial emergency. People who receive assistance are also encouraged to take advantage of the network of 
social support organizations, but sometimes there is no substitute for an immediate small monetary gift and - “no questions asked”. 
It can mean the difference between someone making it through a difficult stretch or slipping further behind. Please give generously 
so that Emerson can continue to have a positive impact on people’s immediate well-being.  
 

For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share the Plate, please visit this 
link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

December is a month of holidays.  Hanukkah.  The Winter Sol-

stice.  Christmas.  Kwanzaa.  New Year’s Eve.  It is a season of 

waiting and it is a season of joy.  Or it is “supposed to be” a sea-

son of joy.  But what if we don’t feel joyful?  What if 

we are actually grieving? 

Our Soul Matters theme for this month is 

“Opening to Joy”.    That is a quite different 

theme than “Joy”.  For some of us, we will 

naturally and easily open to joy.  For others of 

us, it will take some effort on our part.  Per-

haps you are expecting the birth of a child, or 

you will be seeing family or friends for the 

first time in a couple of years.  Maybe you have children to cele-

brate the holidays with or your personality is naturally bubbly.  

In these cases, joy may come fairly easily, unbidden.  Or perhaps 

you are grieving, and this will be the first time you will celebrate 

a holiday without a loved one.  Maybe the pandemic is pre-

venting you from visiting with family and friends, or you feel 

lonely, or you are struggling with your mental health, or you’ve 

recently been diagnosed with a new illness.  In these cases, joy 

may feel a little distant or even unreachable. 

No matter your personal circumstances, I encourage you to un-

dertake a spiritual practice of opening to joy, or more joy, this 

holiday season.  Even in the saddest or most tragic 

of circumstances, there are places where joy can 

be found: in a humorous memory of a now de-

ceased loved one, in those few photos that some-

how survived the natural disaster, in the one re-

maining friend who stayed by your side, or even 

with a simple walk through nature.  Opening to joy 

might take some effort, perhaps even, some sig-

nificant reframing of your thought processes, but 

it is possible.  I think of joy as kind of like sunlight, it comes in 

wherever there are cracks in the wall. 

What spiritual practices help you open to joy?  How might your 

community of faith help you to do so?  How might you help 

someone else? 

I wish each and every one of you a (more) joyful season, 

Rev. Michelle 

Your Constitution and Bylaws 

By Martin Estill, Board President 
 
On Sunday, December 5th, a congregational meeting has been called to vote upon a new Constitution and Bylaws.  When Rev. Sam 
Schaal joined Emerson as an interim minister several years ago, one of the items he noted as important in preparing for a new minis-
ter search is the review and organizing of all governing documents (Constitution, Bylaws and Policies).  It is important for these docu-
ments to be consistent, well organized and current as a reflection of the health of our congregation.  
 
Since then a Governance Task Force, Governance Committee and the Board have worked to create a new version of the Constitution 
and Bylaws.  The new documents along with a number of supporting material have been shared with congregational members.  
Please review these for an explanation of what has changed and why.  Four town hall meetings have been called with members for 
the Board and the Governance Committee available to answer questions.  Two of the town halls are in person, the second one being 
Sunday, November 21st after service, and two will be on Zoom, Thursday, November 18th and December 2nd at 7 PM.  
 
To all of Emerson, we look forward to seeing everyone in person or on Zoom at one of the town hall meetings and at our congrega-
tional meeting on December 5th. 

Religious Education 

 
When you are in despair, what pulls you free? Have you ever been caught unaware by 
wonder and joy? This month, let us look for joy, even and perhaps especially, when life 
feels rough and complicated. 
 
Our December Soul Matters theme is Opening to Joy. Throughout the month we will 
engage through Sunday worship, on social media, and optional covenant group ses-
sions. Children and youth receive family packets in the mail. 
 
Want to go deeper? Get spiritual exploration packets from katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com


 

 

Emerson Events 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers meet in person every 
Wednesday at 11 AM in Westwood Hall. Bring your needle-
work, beginning or advanced, and stitch with friends, new and 
old. Email for more information. 

Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets in person on the first 
Monday of the month at 7 PM in Westwood Hall. Email Marci 
for more information. 

The Men’s Book Group meets the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both fiction and non fiction with a 
penchant for mystery and history (view upcoming books). We 
limit our membership to 10. Due to the departure of some in 
our membership, we have openings for the first time in several 
years! If you would like to participate, please contact Cletus 
Lee for more details.  

Open Book Group - meets on the third Thursday of each month 
at 7 PM. The group is open to people of all gender identities 
who are interested in reading and discussing a variety of books 
and who are interested in our informal style of meeting. Next 
Meeting: Thursday, December 16 | Contact the Valerie Blair for 
more information. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to social hour with 
fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If interested, contact 
Mary Ann Rusk (mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thomsen 
(patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. Emerson members only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what membership means at Emer-
son. This also presents an opportunity to learn more about 
growing in mind and spirit while deepening your sense of be-
longing to this beloved community. If you are considering join-
ing Emerson, please join us virtually on Sunday, December 19 at 
12:30 PM.  

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sunday of the month - 
Contact: Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets every 4th Sunday of the month. 
Visit Emerson’s MFE page for more information. 
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Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We’re back!! We are grateful to be able to join in community both in 
person in Westwood Hall and virtually via Zoom each Sunday to 
explore a diversity of topics during the 10 AM sessions. Join us as you 
are able! 
 
12/5: If you could plan your own memorial service, what would it be 
like? – Pat Smith  
12/12: History of greening up our campus – Ann May 
12/19: Poetry for the Holidays – Larry Kelly 
12/26: “Jesus never had to grow old” by Toastmaster extraordinaire 
Sandy Murphree 
 
The December virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education 
committee will be on the second Tuesday, December 14, at 4 PM
(https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear your 
ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our 
online Suggestion Box.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Join us in-person or online on Sunday for service at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 

Social time after the service:  

https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime  

  

12/5: Spiritual Tool Boxes with Rev. Michelle LaGrave - We will decorate 

our Sanctuary for the holidays and bring cookies for after the service! 

12/12: Holiday Music Service 

12/19:  Soul Matters: Opening to Joy with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

12/24: Carols and Candles: Christmas Eve Service at 5:30 PM, outdoors 

at Emerson and online, yes, there will be live singing! 

12/26: Sunday service with Pulpit Guest Bill Hammons 

mailto:stitchers@emersonhouston.org
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:openbookgroup@emersonhouston.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 

meetup.com/

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town. Choose to pay on your pledge or give 
to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM in-person and 
online: https://emersonhouston.org/
SundayService. Social time will be https://
emersonhouston.org/SocialTime 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
HOLIDAY DEADLINE 
Tuesday, December 14 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
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