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Men’s Book Club 

Online, contact Cletus Lee 
for more information.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
 
February  7, 14, 21: Sunday Service with Rev. Michelle 
LaGrave 
February 28: Sunday Service with The Worship Team 

Auction Chair Needed 

Emersonians, the Spring 2021 Online Service Auction is coming up 
soon and we are looking for people who might be interested in 
serving as Chair. The current Auction Volunteers and former Auc-
tion Chair are ready to assist in making the 2021 Service Auction a 
success but we need your help! 
 
Duties include: 

 Announcements in Sunday Service, E-
Blast, and Newsletter 

 Volunteer Coordination 

 Donor Feedback 

 And Auction Website Maintenance 
(former Chair will help) 

 
Interested? Contact the office or simply reply 
to this eblast.  

New Year Wishes 

By Martin Estill, Board President 

On behalf of the new Board of Trustees and staff, we wish you the 

best in the new year.  As we begin that year, it is a much improved 

world but one that still requires we stay safe and distanced.  As 

such, we send our best and warmest virtual embrace to you all as 

a sign of our commitment to stay connected in our beloved com-

munity. 

 

Amanda Gorman, the nation’s first youth poet laureate, provided 

the nation with a wonderful start to our new year at President 

Biden’s inauguration.  Her words, full of hope, promise and com-

mitment provide an optimistic light to the beginning of our new 

year.   

 

“We've braved the belly of the beast 
We've learned that quiet isn't always peace 
And the norms and notions 
of what just is 
Isn't always just-ice 
And yet the dawn is ours . . .  
 
And so we lift our gazes not to what stands between us 
but what stands before us 
We close the divide because we know, to put our future first, 
we must first put our differences aside”  

Coming Up March 7th— 

Blessing of the Animals! 

Yes, we will bless our beloved 
animals - please submit a photo 
(and name) of your pet(s) to ale-
jandra@emersonhouston.org if 
you'd like them included in our 
slideshow!  
 
DEADLINE: Tuesday, March 2nd by noon. 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each 
Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during the 10 AM 
sessions online. Join us as you are able! 
 

February 7: “Co-Housing and Intentional Communities” 
with guest speaker Lynn Morstead.  
February 14: “Soul Matters – an introduction”, led by 
Katy Carpman 
February 21: Discussion of our UU 4th Principle: How do 
we affirm and promote a free and responsible search for 
truth and meaning. Facilitated by Beryl Kaminsky and 
Dori Wolfe  
February 28: "Our Pagan Backgrounds” – addressing 
features we see very clearly in modern Western religion. 
By Michael Condit 
 

The February virtual meeting of the Adult Religious 
Education committee will be on the second Tuesday, 
February 9, at 3:00 pm (https://emersonhouston.org/
ARETeam). We’d love to hear your ideas! If you can’t come 
to the meeting, submit your ideas into our online Suggestion 
Box.  

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://emersonhouston.org/ARETeam
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
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Covenanting with the Interim  

Minister, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

I recently signed up for UU Wellspring, a ten-month program of 

spiritual deepening, after having learned that they now offer 

groups for religious professionals as well as lay people.  This 

means I have been thinking about spiritual deepening a lot 

lately, both for myself and for our UU congrega-

tions.  One of the things I have come to realize is 

that I have had some unexamined beliefs at work 

for quite a while about what spiritual practice 

“should” or “should not” be in order to be done 

extraordinarily well.  These beliefs included 

things like… I “should” do spiritual practice first 

thing in the morning or I “should” do the same 

spiritual practice every day, month in and month 

out, year after year.  Now, I am beginning to re-

alize how very unhelpful these beliefs have been 

and that doing spiritual practice in those ways 

doesn’t actually work very well for me.  I don’t 

enjoy routine and repetition.  I do thrive on creativity and 

change.  I have realized that, for me, spiritual practices need to 

be a natural part of my whole life.  This means that weaving 

spiritual practices in and out, throughout all the other aspects 

of my life, and throughout my days and nights is what works 

best for me.  I have realized it is time for me to stop trying to 

live up to other people’s ideas about what good spiritual prac-

tice looks like.  I need to trust my own inner wisdom about who 

I am and what I need. 

 

I did not come to these conclusions entirely on my own.  I 

joined a small group of colleagues who have agreed to thought-

fully and intentionally come together to explore spiritual prac-

tices in a safe space; a space where we have been not only in-

vited but also encouraged to set aside any “shoulds” that might 

get in the way of our spiritual explorations.  And within this 

context, I have engaged with assigned readings, explored vari-

ous spiritual practices, and begun keeping a journal about my 

experiences.  I have barely begun and yet I can already sense 

the transformative potential that comes from engaging with 

this program and with this group of people. 

 

Which brings me back to all of you and to this 

congregation.  A similar program is available to all 

of you here at Emerson.  It is called Soul Matters.  

Soul Matters is a theme-based ministry program 

that allows for spiritual deepening in a myriad of 

ways.  This month’s theme is “Beloved Commu-

nity” and you will find it weaving in and out of 

congregational life – as the primary theme of at 

least one worship service and as a common 

theme in religious education classes, small group 

ministry settings (or covenant groups), and 

throughout social media posts.  This is a new program for Emer-

son and will take some time to learn.  That’s okay.  What I hope 

for each of you is that in whatever way or ways you choose to 

engage with the monthly themes, and with each other, you will 

find these experiences richly rewarding.  You are not alone.  

You are part of a congregation which, in turn, is part of an asso-

ciation of congregations.  And we have all of us, together, cove-

nanted to encourage one another to spiritual growth. 

 

May you each find your own wise inner teacher while also com-

panioning each other on the journey. 

 

Amen and Blessed Be 

 

Rev. Michelle 

February’s Share the Plate—The Houston Food Bank 

We can't host an at-church SouperBowl of Caring event right now, so let's be sure to support The 
Houston Food Bank with our Share the Plate this month! 
 
The Houston Food Bank is a 501c3 organization, feeding over a million people across Southeast 
Texas. Each dollar you give becomes three meals of food. Learn more at houstofoodbank.org .  
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this 
link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

Are you interested in spiritual growth, and in developing community with fellow Emersonians? If so, 

think about joining a covenant group! These small groups meet once or twice a month online, and 

we’re forming new groups now. Email our Director of Religious Education Katy to get on board, and 

you might want to try it out in a special Adult Religious Education session at 10 AM on February 

14th! 

http://houstofoodbank.org
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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Religious Education 

Our focus this month is Beloved 
Community – how do we create a 
world with all its people one? How 
do we speak up for justice, stay in 
the struggle when things get tough, 
and know that we, too, are beloved 
and worthy of community? 
 
Each month our Emerson commu-
nity focuses on a single idea, going 
deeper with one another. You can 
engage through Sunday worship, on 
social media, and optional covenant 
group sessions. Children and youth 
receive family packets in the mail. 

Katy Carpman,  

Director of Religious Education 

Event/Meeting Notices 
 

Stitchers - The Emerson Stitchers are back and meet 
virtually every Wednesday at 11 AM. Bring your nee-
dlework, beginning or advanced, and stitch with 
friends, new and old. http://emersonhouston.org/
StitchersGroup 
 

Beginner's Meditation Group - Meets online on Mon-
days at 7 PM. Email Marci to receive invite link. 
 

Third Monday Book Club - (formerly, the Men’s Book 
Group) meets regularly the third Monday of every 
month. The group discusses both fiction and non fic-
tion with a penchant for mystery and history. We 
limit our membership to 10 and currently have no 
openings. In normal times, the Group meets in a local 
restaurant. For now the the group is meeting via 
Zoom. For Information Contact Cletus Lee  
 

Choir Gatherings - 7-8 PM Wednesday nights. Con-
tact Adrian Rodriguez for details. 
 

Open Book Group - As of our January meeting, our 
book group (formerly Women’s Evening Book Group) 
officially has a new name! Going forward, we will be 
the Open Book Group. We will continue to meet on 
the third Thursday of each month at 7 PM. The group 
is open to people of all gender identities who are 
interested in reading and discussing a variety of 
books and who are interested in our informal style of 
meeting. February Book: The Orchard: A Memoir by 
Theresa Weir | Next Meeting: Thursday, Feb. 18 | 
Contact Jill Rose for more information. 
 

Friday Social Hour - Don’t be shut-in. Come to social 
hour with fellow Emersonians on Fridays at 7:30 PM. 
If interested, contact Mary Ann Rusk 
(mafrusk@comcast.net) or Pat Thomsen 
(patthom75@att.net) for an invitation. 
 

Virtual Open House - If you would like to learn more 
about Emerson then come and be a part of the con-
versation. Learn what membership means at Emer-
son. This also presents an opportunity to learn more 
about growing in mind and spirit while deepening 
your sense of belonging to this beloved community. If 
you are considering joining Emerson, please visit this 
link on Sunday, Feb. 14 (second Sunday of the month) 
at 12:30 PM: https://emersonhouston.org/
OpenHouse 
 

Mike Hilgart's Covenant Group - Third Sunday of the 
month - Contact: Mike. 
 

Ministry for Earth - Fourth Sundays (Feb. 28), 2-3 PM. 
Open to all. Join us at https://emersonhouston.org/
MFEmeets or call in to 346-248-7799. 

 

Some of our committees and groups are meet-
ing online - contact the facilitators for more info! 

Attention Families! 
We know, it has been so 
long since we could con-
nect in person at church, 
and unfortunately it’s go-
ing to be a long time yet 

before we’re all back. 
In the meantime, we’re 

planning monthly fun ways 
for children, youth, and 

families to connect.  
See your February packets 

and emails from Katy to 
learn more! 

Not seeing emails from 
Katy? Drop her a note with 

your best contact info. 

Ministry for Earth 

CCL Central Chapter meeting - Saturday, Feb. 13, 10:30 AM, online. 
Learn about the Sunnyside Solar Energy Project. Meeting Online or by 
phone: 1-929-205-6099; 6963048644# Passcode: 123. 

 

CCL Regional Conference - Feb. 20 and 21, online. "Forward To-
gether", to help solve Climate Change. More Information / Register. 

 

The Houston Climate Action Plan & Faith Communities - Sunday, Feb. 
14, 2 PM, online. Join Lara Cottingham, Chief Sustainability Officer for 
the City of Houston, to learn about the Houston Climate Action Plan 
(CAP) and how faith communities, houses of worship & their mem-
bers, can get involved. Register. 

 

Beach Cleanup with Galveston Bay Foundation in Kemah - Sunday, 
Feb. 21, from 2 - 4 PM in person. This is a socially-distanced group 
(limited to 10 people), so space is limited.  Sign up early to secure your 
spot if you'd like to join us. We provide all the supplies you would 
need – trash grabbers, gloves, bags, hand sanitizer, and extra masks 
plus a guide. Register and get waiver. 

http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
http://emersonhouston.org/StitchersGroup
mailto:marci713@sbcglobal.net
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:patthom75@att.net
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
https://emersonhouston.org/OpenHouse
mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://citizensclimate.zoom.us/j/6963048644
https://bit.ly/39r8hXz
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/the-houston-climate-action-plan-faith-communities-tickets-132687422653
https://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/f4oGd9P3Ecdf9rd


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed till September, at which time the Board will reassess the need for this meas-
ure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, February 16 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

