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This month we’re 

focusing on 

COURAGE! 

 
 Who in your life exemplifies cour-

age? 
 When the moment comes, what 

helps a person summon the cour-
age they need? 

 
Each month our Emerson community 
focuses on a single idea, going deeper 
with one another.  You can engage 
through:  
 Sunday services—at least one Sun-

day each month is fully multigen-
erational – March 8th 

 Age-appropriate Sunday school les-
sons around the themes 

 Exploration Sunday—10 AM, March 
8th—a time for contemplation and 
dialogue  

 Social media—sharing articles, 
quotes, and podcasts shared via 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 

 Optional covenant group sessions 

FOCUS 

Emerson’s 2020 Service Auction! 

Please email auction@emersonhouston.org or contact Kent Scott at 713-
591-7679 to get involved. Positions of need include: 

Auction Items Needed 
Donation and Sponsorship Forms will be available in The Gathering Place 
and online at http://emersonhouston.org/auction2020.  

 Auction Emcee 
 Bartenders 
 Clean Up  
 Decor 

 Food Prep/
Coordination 

 Item Entry 
 Item Solicitation  

 Payment 
Processing 

 Set Up 
 And many more.... 

Emerson Players is Looking for a 

Male Actor! 

Emerson Players is looking for an interested male actor/
male actor wannabe for our coming play to be performed 
May 1, 2, 3.  Age range: late 20s-late 30s.  The play is a far-
cical comedy set in the '40s. Fun play! Fun cast! For 
more information, please email euucplayers@gmail.com. 

Circle Dinner Coming Right Up! 

We have a Circle Dinner that is meeting on March 21. Different people 
volunteer to host a dinner at their homes, and the guests bring the food 
in a potluck dinner format. It is a great way to meet other people and 
enjoy delicious meals with wine. If you want to add your name to the list 
of guests (or can host this March), please let Nancy Rilling 
(therillings@aol.com) know. 

http://emersonhouston.org/auction2020
mailto:euucplayers@gmail.com
mailto:therillings@aol.com


 

 

This past Sunday when I went back into the sanctuary to 

collect my things after “the line” was done – as I do every 

Sunday I preach - I was struck with the thought that in a 

few months’ time I would be doing this for the last time 

because it will be my last Sunday preaching at Emerson.  

And with the thought came a huge wave of sadness. 

 

I love our sanctuary and I will miss it.  It is beautiful, archi-

tecturally both uplifting and restful, all at the same time.  

The chancel is particularly beautiful, illuminated as it is by 

the two hidden stained-glass windows at the sides of the 

chancel.  They are much more ornate than the simple col-

ored squares you can see from the pews.   But, of course, 

it is not the sanctuary per se that I will miss so much as the 

leading of worship - looking out at all your faces, singing 

together  with you, meditating together with you, listening 

and hearing together with you – Sunday after Sunday - 

hoping that the spirit will move in us yet again, trusting 

that our gathered company will make it so.  Of course, I 

will in all likelihood lead worship again after retiring, guest 

preach somewhere; but, leading worship as a guest in 

someone else’s pulpit and leading worship with a congre-

gation you have served over long years, are two very dif-

ferent experiences.  When a minister and a congregation 

have been together for many years, there is a richness of 

emotional connection and a knowingness that flows both 

ways which is informed by the relationships that have de-

veloped between minister and congregation, as well as a 

kind of shared lexicon of worship which has built up over 

time, so that any one worship service is informed by and 

enriched by those that have come before.  At least, that is 

how it is for me – and I think for many of you, as well, 

given your comments to me over the years.  

 

And, of course, it is not just leading worship that I will 

miss.  I will miss being your minister, being Emerson’s min-

ister - and it is important for me to acknowledge that.  I 

find myself having thoughts and feelings like I did last Sun-

day rather often and sometimes when I least expect them.  

But grieving is part of saying goodbye well.  And, as I have 

said more than once in other circumstances, the extent of 

one’s grieving is a measure of one’s love.   

 

At the same time, though, I find myself having moments 

when I am overcome with excitement about what will 

happen next.  I just received a travel catalogue in the mail 

advertising all kinds of trips to all kinds of places in 2020 

and 2021.  Normally, before, I would have tossed 

it almost immediately into the recycle bin, thinking, I can’t 

do any of that.  But now, I thought, hm!  I’m going to hold 

on to this.  Who knows where I might go in the next year or 

so? 

 

And during the Board’s mini retreat last weekend, when 

we were talking about what’s next for Emerson, I found 

myself genuinely excited for all of you, thinking, who 

knows what might happen when you have fallen in love 

again with a new minister and can see with fresh eyes! 

 

And so it goes.  Sadness followed by excitement followed 

by sadness followed by excitement.  And so it probably 

will go from now until June.   

 

But of course, in the meantime I am still your minister and 

I am still loving it and loving you.  Please good people, 

know that I am here for you if you want to talk about any 

of this or anything else you might want to talk to your min-

ister about. 

In faith and affection, 
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Save the Date! 

 

General Assembly is only a few months away… It’s 
time to get Rooted, Inspired, & Ready! Soon, we will 
worship, learn, witness, and make decisions together. 
Whether in person in Providence or through off site 
participation, GA is powerful because of the ways we 
connect with each other and share our values. Read 
on for new opportunities, tips, and resources to make 
this your greatest GA yet.  

Beckonings 

http://url9064.uua.org/wf/click?upn=tl-2Bq-2FiwK0yv7t60HRm-2FwnK27t8Hf5On44Ji-2F6LZ77IxEnKQYV45A8t9m4wDADcX2GkwWIz0f89Ur5NjM0w21VMqeY9tD1IaIsMOv-2FMkZO9IhmsF0S6OWpNcl31pjN-2FRncQZMaNJA34AuojZGMl-2F89Q-3D-3D_t0CC1zy7kPWvcaUt-2Bar0664lZC1yIUWVrkQq7MkollGM8jktXP


 

 

Please join us on Sundays for Worship. 

March 1—Who Are These Two Old Women in Pantsuits Making History? with Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
That might very well have been the question on your lips if you had seen Del Martin and Phyllis Lyon exchanging 
wedding vows before San Francisco Mayor Gavin Newsom on June 16, 2008.  They might have been old; they might 
have been in pantsuits; but they were still a revolutionary pair.  Their lives – and their relationship – spanned the 
decades from the McCarthy Era and the “Lavender Scare” to the coming of marriage equality, exemplifying courage 
and commitment all along the way.  
 
March 8—Courage Isn’t Just for Super Heroes with Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange and Katy Carpman 
Have you ever heard it said that life itself is an act of courage?  Maybe courage isn’t just something that super heroes 
possess.  But what is courage, really? What makes it possible for someone to be courageous?  And how does courage 
manifest itself in our daily lives?  
 
March 15—UU Profiles in Courage with Rev. Dan King, Guest Minister 
Our monthly Guest Minister Rev. Dan King will present his personal reflections based on his experience of 20th century 
Unitarian Universalists who showed exceptional courage. 
 
March 22—Courage on the Line  with Rev.  Becky Edmiston-Lange 
In March 1965, responding to the event called “Bloody Sunday” in Selma, Alabama, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. appealed 
to clergy and lay leaders across the United States to join him in a march to Montgomery, Alabama in the struggle for 
“the survival of democracy.”  Unitarian Universalists were among those who answered King’s call, some answering that 
call with their lives.  The nation and Unitarian Universalism would never be the same. 
 
March 29—Celebrating Transgender Visibility with Rev.  Becky Edmiston-Lange 
March 31 is International Transgender Day of Visibility, an annual event dedicated to celebrating transgender people 
and to raising awareness of the discrimination faced by transgender people.  As a Unitarian Universalist Welcoming 
Congregation, we are committed to being fully embracing and affirming of all LGBTQ individuals.  I will be joined by 
members of Emerson who will share their experience as a trans person in society at large and at Emerson.  I have no 
doubt that courage will be, if not an overt theme, a subtext of all they have to say.  

9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins    
10 AM Adult Education •  11 AM Worship  •  11:15 AM Children’s Programming  

Sunday Morning Schedule 

March Share-the-Plate—Point of Pride 

Point of Pride’s purpose is to 
support trans youth and 
adults who otherwise lack 
access through gender-
affirming programs that em-
power them to live more 
authentically. They are a 501

(c)(3) non-profit organization based in Eugene, Oregon that serves 
the international transgender community and is entirely volunteer-
operated. Volunteers for the organization are trans women, trans 
men, queer, non-binary, and allies who live and work all over the 
U.S. We are united to bring about meaningful, enduring change one 
individual at a time, and helping the most vulnerable and isolated 
members of the transgender community feel seen and sup-
ported. Read more at https://pointofpride.org.  

A Message from the Lay 

Pastoral Ministry Team 

The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team would like 
to alert you to the fact that we plan on 
calling every member of the congregation 
sometime during 2020. The purpose of 
these calls is to be sure all members know 
that fellow Emersonians are thinking about 
you and that there are people around, 
members of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team, 
who are available if you need someone to 
talk to. We will not be asking for money and 
will not be asking you to volunteer for 
anything. We simply want you to know we 
care about you.  3 

https://pointofpride.org
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Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

Certainly it takes less courage to present a class for our 10:00 am Adult Religious than other challenges you have had to 
face in your life. We are grateful for all our presenters this month as we explore a “PotpoUUri” of offerings. Join us for 
Adult Religious Education each Sunday, 10 AM in Room 205-206, unless noted otherwise: 
 
 March 1 – “Defeating the Political Strategy of Divide and Conquer” by Ellen Norton 
 March 8 –  Where do you find sources of courage after failing or after a defeat? This facilitated contemplative dia-

logue will go deeper into our monthly focus of courage.  
 March 15 – 9:30 AM Legal & Financial Security at the End of Life  with Tom McCulloch, sponsored by Emerson's Lay 

Pastoral Ministry Team 
 March 22 – 10 AM "Thoughts from a voter registrar" by Edna Kelly 

12:30-4:30 PM in Westwood Hall “Constructive Dialogue Across the Political Divide” workshop with 
David Throop 

 March 29 – 10 AM Origin of Life with David May 
9:30 AM in Room 204 Advanced Planning & End of Life Autonomy with Janet Jackson McCulloch, spon-
sored by Emerson's Lay Pastoral Ministry Team 

 
Poetry Group meets on March 15th (9:45 AM in Room 204) and Ministry for Earth meets on March 22 (10 AM in Room 
204) 
 
At the March meeting of the Adult Religious Education team March 15 at 12:30 PM, we’ll discuss ideas for summer and 
fall – we’d love to hear from you.  

Due to popular demand, we’re starting a SUNDAY session!  

White Fragility: a 4-week discussion that invites white people to examine and discuss the ideas Robin DiAngelo presents 
in the book White Fragility: Why It’s So Hard for White People to Talk About Racism (Beacon Press, 2018); available in 
paperback and electronic versions. 
 
We will work on learning skills to disrupt racism as Unitarian Universalists; open paths for us to come to terms with our 
own and others’ fragile, defensive, and coded responses when a conversation turns to race; and discover ways even well
-meaning people can reinforce racial hierarchy. 
 
Sundays March 8, 15, 29, and April 5, 12:30 to 2 PM. Bag lunches welcome.  Patti Withers, facilitator 
(Room 209 for March 8. Room 205/206 for the remaining dates.) 
 
Sign-up in The Gathering Place or by contacting Katy Carpman (katy.euuc@gmail.com). 
 
Session 1: Introduction 
Session 2: Facing White Supremacy 
Session 3: How Does Race Shape the Lives of White People? 
Session 4: Interrupting Racist Patterns. 

New Members! Prospective Members! Interested Visitors!  

Did you not know that Louisa May Alcott was a Unitarian? Did you not know that Paul Newman was a UU? And Elliot 
Richardson? Who the heck was he? If you're surprised, maybe your friends will be also. Learn the basics of Unitarian Uni-
versalism and navigating Emerson in just two hours! Plus food! Meet other new UUs! Meet potential UUs! And get one 
(or more) freebies, if you pass the class! Don't miss this once in a some-time opportunity, presented by long-time UUs 
Beryl Kaminsky and Pat Smith. To reserve your place at the table and some food (with name and dietary restrictions): 
RSVP to astat00@aol.com (00 is two zeros). Delaney Hall Rooms 205/206, 12:30 - 2:30 PM, Sunday, April 19, 2020. 

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com


 

 

Beginner's Meditation - 
Every Monday from 7-8:15 
PM in Room 208. We 
welcome people from all 
backgrounds and spiritual 
practices. For additional 
information, please 
contact Ann May. 
 

ELL Registration and 
Classes- Registration is 
closed! Saturday classes 
are from 1-4 pm and 
Tuesday/Thursday classes 
are from 6:30-8:30 pm.  
Interested in volunteering? 
E-mail the program 
director for more 
information. 
 

Stitchers - Every 
Wednesday, 11 AM in 
Delaney Hall. 
 

Emerson Choir - Every 
Wednesday from 7-9 
PM. For all who are 
interested in sharing music 
with our beloved 
community, please attend 
the laid-back rehearsals. 
No audition needed—
singers with all levels of 
experience are welcome! 
Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez with any 
questions and to get 
involved! 
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the 
month at 10:30 AM in 
Westwood Hall. Contact: 
Barbara Hopkins 
 

Emerson Poetry Group - 
Third Sundays of the 
month at 9:45 AM, Room 
204. 

Emerson 

Activities 

Game Nights for Teens 

and Families! 

Every 3rd Saturday of the month from 7 - 9 PM.  
Contact Michael Bloom at mfbloom12@gmail.com 
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Book 

Clubs 

MEN’S 

Monday, March 16 
6:30 PM at La Madeleine 
 (10001 Westheimer Rd) 

Book: Make Your Bed: Little 
Things That Can Change Your 
Life…And Maybe the World 

by William H. McRaven 
Contact: Cletus Lee 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, March 18 
7:30 PM in the Library 

Book: True Women: A Novel of 
Texas by Janice Woods Windle 

Contact: Jill Rose  

DAYTIME 
Thursday, March 19 
10 AM in the Library 
Book: Thunderstruck 

by Eric Larson 
Contact: David Bergt  

Spring Campus Cleanup 

Saturday, March 7, 
 from 9 to noon 
Rain or shine,  inside and out, 
there’s work to be done. Come 
when you can, for as long as you 
can. Tools and equipment will be 
provided.  

Rebuilding Together - Under 

Construction 

Rebuilding Together Houston is 
moving to once a year in the 
Fall. During this time we will be 
"rebuilding" Emerson's involve-
ment with this incredible com-
munity organization. A meeting will be announced 
soon for those who are interested in being part of a 
committee to re-imagine our partnership with Re-
building Together Houston.  In particular, we will be 
looking for a Crew Chief in training and a person or 
group who would like to take on the task of organiz-
ing volunteers! 

Join Our Usher Team! 

Ushers provide vital services in 
preparing the Sanctuary, wel-
coming the congregation, and 
collecting the offering each 
Sunday. Please consider volun-
teering as an usher one Sunday 
a month or every other month. 
Ushering is a very easy way for 
you to help serve our beloved 
church with very little effort. 
 
Chat with an usher on Sunday morning if you’d like to 
learn more! 

mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
mailto:EUU-ELL@outlook.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mfbloom12@gmail.com?subject=Game%20Nights
mailto:cletus.lee@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net


 

 

Our 2020 Goals 

By Katie Scott, Board President 

The Board of Trustees finalized our 2020 goals at our recent retreat. Emerson has a lot going on this year, but we are 
extremely excited about the direction we are headed. Our biggest task this year is ensuring a smooth transition as Becky 
retires but we have a lot of other things we want to accomplish. Take a sneak peek at our 2020 initiatives!  
 
Congregation Connections 
One of our biggest goals of 2020 is to ensure both members and visitors have easy ways to connect to Emerson. 
Specifically, we will focus on encouraging social connections, promoting covenant groups, and sharing our personal 
testimonies about Emerson.  
 
Behavioral Covenant 
One of the recommendations from the discernment process was to create a behavioral covenant that guides the way 
Emersonians interact with one another and with visitors. This common UU tool will guide how we work and we will 
develop one that matches with our values.  
 
Long Term Financial Health  
At Emerson, we have many values--equality, social justice, community support just to name a few. We want to live these 
values, but we also need to afford these values. We are developing a taskforce to look at different long term strategies 
to improve our financial health and outlook. 
 
English Language Learners Program Plan 
Through the support of many Emersonians, there is an English Language Learners program that has been operating at 
Emerson for over 5 years. In 2020, we will create a concrete plan for program operations and sustainability.  
 
Safety and Security Plan 
In 2020, we aim to complete our campus safety and security plan. This initial plan will guide how we keep our campus 
and our members and visitors safe while continuing our welcoming environment.  
 
Governance Committee 
The Governance Committee will continue its work to improve how Emerson operates, focusing on addressing the 
governance issues discovered in the 2018-2019 discernment process.  

Five Threats to Your Family’s Legal 

and Financial Security at the End of Life 

March 15, 2020 | 9:30 AM | Room 205 
You’re invited to a workshop about the fundamentals of Life Care, Disability, and End of Life Planning. Facilitated by 
Tom McCulloch.  

Our thoughts and prayers are with Anna Wilson and family for a full recovery from a 
brain  aneurysm. 
 
Michael Daichman, member of the Texas Prep State Champion St. John's School 
wrestling team, has been invited to the 85th National Prep Championships!  
 
It is with great sadness that we announce the death of Frances Jones, beloved and 
long-time Emerson member. Frances passed away Wednesday evening, February 19. 
The memorial service date and time will be announced soon.  
 
A memorial service will be held for Barbara Elmore's son, Chris Elmore, at 4 PM on 
March 7th in the Sanctuary.  

Wheel of Life 
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Religious Education 

Jean Piaget, Maria Montessori, Fred Rogers - they all spoke of play being the work of childhood. Children grow and learn 
through the games that they play, exploring their world and their limits, navigating relationships with friends, and 
problem solving. And when work is joyful, it becomes its own compelling reward. 
 
In Sunday School we include games, explorations, and time to play each Sunday. And we’re incorporating Family 
Playdates each month – join us around 10 AM on March 22 on the big playground – children can zoom and climb while 
adults socialize at the picnic tables. 

 
How do we find ways to play beyond Sunday morning? And not just 
children? All of us are enriched by the joy and curious learning that 
happens through play. 
 
Many of our children and young adults and teachers have Spring 
Break this month - a whole week of time set apart from the usual. 
And for the rest of us, perhaps we can find at least a couple of 
hours for something enjoyable and novel! 

 
Director of Religious Education 
katy.euuc@gmail.com 
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Looking Ahead! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mon., March 30: A Conversation about Voting 

Rights with Stacey Abrams, the ACLU of Texas, & 

Ari Berman, journalist from Mother Jones, at 

Emerson 6:30-8:30 pm. More information coming 

soon. 

 

Sun., April 19: Emerson's Long-term Financial 

Health — Have ideas on how to help us afford the 

values we want to live at Emerson? Join us for a 

brainstorming lunch at 12:30 in Room 108. Lunch 

on us! Please RSVP with Martin Estill 

at spurgrowthpartners@yahoo.com. To request 

childcare, email alejandra@emersonhouston.org 

by Wednesday, April 15 by noon. 

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:spurgrowthpartners@yahoo.com
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org


 

 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, March 17 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, 
emersonhouston.org, under “News & Calendar.” 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Open House - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about Emerson and to sign the 
membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 12:30 PM. Next Class: March 8 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org 
at least five days before the event. 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org

