
 

 

the emersonian the emersonian 

JUNE 2021 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

From the Board President 

By Martin Estill 
At the end of April, a letter was sent to the congregation inform-
ing everyone that the Board had determined that getting us all 
back together was a critical requirement for us to properly 
launch the search for a called minister.  The process of reassem-
bling has started. 
 
In this edition of the monthly newsletter, you will find the recom-
mendation from the COVID-19 Taskforce for our congregation to 
begin safely gathering for social, group and committee activities 

on our campus.  The guidelines were reviewed and approved by 
the Board in our monthly meeting on Tuesday. 
 
The Board and Staff are putting together a calendar of activities 
that will be shared with all soon.  Reverend Michelle is very in-
volved in this process and looks forward to meeting all of us in 
person in the near term.  If you have any suggestions for gather-
ings or questions on the details, please contact the office at Em-
erson. 
 
It has been a long time for all of us to be apart.  We look forward 
to solving that. 

Our theme this month is PLAY! 
We know that play improves our 
mood, strengthens our relation-
ships, and makes it easier for us 
to learn, and yet we don't always 
take the time to play. How might 
you play this month?  
 
You can play with our theme 
through Sunday worship, on so-
cial media, and optional covenant 
group sessions. Children and 
youth receive family packets in 
the mail.   
Want to go deeper? Get spiritual 
exploration packets from 
katy.euuc@gmail.com. 

Focus: 

June Share the Plate - 

Citizens’ Climate Education  

Citizens’ Climate Education (CCE) is a nonpartisan grassroots advoca-
cy organization that empowers individuals to educate key stakehold-
ers, policymakers, and the general public about effective solutions to 
climate change. By training and mobilizing a powerful coalition of 
climate advocates, CCE builds political will for long-lasting climate 
solutions. Learn more. 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-
Plate, please visit this link:  
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Summer Book Study 

begins June 10th 

Want to know how to confront difficult is-
sues, including sexism, racism, inequality, 
and injustice in a positive way? Join this 
study of The Person You Mean to Be, by social psy-
chologist Dolly Chugh. Marilyn Rambow and Pat Smith 
will lead this study on Zoom for four one-hour sessions 
starting Thursday, June 10th, at 7:30 PM.  Sign up by 
emailing mcrambow@comcast.net. This book was dis-
covered and recommended by our own Katie Scott. 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
https://citizensclimateeducation.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
mailto:mcrambow@comcast.net
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Interim Minister,  

Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Dear Ones, 

I write to you with great excitement this month as the time ap-

proaches for me to begin meeting some of you in person!  The 

Board recently passed some guidelines for how and when we 

might begin to gather in small groups and is planning three out-

door gatherings to “Meet the Minister” in person.  These guide-

lines are based on recommendations made by the Re-opening 

Task Force which met shortly before the CDC announced its new 

guidelines for mask wearing.  We are now entering a time when 

I expect guidelines of all kinds will start to change or evolve 

more quickly.  So, this is a good time to start talking about ethi-

cal questions. 

There are many factors to be considered as our UU congrega-

tions begin to reopen.  As of this writing, no one under age 12 is 

vaccinated and many over age 12 remain unvaccinated.  As we 

begin to navigate these new beginning-to-emerge-from-a-

pandemic cultural waters we have much to learn about how to 

do this with care and compassion.  Some may not be vaccinated 

due to medical reasons.  Some may not be vaccinated due to 

issues related to racialized injustice.  Some may not be vaccinat-

ed due to age or various social barriers.  While we will want to 

advocate for a pro-science approach to minimizing the spread of 

COVID-19, it is also not our role to place judgment on each other 

or subject each other to any kind of peer pressure to share our 

vaccination status.  We will need to learn how to do many new 

things, including online options for in-person meetings and wor-

ship services and how to navigate various comfort levels in how 

close we get to each other, if and when we wear masks, if and 

when we shake hands or hug each other, and if and how we eat 

together.  One idea that has been floated is a color-coding sys-

tem that we can wear on our nametags letting people know how 

close it is okay for them to get to us. 

So, while this is exciting and I can’t wait to meet you all and 

eventually worship together in person, this is not a return to the 

“normal” of the before times.  We will be creating a new normal 

together and it will take practice and hard work and we will be 

imperfect at it.  And that’s all okay.  We will learn how to care 

for each other and look out for each other in this new way and 

we will be stronger for it. 

By the way, I have been and will continue to share publicly that I 

have been fully vaccinated.  I believe this is important to do in 

my role as a religious leader, for many reasons, but especially to 

use my prophetic voice to shout from the rooftops that religion 

and science go hand in hand.  My sharing my vaccination status 

does not convey an expectation that anyone else share theirs.  I 

would also like to share that while the purpose of the “Meet the 

Minister” gatherings are to meet in person, there have been and 

will continue to be lots of opportunities to meet me online – if 

you haven’t done so yet, all you have to do is reach out and ask! 

With Love and Great Anticipation, 

Rev. Michelle 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Team (LPMT) -  

Process Improved 

Members of Emerson's Lay Pastoral Ministry Team (LPMT) are avail-

able to congregation members that would like to talk during stress-

ful times in life. The members of the LPMT are: Ian Sachs, Coordina-

tor; Rev. Michelle; Mim Freiter; Stephen Lipp; Suzan Miles; Judy 

Taylor. You can request Pastoral Care by our LPMT by completing 

this newly created electronic form: https://emersonhouston.org/

pastoralcare. In addition to this electronic form, cards will also be 

available in the sanctuary once the church reopens. 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to 
explore a diversity of topics during the online 10 AM sessions. 
Join us as you are able! 
 

June 6: The Person You Mean to Be  & Breathe – book 
explorations facilitated by Marilyn Rambow and Lisa Rockett 
 

June 13:  What about the UU 8th Principle? Shall we covenant to 
build a diverse multicultural Beloved Community by our actions? 
Facilitated by Beryl Kaminsky and Dori Wolfe 
 

June 20: Thoughts of Cis-Gendered, Heterosexual Father on 

How to Be an Ally to Lesbian, Gay, Bi, Trans, Queer, or 
Questioning People. Facilitated by Michael Bloom. 
 

June 27:  Poetry Time with Carolyn Truesdell and Larry Kelly - 
We had fun the last time, so let's do it again. Bring your own 
poems, your favorite poems or just your listening ear, as we 
share wise, beautiful and challenging words and ideas. 
 

The June virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education 
committee will be on the second Tuesday, June 8, at 4 PM
(https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). We’d love to hear your 
ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into 
our online Suggestion Box.  

Save-the-Dates! - Are you  

missing in-person gatherings? 

The Board’s Connections Team is planning some Meet and 
Greet events with Rev. Michelle in June, pending finalized 
safety arrangements.  Save these dates and times: 
 

Sunday, June 6th, 4-6 PM |  Good-bye party for Adrian 

Wednesday, June 16th, 7-8 PM 

Sunday, June 27th, 4-5:30 PM 

Tuesday, June 29th, 7-8 PM  

https://emersonhouston.org/pastoralcare
https://emersonhouston.org/pastoralcare
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
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Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
  
June 6 -  with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

June 13 -  with Rev. Michelle LaGrave and Music Director Adrian Rodriguez 

June 20 - Soul Matters: Play 

June 27 - General Assembly 

Event/Meeting Notices 
Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers meet virtually 
every Wednesday at 11 AM. Bring your needle-
work, beginning or advanced, and stitch with 
friends, new and old. http://
emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 

Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets online on 
Mondays at 7 PM. Email Marci to receive invite 
link. 

The Third Monday Book Club meets regularly the 
third Monday of every month. The group discuss-
es both fiction and non fiction with a penchant 
for mystery and history. We limit our member-
ship to 10. If you would like to participate, please 
contact Cletus Lee to be added to a waiting list.  

The Third Monday Book Club will meet June 
21st. IN PERSON at la Madeleine, 5885 San Felipe 
St., Suite 100, at 6:30 PM. The book for discussion 
is “The Fear Index” by Robert Harris. 

Please note the time and the new location.  

A list of the upcoming books can be found on line 
at https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3 

Choir Gatherings - 7-8 PM Wednesday nights. 
Contact Adrian Rodriguez for details. 

Open Book Group - meets on the third Thursday 
of each month at 7 PM. The group is open to 
people of all gender identities who are interested 
in reading and discussing a variety of books and 
who are interested in our informal style of 
meeting. Next Meeting: Thursday, June 17 | Fill 
out this pre-registration form for more infor-
mation. 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to 
social hour with fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 
7:30 PM. If interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thomsen 
(patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. Emerson 
members only.  

Virtual Open House - Learn what membership 
means at Emerson. This also presents an oppor-
tunity to learn more about growing in mind and 
spirit while deepening your sense of belonging to 
this beloved community. If you are considering 
joining Emerson, please stay tuned for the June 
Open House Date via our eblast. Sign up here! 

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sunday of 
the month - Contact: Mike. 

Let's start getting together! 

The COVID-19 Taskforce and Board are excited to announce that the Emerson 
Campus is partially reopening for small social, committee, and other group ac-
tivities! Activities are permitted on Emerson campus either outside or in West-
wood Hall.  No activities are permitted in Delaney Hall or the Sanctuary at this 
time and formal committee and group gatherings must include options for indi-
viduals to participate virtually. We are asking all of those individuals or groups 
interested in using Emerson for activities to contact Emerson staff to schedule a 
specific time and date. Organizers and attendees must agree to the following: 
 

• Sign a covenant of care. 

• Track attendees in the event contact tracing is necessary. 

• Adhere to the defined process for building access. 

• Set up and clean up all used areas.  
 
Outdoor gatherings occurring Monday through Friday during the day may use 
Westwood Hall restrooms and outdoor gatherings occurring weekday evenings 
(after 6:30pm) and Saturday and Sunday may use Delaney Hall restrooms. 
Westwood Hall gatherings must adhere to the following guidelines: 
 

• Capacity is limited to 15 people. 

• Individuals must be distanced at least 6ft apart. 

• Individuals must wear masks. 

• Individuals are responsible for the set up and clean up of the area.  
 
The CDC recently announced that vaccinated individuals may gather in groups 
both outdoors and indoors without a mask. We are excited about the possibili-
ties this will allow us in the future; however, at this time, we are asking individ-
uals to continue wearing masks indoors until the COVID-19 Taskforce can meet 
to discuss the impacts of this on operations.  
 
We cannot wait to see each and every one of you in the upcoming months. 

Ministry for Earth (MFE) will 
not meet on our regular 4th 
Sunday in June. Instead, you 

are invited to Celebrate 

the Summer Solstice! Join 
us on Sunday, June 20 at 
7:30 PM outdoors in the 
Emerson courtyard  Visit 
Emerson’s MFE page for more events. 

Celebration for Adrian 

Join us on Sunday, June 6 from 4-6 PM  
at Emerson for an outdoor celebration of 
our music director Adrian Rodriguez' 
more than a decade of service to the 
church. Bring a flower to add to the bou-
quet, sign the card, and if you want, 
share a musical offering or memory. 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://goo.gl/maps/1tAZvDDcUHkDZpXR6
https://goo.gl/maps/1tAZvDDcUHkDZpXR6
https://bit.ly/3aOoqb3
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-LJyk7hLO5WNFcb392reOGE4VGxDs0jH4AmgHeuvnhsa05w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=6630548069
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed till September 2021, at which time the Board will reassess the need for this 
measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, June 15 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

