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Emerson’s Got Talent! 

Calling all Emersonians:  
  
We are currently seeking photos or videos of your 
creative outlets. Have you been working out your 
Green Thumb? Honing your arts and crafts skills? 
Practicing your favorite karaoke song? Building 
furniture? We want you to share! Take a photo or 
video! 
 
We are hoping to use photos and videos to celebrate 
our community in upcoming online services. In order 
to best plan, we are asking for submissions by May 
10, 2020 to adrian.euuc@gmail.com. 

May’s Share the Plate—

Citizen’s Climate Education 

Third Coast 

The mission of Citizens’ Climate Education is to em-

power citizens like us to learn about and then speak 

to issues concerning the climate, conducting all our 

advocacy with gratitude, appreciation, and respect.  

 
For information on how to give electronically for Em-
erson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this link: https://
emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/  

From our Director of Religious 

Education, Katy Carpman 

Perhaps you've seen 
the stories of 
Shakespeare and Bach 
writing great works 
during the plague. You 
see the stay at home 
order as a chance to 
accomplish great 
things, or at least catch 

up on home projects and that giant pile of books you keep 
meaning to read. 
 
Maybe you are accomplishing big projects, and steaming 
through that reading - good for you! 
 
Or maybe you're tired, short-tempered, and have a hard 
time maintaining motivation. Maybe you have vast 
attention for the things you find very meaningful, and no 
attention for anything else. Perhaps your memory seems to 
have left the building.  
 
Me? I’ve taken weeks trying to read a not-very-long book 
about brain development – and hey, it’s proving useful in 
all this.  

(Continued on page 2) 

Interested in Joining an 

Emerson Covenant Group? 

Covenant groups are small groups who meet once or 
twice a month to check-in with one another and 
discuss topics of common interest.  
 
If you'd like to be part of an Emerson Online Covenant 
Group, please fill out this short survey 
(emersonhouston.org/CovenantGroupInterest), and 
we'll get back to you in the coming weeks.  

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please Join Us! 

 Join us every Sunday at 11 AM online: https://
emersonhouston.org/SundayService. For instructions on 
how to join, visit: https://emersonhouston.org/about-
worship/ welcome-to-zoom/  
  
Emerson Church and facilities are closed until the end of 
May, at which time the Board will reassess the need for 
this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and 
staff will have access to the building during this time.      
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And so we enter our second month of “stay home – work 

safe” restrictions – aka “lockdown”, “quarantine”, or, as 

one of our older members living in a retirement commu-

nity put it – “like being in prison, just no shackles.”  How 

onerous one finds this time of enforced separation is, of 

course, dependent upon one’s circumstances.  I count my-

self as richly blessed because I have a house and a great 

backyard to knock around in. And I can walk in my 

neighborhood or even, with a four-minute drive, go walk-

ing along the bayou in Terry Hershey park.  But I know 

many of you are not so blessed with access to the outside 

and are feeling stir crazy by now.  I know, too, that some 

of you are envious of those of us who can stay home be-

cause it is very anxiety producing right now to be consid-

ered an “essential” worker.   

 

Others of us have other challenges – trying to manage 

online work schedules and restless children’s needs; or, 

worry about finances, having lost work or had one’s hours 

reduced; or, struggling with chronic depression, anxiety or 

addiction exacerbated by this frightening time; and, fear 

for the wellbeing of ourselves and our loved ones, some of 

whom are most at risk.  It is a difficult time in so many 

ways, some of which we share, but not all.        

 

I have felt it as a blessing, though – and I hope you have, 

too – that we are able to continue to gather for worship 

each Sunday through Zoom.  It is wonderful to connect in 

this way – to see one another’s faces, to hear one an-

other’s voices, to be reassured that, even in this strange 

time, our beloved community is still here, still strong.  I am 

so grateful that this medium is available and, especially, 

for all the work that Katy Carpman and Adrian Rodriguez 

have put in to make these worship services possible.  

When it comes to the technical aspects, I just do what 

they say.    

I will admit, though, that I had to grieve some at first. This 

is certainly not the way I envisioned my last few months at 

Emerson going. At first I resented having to learn a whole 

new way of doing worship; that I couldn’t be physically 

present with the people I love whom I have served for 21 

years; that several events that would have been my last 

time attending as the minister of Emerson have been can-

celled, and so on.  But my resentment quickly faded as the 

reality of this epidemic truly set in.  My disappointments 

seem petty in the face of the death and suffering which 

transpire every day.  It is hard to say goodbye under these 

circumstances – hard to contemplate saying goodbye with 

everything else that is going on.  It feels like we are in a 

kind of limbo. 

 

Nonetheless, it is important, to acknowledge that my time 

with you as your settled minister is drawing to a close.  

The search for an Interim Minister proceeds on schedule.  

My last Sunday is still scheduled for June 21.  But, whether 

or not it would be permissible to be together physically by 

then is anybody’s guess.  And whether we will feel safe 

doing so, is another question. It’s probable that we will 

have to defer the goodbye celebration scheduled for June 

20.  August 15 is on the calendar as a backup date but it 

may have to be deferred to an even later date after the 

Interim comes.  As regarding so many things right now, we 

will just have to see.  But, please, if you have questions or 

thoughts you would like to share with me before then – or 

if you’d just like to talk for any reason – just call, text or 

email me. 

 

In the meantime, I hold you all in my heart, pray for our 

safety and for a brighter time to come – for everyone. 

 

Love, 
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Beckonings 

It turns out that what we’re experiencing is perfectly normal. Our brains are stressed and concentrating on survival - 
keeping us and our kin safe, getting us through another hour, another day. Trying to find a new balance amidst new 
realities and new routines is exhausting and it doesn't help that you may have shortened and interrupted sleep! 
 
And all of this is doubly true for children and teenagers, whose brains are still forming. 
 
Let us all be gentle with ourselves. Let’s do what we need to do to get through obligations. No expectation of miracles. 
Taking time for fun and passions when we can. Each of us is having our own experience of this pandemic, and we're all 
doing the best we can.  

(Continued from page 1—Religious Education) 
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Our thoughts are with 
several of our members 
who have been 
experiencing health 
related concerns this 
past month. We wish 
Carole Huelbig a speedy 
resolution and recovery 

from her recent health scare. We are glad to 
know that Betty Coffman is now back at home 
after suffering a broken hip. We hope Betsey 
Sevy continues to see improvement in her 
affected eye. And our prayers are with Joyce 
Phillips who has been in and out of the hospital 
this month.     
  
We were deeply saddened to learn that long 
time Emerson member Ginger Weaver died on 
Friday, April 10th from pneumonia. Ginger was 
92 years old. She and her late husband, Don, 
were integral members of the church in earlier 
years. Our hearts go out to her family. There 
are no plans for a memorial service as of yet. 
 
Great news from Beverly and Bob Hanson who 
now live in Oakland, California. Son Jeffrey and 
wife Nicole gave birth to a daughter, Reya 
Elizabeth on March 20. Their older daughter 
Sydney, age 5, is enjoying the role of "big 
sister". And congratulations to Zach Engle who 
accepted a new job offer in Omaha, Nebraska! 
We will miss him greatly and wish him the best. 

Wheel of Life From the Board: Staying the Course 

The seas of life right now are tumultuous. I know many of us are 
feeling like a tiny row boat navigating the ocean through a 
hurricane. We are managing new normals of balancing work and 
family, coping with isolation, and trying to handle uncertainty and 
instability. This is also the case for Emerson. In our recent meeting, 
Board members discussed some of the issues facing us today: the 
downturn of the economy, extended church closure, and our 
ministerial transition. There is no denying that these issues are big; 
however, Emerson can and will overcome these obstacles. 
Emerson is staying our course.  
 
Rev. Becky's retirement plan has not changed. Though we may not 
be able to celebrate with her in person, we will send her off with 
as much fanfare as can be done virtually. Additionally, the Board 
has agreed upon a monetary gift for Becky as a thank you for her 
tenure. This gift will be presented to the congregation for 
approval on May 17th. Details and formal announcement coming 
soon.  
 
We are also progressing forward with our interim minister search. 
We want to send a huge thank you to our Interim Minister Search 
Committee led by Cynthia Miller for successfully submitting our 
congregational application on April 23rd. We are now in the 
"match" phase of the process; ministers are reviewing our 
application and we will review interested candidates in the 
upcoming weeks.  
 
Though the waves and the winds of this uncertain time make it 
more challenging, we are still navigating our course forward and 
look forward to what's to come in our future. 
   
Katie Scott, President of the Board of Trustees 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

The interest in coming together to learn and share has not diminished despite the pandemic. We hope you can join us 
virtually (https://emersonhouston.org/AdultLearners) for Adult Religious Education each Sunday, 10 AM online: 
 
May 3: Dori Wolfe - Spiritual Check-in 
May 10: Veronica Davis – Babies and Bailouts 
May 17: Mike Condit – Why Do Christians Believe What They Believe? (a teaser for a fall series) 
May 24: Ellen Norton – Discussion of the documentary “Suppress the Vote”, with individuals encouraged to watch it 
beforehand. Information will be in a future E-Blast. 
May 31- July 5: “A Chosen Faith: An Introduction to Unitarian Universalism” by Buehrens and Church, facilitated 
discussion series about the six sources of our religious pluralism. Buying the book is recommended (https://
www.uuabookstore.org/). Contact Pat Smith, astat00@aol.com, 806-778-0224, for more information. 
Poetry Group will meet virtually on May 17th at 3 PM (contact Larry Kelly (lvkelly@swbell.net)) and Ministry for Earth 
will meet virtually on a day/time TBD before May 24 (contact Ann May (abmay11@gmail.com). 
 
Common Read Invitation: The UUA Common Read for 2019-20 is "An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States" 
by Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz. A shorter version  is recommended if the topic is unfamiliar: "For Young People". Order from 
https://www.uuabookstore.org/. Contact Pat Smith, astat00@aol.com, 806-778-0224, to find out about scheduling later 
this summer. 
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Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, May 19 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 

 

Save the Date! 
Congregational Meeting on Sunday, 

May 17th after the worship service.  

Coffee Hour to follow. 
 

See page 3 for more details. 

Formal announcement coming soon. 
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