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Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
 
March 7: Blessing of the Animals with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
Yes, we will bless our beloved animals - please submit a photo (and 
name) of your pet(s) if you'd like them included in our slideshow! 
Deadline: Thursday, March 4th by noon. 
March 14: Soul Matters: Commitment with Rev. Michelle 
March 21: Sunday Service with Rev. Michelle 
March 28: Sunday Service with Pulpit Guest Rev. Darrick Jackson 

From the Board: Staying  

Connected and Safe 

At this writing, we are all dealing with the conse-

quences of the winter freeze that has hit our city and 

community hard.  Losses for many people were more 

than an inconvenience but, we have noticed that in 

typical Emersonian fashion, the fortunate ones have 

been working with friends and family to help those in 

need.  If you can use help, please contact Reverend 

Michelle or the staff or any of the Board members. 

 

We encourage everyone to stay in touch with each 

other through your friends, covenant groups and oth-

er networks.  Emerson can and will overcome the cur-

rent set of obstacles. Together we can address the 

challenges. 

 

During the Board retreat in early February, we identi-

fied four major objectives for this year: 

 

• Staying Connected with all in our beloved 

Community – a priority for the Board, our 

Minister and all the staff. 

• Financial Sustainability for beyond 2021  

• Initial work for the Called Minister search 

• Governance Committee recommendations 

 

These major efforts are in addition to the normal on-

going operations and activities during the pandemic.  

The Board has also set a new target date to reopen 

Emerson for early September.  There will be regular 

updates on these objectives as the year progresses. 

 

In closing the entire Board sends their best wishes to 

all. 

 

Stay safe.  Stay healthy.  Stay connected. 

 

Martin Estill, Board President  

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to 
explore a diversity of topics during the online 10 AM sessions. Join 
us as you are able! 
 

March 7: Tuesday U*U Women’s Gatherings and More with 

guest speaker Zsofia Sztranyiczki, Executive Director of the 

International Convocation of Unitarian Universalist Women 

(IWC). 

March 14: Soul Matters topic: “Commitment” facilitated by Pat 

Smith 

March 21: Discussion of our UU 5th 

Principle: How do we affirm and promote 

the right of conscience and the use of the 

democratic process within our 

congregations and in society at large. 

Facilitated by Beryl Kaminsky and Dori 

Wolfe 

March 28: 2021 Texas Legislature Session: 

We Can Make a Difference if We Lift Our 

Voices: how do we lead the way on 

legislative issues, led by Ellen Norton.  

 

The March virtual meeting of the Adult 
Religious Education committee will be on 
the second Tuesday, March 9, at 3 PM 
(https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam). 
We’d love to hear your ideas! If you can’t 
come to the meeting, submit your ideas into 

our online Suggestion Box. 

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
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Interim Minister, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Dear Ones, 

Things are rough right now and they have been for some time.  

There are so many ways in which you are struggling to keep your 

spirits up and I am broken-hearted for all this congregation and this 

city has been through.  Even so, I know you are strong and resilient.  

I think you know that, too, though it probably doesn’t hurt to be 

reminded.  I also know that you have the ability to put your heads 

down and keep on going no matter what.  You have demonstrated 

that is true over and over again.  So, none of that is in question, at 

least not in my mind. 

What I do wonder about is where you are finding hope these days.  I 

recently suggested to someone who had expressed a need for more 

hope in their life to go on a scavenger hunt for hope; to every single 

day go purposefully looking for signs of hope in the world.  I suggest-

ed that hope might be found while out on a walk, in reading the 

news, in witnessing an act of kindness or a myriad of other ways.  

This is a practice we could all benefit from, I thought.  And then to-

day I went out on a walk with Bella and saw two dandelions.  The 

rest of the landscape was still dried-out looking from the recent 

storm but there, right in the middle of all that brownness, were two 

spots of bright green and yellow and even though I wasn’t expecting 

it, I immediately felt hopeful and thought to myself, “Ah, Hope, 

there you are…” 

My second thought was to think of all of 

you and how I might share this experience 

with you.  I imagined myself holding out 

hope to you much like I might hold out a 

flower.  We’ve all been through a lot and 

we can all use a little hope right now, so 

I’d like to invite you to join in this practice 

of scavenging for hope and then sharing 

with me and with each other the places 

you’ve found where hope not only lives, but maybe even thrives.   

When a person or a group of people have gone through some kind 

of crisis or tragedy or trauma, it is important to start telling those 

stories; to acknowledge the feelings that come with those experi-

ences and begin to heal.  It is also important to find ways to hold 

onto hope.  May we all, together, better learn to do both. 

With Love and in Hope, 

Rev. Michelle  

March Share the Plate—International Convocation of Unitarian 

Universalist Women (IWC) 

IWC advances equity for women and girls worldwide through leadership development, empowerment and aware-
ness programs, advocacy, and resources. Led by Unitarian Universalist women from around the world, its mem-
bers include Unitarian Universalists and other people of liberal religious faith. Learn more 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this link:  
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Are you interested in spiritual growth, and in develop-

ing community with fellow Emersonians? If so, think 

about joining a covenant group! These small groups 

meet once or twice a month online, and we’re form-

ing new groups now. Email our Director of Religious 

Education Katy to get on board! 

Make a Difference, Email Texas 

State Legislators and Senators 

The Texas Legislature meets the first six months of 2021. 
It’s an opportunity to insist that our values of racial, eco-
nomic, and environmental justice and voter rights be-
come part of public policy.  By going to the Texas League 
of Women Voters website and inputting your address, 
you can generate and email pre-written letters on Voting 
Rights, Gerrymandering, and Medicaid Expansion to Tex-
as State Legislators and Senators.  It’s worth time to 
make a difference! 

UUA Disaster Relief Grants 

Emerson is eligible to apply for a UUA Disaster Relief 
Grant to support congregants who have 
expenses related to broken pipes and other 
damage from the recent storm and power 
outages.  If you are interested in accessing 
these funds, please reach out to Rev. 
Michelle. 

https://www.intlwomensconvo.org/page/about-us
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
https://my.lwv.org/texas/advocacy-issues/take-action#/
https://my.lwv.org/texas/advocacy-issues/take-action#/
mailto:revmlagrave@gmail.com?subject=UUA%20Disaster%20Relief%20Grant
mailto:revmlagrave@gmail.com?subject=UUA%20Disaster%20Relief%20Grant
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It is with deep sorrow that we announce the death of long-time Emersonian Joyce Phillips on Monday, February 
1st. The memorial service was held online on Sunday, February 28th with Rev. Michelle LaGrave presiding.  
 
Let us hold Joyce's family in our hearts during this most difficult time. 

Wheel of Life 

Religious Education 

Our focus this month is Commitment – what are you committed 
to? What promises have you made and how do they shape your 
days and your life? What do we commit to together? 

Each month our Emerson community focuses on a single idea, 
going deeper with one another. You can engage through Sunday 
worship, on social media, and optional covenant group sessions. 
Children and youth receive family packets in the mail.   

Katy Carpman,  

Director of Religious Education 

Event/Meeting Notices 
 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers meet virtually every 
Wednesday at 11 AM. Bring your needlework, beginning or 
advanced, and stitch with friends, new and old. http://
emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 
 

Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets online on Mondays at 7 
PM. Email Marci to receive invite link. 
 

Third Monday Book Club - (formerly, the Men’s Book Group) 
meets regularly the third Monday of every month. The group 
discusses both fiction and non fiction with a penchant for 
mystery and history. We limit our membership to 10 and cur-
rently have no openings. In normal times, the Group meets in 
a local restaurant. For now the group is meeting via Zoom. For 
Information Contact Cletus Lee  
 

Choir Gatherings - 7-8 PM Wednesday nights. Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez for details. 
 

Open Book Group - As of our January meeting, our book 
group (formerly Women’s Evening Book Group) officially has a 
new name! Going forward, we will be the Open Book Group. 
We will continue to meet on the third Thursday of each 
month at 7 PM. The group is open to people of all gender 
identities who are interested in reading and discussing a vari-
ety of books and who are interested in our informal style of 
meeting. Due to the storm, our February meeting 

was cancelled.  We will discuss The Orchard: A Memoir by 
Theresa Weir in March. | Next Meeting: Thursday, March 18 | 
Fill out this pre-registration form for more information. 
 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to social hour 
with fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If interested, 
contact Mary Ann Rusk (mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thom-
sen (patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. Emerson members only.  
 

Virtual Open House - If you would like to learn more about 
Emerson then come and be a part of the conversation. Learn 
what membership means at Emerson. This also presents an 
opportunity to learn more about growing in mind and spirit 
while deepening your sense of belonging to this beloved com-
munity. If you are considering joining Emer-
son, please visit this link on Sunday, March 14 
(second Sunday of the month) at 12:30 PM: 
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse 
 

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sun-
day of the month - Contact: Mike. 
 

Ministry for Earth - Fourth Sundays (March 
28), 2-3 PM. Open to all. Join us at https://
emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets or call in to 
346-248-7799. 

 

Some of our committees and groups are 
meeting online - contact the facilitators for 
more info! 

Families – we’ve got online 

events for families and for youth 

with Rev. Michelle this month! 

Katy’s sending important details 

via email and the monthly mailer! 

Not seeing emails from Katy? Drop her a note with your best con-

tact info.  

http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-LJyk7hLO5WNFcb392reOGE4VGxDs0jH4AmgHeuvnhsa05w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed till September 2021, at which time the Board will reassess the need for this 
measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, March 16 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

