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AUGUST 2021 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

A Busy Time 
By Martin Estill, Board President 
 
There is a lot going on! 
 

• Our New Music Director – Julia Morsher has ac-

cepted this role and will officially begin in mid-

August.  Julia has been our alto section lead in the 

choir for several years, so she is remarkably famil-

iar with our musical program and Emerson.  She 

and Adrian will overlap for a couple of weeks to 

smooth the transition.  We are excited and wel-

come Julia as our new Director. 

• Sunday September 12th is Homecoming and our 

reopening.  We will be cleaning and preparing the 

Sanctuary in advance of the reopening. Protocols 

will be reviewed and updated in advance of the 

reopening to make sure that we are all safe. In 

addition, we are in the process of expanding our 

services to include video and streaming the live 

service for those not able to attend.   

• One of the most important things our congrega-

tion will be doing in 2022 is to restart the process 

of finding a new settled minister. We will be 

choosing church members to be on the minister 

search committee and would like all church mem-

bers to be engaged and active in the process. We 

would like to have input from everyone. Let’s start 

the process at Homecoming.   

 
We look forward to seeing 

everyone IN PERSON at our 

service on September 12th. 

August Share the Plate— 

Rebuilding Together Houston 

For nearly 40 years, Rebuilding Together (RT) has been the only 
organization in our region to provide hundreds of families annually 
with non-disaster repairs. Their work adds 10 to 20 years to the life 
of a home, making the home safe, livable, and more resilient 
against disaster. 
 
They enlist community volunteers and licensed contractors to re-
pair the homes of low-income elderly, U.S. Military Veterans, home-
owners with disabilities, and working families in need. Learn more.  
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-
the-Plate, please visit this link:  
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Book Discussion: “Breathe: A Letter 

To My Sons” by Imani Perry 

“Breathe: A Letter To My Sons” by Imani Perry is the current UUA 
Common Read.  A UUA sponsored all-
participants welcome 90-minute discus-
sion will be facilitated by Lisa Rockett and 
Deborah Wotring on Thursdays - 8/12, 
8/19/ and 8/26 from 7:30 - 9:00 PM.  If 
you are interested in this connections 
building, faith inspiring opportunity to 
explore lived experiences and consider 
paths to hope, healing and resilience, 
please contact Lisa at llrock-
ett@gmail.com.  A Zoom invite will be 
sent to all participants the first week of 
sessions. 

Ministry for Earth 

Sign up for UU Drawdown 2021 Initiative, which continues through December 2021. The UU Drawdown 
team is currently #2 of all participating organizations in this EcoChallenge, earning 71,000 points to date 
and bringing us 6500 actions closer to the point of atmospheric Drawdown. 

On Sept. 12 at 3 PM, Dori Wolfe will present “All the Ways to Go Solar “ at the IENOH online meeting.  

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://rebuildinghouston.org/our-mission
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
mailto:llrockett@gmail.com
mailto:llrockett@gmail.com
https://www.uumfe.org/campaigns/project-drawdown-uu-initiative/
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Religious Education 

Unitarian Universalism’s deep commitment to lifelong learning 
is one of the things that drew me to the faith. I get a chill every 
time I consider the idea that revelation is constantly being re-
vealed - not from a single holy text, but from all we might read, 
hear, and experience. Wow. 
 
Each fall we take time to lift that up, especially as our children 
and youth head back to school, with a blessing of the back-
packs. 
 
We're not quite back in person at Emerson, so we’re including 
the 2021 backpack blessing tags in our mailed August packets 
to families. In reality, these tags work not only on backpacks, 
but on briefcases, computer bags, purses… and dare I say 
it?  They make excellent bookmarks. Are you a “grown up” 
who'd like one of these tags? Drop me a note and we'll have one available for you. 
What do you want to learn in the coming year? What are you reading and practicing and questioning? What inspiration do you 
want to share?  
 
In faith, 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education  

Little Free Library 

Once upon a time there was a Little Free 
Library that lived on a tree-shaded corner 
of a lovely church campus in Houston. All 
day, every day it eagerly watched joggers 
in fluorescent sneakers, dogs on leashes 
and babies in strollers parade by. 
 
Weekends were the most exciting times -- 
when oh-so-many-more came to enjoy the 
sunshine and the shade, the benches and 
the basketball court. 
 
And the VERY BEST times?  When people 

stopped, as they did frequently, to check out the Library itself – its cache of deep thoughts, 
funny stories, exotic travel, how-to-advice. The Library loved visitors’ wide eyes and “ooh”s of 
delight when they found just what they wanted to read. They took books home and left new 
ones in exchange—just like the Little Free Library asked them to. 
 
But after a few years, the Library began to show its age. Some chipped paint here, a loose 
board there. And then… the unthinkable happened! The stalwart Little Library got defaced and 
knocked off its base. (Maybe it was an clumsy dragon or a near-sighted windmill-tilter. Who 
knows?)  But all the wonder and imagination got packed up in a box and the Library retired to 
a spot where it couldn’t share its contents with anyone. 
 
This tale needs a “happily ever after” ending. If you have a few hours to repair, refurbish and/
or reinstall Emerson’s Little Free Library, please contact Kris Taylor at ktaylor2106 

@sbcglobal.net. 
 
Let’s put the Library back doing what it does best – serving our neighbors and introducing Em-
erson to new faces!   

mailto:ktaylor2106@sbcglobal.net
mailto:ktaylor2106@sbcglobal.net
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Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
  
August 1 - Being Person-Centered with Pulpit Guest, Katie Scott 
The most vulnerable in our community can teach us how to be better humans. Katie Scott 
has worked in dementia care for nearly 15 years embracing the valuable lessons of "person-
centered care." This Sunday she will share these concepts and how they apply to all human 
interactions.  
 

August 8 -  Life Before Death with Pulpit Guest, Rev. Carmen Emerson 
 As a UU chaplain serving a community hospital near the Florida-Georgia line, Rev. Carmen 
Emerson reflects on life before death, what the pandemic can teach us about grieving, and 
how preparing for one’s inevitable mortality is a gesture of gratitude for a well-lived life. 
 
 

August 15 - Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Spirituality with Pulpit Guest, Cynthia Miller 
As UUs we support each other in an free and responsible search for truth and meaning. 
Storytelling has always been a way we as humans explore ideas and learn empathy. How do 
the stories told in science fiction and fantasy books, movies, and television help us in that 
search for truth and meaning? 
 
 

August 22 and 29 - Rev. Michelle LaGrave returns to the pulpit. 

Emerson Events 
 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers 
meet virtually every Wednesday at 
11 AM. Bring your needlework, be-
ginning or advanced, and stitch with 
friends, new and old. http://
emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 

Beginner's Meditation Group - 
Meets in person on the first Monday 
of the month at 7 PM in Westwood 
Hall. Email Marci for more infor-
mation. 

The Third Monday Book Club meets 
regularly the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both 
fiction and non fiction with a pen-
chant for mystery and history. We 
limit our membership to 10. If you 
would like to participate, please con-
tact Cletus Lee to be added to a 
waiting list.  

A list of the upcoming books can be 
found on line at https://
bit.ly/3aOoqb3 

Open Book Group - meets on the 
third Thursday of each month at 7 
PM. The group is open to people of 
all gender identities who are interest-
ed in reading and discussing a variety 
of books and who are interested in 
our informal style of meeting. Next 
Meeting: Thursday, August 19 | Fill 
out this pre-registration form for 
more information. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. 
Come to social hour with fellow Em-
ersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If 
interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thom-
sen (patthom75@att.net) for an invi-
tation. Emerson members only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what 
membership means at Emerson. This 
also presents an opportunity to learn 
more about growing in mind and 
spirit while deepening your sense of 
belonging to this beloved communi-
ty. If you are considering joining Em-
erson, please stay tuned for the next 
Open House Date via our eblast. Sign 
up here! 

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - 
Third Sunday of the month - Contact: 
Mike. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) meets every 
4th Sunday of the month. Visit Emer-
son’s MFE page for more infor-
mation. 

Wheel of Life 
Zena Taylor's oldest daughter, Chandra Little, was recently married and will 

move to Houston in August. Congratulations and welcome to Houston! 

Ken McLeod is recovering at home from a fall and the resulting broken arm/shoulder. 

Luckily Mitch retired the week before the fall, so is playing caregiver. We hope you find 

fast healing with each and every day. 

Anna Louise Bruner fractured her left arm in late April and is doing much better after 

physical therapy. You are in all of our wishes as you recover.  

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to explore a diversity of topics 
during the virtual 10 AM sessions. Join us as you are able! 
 
August 1 On being “Good-ish” - facilitated by Dori Wolfe based on Dolly Chugh’s 

book “The Person You Mean to Be”  
August 8  “Forgive vs Repair - exploring the differences” facilitated by Pat Smith and 

Suzan Miles 
August 15 Living the Principles - Beryl Kaminsky, Suzan Miles & Dori Wolfe 
August 22  What does it mean to re-emerge into society? A discussion. 
August 29 “Get in the Poetry Spirit” - with Larry Kelly, Mike Condit and Carolyn 

Truesdell 
 
The August virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education committee will be on the second 
Tuesday, August 10, at 4 PM (https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear 
your ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our online Suggestion 
Box.  

Rev. Michelle LaGrave is on summer leave. You may contact 

Katy Carpman for any pastoral care needs. 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-LJyk7hLO5WNFcb392reOGE4VGxDs0jH4AmgHeuvnhsa05w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=6630548069
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=6630548069
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, August 17 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

