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Time for a Homecoming 

By Martin Estill, Board President 
 

This coming Sunday, October 24th, for the first time in a very 
long time, we will have a service in person from 1900 Bering 
Drive. Our service will be in person in the Sanctuary for the first 
time in a year and a half. The service will continue to be live 
streamed for if you do not attend in person. 
 

During the past 18+ months: 
 

• COVID 19 Task Force has worked to make recommendations 
that would keep all of us safe and aware of the latest guide-
lines from reliable health care leaders. Thank you. 

• Our minister and staff have continued to support the con-
gregation as a whole and those with requests for individual 
support. Thank you. 

• All our committees, task forces, liaisons and volunteers con-
tinued to do the work of our church. Thank you. 

• Volunteers prepared the church for our safe return and 
cared for it in our absence. Thank you. 

• The Board has worked to act as our agents to keep us mov-
ing forward on many fronts so that we could come back 
together again. Thank you. 

 
To all of Emerson, we look forward to seeing everyone in person 
or in live stream at our service on Sunday. 
 
Welcome home. 

Share the Plate 

Nominations  

for 2022  

The Outreach Committee is 
asking Emerson members to 
submit their nominations for 
the 2022 recipients of 
our Share the Plate monthly 
offerings. The deadline 
is November 15th.  

Nomination forms are availa-
ble online on the church 
website along with guide-
lines. 

The Nominations Committee 

The Nominations Committee needs a large pool of 
potential nominees for its work to nominate candi-
dates for congregational election of three positions on 
the Board of Trustees, 3 Nominations Committee posi-
tions, 1 Outreach Committee position, and 8 positions 
on the Minister Search Committee. Please submit 
names of potential nominees (yourself or others you 
want to suggest) to  
nominations@emersonhouston.org  by November 3. 
 
If you would like to know more about these positions 
and/or submit names of potential nominees (either 
yourself or others you propose), please send an email 
to nominations@emersonhouston.org by Novem-
ber 3. 

A Letter from Adrian Rodriguez. Click here to read. Make sure to  

scroll to the bottom of the blog post and share your message with Adrian! 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
mailto:nominations@emersonhouston.org
mailto:nominations@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/a-letter-from-adrian-rodriguez/
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Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Ch…Ch…Ch…Changes, so goes the lyrics to a popular song, 

though as I sit here to write to all of you I can’t remember any of 

the other words.  Ch…Ch…Ch…Changes is stuck in my head on a 

repeating loop that feels never-ending.  The closer we get to 

more fully reopening the church buildings and grounds, the 

more abundant the changes seem and the clearer 

it becomes that we will never return to the pre-

pandemic “Before Times” in just the same way 

we left them.  A liturgy that now reads more like 

a movie script.  Pews that are ribboned-off.  

Greeters offering masks and hand sanitizer.  Reo-

pening task force members measuring distances 

with 6-foot-long sticks.  Stationary offering boxes.  

Outdoor social hour.  Swaying and snapping to hymns.  Multiple 

cameras aimed at the chancel.  Stage directions for worship 

leaders.  Chyrons for the tech team.  Virtual hugs and waves and 

vaccinations.  Changes abound.  And with those changes come 

feelings of loss and its attendant, grief.  I know this.  And I think 

you do, too. 

 

What we may not be paying enough attention to is that with 

these changes, growth, and the potential for transformation, 

also comes.  Many have used the pandemic time to go deep in 

self-examination and have discerned a desire to alter their life’s 

course, changing careers, going back to school, moving to a new 

part of the country, or placing a higher value on spending time 

with family.  We have re-thought the ways we work and meet 

and gather together in person and online, for work and with 

family and friends, and in community.  Values and priorities 

have shifted.  Almost everyone has learned new skills. 

 

Though most of us have survived the pandemic thus far, many 

of us grieve the deaths of friends and colleagues and family 

members.  Everyone has suffered with at least some level of 

pandemic fatigue and many have experienced 

exacerbated symptoms of mental illness and/or 

poverty and/or oppression.  I honor the grief and 

fatigue inherent in all of this. 

 

And yet.  And yet, there is much for us to feel 

grateful.  We are, slowly, coming back together 

again in person with all of our new learnings and 

new growth.  We have been changed.  We are poised on the 

brink of a new era, for ourselves, our churches, our world.  As 

we enter into this season of Thanksgiving, there is much I am 

grateful for, most especially a wonderfully collaborative and 

creative staff, and a deeply caring congregation.  As you reflect 

on your lives and your liberal religious community, for what are 

you grateful for? 

 

With Love and In Thanksgiving, 

 

Rev. Michelle   

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

Emerson is reopening its church buildings in stages, taking time and effort and care to ensure our safety when we return in person. 
As a result, our Adult Religious Education is pausing and will not meet on November 7. Watch in the weekly E-Blast for updates on 
when Adult RE will be regrouping, with multi-platform classes for those unable to join in person. In the meantime, please use 
this link to view some inspiring and informative TED Talks, as well as information about Unitarian Universalism. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Join us in-person or online on Sunday for service at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 

Social time after the service:  

https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime  

  

11/7 - The Good, The Bad, The UUs - Pulpit Guest Mark Holt 

11/14 - Exploring Our Core Values: Integrity - Rev. Michelle LaGrave - This 

congregation has lifted up Integrity as one of its core values.  What does it 

mean for a community to have integrity? 

11/21 - Thanksgiving Service - Rev. Michelle LaGrave - There are times in 

our lives when difficult, or even tragic, circumstances serve to amplify our 

feelings of gratitude.  Come join us for a joyful and worshipful expression 

of thank-fullness! 

11/28 - Stay tuned on our eblast for updates! 

We greatly enjoyed the October 31st worship service! 

https://emersonhouston.org/hiatusare/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime


 

 

Emerson Events 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers 
meet in person every Wednesday at 
11 AM in Westwood Hall. Bring your 
needlework, beginning or ad-
vanced, and stitch with friends, new 
and old. Email for more infor-
mation. 

Beginner's Meditation Group - 
Meets in person on the first Mon-
day of the month at 7 PM in West-
wood Hall. Email Marci for more 
information. 

The Men’s Book Group meets the 
third Monday of every month. The 
group discusses both fiction and 
non fiction with a penchant for mys-
tery and history (view upcoming 
books). We limit our membership to 
10. Due to the departure of some in 
our membership, we have openings 
for the first time in several years! If 
you would like to participate, please 
contact Cletus Lee for more details.  

Open Book Group - meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 
PM. The group is open to people of 
all gender identities who are inter-
ested in reading and discussing a 
variety of books and who are inter-
ested in our informal style of 
meeting. Next Meeting: Thursday, 
November 18 | Contact the Valerie 
Blair for more information. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-
in. Come to social hour with fellow 
Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. 
If interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat 
Thomsen (patthom75@att.net) for 
an invitation. Emerson members 
only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what 
membership means at Emerson. 
This also presents an opportunity to 
learn more about growing in mind 
and spirit while deepening your 
sense of belonging to this beloved 
community. If you are considering 
joining Emerson, please join us vir-
tually on Sunday, November 21 at 
12:30 PM.  

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - 
Third Sunday of the month - Con-
tact: Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets 
every 4th Sunday of the month. Visit 
Emerson’s MFE page for 
more information. 
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Wheel of Life 
Mim and Ed Freiter’s daughter, Christy, passed away on the morning of 

October 17th. We send our heartfelt condolences. 

Religious Education 

Who helped make you? Which ances-
tor do you know the most about? The 
least? If you could sit down with your 
ancestors, what might you ask them? 
 

Our November Soul Matters theme is 
Holding History. Throughout the 
month we will engage through Sun-
day worship, on social media, and 
optional covenant group sessions. Children and youth receive family packets in the mail. 
Want to go deeper? Get spiritual exploration packets from katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

November Share the Plate— 

Carrizo/Comecrudo Tribe of Texas 

The Carrizo/Comecrudo people lived along the South Texas Rio 
Grande delta. Regardless of the lack of culture and tribal understand-
ing, of written historical data, the so called dependency factor, ap-
parent genocide and Christian conversion, the Carrizo/Comecrudo 
still survived the occupation of their homelands and spiritual souls. All donations will help 
them in fulfilling their mission. Read about their mission here. 
 

For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this 
link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Ministry for Earth - Climate Action is Needed Now! 

Please ask your elected representatives to support renewable energy. (see website for details)  
 

Sunday, Nov. 7 - 12:30 to 1:30 PM - Vigil for COP26 Climate Summit, on the sidewalk in front 
of Emerson.  Urge leaders to  take meaningful action to reduce carbon emissions. Wednesday, 
Nov. 3 - 1 to 3 PM at Emerson. Group art project! Make signs & banners for the vigil.  
 

Sunday, Nov. 28, 3 PM – Amplify the voices of Indigenous peoples in the struggle for 
sovereignty and climate justice. Watch The Condor & the Eagle on your own; meet virtually to 
discuss on Nov. 28.  

Now More Than Ever 

Stewardship Campaign in Full Swing 

Now More Than Ever we have excitement at Emerson with the in-person 
worship service starting on October 24th. 

Now More Than Ever is the time to take advantage of one of this year’s 
special incentive programs funded by five anonymous donors who will contribute up to 
$60,000 in matching funds. Find out more about incentive programs! 

Now More Than Ever our church provides spiritual nourishment to continue our personal 
spiritual journeys, to tackle the injustices we find in our community, and to help bend the 
moral arc towards justice and equality. 

Now More Than Ever, but before November 19, 2021, its time to complete the pledge form 
(and payment form if needed) and return it to Emerson office as noted on the form: https://
emersonhouston.org/printable-pledge-form/ 

mailto:stitchers@emersonhouston.org
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:openbookgroup@emersonhouston.org
mailto:openbookgroup@emersonhouston.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
http://www.carrizocomecrudonation.com/donate.html
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://mailchi.mp/48587fc53f80/now-more-than-ever-stewardship-campaign-in-full-swing?e=36dbdb0c8f
https://emersonhouston.org/printable-pledge-form/
https://emersonhouston.org/printable-pledge-form/


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Worship 

—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM in-person and 
online: https://emersonhouston.org/
SundayService. Social time will be https://
emersonhouston.org/SocialTime 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
HOLIDAY DEADLINE 
Friday, November 12 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime
https://emersonhouston.org/SocialTime
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

