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Looking Forward to 2021 

By Katie Scott, Board President 

It may seem like 2020 will never end; however, 
2021 will be here before we know it and the Board 
is excited about what's to come. We are happy to 
share that we are adding a part-time membership 
coordinator for the 2021 church year. We envision 
this position will help our congregation engage and 
connect with both current and new members. As 
we enter into our Stewardship campaign, we will 
talk more about our vision for 2021. We hope that 
you will be an active part of planning for our future 
by pledging to financially support Emerson. Join us 
virtually October 10th as we kick off our 
stewardship campaign, Together for the Long Haul 
to hear more.  

Covenanting with the  

Interim Minister 

By Rev. Michelle LaGrave 

Dear Ones, 
 
As I write this, we are just a month into a new in-
terim ministry here at Emerson and a few days 
past the annual Homecoming Sunday service dur-
ing which we entered into a new covenantal rela-
tionship.  For those of you who might have missed 
that service or who might like to revisit our cove-
nant, I am reprinting it here, with deep apprecia-
tion to the Rev. Barbara Child who wrote the cove-
nant in its original form and then gave permission 
to UU interim ministers and congregations to use 
both widely and freely. 

(Continued on page 2) 

We Will Be Together for the Long Haul! 

Stewardship Program Kick-Off Event, 7 PM 

October 10, 2020 

During the pandemic and with almost weekly 
dramatic demonstrations of the violence and 
inequality experienced by black people in our 
country, things can seem out of control. 
Emersonians are concerned. We want to connect 
with each other for fun and comfort.  We would 
like to be together for music and song and for the 
emotional support that hugs provide.  But we also 
want to do more to create an anti-racist society.  On October 10, 2020, 
we will virtually kick-off this year’s Together for the Long Haul 
Stewardship Campaign.   
  
The keynote speaker will be Harris County Precinct 1 Commissioner 
Rodney Ellis.  He will thank us for supporting the Equal Justice Initiative’s 
Harris County Community Remembrance Project, which commemorates 
four terror lynchings of black people in Harris County during the first half 
of the 20th century.  Commissioner Ellis will encourage us to get into 
more “good trouble” by participating with and supporting organizations 
working to make a more just and equitable society. He will remind us 
about other significant changes regarding bail reform and creating a new 
minority business program for the county. 
  
While the subject of anti-racism and Black Lives Matter is serious, the 
work Emerson has done so far is hopeful and requires continued fuel and 
passion.  Details about our support of the Remembrance Project  are 
described on our website.  Emersonians should celebrate what we've 
done and we should inspire each other to do more. We have more work 
to do; so we will join together to accomplish more.  The pandemic has 
halted in-person gatherings, but we will be together for the long haul 
using technology for music and connections, until we can gather together 
in person. 
  
In addition to music performed by professionals and Emerson members 
and the keynote address, the kick-off event will outline two special 
incentives for new pledges and for increased pledges (over 2019 donation 
amounts).  A generous Emersonian has agreed to double all new pledges 
and to donate $500 for every member household who increases the 
pledge by 10% or more over their 2019 donation amount. 
  
All members will receive a Zoom meeting link several days before the 
event which will take place at 7 PM on October 10, 2020.  For additional 
information please contact the Stewardship Committee Chair, Michael 
Bloom, at mfbloom12@gmail.com or at 713-501-7008.   

Emerson’s 60th Anniversary  

is coming up soon! 

Do you have any humorous stories and anec-
dotes to share related to Emerson's first 60 

years? If so, email them to Rev. Michelle and 
they will be shared during the 60th birthday 

service happening October 18th!  

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femersonhouston.org%2Fsocial-action%2Fcommunity-remembrance-project-of-the-equal-justice-initiative%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNisha.Randle%40cp1.hctx.net%7C2016c18ed09e46f5ff6f08d859d21be5%7C0d9bc79c581
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Femersonhouston.org%2Fsocial-action%2Fcommunity-remembrance-project-of-the-equal-justice-initiative%2F&data=02%7C01%7CNisha.Randle%40cp1.hctx.net%7C2016c18ed09e46f5ff6f08d859d21be5%7C0d9bc79c581
mailto:mfbloom12@gmail.com
mailto:revmlagrave@gmail.com
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October’s Share the Plate—  

Plant It Forward 

Plant It Forward offers economically dis-
advantaged refugees an opportunity to 
become self-sufficient through growing, harvesting, and selling 
produce from a sustainable urban farm within the city of Hou-
ston. Each farm will have the potential to generate a fair wage 
for a family of four while providing premium brand sustainably-
grown produce to Houstonians. Plant It Forward secures land, 
selects, trains, and mentors farmers and establishes each on 
their own urban farm to sell under the Plant It Forward brand. 
Read more... 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Emerson's Share
-the-Plate, please visit this link: https://emersonhouston.org/
electronic-giving/ 

President:  Will you all please rise in body or spirit and enter 
into this covenant together with the Rev. Michelle LaGrave, 
our Interim Minister. 
 
Congregation:  We welcome you as our partner in ministry this 
interim year, at the threshold of our brief journey together.  
We will use our hands and hearts, our vision and voices, to 
help and not to harm this beloved community through this 
time of transition. 
 
Interim Minister:  I too will use my hands and heart, my vision 
and voice, to help and not to harm your beloved community 
through this time of transition. 
 
Congregation:  We will share our portions of truth with you, 
and will listen deeply to what you say, that we may grow in 
understanding. 
Interim Minister:    I too will share my portions of truth with 
you, and will listen deeply to what you say, that I may grow in 
understanding. 
 
Congregation:  We will dare to disagree agreeably with you, to 
dream what we may become, and to venture down some un-
tried paths as we make ready for new called ministry to this 
Congregation. 
 
Interim Minister:  I will dare to speak hard truths to you as 
best I can discern them, to hold up a mirror so you can see 
your past and present clearly, and to make some empty space 
here for the new to enter in. 
 
President:  In this brief and precious time – 
All:  May we be a blessing to each other, and may we be a 
blessing to the world. 
 
During the message which immediately preceded our entering 
into this covenant, I articulated the expectation that we will 
begin this new ministry with integrity,  thoughtfulness, love, 
and intentionality about how we will be together in this spiritu-
al and philosophical home; a home, a community, that is both 
temporary and permanent.  And, so, we have.  As Unitarian 
Universalists, we are a covenantal faith.  That means we make 
agreements about how to be together, not about what to think 
or believe.  We agree about how to behave, about how to be in 
right relationship with each other, and… we call our highest 
ideals, that is whatever we individually consider to be of ulti-
mate worth, to witness to our agreements, our covenants.  
None of us will be perfect in living out this covenant, for we are 
all human, but it will serve as a home base, a place to which we 
can return when we fall short.  This beloved home, this com-
munity, is the place where we practice growing.  Together, we 
will grow – we are already growing, in love, and in trust, and in 
faithfulness.  So have we begun and so shall we continue. 
 
In Love and Faithfulness,  
 
Rev. Michelle 

(Continued from page 1—Rev. Michelle LaGrave) 
Focus 

A pandemic, 
climate change 
disasters, 
political unrest, 
and so much 
inequality in our 
world –  
we are in a time 
of loss. 
 
This month our 
Faith Rocket 
theme is GRIEF. 

 
What loss have 
you grieved that surprised you? 

What advice would you give to someone else who is newly 
grieving? 

 
Each month our Emerson community focuses on a single idea, 
going deeper with one another.  You can engage through Sunday 
worship, on social media, an Exploration session 10 AM on 
October 18th, and optional covenant group sessions. Children 
and youth will receive packets in the mail. 

Emerson’s English Language Learners 

Since 2015, Emerson has hosted free English classes in Houston 
for anyone who wants to learn, three days a week in Delaney 
Hall at Emerson. We have served hundreds of students from doz-
ens of countries over the years. 
Emerson English Language Learners program has been suspend-
ed due to the COVID-19 pandemic. We will create a new registra-
tion and semester program only after our church determines 
that we can gather safely in classrooms. (For updates you may 
call our voicemail at 713-782-0825.) Our thanks to all of the stu-
dents, teachers and volunteers who make this school possible.  
We hope you will hold space in your lives to be a part of our pro-
gram again.  In the meantime, be well. 

https://plant-it-forward.org/our-story/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/


 

 
         3 

Congratulations to Fritz and Marilyn, who 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on Friday, 
September 11th. 
 
Our hearts are with Carla Saunders, who lost her 
dog Nicky on September 18. He was surrounded 
by love and went peacefully with assistance from 

Senior Paws. Nicky lived 13 years and 8 months,  which is a gloriously 
long time for a Neapolitan Mastiff. 
 
Alisha Loftin’s mother, Carolyn, suffers from Alzheimer's and her 
health is quickly deteriorating. Our thoughts and prayers are with 
Alisha and her family during this difficult time. 

Adult Religious Education 

(ARE) 

We are grateful to be able to join in community each 
Sunday to explore a diversity of topics during the 10 
AM sessions via Zoom. Join us as you are able! 
 
October 4:“Existentialism and Religion, Part 2” - how 
existentialism affects philosophy and religion today, 
presented by Michael Condit 
October 11:"Self-care During the Pandemic" 
presented by April Smith and Ian Sachs of the Emerson 
Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 
October 18:“Same ocean, different vessels – 
navigating grief” from the Faith Rocket curriculum, 
facilitated by Dori.  
October 25:“The Cognitive Revolution” - Homo 
sapiens were an animal of no significance, until about 
70,000 years ago. What happened? Why are we still 
here? - presented by David May 
 
The October virtual meeting of Adult Religious 
Education committee will be on the third Thursday, 
October 15 at 7 PM. We’d love to hear your ideas! If 
you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into 
our online Suggestion Box.  
 
Poetry Group will meet virtually on October 18 at 3 
PM (contact Larry Kelly (lvkelly@swbell.net)) and 
Ministry for Earth will meet virtually on a day/time 
TBD (contact Ann May, abmay11@gmail.com) 

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM 

https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService 
 
October 4, 18 and 25—Sunday Service with Rev. 
Michelle LaGrave 
 
October 11—Be the YOU in UU the Vote 
We will worship in virtual community with Unitarian 
Universalists across America, and we will reaffirm our 
commitment to VOTING in 2020. We will hear UUA 
President Susan Fredrick-Gray challenge us to answer 
the call of our faith in support of democracy and social 
justice. Then our church's team will join the service 
and invite Emersonians to step up for the final three 
week push of UU the Vote. Learn about opportunities 
to postcard, textbank, and phonebank, and take the 
Pledge to Vote. 

A submission for the 

newsletter from Fred Wolfe! 
I want to dance with you, 
covid is keeping us apart. 

In my mind we can do a ballet 
six feet apart, spin and twirl on Tippee toe 

round and round we go 
Oh, I so want to dance with you 

and you and you and you. 
Being apart is so hard, 

I want to dance with you. 
I want to hug and talk 

and laugh and joke, 
but most of all I want to dance with you 

and you and you and you. 
The dance of life, round and round we go 

as days and months go bye 
we seek the joy of knowing you 

and you and you and you. 

Wheel of Life 

Share the Plate 

Nominations 

The Outreach Committee is 
asking for nominations for 2021 
recipients of our Share the Plate 
monthly offerings by November 
15th. Nomination forms are 
available online on the church 
website (https://
emersonhouston.org/social-
action/share-the-plate/) along 
with guidelines. 
 
Committee members include Lisa 
Rockett, Beth Hammer, 
Dominique Nelson, Dolores 
Wolfe, and Ellen Norton. 

UU The Vote 

Emerson has joined with seven UU churches in the Texas Collaborative For 
UU The Vote, coordinating our voter outreach efforts for the 2020 elec-
tions.  The Collaborative will focus on postcarding and phone banking with 
national UU the Vote and Reclaim Our Vote. We will also partner with 
Houston’s interfaith TMO (The Metropolitan Organization) in their “Stand 
Up and Take Charge” campaign to encourage local voter turnout and to 
hold candidates accountable for campaign promises via open access Ac-
countability Sessions. 

Ministry for Earth Events 

For details and links to events below, see: https://emersonhouston.org/
social-action/ministry-for-earth/. Questions? Email us at  
ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. 
 

• Living the Change weekly online discussion group 

• People of the Land, a monthly discussion with TXUUJM, UUSC, and 
UUMFE. 

• Screening of The Condor and the Eagle, September 30. 

• Rain Barrel sale near Emerson! Unity Church (Richmond at Hillcroft) 
and First Congregational Church, weekend of October 10 & 11. 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform
mailto:lvkelly@swbell.net
mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/share-the-plate/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
https://emersonhouston.org/social-action/ministry-for-earth/
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, October 20 

Rev. Michelle LaGrave, Interim Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed through the end of the year, at which time the Board will reassess the need 
for this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.org/pledge-a-gift/
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/SundayService
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/%20welcome-to-zoom/

