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NOVEMBER 2020 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

Covenanting with the Interim  

Minister, Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Hello Everyone! 
 
I have now been with you just two months and have been busy 
attending many, many meetings and church events.  This is a 
busy church!  I am impressed with all that you do, especially 
during such complicated times as we now all find ourselves.  I 
am excited by some of the work that is now underway, including 
the Board’s decision to add a part-time membership coordina-
tor position to the upcoming year’s budget! 
 
While I am still learning about your church, I hope to meet those 
of you who I have not yet seen in a coffee hour or church event 
or open house or church meeting or spoken with on the phone.  
If this describes you, please reach out, either to me or, if you 
have an idea for an online event, a member of the Transition 
Team (Lisa Rockett, Annie New, Carol Trout, Jill Rose, Mark Holt, 

(Continued on page 2) 

Together for the Long Haul 

The Fair Share Guide 
The Pledge Campaign is in full 
swing. If you have submitted your 
pledge, thank you!  If you are one 
of us who is still trying to decide 
about how much to pledge, you 
may want to refer to the Fair Share 
Guide that was included in your 
packet (and reprinted here).   
The Fair Share Guide is a 

voluntary, flexible and progressive guide to help you make a 
decision about your pledge amount for 2021.  
 
It is Voluntary.   

• You decide whether or not to use it and whether or not 
to give at a “fair share” level.   

It is Flexible.   

• Each of us has our own unique circumstances to 
consider in deciding how much to pledge. Consider your 
capacity in terms of your household income as well as 
your specific circumstances and financial obligations.  
Adjust your income level based on your circumstances.  

• You decide what level of commitment you have to 
Emerson UU Church by referring to the 3 levels of 
commitment described at the bottom of the chart that 
correspond to three levels of giving.  See the yellow, 
blue and green areas of the chart.    

It is Progressive. 

• Those with larger incomes can afford to give a higher 
percentage of their income. Depending on income and 
commitment level, the suggested pledge amount ranges 
from 1% to 10% of annual income. 

 
Pledging is an essential part of being a member of Emerson 
UU Church.  Every pledge in any amount is important and 
appreciated.  Your fellow Emersonians are deeply grateful 
for your financial support and involvement in the life of our 
beloved community. See the Fair Share Guide on our 
website. 

Share the Plate Nominations 

The Outreach Committee is asking for nominations for 2021 
recipients of our Share the Plate monthly offerings by 
November 15th. Nomination forms are available online on the 
church website (https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/
share-the-plate/) along with guidelines. 
 
Committee 
members 

 

UU The Vote 

As we look to beyond November 3, the UUA’s National UU the 
Vote team has asked UU congregations to be Ready and Resili-
ent. To make plans so that we can respond with nimbleness, 
spiritual grounding, concrete resources, and commitment for 
the long haul. To do what we can do to nourish and defend our 
democracy. The Texas Collaborative of UU the Vote will focus on 
these issues as needed in November and beyond. 

Women’s Evening Book Club 

Anxious People by Fredrik Backman 
on Thursday, November 19, at 7 PM, online 
Contact Jill Rose for more information.  

Men’s Book Club 

Online, contact Cletus Lee 
for more information.  

https://emersonhouston.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/10/Fair-Share-Guide-2020.pdf
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:cletus.lee@icloud.com
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November’s Share the Plate—Houston Food Bank 

More than 1.1 million people in the 18 southeast Texas counties served by Houston Food Bank are considered food insecure, 
meaning they lack consistent access to enough nutritious food to fuel a healthy life. In order to address this issue, the Houston 
Food Bank distributes food and other essentials to those in need through a network of 1,500 community partners. In addition, 
they also provide programs and services aimed at helping families 
achieve long-term stability including nutrition education, job training, 
health management, and help in securing state-funded assistance. 
Read more... 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share-the-
Plate, please visit this link: https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-
giving/ 

and Greg Hunt).  I would love to meet you!  I know it’s a bit more chal-
lenging than usual to get to know each other in this socially-distant time 
and it takes a little more effort than usual but I want you to know that I 
do welcome hearing from you. 
  
To that end, I’d like to share a little bit about my ministerial schedule 
and how to best reach me.  At this point, I am doing most of my work 
from home.  You can reach me by email or cell phone (text or voice are 
both fine) and you can always find that information in the members’ 
area of the church website.  We can meet by Zoom, talk on the phone, 
or message, whatever works best for you. 
 
Ministerial schedules, by their nature, need to have a good deal of flexi-
bility to them.  Here are some basic guidelines I use when planning my 
week in case they are helpful to you. 
 
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays are best for emails and most 
online meetings. 
 
Fridays are reserved for worship-related reading, writing, and rehears-
ing.  I rarely respond to emails on Fridays so it’s best to call or text if 
there is an emergency.  I keep Sabbath on Friday nights but will respond 
to emergencies, so please do call if necessary. 
 
Saturdays are best for scheduling church workshops and social events. 
 
Sundays are dedicated to preparing for and leading worship, attending 
the church’s social hour (aka coffee hour) and Open Houses.  As is cus-
tomary with all UU ministers, I take one weekend off a month so that I 
might spend time with my family. 
 
Mondays are my day off.  Again, please call or text if it is an emergency. 
 
I am excited to continue getting to know you both as individuals and as 
a church! 
 
In Faith and with Love, 
 
Rev. Michelle 

(Continued from page 1—Rev. Michelle LaGrave) 

FOCUS 

 
This month our Faith Rocket theme is POSSIBILITIES. 
 

• In an uncertain future, how do you assess 
possibility in your own life? 

 

• What is currently part of your life that you 
once thought impossible? 

 
 
Each month our Emerson community focuses on a 
single idea, going deeper with one another.  You 
can engage through Sunday worship, on social 
media, an Exploration session 10 AM on November 
15th, and optional covenant group sessions. 
Children and youth will receive packets in the mail. 
 
In faith, 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 

https://www.houstonfoodbank.org/about-us/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each Sunday to explore a 
diversity of topics during the 10 AM sessions via Zoom. Join us as you are 
able! 
 
November 1: Financial concerns and disability in the elderly/legal and 
ethical concerns presented by Tom McCulloch and introduced by Ian 
Sachs/Lay Pastoral Ministry Team. 
November 8: Advance planning for imminent death/end of life autonomy 
presented by Janet McCulloch and introduced by Ian Sachs/Lay Pastoral 
Ministry Team. 
November 15: Discussion of “Possibilities”, the Faith Rocket theme for the 
month, facilitated by Dori Wolfe.  
November 22:  Discussion of our UU 1st Principle: The worth and dignity of 
every person, facilitated by Beryl Kaminsky and Dori Wolfe. 
November 29:  Discussion of hymns by Carolyn McDade, including “Spirit 
of Life”, led by Pat Smith. 
 
The November virtual meeting of the Adult Religious Education committee 
will be on the second Tuesday, November 10, at 3 PM. We’d love to hear 
your ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into our 
online Suggestion Box.  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
 
November 1, 8 and 22—Sunday Service with 
Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
 
November 15—Rights and Resistance of 
Indigenous Peoples, led by Pat Smith and Patti 
Wither 
Join us for a recognition of Indigenous Peoples’ 
rights and their efforts to protect them. Plus a 
little history that might surprise you: treaties, the 
shape of independent Texas' influence on 
Indigenous lands, and recent Supreme Court 
decisions. 
 
November 29—Guest Minister, Rev. Erin Walter 

Congratulations to Ken McLeod who retired! He 
has closed his psychotherapy practice. 

 
We extend the sympathy of the congregation to 
the family of Robert (Bob) Vick, longtime member 
of Emerson, who died on October 13, 2020.  Bob 
and his wife Rose, who predeceased him, joined 

Emerson in 1965.  Emerson Church was meaningful to them and their 
daughter, Suzanne, remembers coming to RE here.  The family has 
included Emerson as a recipient of memorial contributions.  More 
information about Bob and his life may be found at Geo. H. Lewis & 
Sons (www.geohlewis.com). 
 
Our thoughts and prayers and with Linda Daichman and her family as 
they mourn the death of her father. 

Wheel of Life 

Ministry for Earth Events 

Join us for these ONLINE events in November. For details and registration 
links, go to the webpage https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/
ministry-for-earth/.  
Living the Change- Good info and discussion on implementing new habits. 
Continues Thursdays at 6 PM. Nov. 5, 12, and 19. 
Texas Tribes -Friday, Nov. 20th, 6 PM  and Friday, Dec. 18th at 6 PM. Online 
conversations to learn how the Carrizo Comocrudo Tribe of Texas is re-
sisting construction of pipelines and fracked gas terminals on their sacred 
lands.  
The Path of Hope: A Study on Climate Action for Faith Communities. 
Four Tuesdays:, Oct. Oct. 27 – Nov. 17, at 6 PM. Key climate policy issues 
that intersect with universal faith concerns for vulnerable and marginal-
ized people and actions for advocacy.  
November 22, 2 PM, virtual meeting – Comparing Houston’s Climate Ac-
tion Plan to Emerson’s LEED certification.  
OUTDOORS: November 8, 1:30-4:30 PM. Willow Waterhole Conservancy 
workday: mulching, pruning, etc. in family groups, masks, distanced. 

Congratulations to Dori 

Wolfe and Wolfe Energy LLC 

for being nominated for a United Nations Associa-
tion, Houston award for work on the Sunnyside 
Energy solar farm project. The nomination recog-
nizes Wolfe Energy for promoting the global goals 
of sustainable development. The project was 
awarded to Wolfe Energy by the international 
C40 Reinventing Cities competition. Wolfe Ener-
gy, the team lead for this project, is working hard 
to bring true, community-owned solar to Sunny-
side, as well as discounted electricity and aqua-
ponic urban farming opportunities to Sunnyside 
residents. The Sunnyside Energy Trust, a non-
profit started by the community to oversee this 
project, will make sure the project fulfills the mis-
sion of being beneficial for the community. Sus-
tainable solutions created in Houston will have an 
impact for the entire planet. 
 
On a 240-acre for-
mer landfill in 
Sunnyside, the 
team will construct 
one of the largest, 
if not the largest, 
urban solar farms 
in Texas. In addi-
tion to generating enough electricity to supply 
about 12,000 homes and provide power dis-
counts for low-income residents in the neighbor-
hood, the project will train and employ local labor 
in solar installation and revitalize an eyesore in 
the community.  A win on so many levels and a 
model for so many other cities. Details at https://
www.c40reinventingcities.org/en/sites/holmes-
road-landfill-1271.html 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/robert-vick-9762384
https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/houston-tx/robert-vick-9762384
http://www.geohlewis.com/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/MFEmeets
https://www.unahouston.org/
https://www.unahouston.org/
https://www.c40reinventingcities.org/en/sites/holmes-road-landfill-1271.html
https://www.c40reinventingcities.org/en/sites/holmes-road-landfill-1271.html
https://www.c40reinventingcities.org/en/sites/holmes-road-landfill-1271.html


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, November 10 
EARLY HOLIDAY DEADLINE 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed through the end of the year, at which time the Board will reassess the need 
for this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      
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