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OCTOBER 2021 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

In-Person Worship Resuming October 24th! 

The day we have all been waiting for is approaching! Emerson will open the campus for in-person worship 
on October 24. We are asking that all attendees adhere to the following precautions: 
-All attendees must wear a face mask while inside the building. 
-All attendees are asked to physically distance; the building interiors will be marked with signs and we will 
take advantage of our spacious sanctuary, with every other pew available. 
- All attendees are encouraged to greet each other with verbal affirmations and "air hugs" instead of physi-
cal touch.  
- All attendees are asked to socialize outdoors, not in the Gathering Place. Masks are optional outside. While interacting with others 
outside, maintain physical distance and stick with “air hugs” and verbal affirmations.  
- If you have any suspicion that you might be coming down with something, please worship with us from home. 
 
We strongly encourage full vaccination, as it is the best defense from severe COVID-19. And we know our youngest Emersonians and 
those with complicated medical situations are not yet able to be vaccinated. As a community of caring, it is important that we layer 
protections to keep all of us as safe as possible. 
 
For those of you not quite ready to return, don't worry. We will livestream worship services and will continue to offer other virtual 
programming.  
 
We know that many of you are wondering about other Emerson programs and when they can return. We have learned from other 

congregations that taking things one-step-at-a-time allows us to ensure we can get our programs up and 
running smoothly. Our first step is worship in person. Our choir staff will begin livestreaming practices this 
month as well, but choir members will remain at home. Our next step is to bring back adult religious educa-
tion followed by social time. We don't have an exact timeline at this point; however the plan is to bring 
these programs back in person as soon as we can.  
 
We will keep you updated on any changes. We look forward to seeing you soon! 
 
COVID-19 Taskforce 

Share the Plate 

Nominations for 

2022  

The Outreach Committee is asking 
Emerson members to submit their 
nominations for the 2022 recipi-
ents of 
our Share the Plate monthly offer-
ings. The deadline is November 
15th.  Nomination forms are avail-
able online on the church web-
site along with guidelines. 

Pop-Up Campus 

Cleaning 

Convenient Schedule: Come when you 
can and work on your own. 

Pop-Up Cleaning Days: Email Dori if 
you’re available for last-minute schedul-
ing. 

Company & Camaraderie on Scheduled 
Days: Saturday, Oct. 9, 10 AM -12 noon, 
outside (Ann). Sunday, Oct.17, 2 - 4 PM, 
inside Sanctuary (Dori).  To-Do lists will 
be posted at Delaney Hall doors. 

Join in Rebuilding 

Together Houston 

October 16 or 23 

For many years Emerson has joyfully assist-
ed in Rebuilding Together Houston, 
by  fielding teams to repair and re-paint the 
homes of low income and often elderly 
Houstonians. In Fall, 2021 Emerson and First 
UU have decided to pool our expertise and 
efforts in projects on Saturday, October 16 
and 23. Join us if you can and let us know at 
socialaction@emersonhouston.org. 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
mailto:dori.wolfe@gmail.com
mailto:abmat11@gmail.com
mailto:dori.wolfe@gmail.com
mailto:socialaction@emersonhouston.org
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Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

With the turn of the season from summer to fall, and the 

change in temperature from blistering hot to hot, activity has 

begun to increase in the church buildings and on the church 

grounds.  New equipment has been installed that will allow us 

to livestream the worship services, volunteers have begun learn-

ing the new system, and we expect to have had our 

first livestreamed service by the time you read this.  

The Board has set priorities for re-opening the church 

with livestreamed choir rehearsals (staff from church 

with choir singing from their homes), livestreamed 

and in-person worship services starting on October 

24th, Zoom and in-person Adult RE shortly thereafter, 

and then finally adding in-person social hour to post-

worship Sunday mornings.  After those pieces are in 

place, more will come.  Everything we have heard has advised us 

to re-open one piece at a time so that we could do each thing 

well.  Even so, there will be lots of mistakes and new learning 

taking place all along the way.  Our goal is, Katy Carpman put it, 

“Connection Not Perfection.”  

 

We have entered a new phase of learning how to deal with the 

challenges set before us.  We will not be returning to the pre-

pandemic “before times”.  Our world, our churches, our lives 

have irrevocably changed.  Zoom and other like services are with 

us to stay.  Some events will remain on Zoom.  Some events will 

be livestreamed.  Some events will incorporate both in-person 

and online components.  All the while, we will work to get better 

at what we do so that we might continue to widen the circle of 

inclusion ever more.  Increased accessibility is an important 

goal, and yet, there will be bumps in the road and mistakes 

made.  One thing we are learning right now is that closed 

captioning is not as easily done on YouTube as it was on 

Zoom.  We will get there, of course.  Your staff and fellow 

church members have been working incredibly hard.  And 

there will be even more opportunities for you to help 

soon!  Look for upcoming outdoor and indoor workdays, 

for example.  Or come to the Gala (on Zoom) and bid on 

some favorite items or to fund-a-need.  And, yes, there 

are inexpensive items you can bid on, too – in this community, 

all are welcome, and all are needed!  Or do both! 

 

There are many things to be excited about at church, right now.  

For me, the opportunity to meet more of you in person tops the 

list!  I hope you’ll discover something that excites you, too. 

 

With Love, 

 

Rev. Michelle 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during the 10 AM sessions via Zoom. We 
encourage you to check out the weekly E-Blast for updates as we live in changeable times. Join us as you are able! 
 
Oct. 3 – Russian Culture and Religion – led by Mike Condit  
Oct. 10 – Unitarian Universalists for Justice in the Middle East (UUJME) with guest speaker Dana Ashrawi from 
the Tapestry UU Church 
Oct. 17 – Teaming up for Justice Volunteer Opportunities for Emersonians – social justice, rebuilding teams, 
starting at church and reaching out – panel discussion moderated by Ellen Norton.  
Oct. 24 – If you could read your own obituary, what would you want to say?– led by Pat Smith  
Oct. 31 – Cultivating relationships with our ancestors – led by Lisa Rockett 
 
The October virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education committee will be on the second Tuesday, October 12, at 4 PM  
(https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear your ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our 
online Suggestion Box.  

Religious Education 

Who was your best friend when you were a child? How have your relationships 
changed through the years? How have they been changed in these pandemic times? 
What helps you to strengthen your relationships? 
 

As we prepare to come back to in-person worship services, our October Soul Matters 
theme is Cultivating Relationship.  
 

Throughout the month we will engage through Sunday worship, on social media, and 
optional covenant group sessions. Children and youth receive family packets in the 
mail. 
 

Want to go deeper? Get spiritual exploration packets from katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
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Emerson Events 
 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers 
meet virtually every Wednesday at 
11 AM. Bring your needlework, be-
ginning or advanced, and stitch with 
friends, new and old. http://
emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 

Beginner's Meditation Group - 
Meets in person on the first Monday 
of the month at 7 PM in Westwood 
Hall. Email Marci for more infor-
mation. 

The Third Monday Book Club meets 
regularly the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both 
fiction and non fiction with a pen-
chant for mystery and history. We 
limit our membership to 10. If you 
would like to participate, please con-
tact Cletus Lee to be added to a 
waiting list.  

A list of the upcoming books can be 
found on line at https://
bit.ly/3aOoqb3 

Open Book Group - meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 
PM. The group is open to people of 
all gender identities who are interest-
ed in reading and discussing a variety 
of books and who are interested in 
our informal style of meeting. Next 
Meeting: Thursday, October 21 | 
Contact the Valerie Blair for more 
information. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. 
Come to social hour with fellow Em-
ersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If 
interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thom-
sen (patthom75@att.net) for an invi-
tation. Emerson members only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what 
membership means at Emerson. This 
also presents an opportunity to learn 
more about growing in mind and 
spirit while deepening your sense of 
belonging to this beloved communi-
ty. If you are considering joining Em-
erson, please join us virtually  on 
Sunday, October 17 at 12:30 PM.  

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - 
Third Sunday of the month - Contact: 
Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets every 
4th Sunday of the month. Visit Emer-
son’s MFE page for more infor-
mation. 

Wheel of Life 
Ken McLeod is healing and doing well after his arm/shoulder 

surgery. He is now able to drive again! 

Our longtime church member Anna Louise Bruner is moving 

to Hunstsville, TX to be closer to her nephew. She will contin-

ue to attend online worship services at Emerson! We send 

her our best wishes as she settles in to her new place. 

 

Betsy and Gabe Gelb are moving to Seattle probably in November. Betsy will retire at 

the end of December. We wish both the best of luck on their move to a new city! 

Kay Kamas is also moving! We do not know of a set date but she is looking forward to 

being closer to her older sister, son, daughter-in-law and her granddaughter in Austin, 

TX.  We wish you all the best!  

Susan Green reported on her Facebook that she's retired and moved to Pennsylvania!  

Wishing you lots of happiness in your new home.  

October Share the Plate 

HAWC provides safety and comprehensive, life-saving services to survivors of domestic and 
sexual violence, empowering individuals, families, and communities to transform trauma, 
achieve independence, and stop abuse before it happens. 
 
At HAWC, they believe in a future defined by safe relationships and caring families, when 
entire communities thrive free from violence. Learn more.  
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this 
link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
Social time will be https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime  
  
10/3 - Now More Than Ever with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 

10/10 - with the Rev. Dr. Anita Farber-Robertson  

 

10/17 - Exploring Our Values: Caring with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 

10/24 - Gathering Together Again For the First Time with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 

10/31 - Everyone is invited to wear a costume to church!, with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:openbookgroup@emersonhouston.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://hawc.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. Social time 
will be https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, October 19 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

