
 

 

the emersonian the emersonian 

SEPTEMBER 2021 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

What comes to mind when you think of simple? How about elegant?  Can something be both at the same time? 

 

Find out in October when Emerson rolls out an unassuming--but classy--red carpet for our annual auction and on-line gala, “Simple 
Yet Elegant,” Saturday, October 2, 7-8:30 PM. 

 

Choose your simple or elegant style for the evening: Jeans or evening wear? Chips and queso or pate with crudites? Iced tea or sin-
gle-malt Scotch? The choices are all yours! 

 

The evening will feature good conversation, entertainment, lots to bid on, some new and usual items that won’t take up space in 
your closet or on your calendar, and a new way to support the auction even if somebody outbids you on the item you thought you 

couldn’t live without. 

 

But simple as it seems…it can’t be elegant without YOU! We need you to: 

 

Be there! Mark your calendar now and RSVP at https://www.emersonhouston.org/gala. 

A fun Saturday night with no tickets, no parking, no concession stands! 

 

Be a sponsor! Sponsors at the $100, $500 and $1000 levels will receive special recognition. Fill out the electronic form or print and 
send via email. 

 

Donate! Got a condo or Astro tickets? Willing to provide airport shuttle service or babysitting? Be creative! Every item makes the 
auction more fun! (Not to mention that it adds to the bottom line.) It only takes a few minutes to complete the quick and easy elec-

tronic form or print and email back to us!  

 

Get in the middle of the fun! The Auction Committee can always use more great ideas and willing hands. If you can help, contact 
auction chair Dori Wolfe at dori.wolfe@gmail.com. 

 

Questions?  Email the auction committee at auction@emersonhouston.org. 

 

 

 

Forms available online at www.emersonhouston.org/gala 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://www.emersonhouston.org/gala
https://forms.gle/DFiEyiLD9m6V8sCc7
https://emersonhouston.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Gala-SPONSOR-Form-Updated.docx
mailto:auction@emersonhouston.org
https://forms.gle/qETGHTpNsiockedy7
https://forms.gle/qETGHTpNsiockedy7
https://emersonhouston.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Gala-Entry-Form-.docx
mailto:auction@emersonhouston.org
mailto:dori.wolfe@gmail.com
mailto:auction@emersonhouston.org
http://www.emersonhouston.org/gala
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Welcome to a New Church Year 

Greetings, everyone, and welcome to a new church year.  I am 
happy and excited to be with you for another year of ministry, 
even as our world faces new and bigger challenges and grief 
seems to remain ever-present.  

 

You have probably heard by now that the Board, upon recom-
mendation from the Re-Opening Task Force, has decided to 
postpone the Re-Opening/Homecoming celebration we had 
hoped to have on September 12th.  I know that this news is not 
simply disappointing but is heartbreaking as well.  Many of you 
have shared that you are experiencing a range of emotions with 
this newest, and worst yet, spike of COVID-19 in Houston, from 
anger that things didn’t have to get this bad, to disappointment, 
to fatigue.  I am with you and share your grief. 

 

And so, this is probably a good time to remind you that we know 
how to do this now, as much as we might not want to, and that 
the staff, the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team, and myself, are all 
here for you as needed.  Please reach out.  We are here to pro-
vide the comfort and support you need to care for your spiritual 

lives and to guide you toward any resources you may need be-
yond our areas of expertise. 

 

And rest assured, that we are working hard to keep this congre-
gation connected and vibrant, even as we keep each other and 
our wider community safer by keeping the buildings closed for a 
little while longer.  A sub-team of the Board has been tasked 
with working on congregational connections and the member-
ship committee has been working hard at finding a membership 
coordinator while our former and new music directors have 
been working to transition us to live streaming directly from the 
Sanctuary, a move that will enable us to share some live music 
with you even before the buildings are open.   

 

In other words, even amongst the grief, there is hope.  We will 
be together again, or for some of us, for the first time, and we 
will celebrate when the time is right. 

 

With Love, 

 

Rev. Michelle 

Religious Education 

Have you ever done something you thought was impossible? What did it take 
to get to possibility? 
 
In this strange time of uncertainty and waiting, our September Soul Matters 
theme is Embracing Possibility. 
 
Throughout the month we will engage through Sunday worship, on social me-
dia, and optional covenant group sessions. Children and youth receive family 
packets in the mail. 
 
Want to go deeper? Get spiritual exploration packets from 
katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during 
the virtual 10 AM sessions. Join us as you are able! 
 

• 9/ 5 – Labor Day – Learn about this month’s Share the Plate organization Justice Forward in a 
recorded interview with Gabe Gelb, followed by discussion facilitated by Pat Smith. 

• 9/12 – Log IN from OUTdoors – Have you ever taken your laptop or phone outdoors for our 
Sunday morning sessions? Give it a try this Sunday – our picnic table to yours! (Obviously, you 
can still log in from your desktop inside if you prefer!) 

• 9/19 – Book Talent Show – Share about a book you have read recently that you loved! **Are you 
interested in taking part in a book exchange later this fall? 

• 9/26 – Poetry Sunday – Bring a poem you’ve written, or one you wish you’d written! 
 
The September virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education committee will be on the second 
Tuesday, September 14, at 4 PM (https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear your 
ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our online Suggestion Box.  

Life Crisis File 

Early in August the Rev. 
Carmen Emerson gave 
us good guidance for 
end of life conversations 
and decisions - did you 
know that Emerson has 
a file to help you 
through the process? 
 
Click here to get 
started!  

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://forms.gle/iZiZYPBFFfvmNX9DA
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Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
  
9/5- Baby, We Need a Barn-Raising with Pulpit Guest, Rev. Erin Walter 
Pandemic isolation has had a deep impact on mental health and community dynamics. How 
can we care for each other and show up with authenticity — virtually or in person -- in this 
evolving, second year of a global pandemic? Rev. Erin Walter reflects on spiritual resources 
for mental health and our calling to community care, drawing inspiration from music, Mr. 
Rogers, and more. 

 

9/12 -  Official Start of the New Church Year with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

 

9/19 - Soul Matters: Embracing Possibility with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 

9/26 - Core Values—Community with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Emerson Events 
 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers 
meet virtually every Wednesday at 
11 AM. Bring your needlework, be-
ginning or advanced, and stitch with 
friends, new and old. http://
emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 

Beginner's Meditation Group - 
Meets in person on the first Monday 
of the month at 7 PM in Westwood 
Hall. Email Marci for more infor-
mation. 

The Third Monday Book Club meets 
regularly the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both 
fiction and non fiction with a pen-
chant for mystery and history. We 
limit our membership to 10. If you 
would like to participate, please con-
tact Cletus Lee to be added to a 
waiting list.  

A list of the upcoming books can be 
found on line at https://
bit.ly/3aOoqb3 

Open Book Group - meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 
PM. The group is open to people of 
all gender identities who are interest-
ed in reading and discussing a variety 
of books and who are interested in 
our informal style of meeting. Next 
Meeting: Thursday, September 16 | 
Contact the office for more infor-
mation. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. 
Come to social hour with fellow Em-
ersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If 
interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thom-
sen (patthom75@att.net) for an invi-
tation. Emerson members only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what 
membership means at Emerson. This 
also presents an opportunity to learn 
more about growing in mind and 
spirit while deepening your sense of 
belonging to this beloved communi-
ty. If you are considering joining Em-
erson, please join us virtually  on 
Sunday, September 19 at 12:30 PM.  

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - 
Third Sunday of the month - Contact: 
Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets every 
4th Sunday of the month. Visit Emer-
son’s MFE page for more infor-
mation. 

Wheel of Life 
Ken McLeod continues to improve at home from surgery for a broken 

arm/shoulder. 

Former Emerson minister, the Rev. Jan Vickery Knost, passed away peacefully at home 

in Charlestown, Rhode Island, on Sunday, August 22, 2021, with his beloved wife of 60 

years at his side.  

 

Ordained as a Unitarian minister in 1961, he built a beautiful career of ministry to oth-

ers, serving various congregations in Rhode Island, Massachusetts, New Jersey, Texas, 

Florida and New Mexico, only finally retiring from active ministry in 2016. 

View full obituary 

September Share the Plate 

Justice Forward was founded as 
a Social Justice Task Force in 
2003 by members of Emerson 
Unitarian Universalist Church. 
The organization was incorpo-
rated as an independent non-
profit, the Harris County Drug 
Court Foundation (HCDCF), in 
2006. Their original mission was 
to help individuals with non-violent, addiction-related offenses who participated in and 
graduated from Harris County’s STAR Drug Court to return to society and lead productive 
lives by funding various additional support services. Since 2006, HCDCF has provided ser-
vices to over 700 individuals. 
 
In 2020, Harris County Drug Court Foundation became Justice Forward as we expanded our 
mission to work with all 18 Harris County Specialty Courts. Our innovative program provides 
funds for transitional housing, counseling, employment and education assistance and other 
essential services that contribute to lowering recidivism rates and increasing family reunifi-
cation rates, and in the process delivering fiscal savings to Texas taxpayers. Learn more. 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this 
link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:admin@emersonhouston.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/bostonglobe/name/jan-knost-obituary?pid=199905382&mc_cid=50a8ed3c82&mc_eid=74f2e05837
https://www.justiceforwardhouston.org/about-us#Mission
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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The State of Search 

We are now in Phase 3 (of 7) of the search for a settled minister.  We basically froze the process at this step last year due to the pan-
demic. We had hoped that thing might be easier by now. Our transitions team is still in place and ready to go. The members of the 
team are Annie New, Mark Holt, Carol Trout, Lisa Rocket, and Jill Rose. 

 

The next step is to form a Search Committee. The Search Committee will be made up of 8 church members who are not currently 
serving on the Board. Four will be elected by the general membership and four will be appointed by the Board. Members who serve 
on the committee will be required to attend a retreat with an advisor from the UUA, to conduct a congregational survey, and to 
screen ministerial applicants on the membership’s behalf. Normally the retreat would be two full days in person. I imagine it will still 
be held via Zoom and probably fewer hours in length, those decisions will be made based on what conditions are like when the time 
comes. 

 

In the coming days, all members will receive an email from someone on the Board, the Transitions Team, or the Nominating Com-
mittee. The email will contain 7 questions about who each member would like to see nominated for the Search Committee and what 
is important to them for the church going forward. The email will be followed up by a phone call from someone om the board or the 
transitions team. This is your chance to nominate yourself or another member to run for the committee and give your input on what 
you would like to have in a settled minister. Yes, we did this last year but would like a fresh look at what our members are thinking 
and feeling now. Keep in mind as you think about the suggestions that we need as diverse a team as possible for this to make sure 
the varied needs of our congregation are met. 

 

Information on the progress of the search will be updated in the church newsletter, on the website, and in the eblast. The search 
process is, by design, a slow process. It may seem like things are not moving very quickly but be assured we are right on track ac-
cording to the timeline established by the UUA. This is not a process to be rushed through and the timeline reflects that. In the 
meantime, we are in great hands with Rev. Michelle. 

 

If you have an interest in diving deep into what the search process looks like, the handbook we are working from is available to read 
or download from the UUA website. You may find it by simply Googling UUA Settlement Handbook or by visiting UUA.org and using 
the search feature there. Thank you in advance for your input and support as we undertake this task together as a Beloved Commu-
nity. 

 

Cynthia Miller  

Share the Plate Nominations for 2022  

The Outreach Committee is asking Emerson members to submit their nominations for the 2022 recipients of 
our Share the Plate monthly offerings. The deadline is November 15th.  Nomination forms are available online on the church web-
site along with guidelines. 

Autumnal 

Equinox  

Celebration 

 
On Zoom and in Westwood Hall (outside if 

weather permits). Open to all, following Covid 
guidelines.  Join Zoom Meeting:  

https://emersonhouston.org/autumnequinox 

https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/autumnequinox
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Campus Reopening Postponed 
Like many of you, the COVID-19 Reopening Taskforce was looking forward to seeing each other in person in September. How-

ever, the Board, staff, and taskforce has decided to postpone the campus reopening until October. The COVID-19 Delta Vari-

ant is running rampant in Houston. Harris County is currently in Threat Level Red, indicating a severe threat of transmission  of 

the virus in our area as hospitalizations continue to increase. We know that Delta is much more contagious than previous 

strains, with 1 person able to infect up to 8 people vs. 2 or 3 and that even fully vaccinated individuals can transmit the virus.  

 

We are all tired of feeling isolated from one another. However, we could not in good conscience put our members, staff, and 

friends at risk. The taskforce is closely monitoring the situation and plans to meet every 2 to 3 weeks to respond to new infor-

mation. In the meantime, Emerson staff is working to outfit our sanctuary with live streaming equipment and ensure safety 

precautions so when we are ready to reopen, we can do so quickly.  

 

Thank you for working with us to keep each other safe. We will continue to update you with more information as it becomes 

available.  

 

-Katie Scott 

 

Reference: Tampa Bay Times 2021 

Going Renewable at Houses of Worship! 

Sunday, September 12 at 3 PM online. Dori Wolfe is a featured speaker on Going Renewable at Houses of Worship! ...and homes 
and businesses. Learn about attractive options, from solar panels to your property to those that have no impact on your property at 
all, such as solar co-ops, pricing discounts, and renewable power plans. Many of these options save you money while you care for 
the earth. Register for this event on Eventbrite at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/going-renewable-at-houses-of-worship-tickets-
163737323743.    

URGENT! Emergency Response in Haiti 

https://www.uusc.org/ / https://emersonhouston.org/urgent-emergency-response-in-haiti/ 
On August 14, 2021, a 7.2 magnitude earthquake hit Haiti, causing widespread destruction and devastating communities. The UU 
Service Committee (UUSC) has been in contact with our long-term grassroots partners in Haiti to assess and respond to the most 
pressing needs. Help UUSC get resources to grassroots groups in Haiti by making a gift to our Emergency Response Fund today.   

Contact our Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 

Members of Emerson's Lay Pastoral Ministry Team (LPMT) are available to congregation members that would like to talk during 
stressful times in life. The members of the LPMT are: Ian Sachs, Coordinator; Rev. Michelle; Mim Freiter; Stephen Lipp; Suzan Miles; 
Judy Taylor. You can request Pastoral Care by our LPMT by completing this newly created electronic form: https://
emersonhouston.org/pastoralcare. In addition to this electronic form, cards will also be available in the Sanctuary once the church 
reopens.  

Worship Service Recording Available Online! 

You can now view a recording of our worship service on Emerson's YouTube channel! The Sunday service recording will be made 
available every Tuesday afternoon.   

https://www.tampabay.com/opinion/2021/08/10/what-we-now-know-about-how-to-fight-the-delta-variant-of-covid-column/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/going-renewable-at-houses-of-worship-tickets-163737323743
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/going-renewable-at-houses-of-worship-tickets-163737323743
https://www.uusc.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/urgent-emergency-response-in-haiti/
https://emersonhouston.org/pastoralcare
https://emersonhouston.org/pastoralcare


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, September 21 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

