
 

June 2016 

Emerson’s Service Auction Successes!!! 
 

This year’s Emerson Service Auction, “Out of the World,” on April 23, 2016, was 
galactically great fun!  Auctioneer Andrew Bost was back to host the Live Auction, 
and Becky and Mark showed up to place a bid – in their 2-D cutout form. Even 
some interstellar beings walked amongst the party-goers.  (If you have some good 
photos of the costumes, please send them in to office@emersonhouston.org and 
we’ll post them to the website.) 

 
Happily, the Auction raised a net total of $52,425 this year.  
Although it fell short of its goals in all three categories—both Fund-A-Needs and 
the church operating line item (about $17,500 in all), we greatly appreciate the 
generous spirit of the contributors.  And it’s still not too late to make up the 
differences.  All additional contributions will be gratefully received.  There are still 
a few items left that you can purchase, or you can still donate to the Fund a Need 
projects.  Please see the website for details, or email us at 

    New Emerson Website!  Same URL!  Check it out!   
http://www.emersonhouston.org/  

 

Mobile-friendly! Visitor friendly! Search friendly! Simpler navigation! Simpler site! 
 

 New: 
·   Upcoming service feature on the home page 
·   Upcoming events on the home page and every page 
·   Key areas of interest to visitors on the home page 
 Improved: 
·   Content was consolidated and organized by topic 
·   More pictures 
·   No lists of unrelated links 
 Still under construction: 
·   Members section 
·   Archive of past services 
 

How you can help:    
Tell the webwizard@emersonhouston.org about 
broken links, typos, etc., using the link at the bottom  
of EVERY PAGE! 
  

Quick index to important information: 
Next Service?    Homepage  Coming Events?   Homepage  Tips for First-Time Visitors?  Homepage 
Directions and Map? Top of every page  Social Media links? Top of Homepage 
Children and Youth Classes?  Religious Education tab in main menu. 
Contact Information and webmaster? Bottom of every page. 

mailto:office@emersonhouston.org
http://www.emersonhouston.org/
mailto:webwizard@emersonhouston.org
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From Katy—    
 

 

We handed the children twenty straws, a 

handful of paperclips, and a few lengths of 

painter’s tape. Could they build something to 

support the weight of a hymnal. They required 

no further instruction. 

 

What does this have to do with Unitarian 

Universalism? Our heritage story was 

Antoinette Brown and Olympia Brown working 

to become ministers, and later inspiring 

countless other women in the struggle for the 

vote and later toward world peace. 

  

The day’s lesson was about support—how a religious community can work together to help one 

another face challenges. This was also a conversation at our Religious Education Innovation 

Conversations on May 15th—how can we support families in growing healthy, wise young Unitarian 

Universalists? Here are just a few of the ideas in the works—contact me if you’d like to be part of a 

working group! 

 Offering Our Whole Lives (Comprehensive Sexuality Education) for All Ages, including 

sending 4+ adults to training this August  

 Creating more intergenerational opportunities—game nights, field trips, and learning the 

history of our congregation from elders 

 Honoring nature by integrating our gardens into Sunday School programs 

  

In June we begin our Summer Sunday School with a World of New Friends, ages four to twelve 

learning about children of many faiths and cultures. As we do during the school year, children and 

teachers begin in the service with their families, then head to class in Room 108 around 11:15 AM. 

Class dismisses at noon, though we may get caught up in 

our learning centers! 

 

June 19th we will all worship together—I’ll be leading a 

participatory service on Failing Forward.  

(on the next page) 

 

 

Katy Carpman 

Director of Religious Education    
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Typical Sunday Schedule 

• 9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins    

 10 AM Adult Ed and Kids’ Activities • 11 AM Worship • 11:15 AM Kids’ Programming 

 

June 5                    The Pines, the Ashes, and the Seedlings—Nell Newton 

 

It’s easy to be dazzled by beauty of nature and when we wander into religious naturalism we 

are apt to spend more time admiring its prettier parts. Our seventh principle asks us to hold 

“respect for the interdependent web of all existence of which we are a part.” But that web has 

some dark strands and complex connections that elude our understanding. In this sermon we’ll 

take a walk through the burned out forests of Bastrop, Texas, to consider the implications of a 

deep green religion. 

 

June 12                                          Encouragement— Patti Henry 

 

When a waitress would ask my dad what he would like, he would often answer, "Just a kind 
word."  And isn't that something we all could use?  Come hear our  guest speaker, author and 
psychotherapist Patti Henry, speak about our need to give -- and receive -- encouragement.  
This is one you won't want to miss! 
 

June 19                                           Failing Forward—Katy Carpman 

 

Let’s face it—often in life we have no idea what we’re doing, and if we wait until we’re ready, 

we might never get started. What if we start with the assumption that failure's necessary? 

All ages take part in this special worship service. 

 

June 26                                      The Gnostic New Age—April DeConick 

 

Professor DeConick will share insights she learned while writing her newest book, The Gnostic 

New Age (Columbia University, Press 2016). Her talk will highlight how the ancient gnostics 

revolutionized religion with an innovative and countercultural form of spirituality. This new 

form of spirituality shifted the purpose of religion from the worship and appeasement of the 

gods to the therapeutic journey of the human for holism and unity with the source of life and 

being.  She will explain how Gnosticism survived into the modern world and why she thinks 

that this form of spirituality underlies Unitarian Universalism. 

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  
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Wheel of  Life 
 Congratulations to our high school seniors as they graduate and 

begin new adventures. 

 Our Emerson family was saddened to learn of the deaths of two 

long-time Emersonians in May.  

 Charles (Chuck) Davis died on May 1st. Service arrangements 

are pending. 

  Don Weaver died on May 11th. We will have a memorial 

service here on June 4th at 4 PM. 

 Stevie and Kenneth Miller's son Gavin is home from the NICU! The 
family shares their thanks with all for their  thoughts and words of 
encouragement! 

 Lydia Kelly is recovering from a hospital stay. 
 Judy Williams welcomes new grandbaby, Fiona Simone Gibson was 

born May 22, 2016, to Sarah and Andrew Gibson. 

JUNE SPECIAL COLLECTIONS 
                        —Marilyn Rambow 

 
In June our Sunday plate offerings will go to the Bread for the 
World Institute.  Bread for the World Institute provides 
nonpartisan policy analysis on hunger and strategies to end it.  
The Institute has been educating opinion leaders, policymakers, 
and the pubic about hunger in the United States and abroad 
since 1975 and has become a trusted voice in national life.  
Solving a complex problem such as hunger requires a clear 
understanding of the impact of specific policies and how policies 
affect each other.  Its annual book-length Hunger Report focuses 
on a selected topic and its relationship to the root causes of 
hunger and malnutrition.  
 

Recommendations for policy change based on the report’s nonpartisan analyses guide the advocacy 
of its sister organization, Bread for the World, which generates tens of thousands of letters to 
Congress from member congregations every year.  In a recent victory, in 2015 Congress made 
permanent the 2009 improvements to the earned income tax credit (EITC) and the child tax credit 
(CTC).  Research shows these tax credits are linked to improved maternal and child health as well as 
better performance by children in school.  For the past six years, Bread has worked to make these tax 
cuts permanent.  Internationally, funding for poverty-focused development received an increase of 
$1.1 billion as a response to the ongoing humanitarian crises in Syria, Yemen and South Sudan.  As a 
result, developing countries will be better able to build the capacity for long-term nutrition programs.  
Since 1990, global hunger has decreased by nearly half.  Bread’s current goal is to end world hunger 
by 2030.  
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10 AM ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

During the summer Adult RE will offer occasional “Toolbox” classes. Keep an eye on the E-blast and website 

for further information. 

 

June 12th: Toolbox--Social Media with Lori Reeder 

Learn about popular social media and how you can engage with your Emerson community online. We’ll 

concentrate on Facebook in this inaugural session. 

BYOD (Bring Your Own Device - laptop, smart phone, or tablet)  

 

June 19th: Toolbox—Taking Better Photos with Maggie Reeder 

How can you best  use of your camera (or cell phone camera?) 

Un-Conversation Discussions:  Look for exciting new developments in our E-blast.  
 
 

Third Sunday Poetry Group:  A casual gathering of those who love poetry. Bring something you have written 
or a poem you wish you had written.  June 19, Room 204   

Recurring Activities—You Are Invited! 

 
Stitchers:  Every Wednesday, 11 AM in Delaney Hall. Come for conversation, if not for craft! 
 
Women’s Evening Book Group:  Wednesday, June 15, 7:30 PM in the Library.  The book of the month is 
My Father's Paradise by Ariel Sabar. Contact: Jill Rose, jillorose@gmail.com.  
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH: Will resume in August. Contact: Barbara Hopkins, bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net. 
 

Men’s Book Group:  Wednesday, June 15, 6:30 PM at Luby’s, 2730 Fondren.  The book of the month is 
The Girl on the Train by Paula Hawkins. Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net. 
 

Daytime Book Group:  Thursday, June 16, 10 AM in the Library.  This month’s book is The Goldfinch, by 
Donna Tartt . Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net. 

 

Caregiving Support Group: Saturday, June 18, 10 AM in Room 204. Contact Sarah Rossmiller at 
sarahrossmiller@gmail.com.   

June 5th: What would you like to study in 2016-2017? 

Join the Adult RE Committee @10 AM in Room 205 as we consider programs for next church year. We 

look forward to hearing your ideas! 

mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:sarahrossmiller@gmail.com


June Upcoming Events and Activities  

ESL Classes at Emerson 
 

Our English as a Second Language class needs volunteers. We need friendly people who can be a leader or 

participant in a conversation class on Thursday nights from 7 to 8:30 pm at the church. Our ESL students want 

to practice speaking English. If you have questions or need help with training or materials for leading a group 

this summer, contact Deborah Landis at 713-504-0819. We hope you can join us this summer. 

Plant it Forward Farm Shares 
 

Let’s not let this proud addition to Emerson go by the wayside! The farmers need you, the program needs 
you! Payment options are available.  Now offering Farm Share in 2 sizes: Grand and Petite. If you join part-
way through the season, your cost is pro-rated.  If you go on vacation, you can designate your missed shares 
to feed the children at Casa De Esperanza.  http://plant-it-forward.org/our-produce/farm-share/. 

Back-to-School Swap  
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, Aug. 7th and our first Emerson Swap.  The focus will be on back-to-school 
items for students of all ages, parents and teachers.  What can you give away and what do you need?  Details 
coming soon.  Contact Robin McElfresh (mcelfreshrobin@att.net) or Beth Hammer (bethandjohnh@gmail.com) 
if you would like to hear more about the planning of this event.   
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Ministry for Earth Group 
 

Sunday, June 26,  9:45 to 10:45 AM in the library.  Join us to plan the summer’s programs, including August Back 
to School Swap (featuring school supplies, kids clothes). Get updates on workshops/seminars attended; 
Renewable Energy Credits, and options for sharing steps to a sustainable lifestyle.  For more info, send email to 
ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. 

Pride Festival and Parade, June 25 
 

The Houston Pride Festival and Parade will take place on Saturday, June 25, 2016. The Festival is open 
from 12:00 PM to 7:00 PM. The Parade begins promptly at 8:30 PM. Location: around City Hall, Hermann 
Square and Tranquility Park. Food vendors and ATMs and parking available. Light rail recommended due to 
street closures. Likely carpools from Emerson. Details coming soon. Questions? Contact Jane Zachritz at 
jm.zachritz@gmail.com. 

Summer Solstice Celebration 
 

Monday, June 20, 6:30 PM, The Gathering Place - Potluck Picnic, Delaney Hall.  7:30 PM - Informal Service 
outside. On the first day of summer, let's celebrate the energy and fullness of the season with readings, 
meditations and music. Come for either or both events, depending on your schedule.  Bring your guitar or 
drum and we'll make some music! All ages can take part. Everyone is invited to this party! Questions? Ask 
Ann at abmay11@gmail.com.  

http://plant-it-forward.org/our-produce/farm-share/
mailto:mcelfreshrobin@att.net
mailto:bethandjohnh@gmail.com
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
https://pridehouston.org/event/festival-and-parade/
mailto:jm.zachritz@gmail.com
mailto:abmay11@gmail.com


UU Funding Program Offers Grants up to $750 for GOTV “Get out the Vote” 

Actions by UU Congregations 

 
UU congregations and Action Networks frequently support the democratic process in an election cycle in a 
non-partisan manner by participating in voter registration drives, providing non-partisan educational 
materials or forums for voters, or by volunteering to help registered voters get to the polls on Election Day. 
The Emerson UU Fight for Justice Coalition wants to apply for a GOTV grant. We need your input, ideas, and 
creativity to develop action plans and to apply for this grant. .  If interested in helping build a GOTV plan for 
Emerson but can’t make the meeting, contact Kenny Jones at uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com or call 832-654-1779. 
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Welcome Our New Members! 

      Carol Jeanne Davis Trout         Michael F. Bloom    David Nielson 

         Robby Nunez                    Natalie Flinn joined April 2016 
 

mailto:uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com
tel:832-654-1779


 

emerson UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST church 
Becky and Mark Edmiston-Lange, Co-Ministers 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

www.emersonhouston.org 

www.facebook.com/emersonhouston 

www.twitter.com/emersonhouston 

New to UU? Want to Know More? 
PR News 

Please send all submissions 

for the newsletter, Eblast, 

Order of Service, and 

website to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

Our Newsletter submission 

deadline is Tuesday, June  

21, by noon. Email 

submission to 

pr@emersonhouston.org.  

 

www.emersonhouston.org 

Connect with us on Facebook at 

www.facebook.com/emersonhouston and 

Twitter at www.twitter.com/emersonhouston. 

Meetup:  /EmersonSeekers 

Join Emerson Sunday - Ready to join? The Membership 

Committee welcome you to a conversation about Emerson and 

to sign the membership book if you desire. Meet in the Library at 

12:30 p.m.   

Next Class:  June 12 
 

Child care is provided for both events. Please RSVP with the office 

at mary@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the 

event. 

 

http://www.meetup.com/EmersonSeekers/

