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Fall Fellowship Supper! 

Saturday, October 5 – Appetizers @5:30 PM, 
Dinner @6 PM 

The Stewardship Committee 
invites you to Feed the Flame 
while you feed yourselves at 
our Fellowship Dinner. We’ll 
kick off our annual pledge 
drive with a potluck dinner 
and a Moth-style open 
microphone. (The Moth Radio 
Hour features true stories told 

live on stage without scripts, props, or accompaniment. 
See www.themoth.org) Bring a five-minute or less tale, or 
poem, song or joke about feeding your personal flame 
and a dish to share.  
 
RSVP (http://emersonhouston.org/RSVP2019) or contact 
Shelley Gottschalk at shelleyjg@gmail.com to sign up to 
bring food, or to help set up and clean up. Information 
about this year’s pledge drive will be available, as well as 
pledge forms if you’re ready to Feed Emerson’s Flame at 
the Fellowship Dinner. Join us for wine and appetizers 
October 5 at 5:30 PM in The Gathering Place. Dinner will 
start at 6 PM in Westwood Hall.  

FOCUS 

Our focus for October is Sacrifice. 
How do our choices reflect our values? What are you willing to give up to im-
prove someone else’s life? Sacrifice is so much more than brutal stories from 
days of old. 
  
Each month our Emerson community focuses on a single idea, going deeper 
with one another.  You can engage through:  

 Sunday services—Second Sundays are fully multigenerational 
 Age-appropriate Sunday school lessons around the themes 
 Exploration Sunday—10 AM, Second Sundays—a time for contemplation 

and dialogue  
 Social media—sharing articles, quotes, and podcasts shared via Facebook, 

Twitter, and Instagram 
 Optional covenant group sessions 

Adding eGiving to Your Giving Choices! 

For those who no longer write checks or carry cash, you can now give to Emerson electronically with credit, debit 

or banking information: 
 

 Online at emersonhouston.org/give 

 With a mobile app 

 By text 
 

Schedule recurring donations so they arrive when you are out of town.  Choose to pay on your pledge or give to 
Share the Plate or special funds as they arise. Instructions and assistance will be available at the Stewardship Table 
before and after church.  If you are happy with your current method of giving, no need to change. 

http://emersonhouston.org/RSVP2019
mailto:shelleyjg@gmail.com
emersonhouston.org/give
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Beckonings 

Did you grow up in a house with a staircase?  Do you re-

member trying to climb the stairs on the outside of the 

stair case or sliding down the banister?   That was the 

topic of conversation as our staff ate lunch together to-

day.  I think the conversation was sparked by one of the 

questions for reflection during the month of September:  

What are your memories of play, as a child?  

 

I didn’t have the staircase play experience, but just think-

ing about it has sent me down memory lane.  The first 

house I lived in did have two stories but the staircase to 

the second floor was not inside the house.  My father 

built the house himself and I think, although I don’t know 

for sure, that the architectural skills needed to design an 

indoor staircase were beyond him.  To go from the first 

floor to the second, you had to go outside to the side of 

the house.  The stairs there, to a little kid, seemed pretty 

formidable.  They were steep and rustic, with open steps 

and a weathered, splintery banister.  My sisters (17 and 

20 years older than me, respectively) had their bed-

rooms up there and it was their own dominion.  On the 

rare occasions when I was invited up it was almost like 

being admitted to the holy of holies – a secret chamber 

where all the arcana of what it meant to be an attractive 

teenage girl might be revealed.  

 

My brother (four years older) and I, on the other hand, 

shared a room downstairs across the hall from my par-

ents.  The first floor had a kitchen, a living room, two 

bedrooms and a bath.  At the very center of the house 

was a hallway with an open grate that covered the fur-

nace, whose coils you could see glowing below.  In the 

winter the grate got very hot and you had to be careful 

not to step on it in bare feet.  When I was very young 

that furnace seemed like a fire breathing monster.  At 

night, when the monster roared as the furnace came on 

I’d hop into bed with my brother for safety. Even now I 

can feel the hairs on the back of my neck raising! 

 

When I was six, my family moved across the dirt drive-

way to our new house which my father had also built.  It 

was a one story brick ranch with four bedrooms and two 

baths.  By that time my sisters were no longer living at 

home so my brother and I – and my mother and father – 

each had our own bedroom.  My mother and I were at 

one end of the house; my brother and father at the 

other with kitchen, living and dining rooms in between.  

A peculiar house that perhaps bespake more of the na-

ture of our family dynamics than my father knew.  But I 

thrilled to have a bedroom of my own.  My parents let 

me choose the colors.  The walls were painted bright 

pink; the floor was turquoise linoleum! 

 

So, no, I didn’t play by sliding down a banister.  But I 

have many glorious memories of other kinds of play – 

riding horses through meadows and fields, playing 

Swampfox (are you old enough to remember the Disney 

show about the Revolutionary War hero, Francis 

Marion?), games of hide and seek after dark, jumping 

out of haylofts onto piles of straw below, sledding and 

sleighing and snowball fights, and, of course, the peren-

nial softball game.  It was another era and another locale 

when summers seemed to run on forever and winters 

always had plenty of snow.   

 

I wonder sometimes what the play memories of children 

growing up today will be like.  Will they remember play-

ing video games with as much fondness?  And I worry 

about the kids growing up today who have no play of any 

sort because their lives are so burdened with poverty or 

fear or the violence of war.  I hope that September’s fo-

cus helped us all to think more about the importance of 

play in our own lives - and that the work of our church 

helps in small ways to create a world where more chil-

dren have the luxury of play. 

   
In faith and affection,  
 
 
 
Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 

“Climate in Crisis: The End Of Ice" by Dahr Jamail 

Dahr Jamail is an independent journalist who traveled all over the world interviewing 

climate and ecological experts, and observing climate disruption first hand. He has writ-

ten a new book about his experience, The End of Ice. Dahr will speak about his observa-

tions and take Q&A on October 11 at 7 PM at Emerson. The lecture is FREE. 

See www.dahrjamail.net and www.the-end-of-ice.com.  

http://www.dahrjamail.net
http://www.the-end-of-ice.com


 

 

Please join us on Sundays for Worship. 

October 6—What would you promise?  What would you give? - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
Our topic for the month of October is sacrifice. I imagine most UUs would think that our faith has little to do with 
sacrifice; that that's something reserved for more traditional religions or primitive times.  But we might want to 
reconsider.  
 
October 13—How many choices do you make in a day? - Katy Carpman, Emerson’s Director of Religious Education 
From deciding whether or not to hit the snooze button to what (un)reasonable time we put ourselves to bed, our lives 
are an endless series of choices, with any number of impacts on ourselves and others. What goes into these decisions? 
All ages worship together. 
 
October 20—If Being a UU were Outlawed, Would You Still be One? - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
Some of the stories from our UU History cast the theme of sacrifice in an entirely different light.  
 
October 27—Stubborn Sacrifices: UU Saints & You! - Rev. Dan King, Pulpit Guest 
As we approach the traditional Christian observance of "All Saints' Day", our Guest Minister, Rev.Dan King will share 
reflections about the sacrifices of several of our many remarkable Unitarian and Universalist ancestors. Our Guest 
Minister for this service, Rev. Dr. Dan King, recently  retired from the UU ministry after 25 years of service. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 
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Hey, Party Animal! 

Emerson's English Language Learners find a lot to celebrate each year: 
 
 The Chili/Dessert Cook-off to raise funds for textbooks 
 The Holiday and Valentine's Day Bake Sales 
  Student Graduation 

 

If you enjoy throwing a good party, consider joining our Events Team and help make fun (and funds) happen.  Email or 
text (713-498-2408) Carol Trout, ELL Volunteer Coordinator, to learn more and to join the team.  

October Share-the-Plate 

Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services 

Texas Environmental Justice Advocacy Services (t.e.j.a.s.) is dedicated to provid-
ing community members with the tools necessary to create sustainable, environ-
mentally healthy communities by educating individuals on health concerns and 
implications arising from environmental pollution, empowering individuals with an understanding of applicable envi-
ronmental laws and regulations and promoting their enforcement, and offering community building skills and re-
sources for effective community action and greater public participation. Read more at http://tejasbarrios.org/. 

http://tejasbarrios.org/


 

 

Adult Religious Education (ARE) 

What do the following have in common: humanism, sacrifice, and evolution? They are all part of our PotpoUUri of Adult 
Religious Education offerings in October!  (10 AM in Room 205-206) 
 
 October 6 – A Re-Focus on Humanism, Now is the Time  

In the 20th century, Humanism and Unitarian Universalism were tightly entwined. Our ministers wrote much of the 
first Humanist Manifesto in 1933. In the 21st century, we need to refocus on our humanist values and a heritage 
that includes atheists, agnostics, and theists. Learn more about the HUUmanists  Association and join us for a lively 
panel overview and discussion.  

 October 13 – Exploration Sunday – go deeper into our monthly theme of sacrifice – how do you weigh the many 
choices in your life? 

 October 20 - How Darwin and Wallace independently developed the concepts of evolution  - Presented by Sigsby 
Rusk 

 October 27 - Evolution:  Fossils, Genes, and Mousetraps  - Presented by Sigsby Rusk 
 
Spirit in Practice – facilitated sessions October 13th and 27th, with open meditation space on October 6th and 20th at 10 
AM n Room 208. Questions about Spirit in Practice? Contact Marci at 713marci@gmail.com. 
 
And Poetry Group on October 20th! (9:45 AM in Room 204) 
 
Got ideas? Want to be a part of our Spring planning? Join us October 20th in Room 205-206 – bring program suggestions 
and folks who’d be great experts, facilitators, or hosts! Lunch provided – please RSVP at http://emersonhouston.org/
RSVPARE.  

Our thoughts go out to the family and friends of Francine Heller who died on the 
morning of October 1, 2019. Her memorial service will be announced later this 
month. 
  
We wish Ann May well as she continues to recover from surgery. 
 
Our thought are with Billie Nelson and Joyce Phillips as they recover from illness. 
 
Congratulations to Stephanie and Ken Miller on the birth of their son, Oliver Quinn 
Miller, on born August 31. 

Wheel of Life 

Emerson’s Kilgore Lecturers are Winners 

Those who were in Emerson’s Kilgore Lecture audience three years ago heard David Eagleman, then a neuroscientist at 
Baylor College of Medicine. Since then, he’s been on PBS with a series on the brain. 
   
In conversation after his 2016 lecture he described an invention he was working on to allow hearing impaired folks listen 
to various sounds. It’s a wristband that picks up sounds through an embedded microphone, then breaks the frequencies 
into 128 bands. The sounds go to four small motors that stimulate the wrist in distinct patterns depending on the sound.   
 
Now that invention, the Buzz device, was written up in the Wall Street Journal and The Week magazine.  It will be mar-
keted by NeoSensory, a California company.    
 
Emerson hasn’t selected our next Kilgore lecturer, but the most recent one, TSU Professor Robert Bullard, had a column 
in the Chronicle last week on environmental racism that papers around the U.S. published as well.  
  

—Gabe Gelb, chair, Kilgore Lectures  
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mailto:713marci@gmail.com
http://emersonhouston.org/RSVPARE
http://emersonhouston.org/RSVPARE


 

 

Beginner's Meditation - 
Every Monday from 7-8:15 
PM in Room 208. We 
welcome people from all 
backgrounds and spiritual 
practices. For additional 
information, please 
contact Ann May. 
 
ELL Classes- Saturday from 
1-4 PM and Tuesday/
Thursday evening classes 
from 6:30-8:30 PM. 
Interested in 
volunteering? E-mail the 
program director for more 
information. 
 
Stitchers - Every 
Wednesday, 11 AM in 
Delaney Hall. 
 
Emerson Choir - Every 
Wednesday from 7-9 
PM. For all who are 
interested in sharing 
music with our beloved 
community, please attend 
the laid-back rehearsals. 
No audition needed—
singers with all levels of 
experience are welcome! 
Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez with any 
questions and to get 
involved! 
 
Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the 
month at 10:30 AM in 
Westwood Hall. Contact: 
Barbara Hopkins 
 
Emerson Poetry Group - 
Third Sundays of the 
month at 9:45 AM, Room 
204. 

Emerson 

Activities 
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Book Clubs 

DAYTIME 
Thursday, October 17 
10 AM in the Library. 

Book: Searching for Pilar by 
Patricia Hunt Holmes 
 Contact: David Bergt  

MEN’S 
Monday, October 21 

6:30 PM at La Madeleine 
(10001 Westheimer) 

Book: The Soul of America: The 
Battle for Our Better Angels 

by Jon Meacham  
Contact: Cletus Lee 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, October 16, 

7:30 PM in the Library 
Book: A Gentleman in Moscow 

by Amor Towles 
Contact: Jill Rose  

Serve as a Visiting Steward 

Visiting Stewards for the "Feeding the Flame" fundrais-

ing campaign will be calling on as many members as 

possible to learn about their vision for Emerson and dis-

cuss how they can make it happen. If you would like to 

serve as a Visiting Steward, please contact Michael 

Bloom at mfbloom12@gmail.com or Marilyn Rambow 

at mcrambow@comcast.net. 

LPMT Divorce/Relationship 

Support Group 

The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team has decided to renew 
the Divorce/Relationship Support Group through the 
end of the year and new participants are welcome. Par-
ticipants are asked to commit to attending at least 4 of 
these meetings.  
 

October 6th          Room 209 
October 20th        Library 
November 3rd       Room 209 
November 17th     Library 
December 1st       Room 209 
 

All meetings will begin at 12:30 PM. Questions? Contact 
Marci by email at 713marci@gmail.com. 

Trombone Recital 

Happening at Emerson! 
Trombonists from the Houston Symphonic Band, Glenn 
Hieshima, will play a free recital on October 19 at 7 PM 
accompanied by members of Emerson’s Intergenera-
tional Orchestra and Hui Shan Chin on organ and piano. 
A short reception will follow in The Gathering Place.  

Social Action Council Meeting 

October 13, 12:30-1:45 PM, Room 205-206 
The Social Action Council will meet to develop its 
agenda of projects for the 2019-2020 church year.  All 
Emerson members are welcome. Social Justice is a 
core UU value. Please bring your suggestions and 
ideas on how we can make a difference. 

mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
mailto:EUU-ELL@outlook.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d5d1936b7c&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:cletus.lee@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:mfbloom12@gmail.com
mailto:mcrambow@comcast.net
mailto:713marci@gmail.com
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“Hello, Welcome to Emerson . . .’ 

If you are comfortable saying that phrase, you have conquered step one of 
becoming an Emerson greeter.  We have an increasing number of visitors 
walking through our doors each Sunday and we need your help to welcome 
them to our community.  If you would like to share your love of Emerson 
with a newcomer, please become a greeter. To get started, contact Dori 
Wolfe (dori.wolfe@gmail.com). 

What’s Next? 

By Katie Scott, Board President 
  
The past few years have been a period of reflection and contemplation. Through our discernment process, we have 
been exploring Emerson’s past and present to help us define our future. Many of you may be asking, “What’s next?” Em-
erson’s Board of Trustees has been working behind the scenes to take all we learned and form the next steps for our 
path forward. We are very excited to share what we have planned for the upcoming months: 
 
How We Work: As recommended by the Ad Hoc Task Force on Governance, we have convened a term-limited Govern-
ance Committee, led by Patti Withers to lead the congregation through a discussion of governance issues, with the goal 
of amending or replacing governing documents.   
 
How We Act: The History Wall sessions brought to light Emerson’s challenges moving forward as a congregation because 
of a history of distrust and competing interests. In 2020, we will establish a common understanding of how the congre-
gation and its working groups will interact with one another in healthier ways that promote trust and community.  
 
How We Connect: At Emerson, our goal is to be a place you can find community and connection no matter who you are.  
Over the next year, the Board’s strategic focus is to identify and solidify the pathways in which all members and visitors 
connect with the church. Be on the lookout for more to come! 
 
How Do We Pay for It: Of course, all of this work is not possible without financial contributions from you. The Board be-
gan the budget process three months earlier this year to ensure we can share our expected 2020 expenses with the con-
gregation and engage in conversations about Emerson’s priorities—mailing a letter and chart to members of the congre-
gation in September. We are hopeful that we will be able to raise all of the money needed to operate, but we are de-
pendent upon your pledges to make it happen. As we enter into our Stewardship campaign, we encourage all of you to 
consider what it takes to operate Emerson and contribute to our congregation’s sustainability.  
 
The Board of Trustees is very excited about our future and look forward to creating a place where anyone can find com-
munity and connection, no matter who you are.  

Emerson UU's 61st Rebuilding Together Houston 

project is almost here!  

On the Saturdays of October 19th and 26th (8 AM - 4 PM) we will renovate a 
house for an elderly or disabled Houstonian living below the poverty line. 
 
Please sign-up at: http://rebuildinghouston.force.com/volunteers/CrewList 
 
Select the Emerson UU Crew, complete the intake form and then select the day(s) 
you wish to work! Partial days are welcome.  You will be contacted with the ad-
dress and instructions. 

mailto:dori.wolfe@gmail.com
http://rebuildinghouston.force.com/volunteers/CrewList


 

 

Religious Education 

I’m writing this on Thursday, September 19th, as my 
street, and many across southeast Texas, are filled with 
water from Tropical Storm Imelda. A friend posts on Face-
book – Whose idea was it to move to the Gulf Coast? 
 
Yeaaaaaah. Most of the time I love living in Houston – a 
real world city, great people, a strong economy… but the 
sacrifice on days like these is at the very least, peace of 
mind, and possible risk to self and property. We’re told 
that climate change is partially to blame for the flooding, 
and that will likely get worse. 
 
So, what choices might we make that would be easier? A 
recent article on the 538 blog looked around the US, con-
sidering places where climate change might bring better 
weather. Their findings point to the Upper Peninsula of 
Michigan. I’ve been to the UP- it’s lovely to visit in the 
summer, especially if you like kayaking. And mosquitos. 
But I’m not sure I have it in me to be a Yooper. 
 
Life is full of choices. Probably too many of them. What’s 
best in the short term? In the long term?  For me? For all 

humankind? For all beings? We quickly get to ethics… and 
we’ll talk a whole lot this month as we focus on sacrifice 
(See page 1)—I especially look forward to leading worship 
with you on October 13th. 

 
Director of Religious Education 
katy.euuc@gmail.com 

Fall Campus Cleanup 

Saturday, October 12, from 10 to 12 noon.  

Needed: 10 to 12 people to put in a couple of hours. Rain or 

shine, inside and out, there’s work to be done. Come when 

you can, for as long as you can. Tools and equipment will be 

provided. 

Emerson Podcast Launched! 

Rev. Becky's sermons are now available on Stitcher, Google Podcasts, TuneIn, iTunes 
and coming up soon, Spotify! Subscribe and listen to our first podcast from September 
8th's Homecoming Sunday service.  
 

http://emersonhouston.org/podcast 

Circle Dinners 

Nancy Rilling is now the coor-

dinator for Circle Dinners.  If 

you're interested in joining, 

please email her 

at therillings@aol.com. 

 

She is always looking for volunteers to host din-

ners. These are wonderful opportunities to get to 

know your fellow church members and friends in 

a smaller group. 

 

If there are not enough volunteers for a month, 

the option of meeting at a restaurant will be pro-

vided. The next Circle Dinner will be held on Sat-

urday, November 16.  

https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/heres-the-best-place-to-move-if-youre-worried-about-climate-change/
https://fivethirtyeight.com/features/heres-the-best-place-to-move-if-youre-worried-about-climate-change/
mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
http://emersonhouston.org/podcast
mailto:therillings@aol.com


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, October 15 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, 
emersonhouston.org, under “News & Calendar.” 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Open House - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about Emerson and to sign the 
membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 12:30 PM. Next Class: October 13 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org 
at least five days before the event. 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org

