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Men’s Book Club 

Online, contact Cletus Lee 
for more information.  

Beginning the Process 

By Martin Estill, Board President 

In the last message from the Board, we identified 

the four major objectives for this year (Staying 

Connected; Financial Sustainability; Governance 

Committee; and Initial Work for the Called Minis-

ter). 

 

The Board has started working with the UUA to 

prepare the initial steps for us to select a new 

minister.  This is one of the most significant ef-

forts by our community in a very long time.  For 

those who have not been part of the selection 

process before, it is very prescriptive with spe-

cific steps and deadlines.  This effort is going to 

begin shortly and will 

continue into next year.  

Please begin looking for 

notices and details on the 

steps and the timeline in 

the very near future. 

 

It is important for all of 

our members to partici-

pate and provide input in 

this process.  We look 

forward to working with 

all of you in this exciting 

journey. 

We’re Having a PARTI !! 

 

Saturday, April 24 at 7 PM 
 
Join us for a fun virtual fundraiser  – raising funds to sup-
port the technologies we will need when we begin to meet 
both in person and on-line. RSVP HERE. $10/screen; $20/
family. All participants will receive a goodie bag! For more 
information, visit:  
https://emersonhouston.org/emerson-uu-church-parti/ 
 
Want to be part of the entertainment? Calling all Artists, 
Musicians, Scientists, Poets, Tricksters, and more to submit 
a max 30-second video teaser about a talent, a topic, a 
trick, an art, a technique. If applicable, include a descrip-
tion of a longer “class” or a donated related item. We will 
auction those live after the teaser is aired. If you want to 
be part of the PARTI entertainment, submit a short 
“teaser” video ENTRY HERE. Want help creating the 
teaser? Email us at parti@emersonhouston.org. 
 
We welcome sponsors too! SPONSOR HERE.  
 
Deadline: In order to get a goodie bag or to have your en-
try considered, RSVPs and Entries must be made by end-of
-day Sunday, April 18.  

Recent Phishing Scams Targeting Unitarian Universalists 

We’ve recently seen an uptick in email scams or “phishing” attempts that leverage recipients’ connections to the UUA 

and we wanted to alert anyone who might encounter them. The latest was an email purporting to come from Rev. Susan 

Frederick-Gray, the UUA president, saying, “I have a request I need you to handle discreetly.” As is common with this 

type of scam, if you reply to “Susan,” “she” will request that you purchase eBay gift cards as part of a charitable initia-

tive. Full UUA article  

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfShLHRtalM4EKHhyB4SX8KSOe-lKL-ZfYWFe0yPa7U9ynsXQ/viewform?mc_cid=fbebc2a931&mc_eid=74f2e05837
https://emersonhouston.org/emerson-uu-church-parti/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfpYusWw5dldQz2FV3FgI9KRLkSrQauFvlEhmB9nryp5ZOoSA/viewform?mc_cid=fbebc2a931&mc_eid=74f2e05837
mailto:parti@emersonhouston.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfcjGAxSyfqyZ50aXs_vAbCB7p40dgnfycdBtXUss-4x762wg/viewform?mc_cid=fbebc2a931&mc_eid=74f2e05837
https://www.uua.org/leadership/library/recent-phishing-scams-targeting-uus?mc_cid=fbebc2a931&mc_eid=74f2e05837
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Interim Minister, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

There is a local pizza place I like to order from.  It’s fairly close by, the 

pizzas are just the right size for a family of two, the orders are pre-

pared quickly and delivered curbside, they are inexpensive, the crust is 

thin, and the pizzas taste delicious.  Perfect at the end of a long day when 

no one feels like cooking, which is what happened just the other day.  So, I 

placed my order, headed to the restaurant, and called to let them know I had 

arrived, which is when the trouble began.  The first guy who answered the phone had 

trouble finding the right Michelle in the system.  He wanted to give me a pepperoni 

pizza.  (I’m a vegetarian.)  He went to get another guy to help.  The second guy did 

find the right order and said they’d be right out.  So, I waited, and waited, and 

waited, growing suspicious by the minute that something had gone terribly wrong.  

So, I called again and explained, kindly, that I wanted to check on my order since I 

had been waiting outside for 30 minutes.  More checking, then an assurance they’d be right 

out with my pizza.  Finally, after another 15 minutes, I saw a pizza guy approaching my 

car with a big bag.  That didn’t seem right for one little pizza, so I mentally prepared 

myself to discover there was yet another problem.  But there wasn’t.  The pizza guy 

was extremely apologetic, explained everything that had gone wrong, and said they 

were giving me the pizza for free, plus free cakes, plus free soda, plus another free pizza 

for later.  Wow.  They had messed up.  They knew it.  And they did everything they could 

to make up for it.  I was impressed.  And so, I will continue to order pizza from their restaurant. 

 

What the pizza place had figured out, and many businesses don’t, is the importance of relationship between themselves 

and their local community, their customers.  They realized the importance of owning their mistakes, apologizing for 

them, and trying to make things right.  This is important in congregations, too.  Communities of faith are built on rela-

tionships.  We all make mistakes.  (Yes, ministers too.)  That’s to be expected because we’re all human.  But when (not 

if) we make mistakes, we need to own them, apologize for them, learn from them, and change our behavior, in order to 

return to right relationship.  And, of course, we need to be willing to forgive each other and ourselves in order to fully 

restore our relationships.  This is especially true for faiths like ours that are built on covenants. 

 

In this springtime season of resurrection in which the earth comes to life once again, so, too, may all of your relation-

ships be likewise restored and renewed. 

 

With Love, 

 

Rev. Michelle 

Are you interested in spiritual growth, and in developing community 

with fellow Emersonians? If so, think about joining a covenant group! 

These small groups meet once or twice a month online, and we’re 

forming new groups now. Email our Director of Religious Education 

Katy to get on board or to learn more, including access to our monthly 

spiritual growth packet. 

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
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Religious Education 

Our focus this month is Becoming. What makes you who you are? What 
have you embraced? What did you need to let go of? Where are you on 
life’s journey? 

Each month our Emerson community focuses on a single idea, going 
deeper with one another. You can engage through Sunday worship, on 
social media, and optional covenant group sessions. Children and youth 
receive family packets in the mail.   

Katy Carpman,  

Director of Religious Education 

Thanks to all who submitted photos for our Blessing of the Animals in March! 
April, of course, has Easter – and once again we’ll take part in a virtual Egg 
Hunt, surfing the web of UU church websites to find a wild assortment of eggs! 

The UU Virtual Easter Egg Hunt 2021 will go live Saturday, April 3, 2021 - the 
day before Easter - and remain active throughout April. This way, you can 
spend the whole month exploring the UU net (did you know a UU actually in-
vented the World Wide Web?)! 

 

The hunt begins here: https://emersonhouston.org/EggHunt 

Question Box Sermon 

Got questions for the interim minister? Is there something you'd really like to know? Here's your chance to get your 
questions answered. On May 2nd, Rev. Michelle will do a "Question Box Sermon" with Katy Carpman serving 

as Emerson's Rachel Maddow.  So, go ahead and get those questions in as early as you'd like. Katy will be collecting 
and reviewing questions ahead of time, though there may be an opportunity to get a few more in during the actual 

service.  
 

Submit your question here by Wednesday, April 28th!: https://emersonhouston.org/ask 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 

 
April 4th - Ostara, Passover, Easter: Stories of Transformation. Sunday Service with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

 
April 11th - It's a Process with Rev. Kimberley Debus 

 
April 18th - with Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education 

 
April 25th - Soul Matters: Becoming with Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Rev. Michelle will be on Study Leave from April 5th to April 19th. 

https://emersonhouston.org/EggHunt
https://emersonhouston.org/ask
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
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Ministry for Earth 

Spring for Change: A Season of Sacred Activism 

Action, Advocacy, and Worship through May 23, 2021 ONLINE. Spring for Change full schedule. 
Please join me, UU Ministry for Earth and many UU organizations and congregations for the Spring for Change – A Sea-
son of Sacred Activism. This exciting series of special programs will provide inspiration, learning, worship, art and advo-
cacy around the theme of Pathways to Healing and Regeneration. Together, we will strengthen grounding in Unitarian 
Universalist values to grow a faithful movement for Earth Justice.  
 
From World Water Day (March 22), through Earth Sunday to Biodiversity Sunday (May 23), UU Ministry for Earth and 
partners will provide resources to deepen your commitment to climate justice with worship, advocacy, community and 
more. Spring for Change is designed to inspire individuals, congregations and climate teams, with opportunities to share 
tools, build connections, and strengthen grounding in Unitarian Universalist values to grow a faithful movement for 
Earth Justice. We will deepen our connection to the land, our communities, and our neighboring species struggling at 
the frayed edges of the Web of Life.   – Ann  
 

Actions Faith Communities Can Take to Reduce Pollution & Pollution-Related 

Health Effects 

Sunday, April 11, 2 p.m., online presentation 
 Loren Hopkins, Chief Environmental Science Officer for the City of Houston’s Health Department, will discuss current 
Houston Health Department programming and policies directed toward reducing pollution and pollution-related health 
effects.  She will provide examples of where faith-based organizations play a critical role and offer additional ideas on 
how they can expand their support.  
Learn more/register on Eventbrite at: https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pollution-public-health-faith-communities-tickets-
143588120935. 

April Share the Plate—Texas 

UU Justice Ministry 

 

Guided by Unitarian Uni-
versalist principles, 
TXUUJM educates and 
organizes member con-
gregations and partners 
with sympathetic organi-
zations in order to advo-
cate effectively for public 
policies that: 

 
 Uphold the worth and dignity of every person; 
 Further justice, equity, and compassion in human 

relations; 
 Ensure the use of the democratic process; 
 Protect religious freedom; and, 
 Promote respect for the interdependent web of 

all existence. Learn more 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Em-
erson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this link:  
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Adult Religious Education 

(ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each 
Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during the 
online 10 AM sessions. Join us as you are able! 

April 4: “Pagan Voices” panel discussion with Lisa 

Rockett, Lorry Wolfe, and Beth Hammer 

April 11:  Soul Matters topic: “Becoming” 

facilitated by Pat Smith 

April 18:  Discussion of our UU 6th Principle: How 

do we affirm and promote the goal of world 

community with peace, liberty, and justice for 

all? Facilitated by Beryl Kaminsky and Dori Wolfe  

April 25:  "Poetry Sunday” – poets and poetry 

lovers join us and bring your favorite poems or 

poems you have written for reading and 

discussion - facilitated by Larry Kelly & Carolyn 

Truesdell 

The April virtual meeting of the Adult Religious 
Education committee will be on the second Tuesday, 
April 13, at 4 PM (https://emersonhouston.org/
ARETeam). We’d love to hear your ideas! If you can’t 
come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our 
online Suggestion Box. 

https://www.uumfe.org/resources/spring-for-change-2021/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pollution-public-health-faith-communities-tickets-143588120935
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/pollution-public-health-faith-communities-tickets-143588120935
http://txuujm.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
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Wheel of 

Life 

Bob Watkins 
Robert A. Watkins passed away on Tuesday, March 16th. 
He was 91 years young but could not recover from Covid. 
Bob became Emerson's second Business Administrator in 

December 1995 until January of 2005.   

Event/Meeting Notices 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers meet virtually every 
Wednesday at 11 AM. Bring your needlework, beginning 
or advanced, and stitch with friends, new and 
old. http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup 
 
Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets online on Mon-
days at 7 PM. Email Marci to receive invite link. 
 
Third Monday Book Club - (formerly, the Men’s Book 
Group) meets regularly the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both fiction and non fiction 
with a penchant for mystery and history. We limit our 
membership to 10 and currently have no openings. In 
normal times, the Group meets in a local restaurant. For 
now the group is meeting via Zoom. For Information 
Contact Cletus Lee  
 
Choir Gatherings - 7-8 PM Wednesday nights. Contact 
Adrian Rodriguez for details. 
 
Open Book Group - (formerly Women’s Evening Book 
Group) We continue to meet on the third Thursday of 
each month at 7 PM. The group is open to people of all 
gender identities who are interested in reading and dis-
cussing a variety of books and who are interested in our 
informal style of meeting. Next Meeting: Thursday, April 
15 | Fill out this pre-registration form for more informa-
tion. 

 
Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to social 
hour with fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. If 
interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thomsen 
(patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. Emerson mem-
bers only.  
 
Virtual Open House - If you would like to learn more 
about Emerson then come and be a part of the conver-
sation. Learn what membership means at Emerson. This 
also presents an opportunity to learn more about grow-
ing in mind and spirit while deepening your sense of 
belonging to this beloved community. If you are consid-
ering joining Emerson, please visit this link on Sunday, 
April 15 at 12:30 PM: https://emersonhouston.org/
OpenHouse 
 
Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sunday of the 
month - Contact: Mike. 
 
Ministry for Earth - Normally the fourth Sundays of th 
month. The April meeting will meet two weeks earlier 
on April 11 from 2-3 PM. Open to all. Join us at https://
emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets  
 
Some of our committees and groups are meeting online - 
contact the facilitators for more info! 

Gay Ann Gustafson 
Gay Ann Gustafson passed on Feb 24, 2021 at 

home, virtually surrounded by family on a Zoom 

call. Here is a link to the endowment that the 

family has set up at KinderHSPVA: 

www.hspvafriends.org/gustafson 

http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe-LJyk7hLO5WNFcb392reOGE4VGxDs0jH4AmgHeuvnhsa05w/viewform?usp=sf_link
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=4f2ed72ba4&e=74f2e05837
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The State of the Search 

We are now in Phase 3 (of 7) of the search for a settled minister. Up to now it has been mostly a matter of 
filling out paperwork for the UUA and getting things in place to begin our search. A Transitions Team has 
been formed. The members of the team are Annie New, Mark Holt, Carol Trout, Lisa Rockett, and Jill Rose. 

The next step is to form a Search Committee. The Search Committee will be made up of 8 church mem-
bers who are not currently serving on the Board. Four will be elected by the general membership and four 
will be appointed by the Board. Members who serve on the committee will be required to attend a retreat 
with an advisor from the UUA, to conduct a congregational survey, and to screen ministerial applicants on 
the membership’s behalf. Normally the retreat would be two full days in person but, as that is not possi-
ble right now, we expect it to be via conducted Zoom and probably fewer hours in length. 

In the coming days, all members will receive an email from someone on the Board, the Transitions Team, 
or the Nominating Committee. The email will contain 7 questions about who each member would like to 
see nominated for the Search Committee and what is important to them for the church going forward. 
This is your chance to nominate yourself or another member to run for the committee and give your input 
on what you would like to have in a settled minister. Unanswered emails will be followed up by a phone 
call to make sure we get as much input as possible for church membership. 

Information on the progress of the search will be updated in the church newsletter, on the website, and in the eblast. 
The search process is, by design, a slow process. It may seem like things are not moving very quickly but be assured we 
are right on track according to the timeline established by the UUA. This is not a process to be rushed through and the 
timeline reflects that. In the meantime, we are in great hands with Rev. Michelle. 

If you have an interest in diving deep into what the search process looks like, the handbook we are working from is avail-
able to read or download from the UUA website. You may find it by simply Googling UUA Settlement Handbook or by 
visiting UUA.org and using the search feature there. 

Thank you in advance for your input and support as we undertake this task together as a Beloved Community. 

Cynthia Miller 

Registration for virtual General Assembly 2021 is now open! 
 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual 
meeting of our Unitarian Universalist 
Association (UUA). Participants wor-
ship, witness, learn, connect, and make 
policy for the Association through de-
mocratic process. Anyone may attend; 
congregations must certify annually to 
have voting delegates.  
 
The UUA Board of Trustees has passed 
a resolution making the 2021 UUA Gen-
eral Assembly a 100% virtual event. 
Let’s reach record-breaking attendance 
June 23-27, 2021! Registration is $200 
per person. Financial support for registration as well as a payment plan are available. General Assembly registrants re-
ceive access to the 2021 Online Participation Portal, including live, simulive, and on-demand video content, the virtual 
exhibit hall, chat features, support, and a (new!) GA mobile app.  More Information  

https://www.uua.org/ga/registration?mc_cid=fbebc2a931&mc_eid=74f2e05837


 

 

Emerson COVID-19 Taskforce 

Dear Emerson members and friends,  

In September 2020, Emerson convened a taskforce to monitor COVID-19 and provide recommendations on reopening 

our campus. This group comprised of Board members, congregation members, and staff review and assess COVID-19 

transmission risk reduction measures, including facilities modifications, hygiene practices, and building entrance require-

ments.  

 

Governor Abbott issued an executive order ending statewide COVID restrictions and the state's mask mandate as of 

March 10, 2021. The Emerson COVID-19 Taskforce will continue to monitor the local COVID-19 situation and make rec-

ommendations to the Board regarding our campus reopening. In the meantime, we are encouraging all of our members, 

friends, and staff to continue to wear masks, physically distance, and follow other COVID-19 risk reduction measures.  

 

Thank you for doing your part in keeping Emerson members, friends, and staff safe.  

 

~Emerson COVID-19 Taskforce 

 

Who is on the COVID-19 Taskforce? 

 

Katie Scott, Board Member/Past President 

Katie is the Director of Health Promotion and Disease Management at a local nonprofit and has a master’s degree in 

public health. For nearly 10 years, she has worked directly with Texas Health and Human Services to develop and imple-

ment infection control processes and policies for communities, including processes specific to COVID-19. She currently 

works with multiple medical and hospital systems and will use these connections to bring COVID-19 risk reduction best 

practices to the taskforce.  

 

Mike Condit, Emerson Member 

Mike, a member of Emerson since 1979 is a retired physician (in the areas of Internal Medicine and Rheumatology). 

Though not specialized in infectious diseases or public health, his experience allows him to evaluate recommendations 

from those who do.  

 

Bonnie Homier, Emerson Member 

Bonnie has been a registered nurse for over 47 years, primarily in direct patient care.  The last 25 of those years, she has 

been both a bedside clinician and educator for patients, family and staff.  Bonnie has substantial knowledge in multiple 

levels of nursing management through both civilian and military experience. 

 

Janet Meininger, Emerson Member 

Janet’s background in public health includes a PhD in epidemiology, a master’s degree in public health nursing, and 51 

years of experience in the public health field, primarily in academic settings, teaching and conducting research.  Janet 

will contribute to the task force by applying current scientific evidence on the transmission and prevention of Covid-19.   

 

Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education 

Katy majored in biology in college, giving her just enough knowledge to find medical journals fascinating. As a creden-

tialed religious educator, Katy regularly connects with colleagues and UUA staff about best practices for churches. 

 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 
As interim minister, Rev.  Michelle brings the overall perspective of the church and grounds us in what is best for all of 
our members, staff, and visitors. She also communicates with other UUA ministers and is abreast of the overall UUA 
Guidelines for reopening campuses.  
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Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, 
debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 
Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or 
give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of giving, no 
need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed till September 2021, at which time the Board will reassess the need for this 
measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, April 20 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

