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Calling All Emersonians—Time To Celebrate Minister Becky! 

Seeking memories OF her and FOR her as she retires. 
Make the best of this unprecedented quarantine time to look through your photographs 

and to let your imagination run wild! Find photos of Becky and Becky and 
Mark you think would enhance a memory book and slideshow. Write a 
note or dream up a unique two dimensional creation that symbolizes 
your feelings for and about Becky and your memories of her, and Marks’ and her, ministry here. 
 
Submit photographs to Ale Gonzalez at alejandra@emersonhouston.org. Submit written tributes/
remembrances and creations to Kay Kamas (kaykamas@gmail.com) or call at 713-927-6216. 
SUBMISSION DEADLINE: May 15, 2020 

 
Event date:  Saturday evening, June 20.     Alternate date: Saturday evening, August 15. 

What Song Are You Singing? 

There’s no doubt that COVID-19 has stopped many our plans 
in their tracks. But despite our physical distancing, we have 
been gifted an opportunity to cultivate social intimacy. 
Musicians and other artists around the world were some of 
the first to welcome a world of strangers into their homes. 
Social media has allowed them to host home concerts, create 
opportunities for collaboration, and—best of all—to keep us 
singing.  
  
So what song are you singing?  
 
Music allows to access the many states of life—joy, grief, and 
anger as an example—at any point in time. We sing songs to 
remind us that we are not alone in our feelings; they can 
remind us that someone has been there before. We sing 
songs to elevate our energy or bring us to a calm center. So 
in the midst of all of this, when you are quiet, what songs are 
you singing?  
  
We understand that, for many, music is an integral part of 
the worship experience. Know that music staff and I are 
working diligently to bring our hearts to our work, even if 
online. We want you to feel connected despite the distance.  
  
Much love to all of you.  
 
—Adrian O. Rodriguez 

April’s Share the Plate—Please 

Help Our Fellow Emersonians 

As we are all aware, the 

coronavirus has af-

fected the income of 

many across our region.  

Emersonians are not 

immune.  Some mem-

bers of our beloved congregation will have a hard 

time making it through this period without addi-

tional assistance.  If you are in a position to make an 

extra donation to Emerson’s Benevolence Fund to 

help those within our religious community through 

this crisis, I urge you to do so.  Just send checks to 

the church with Benevolence Fund marked in the 

memo line.  AND, if you are in need of assistance, 

PLEASE do not hesitate to let me know.  Remember, 

none of us gets through this life without help from 

others.  And being able to help one another is a joy-

ous gift!  

 

—Rev. Becky 

For information on how to give electronically for Em-
erson's Share-the-Plate, please visit this link: https://
emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/  

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
mailto:kaykamas@gmail.com
https://emersonhouston.org/electronic-giving/
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You know the expression - "May you live in interesting 

times"?  It sounds like a blessing, but it is more like an 

ironic curse because “interesting times” are usually times 

of trouble. Better to live in uninteresting times of nor-

malcy and peace. 

 

Well, we are certainly living in an 

“interesting” time now, a time of great 

trouble and sorrow for huge numbers of 

people and times of anxiety and disrup-

tion for huge numbers more.  But while 

this time could hardly be deemed a bless-

ing, the extent to which it is a curse re-

mains to be seen.   

 

Our fate really is in one another’s hands.  

I pray every day, and sometimes more, 

that people will heed the CDC guidelines 

about hygiene, stay home if their job permits and maintain 

proper social distancing so that this epidemic will not 

overwhelm our health care system and cause unnecessary 

deaths.  I am grateful for the leadership of Mayor Turner 

and Judge Hidalgo who seem to be making fact driven, pro

-active decisions.  And I am grateful, too, for the Congres-

sional relief bills that will help stem the financial repercus-

sions. But this crisis has proven yet again that we simply 

cannot rely on the leadership of our President or our 

State’s highest officials in this critical moment.  In many 

ways it will take the creative, compassionate responses of 

private individuals and companies to see us through. 

 

All of us are having to adapt to unfamiliar ways of doing 

things; all of us are having to forgo or defer important 

events in our lives.  This is certainly not the way I expected 

to spend the last four months of my tenure at Emerson – 

having to learn a whole new way of doing worship – and 

worse - not being able to be in the same room with you, 

my beloved congregation.  But we adapt and we find new 

and different ways to connect.  And this, really, is the least 

of it, because some of our people have lost or fear losing 

their job.  And, in all probability, many of us will be 

touched by the death of someone to whom we are con-

nected. 

 

As I said last Sunday, we are all being called to be spiritual 

heroes now, to exercise a type of courage many of us have 

never had to access before - the spiritual courage to con-

front our mortality so that we do take care of our-

selves and thus take care of others; the courage to go 

deep within ourselves to find reserves of hope and resil-

iency by tapping into the source of Life itself.  We will 

need courage to face withstand anxiety, boredom, frayed 

tempers, and sorrow so that we can come out the other 

side still singing life’s praises.   

 

And we will also need, each of us, to 

reach out to one another in all the ways 

we possibly can to sustain one another 

during this time of enforced separation.  

We will all need all the connections we 

can possibly weave; the largest sense of 

family and neighbor we can envision.  

We cannot let this epidemic deprive us 

of community when we need commu-

nity most.    

 

Your staff and your Board are doing all they can to help all 

of us stay connected and to preserve the integrity of our 

beloved church during this time.  I hope you will avail 

yourself of our Sunday morning services and other oppor-

tunities to connect as described elsewhere in this newslet-

ter.  I hope, too, that you will continue to support the 

church financially as best you are able.  We need one an-

other and Emerson needs you – till we can once again 

meet as one gathered body.   

 

Love, 
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Beckonings 

Sunday Morning Online 

Worship—Please join us! 

Join us this Sunday at 11 AM via Zoom: https://
tinyurl.com/EmersonSunday. For instructions on how to 
join, visit: https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/
welcome-to-zoom/ 
 
Emerson Church and facilities are closed until the end of 
April, at which time the Board will reassess the need for 
this measure. Only Board members, the Treasurer and 
staff will have access to the building during this time.     

https://tinyurl.com/EmersonSunday
https://tinyurl.com/EmersonSunday
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/welcome-to-zoom/
https://emersonhouston.org/about-worship/welcome-to-zoom/


 

 
         3 

It is with deep sadness that we announce the death of Emerson member Fadel Erian of 
coronavirus in Washington state on March 25, 2020.  Fadel was an Emerson member 
from 1987 to the present and a strong supporter of the church while he lived in 
Houston.  He moved to Washington state about 20 years ago.  For several years after he 
moved, he would visit Houston in the summer and would come to church and he 
continued to pledge to Emerson faithfully every year to now.  He was 83 years old. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with Louise Upshaw-McClenny as she cares for her 97-
year old mom, who fractured her vertebra after a  fall in February. 

Wheel of Life 

From our Director of Religious Education, Katy Carpman 

So here we are, in a pandemic, adjusting to a very different world than we expected. Most of us are, 
most of the time, at home. We’re washing our hands nearly nonstop, listening for every cough (during 
allergy season!?) and feeling for fevers. 
All of us, and especially families, are balancing all that needs to be done with what our bodies and 
spirits demand. I hope there’s a little fun, some sweet connection, and a generous helping of grace. 
None of us will get every day perfect, but we’re all doing our best.  
While our church buildings are closed, Emerson staff are still working for you. We’ve moved to online worship and are 
rescheduling meetings, covenant groups, and other activities through Zoom meetings. 
 
In the weeks to come, think about what would be helpful to you and your family. Churches around the world are putting 
together resources and sharing freely - if you want lessons to do at home, I can get them to you. If you want online 
opportunities to chat and play together, we have the resources to get that scheduled! And if you’d just like to touch 
base with me, let me know and we’ll talk.  
 
I'll be in touch, and we'll be updating the website, Facebook, and sending out e-blasts (to subscribe to the e-blast, fill out 
the form at the very bottom of our website). 

From the Board: This Too Shall Pass 

For many of us at Emerson, we had just found our new normal after recovering from other disasters over the previous 
three years and then the COVID-19 pandemic hits in 2020. All of us are experiencing this pandemic in different ways, but 
I know we are feeling uncertainty and worry. I want to say to you, this is normal, it is justified, and it’s not going to go 
away anytime soon. But I also want to tell you that this too shall pass. As a congregation, we have weathered many 
storms, both actual storms and other hard times, and we have done so with strength. Though we can’t be in each 
other’s physical presence, we are in each other’s thoughts and Emerson is working hard on ways to ensure we can 
connect during this time of distance. 
 
We know it’s not easy but remember, Emerson is here for you and will be here for you, even through this. We are one 
family. 
 
Katie Scott, President of the Board of Trustees 

Sign up to receive our weekly eblast! 

We send out an eblast every Wednesday with the latest weekly news, including a Sunday morning 
reminder with the link to join our online service! Scan the QR code with your smartphone’s 
camera to sign up! 

https://emersonhouston.org/
https://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston/


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, April 21 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with 
credit, debit or banking information: Online at emersonhouston.org/give, with a mobile app, or by text. 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge 
or give to Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. If you are happy with your current method of 
giving, no need to change. 
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