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June’s Share the Plate—

ANSWER Nepal 

 

 

 

 

 

ANSWER is a nonprofit, non-partisan, non-

religious organization that believes in em-

powering low caste children by providing 

quality education through college. Their 

stated mission is to educate children from 

the lowest castes and provide them with real 

lifelong careers so that they will become the 

vanguard for real change in Nepal. Read 

more at answernepal.org. 

 
For information on how to give electronically 
for Emerson's Share-the-Plate, please visit 
this link: https://emersonhouston.org/
electronic-giving/ 

From our Director of Religious 

Education, Katy Carpman 

Walden, A Life in the 
Woods, is Henry David 
Thoreau’s reflections 
on nature and human 
experience, lessons 
harvested in his two 
years, two months, and 
two days building and 
living in a cabin on a 
lake. 
 
I’ve struggled with his story – a man of privilege making 
arrangements with a wealthy friend, distancing himself from society 
except when it benefited him. (He writes more of self-reliance than 
of his family and friends delivering baskets of clean laundry and 
baked goods…) 
 
A piece of context is often lost – Thoreau took on this project soon 
after his beloved brother died in his arms. Thoreau was grieving, 
deeply, and unsure what should come next in his life. Could he step 
into his family’s expectations? 
 
And now, of course, we’re living in a pandemic. Perhaps there are 
lessons we can learn from Henry David- 
 
 Accept help and support from your wider circle – long 

conversations, muffins, a hand-crafted face mask! 
 Consider what you truly need, and what is required to obtain the 

things you want. We make deliberate choices of how best to live 
our values, as we navigate this pandemic AND consider the post-
pandemic world we seek to build 

 Read when you can – Thoreau would point to classical literature, 
but whatever lets you see the world through new eyes. 

 Keep a journal to jot down what is interesting, what does give 
you joy. This is a hard, hard time- and yet the world still contains 
watermelon and humor and squirrel obstacle courses. 

 
May each of us find insights, joy, and the correct measure of solitude 
this month- 
 
Katy 

Calling all Zoom experts: 

We Need You! 

With the upcoming 
summer schedule, 
Emerson is looking for 
volunteers to help us 
conduct our weekly 
programming and be 
available as "tech 
support." We need 
individuals who are tech savvy and have 
experience with the Zoom platform. 
Experience using Google Slides or Power 
Point within Zoom is especially helpful. 
Show your interest here: https://
emersonhouston.org/zoomhelp  
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Beckonings  
It is so hard to believe that this is my last column as your 
minister!  There have been times in this unusual spring 
when it has seemed surreal that I would be retiring with-
out being in your physical presence again.  But so it is to 
be.  That fact has gotten more and more real as my last 
four Sundays approach.  And, as it gets more real, I find 
myself growing ever more emotional.  There is sadness, 
yes – of necessity – and heightened by this enforced sepa-
ration.  But there is also a sense of fullness and gratitude 
as I feel the import of all I have had the privilege to wit-
ness and accompany in my role as 
your minister. 
 
And, too, I have felt a sense of ur-
gency to make the most of these re-
maining weeks.  I find myself wanting 
to sing this particular hymn again, tell 
that story once more, reference that 
poem one last time.  And thinking:  
Have I shared all I wanted to share? 
Have I given all I could give?  And – 
will I have left a lasting impression? 
 
To be sure, those questions stem at 
least in part from hubris, because I 
know that the congregation is ready 
for a new voice with new images and 
resonances and I know that you will 
do quite fine without me as your leader.  Indeed, I desire 
nothing more than that Emerson flourish after I am gone!  
Yet what minister doesn’t want to be remembered, cred-
ited with having had some influence in her congregants’ 
lives, however modest?  But, at a deeper level those ques-
tions stem more from a sense of obligation at having felt 
called to channel something larger than myself.  In the 
words of Rita Dove’s poem, Testimonial, “back when eve-
rything was still to come . . .the world called and I an-
swered . . . I gave my promise to the world, and the world 
followed me here.”     What did I do with that call?  Did I 
serve it well?  And have I merited all I have received in the 
pursuit of that call? 
 
My individual calling has been, from its initiation, rooted in 
the larger call of our UU faith tradition, grounded in our 
mutual calling to reverence the sacred wherever it is 
found and to expand the realm of justice and love.  Ours is 
a great heritage of liberation and hope which, even in this 
era when everything is judged through the lens of sys-
temic oppression, I still find worthy of our, of my, alle-
giance and commitment.  Yes, Unitarian Universalism has 
not always lived up to its ideals; yes, our vision has been 
occluded by patriarchy, classism and privilege.  But even 

so I would never forget that there have been many times 
throughout our history when we have been capable of 
rising above our cultural conditioning to be a powerful 
force for good and a significant voice for those who could 
not speak for themselves. And what is remarkable about 
our faith tradition – and perhaps uniquely so – is the ways 
in which we have continually challenged ourselves to keep 
growing, learning from our shortcomings and biases, 
stretching ourselves to enlarge our vision and extend the 
circle of our embrace, striving to ever more closely em-
body our ideals.  To my mind – and heart - there is no 

more honorable religious endeavor and I 
am forever humbled and honored to 
have shared this great work with you. 
    
Soon, our paths will diverge - yours as a 
congregation, mine as an individual - but 
the work continues for us all. I do not 
intend to stop growing, to stop challeng-
ing myself to expand the realm of my in-
terest and empathy, to grow in rever-
ence, and to continue to answer the call 
of love.  To paraphrase Mary Oliver’s 
poem Messenger – “I am no longer young 
and still not half perfect but let me keep 
my mind on what matters which is my 
work (which). . .  is loving the world. . . 
which is gratitude.”  
 

I still feel called to love the world but in this next stage the 
form of my work will change.  I will be striving less to evi-
dence and embody that love in active ways with and 
within a community of fellow strivers.  Upon retirement, 
initially at least, my work will be - to echo the poem Mes-
senger again - “mostly standing still and learning to be as-
tonished”, so that in that “standing still” I can hear the call 
for the next phase of the adventure. 
 
Good people, I am so grateful, how can I thank you 
enough - for your so generous parting gift? And beyond 
that - for all you have given me and taught me and al-
lowed me to accompany throughout the years in this jour-
ney with you?  How can I say how much love is in my 
heart?  One column is not enough. Four more worship ser-
vices (as of this writing) won’t be enough.  But know that it 
is my intent to try, however inadequate that attempt 
might be.  My trust in your knowledge of my intent will 
have to suffice.  
 
Love, love, ever more love – for us all,  
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Our thoughts 
continue to be with 
Carole Huelbig for 
resolution and 
recovery of her 
ongoing health issue. 
We wish Betsy Gelb a 
speedy recovery from 

a minor procedure that is scheduled for early 
June. 
 
Our hearts are with the Elaine Mitchell/Karen 
Tidholm family.  Elaine's grandmother, Karen's 
mother, died peacefully at 92 years old in 
Ardmore, Oklahoma this past month.  
Our condolences go out also to Larry and Edna 
Kelly on the recent death of Edna's sister-in-
law in New Mexico and on the death of a close 
friend this month also.  
 
Our prayers are with Martin and Lisa 
Estill.  Martin's mother’s health is on the 
decline. 

Wheel of Life 
Summer 2020: Adaptation is Key 

By Katie Scott, Board President 

We are entering into the summer of 2020 differently than I 
expected. Like many of you, I've traded my work pants for 
sweat pants, beach trips for virtual backgrounds, and those 
much needed dinners with friends for phone calls. I am 
adapting; we are adapting. Emerson is adapting.  
 
As many of you know, the Unitarian Universalist Association 
recently shared guidelines about facility closures related to 
COVID-19. Emerson will continue to look to the UUA and 
other local public health sources for guidance and will 
continue to adapt our plans as things change. However, we 
wanted to inform you that Emerson's building will 
remained closed for the summer (June through August 
2020) and we will reevaluate re-opening plans with the 
arrival of our interim minister.  
 
The Board is consistently monitoring the programmatic, 
service, and financial impact of these closures and will 
continue to provide the congregation with 
updates.  Despite the challenges this pandemic has caused, 
we have seen minimal negative financial impact to date and 
we have seen positive programmatic shifts to continue to 
connect with Emersonians. From in-person worship to 
webinars and coffee hour to virtual break out sessions, 
Emerson is adapting.  
 
Adaption is sometimes uncomfortable and uncertain, but as 
Japanese art critic Kakuzo Okakaura says, "the art of life is a 
constant readjustment to our surroundings."  Emerson will 
continue to adapt to be here for all of us.  

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

It has been a joy to see folks attend the 10 AM sessions each Sunday via Zoom. We have a great series coming up – join 
us as you are able!  
 May 31- July 5: “A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism” by Buehrens and Church, facilitated 

discussion series about the six sources of our religious pluralism. Buying the book is recommended but not required 
(https://www.uuabookstore.org/). Contact Pat Smith, astat00@aol.com, 806-778-0224, for more information. 

 
Poetry Group will meet virtually on June 21st  at 3 PM (contact Larry Kelly (lvkelly@swbell.net)) and Ministry for Earth 
will meet virtually on a day/time TBD (contact Ann May, abmay11@gmail.com) 
  
Common Read Invitation  
Add your name for scheduling a few discussions later this summer by contacting Pat Smith, astat00@aol.com, 806-778-
0224. The UUA Common Read for 2019-20 is "An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States" by Roxanne Dunbar-
Ortiz. A shorter version "For Young People" is also available. Order from https://www.uuabookstore.org/ 
  
The June virtual meeting of Adult Religious Education committee will be on Tuesday, June 16 at 4 PM. We’d love to hear 
your ideas! If you can’t come to the meeting, submit your ideas into the Idea Chart (our online Suggestion Box).  

Sunday, June 21, Celebrate the 
first full day of summer! Details 
TBD.  

https://www.uuabookstore.org/
mailto:astat00@aol.com
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https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScor344UIjoC0offdqc2ZycIs4ZKjmsXbc81mnne9c0TBcqjA/viewform


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, June 16 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For 
instructions on how to join, visit: https://
emersonhouston.org/about-worship/ welcome-
to-zoom/  

Emerson Church and facilities are closed until the end of August, at which time the Board will reassess the need for 
this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and staff will have access to the building during this time.      
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