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Planning for 2021 

By Katie Scott, Board President 
As 2020 comes to an end, the Board is looking 
to the future and is hopeful about what's to 
come in 2021. As you know, we set a lofty 
stewardship campaign goal of $640,000. By 
ensuring fair compensation for our staff and 
making investments in our church and the 
Unitarian Universalist Association, we are 
living up to our values and can attract a great 
settled minister. We know that such a large 
goal may be unsettling to some of you; 
however, this is an aspirational goal. If we are 
afraid to ask for what we really need to 
operate, we won't know if it's possible. We 

also acknowledge and respect the importance of our 
congregation's financial health. Rest assured that if we are 
unable to reach our goal, the Board will adjust operational 
expenses accordingly.  
 
You may review the proposed 2021 budget available on the 
member’s section of the website and reach out to the Board 
at any time for comments or questions. The congregational 
budget meeting will be held online after the service on 
Sunday, December 13, to approve the upcoming budget.  

Congregational Meetings 

Save-the-Dates! 

Congregational Meeting on Budget will be online on Sunday, 
December 13, after the service. 
 
Plan Ahead: Annual Meeting is on January 24, 2021, online. 
Anyone who has been a member for at least ninety days has 
a vote. ***Annual Reports are due January 5, 2021 by e-mail 
to alejandra@emersonhouston.org.***  

Please note: As you make your Year-End Contributions, the 
rule is that a contribution is effective when delivered. This 
means a check received in the church offering in January 
2021 cannot be deducted for tax purposes in 2020, even if it 
is backdated to 2020. However, checks that are mailed and 
postmarked in 2020 are deductible in 2020, even if not re-
ceived until 2021.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
 
December 6: Spirituality and Social 
Justice series - Rev. Michelle and Lisa 
Rockett  
December 13: Music Service 
December 20: Sunday Service with 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
December 24: Christmas Eve Service 
with Rev. Michelle LaGrave and Adrian 
Rodriguez at 5:30 PM. Fill your night with candles and carols, and 
bask in the soft, sweet things of the season.  
December 27: The Worship Team 

Virtual Winter Solstice Celebration 

Monday, December 21 at 7:30 PM online. 
https://emersonhouston.org/wintersolstice or dial in 346 248 
7799 US (Houston). 
 
We may be gathering online, but we can still have music, read-
ings, music, and hope—in fact, we may need these rituals more 
than ever this  year. This year we won’t be able to have a circle 
of candles in the Sanctuary, but we hope each of you will join us 
with your own candle.  We will enjoy beautiful music as we re-
flect on the calm, dark silence of the quiet earth and move to a 
hopeful call for the return of the sun.  

mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/wintersolstice
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Covenanting with the Interim  

Minister, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Dear Ones, 

 

During a recent Sunday service, I spoke to you about the nature 

of community building and the use of the imagination in asking 

“What if…” questions.  This is how I ended my message: 

 

I recently had a conversation with someone, a colleague, about 

the challenges of doing interim ministry online and during a 

pandemic.  She shared a quote with me: “Every 

Change Changes Everything.”  It is a great, 

pithy, way of remembering exactly how sys-

tems theory works.  Our nation, certainly, has 

seen great changes this week and will continue 

to do so for some time as each major change 

brings even more change. But I am reminded of 

the subtext of this quote: that every little 

change, changes everything.  That’s how sys-

tem theory works, on a smaller scale, here, at 

home, in one congregation, going through an 

interim time.  And so, I will leave you with two 

more possibilities to ponder as we go forward, 

little changes that just might change everything, both about the 

nature of community and how to build it: 

 

What if… we don’t advertise Sunday service topics ahead of 

time? 

 

What if… we don’t schedule meetings that involve doing church 

business on Sundays? 

 

Then we… might come together on Sunday mornings, more for 

the purpose of being together in community than interest in a 

topic. 

 

Then we.. might better learn to pause, to rest, to take a Sab-

bath, to come together for the purpose of knowing each other 

and becoming known. 

 

With this, I invite you to consider the ways in which you might 

continue to build beloved community and leave you to your 

musings… 

 

Some of you have already shared with me that you are thinking 

about changing your church (business) meeting schedules away 

from Sundays, that focusing on community building activities 

on Sundays sounds like a better way to approach congregation-

al life, and that with this pandemic a new opportunity has pre-

sented itself in that travel to and from the church is no longer a 

consideration in setting church meeting schedules.  We also 

mused together about how church life might change post-

pandemic; that some meetings may continue to be held re-

motely or with some people at church and others online and 

what that might mean for congregational life.   

 

Others of you have already said that you are considering chang-

ing how you think about going to services on Sunday, both in 

terms of why you go to church services and how you decide on 

which Sunday to attend.  We have mused together about 

whether it is the topic that is important or the being together in 

community that is important. 

 

Interim work is all about empowering a con-

gregation in their ability to reflect and then 

thoughtfully and intentionally choose wheth-

er to keep or change a pattern of behavior.  

You have made a promising start.  Of course, 

there is much more to do, many more “What 

if” questions to ask and reflect upon, but this 

is exactly what the interim time is all about.  

If you do this work, and I have confidence 

you can and will do this work, this is exactly 

what potential settled ministers are going to 

be looking for in a congregation – the con-

gregation’s ability to reflect on their patterns 

of behavior and then intentionally and thoughtfully choose to 

keep or change those patterns in a way that best lives out their 

values. 

 

We will do the work together. 

 

In Faith and Love, 

 

Rev. Michelle 

December’s Share the Plate— 

Benevolence Fund 

Administered by the Minister, the Fund provides immediate 
financial assistance to members of the congregation or the 
community who are experiencing a financial emergency. 
People who receive assistance are also encouraged to take 
advantage of the network of social support organizations, 
but sometimes there is no substitute for an immediate small 
monetary gift and - “no questions asked”. It can mean the 
difference between someone making it through a difficult 
stretch or slipping further behind. Please give generously so 
that Emerson can continue to have a positive impact on peo-
ple’s immediate well-being.  
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's 
Share-the-Plate, please visit this link: https://
emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each 
Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during the 10 
AM sessions via Zoom. Join us as you are able! 
 
December 6:  What justice should Emerson be working 
on in the world? Share your ideas with our Social 
Action Council! 
December 13:  Discussion on "Silence," facilitated by 
Pat Smith 
December 20:  Discussion of our UU 2nd Principle: How 
do we affirm and promote justice, equity and 
compassion in human relations? Facilitated by Dori 
Wolfe and Beryl Kaminsky. 
December 27:  Discussion on Miracles – As we reflect 
on 2020, where are the miracles in our lives? 
 
The December virtual meeting of the Adult Religious 
Education committee will be on the second Tuesday, 
December 8, at 3 PM. We’d love to hear your ideas! If 
you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into 
our online Suggestion Box.  

FOCUS 

 
This month our Faith 
Rocket theme is MIRACLES. 
In this season of wonder, 
we hear the stories of 
world-changing miracles. 
How do you, as a Unitarian 
Universalist, see miracles? 

 

• If someone claimed a 
miracle, what would 
you need to believe 
them?  

• When was the last time you experienced the miraculous? 
 
Each month our Emerson community focuses on a single idea, going 
deeper with one another.  You can engage through Sunday worship, 
on social media, an Exploration session 10 AM on December 27th, 
and optional covenant group sessions. Children and youth will 
receive packets in the mail. 
 
Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education 

WISHING YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 

Happy 
Holidays! 

UU the Vote 

The goal of UU the Vote has been a vibrant democracy, where citizens exercise their power and right to vote.  Hundreds of UU con-
gregations across America, including Emerson, showed up and did the work. In Texas, our UU Collaborative of churches contacted 
(in round numbers) 43,000 voters via phone, texts, postcards, and meetings. Emerson did 11,000 of those contacts or 25%. Nation-
wide, UU the Vote contacted nearly 3 million voters, far exceeding the original goal of 1 million. The 2020 election is over, but our 
goal as Unitarians remains the same, building a future where all can thrive.  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: 
https://emersonhouston.org/
SundayService. For instructions on how to 
join, visit: https://emersonhouston.org/
about-worship/ welcome-to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed through the end of the year, at which time the Board will reassess the need 
for this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

«AddressBlock» 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Thursday, December 10 
EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE 
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