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JULY 2020 —MONTHLY NEWSLETTER 

July’s Share the Plate—TWRC  

Wildlife Center 

Since 1979, TWRC (Texas Wildlife Rehabilitation Coali-
tion) Wildlife Center has been committed to providing 
quality emergency care and rehabilitation for injured, 
ill, and orphaned wildlife brought to us by the public. 
Through education and engaging the public in wildlife-
care programs, TWRC continues to make a difference 
for urban wildlife threatened by loss of habitat. Read 
more at https://www.twrcwildlifecenter.org/ 
 
For information on how to give electronically for Em-
erson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this link: https://
emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/ 

From our Director of Religious Education, Katy 

Carpman 

George Floyd’s death and the protests and movement following it are changing the 
world. And changing the world involves changing minds and hearts. In such a 
challenging time, I find hope in the many Emersonians who are taking a stand and 
reaching out to learn more. 
If you’re looking for a starting point, check out these resources from our 5/31 worship 
service - https://emersonhouston.org/service-resources/ 
 
For my fellow white people, remember – we are responsible for educating ourselves, 
not asking people of color all our questions. And if they are generous enough to share, 
we need to let them set the boundaries for the conversation – this is our time to listen. 
 
Unitarian Universalists tend to be big readers – indeed, the New York Times bestseller 
list is stacked with anti-racism titles. Many publishers are rushing second printings as 
their stock has evaporated. And you might find yourself as #448 in the hold line at 
your local library.  

 
If you are looking for books, I’m opening my 
personal library as well as the RE library as a 
lending resource – drop me a message and I’ll 
give you the list, then we can arrange a 
contactless pickup from my home (West 
Houston) or the church. 
 
And please check out the Adult RE column on 
page 3 about Pat Smith’s offering of a group 

read for “The Indigenous Peoples’ History of the United States” – this is an excellent 
opportunity to look at history not centered in the white European experience. 

Pastoral Care over 

the Summer 

During the month of July, Rev. Becky 
will be on vacation leave and hoping 
to be in Virginia for much of that 
time. She has arranged with Rev. Dan 
King to be on call - available for 
emergencies or consultation with the 
LPMT regarding pastoral matters - 
for when she is out of pocket/
town.  Dan, Ian Sachs, Coordinator of 
the LPMT and Becky will be in con-
versation as needed and Becky will 
respond as appropriate. Ian and 
Dan’s contact information is availa-
ble in the Member Directory. This is 
largely the same kind of arrange-
ment that has been in place during 
ministerial vacation periods in previ-
ous years. The Rev. Michelle 
LaGrave, our new Interim minister, 
comes on board August 1. Becky’s 
last official day is August 15. Becky 
and Michelle are working together to 
make the transition as smooth as 
possible, particularly when it comes 
to their overlapping days in August.  

Plastic Free eco-challenge,  

July 1 – 31, 2020 

As many of us have noticed, with the COVID-19 stay-at-home orders, 
sustainability went out the window.  The dramatic increase of take-out 
meals means that single-use plastic containers 
skyrocketed.  What can we do? Join Ministry 
for Earth and take action during the Plastic-
Free eco-challenge during the month of Ju-
ly.  Get the link on the Emerson Ministry for 
Earth website or go to https://
plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/ and search for 
the Interfaith Environmental Network of Hou-
ston team.  It’s all online, so you can partici-
pate from home! 

https://www.twrcwildlifecenter.org/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
https://emersonhouston.org/service-resources/
https://plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/
https://plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/
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Moving Forward | By Katie Scott, Board President 

I don't know about you, but sometimes all of this physical and social isolation makes it feel like I am stuck in time. I constantly ask 
myself, have I done anything productive? Have we accomplished anything? Is anyone moving forward? Well the answer to that final 
question is yes. Thanks to some great Emersonians, we are moving forward and accomplishing some of the goals we set for 2020. 
Take a look at some of the accomplishments of the past month: 

 
Mark Edmiston-Lange Memorial 
The memorial monument for the late Rev. Mark Edmiston-Lange was erected in the memorial 
garden this month. Thanks to Larry and Edna Kelly, Dick Cheney, Carolyn Trusdale, Robin Sickles, 
and Janet Meninger for designing a physical memorial that embodies his love and the 
congregation's love for him. 
 
Interim Minister: Rev. Michelle LaGrave 
As announced in June, Emerson has selected Rev. Michelle LaGrave as our 
interim minister. Rev. LaGrave will arrive in August and will assist us as we 
search for a new settled minister. Thanks to Cynthia Miller, Beth Hammer, 
Lisa Estill, and Judy Williams for all of their hard work as the interim search 
committee.  
 

Long Term Financial Health 
Emerson hosted a brainstorming session to identify potential opportunities to explore different long term strategies to improve 
our financial health and outlook. Thank you Martin Estill and Dori Wolfe for leading the session and to all who attended for sharing 
their ideas. We will use these ideas to help us create a strategic plan for long term financial health.  

Rev. Dr. David B. Parke 

We are saddened to announce that the Rev. Dr. David B. Parke, 
died on June 6, 2020, at the age of 91.  Dr. Parke served as Emer-
son’s Interim Minister from 1997 – 1999.   
Dr. Parke was a parish minister for most of his career, serving 
churches in Peterborough, NH; Philadelphia, PA; and Brewster, 
MA. But he was also an historian, writer and editor. In 1957, 
Beacon Press published The Epic of Unitarianism, his source 
book of four centuries of 
Unitarian faith and practice in Europe and America.  A mainstay 
in the field of Unitarian historiography, the book is still in print.  
Dr. Parke taught church history at the Theological School of St. 

Lawrence University, 1960–65 and at the Crane Theological 
School of Tufts University, 1962–63.  For six years 1981–87 he 
edited Unitarian Universalist World, the journal of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association in Boston. Since 1988 he served as full-
time interim minister to Unitarian Universalist congregations in 
multiple locations.  
 
A more complete obituary can be found at https://

www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/david-parke-obituary?

pid=196313144 

And the Beat Goes On | By Adrian Rodriguez, Director of Music 

Twelve weeks ago, our lives as we knew it seemingly came to a 
halt. I don’t know about you, but that feels like a lifetime ago. 
In so many ways, the pause from what was once normal has 
created an opportunity to acutely examine the lives we led. For 
me, initial self-reflection gave way to the more global picture as 
the media created a necessary platform for—and gave voice 
to—the Black Lives Matter movement. The beat goes on. 
 
Most recently, the ruling to protect LGBTQ+ rights to work pro-
vided some relief from the heaviness of the past few weeks. 
However, this comes only days after the reversal of transgender 
health protections.  Additionally, while SCOTUS moved to fulfill 
the promise of equality to the LGBTQ+ Americans on economic 
grounds, people of color and women in this country are denied 
employment due to race and gender despite being protected 

classes from the inception of the Civil Rights Act. There is cause 
to celebrate, but I have not lost sight of the work to be done. 
The beat goes on.  
 
These issues of justice are at the heart of my teaching and lead-
ership, and I have been fortunate to accept a doctoral position 
at Teachers College, Columbia University, where my studies in 
music and music education are on the foundation of social ineq-
uity. Lucky for me, I will remain in Houston—and Emerson—for 
the majority of the year with residencies in New York City each 
summer. There is much work to be done here, together, and I 
am so grateful for the opportunity to remain a part of our be-
loved community. The beat must go on, and I am glad to be 
marching arm-in-arm. 

https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/david-parke-obituary?pid=196313144
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/david-parke-obituary?pid=196313144
https://www.legacy.com/obituaries/name/david-parke-obituary?pid=196313144
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We have sad news to share about 
long time, beloved Emerson 
member, Carole Huelbig. Carole has 
been diagnosed with a rare, 
degenerative and life ending 
condition, cerebral amyloid 
angiopathy or CAA.  Carole is now 

receiving palliative care at Houston Hospice (1905 
Holcombe Blvd., suite 217, Houston, Texas 77030) in a room 
overlooking trees and a garden, with attentive family and 
friends at her side.   Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Carole, Larry and all the family, indeed, to all who know and 
love Carole.  
 
We are glad to report that Kate Christian’s hip surgery was 
successful and that she is recovering well at home.  
 
Fritz Rambow is recovering from the first of two surgeries for 
essential tremor.  
 
Holly Gilliland is now receiving in-home palliative nursing care 
for her medical needs. She and her husband Mark Andersen 
always appreciate the cards and notes from their friends at 
Emerson. 
 

Congratulations to choir member Julia Morsher on the birth 
of her baby Cade! Both baby and Julia are doing well. 
 
 
In Memoriam 
Jim Lockhart 
June 14, 1968 - May 30, 2020 
Emerson member Jim Lockhart died of a heart attack just a 
few weeks shy of his 52nd birthday. Jim and his wife Florrie 
Snively and their children, Meg, Jenny and Will, have been 
integral members of our congregation since 2010. There was 
an online service in Memory and Celebration of Jim's life on 
Saturday, June 13 with Rev. Becky presiding. 
Jim, together with Florrie, was a devoted member of the 
Emerson Parenting Covenant Group and he taught in our 
Religious Education Program for Children and Youth.  Jim was 
a “wicked-smart, creative, insightful, erudite student of the 
imagination; a caring, generous, principled, humilitarian; a 
fantasy lover, DnD Master, over the top funny, sloppy, self-
professed Absolute Nerd”, who had an unfailing sense of 
humor and could put anyone at ease.  Jim enjoyed many 
things – cooking and feeding people, gaming and fantasy, 
Celtic music and storytelling; but he adored Florrie and loved 
his kids fiercely.  Jim was loved and admired by scores of 
people and will be deeply missed. 
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Adult Religious Education 

(ARE) 

We continue to have informative sessions with good 
discussion during the 10 AM sessions each Sunday via 
Zoom. Join us as you are able!  

• July 5: Last session (the 6th source) “A Chosen 
Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism” 
by Buehrens and Church 

• July 12, 19 and 26: Taoism, facilitated by Peter 
Tran 
 

Poetry Group will meet virtually on July 19 at 3 PM 
(contact Larry Kelly (lvkelly@swbell.net)) and Ministry 
for Earth will meet virtually on a day/time TBD 
(contact Ann May, abmay11@gmail.com) 
 
Common Read Invitation Add your name for 
scheduling a few discussions later this summer by 
contacting Pat Smith, astat00@aol.com, 806-778-
0224. The UUA Common Read for 2019-20 is "An 
Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States" by 
Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. A shorter version "For Young 
People" is also available. Order from https://
www.uuabookstore.org/ 
  
The July virtual meeting of Adult Religious Education 
committee will be on Tuesday, July 21 at 3 PM. We’d 
love to hear your ideas! If you can’t come to the 
meeting, submit your ideas into the Idea Chart (our 
online Suggestion Box).  

Sunday Morning Worship 

Please join us on Sunday for worship at 11 AM. 

 
July 5—The Big Orange Splot 
Leaders: Patti Withers and Cynthia Miller 
"My house is me and I am it."  A service for all ages. 
 
July 12—Waldo's friend David Henry: Apologist for Civil Disobedience? 
Leader: Guest Minister Rev. Dan King 
Rev. Dan King returns to share his sense of Thoreau's heritage on this 
203rd anniversary of his birth. 
 
July 19—Sustenance for the Journey 
Leader: Bill Hammons 
The path we are on toward a more perfect union is a difficult one.  In 
this service, we’ll reflect on where we are and renew ourselves for the 
journey ahead. 
 
July 26—A Thorny Life 
Leaders: Beryl Kaminsky and Lisa Rockett 
Beryl Kaminsky's love of music began with her first visit to Preservation 
Hall in New Orleans at the age of 7. Twenty years later she found 
Unitarian Universalism. With the help of both, she has weathered the 
ups and downs of life. Learn how the sources of our faith and the love of 
live music have played a role in her spiritual journey. 
 
August 2—Is there room for the Supernatural here? 
Leader: Dori Wolfe 
A service celebrating tolerance and acceptance by exploring the 
supernatural in our midst.  

mailto:lvkelly@swbell.net
mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
mailto:astat00@aol.com
https://www.uuabookstore.org/
https://www.uuabookstore.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, July 21 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed until the end of August, at which time the Board will reassess the need for 
this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      

http://www.emersonhouston.org
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