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Congratulations Emerson, 

Volunteers, and Students on the 

May 12th graduation of the Spring 

2019 English Language Learning 

Class (ELL)! 

EMERSON’s welcoming banners and facilities provided a place for 
learning, acceptance, connecting, and understanding among 
different cultures and faiths. The setting offered a unique vision of 
unity enriched by diversity…a hopeful reflection of the American 
Dream. 
 
Many lives are touched in unexpected and ongoing ways by this 
program. Just one example is the volunteer teacher whose 
experience at Emerson helped support her successful application to 
become a volunteer in an orphanage in Mexico. She is there now 
touching the lives of many needy children. 
 
A special thanks to all member and non-member volunteers who 
gave their time, encouragement, and/or funds to make this 
Outreach possible: the foundation of talented dedicated teachers 
and assistants supported by: Jon Whitten-Lege’, Program Director; 
Carol Trout, Event Coordinator; Carol Huelbig, Child Care 
Coordinator; George Eggleston, Coordinator; Tech Guru, former 
Program Director, Matt Griffes; and many others. 
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First languages included Russian, Korean, Arabic, 
Farsi, Portuguese, Spanish, and more.  

Thank you to Ministry for Earth 

for creating such a wonderful 

worship service on June 16th. 



 

 

As I write this column I am about to leave for General 
Assembly (GA), the annual meeting of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association.  This year GA is in Spokane, WA.  
In addition to the multitude of worship services, 
programs and workshops, I look forward to seeing 
colleagues and friends that I don’t get to see any other 
time than at GA and perhaps to enjoy something of that 
inviting city.  
 
I’ll be in Spokane June 17 through June 21, returning a 
bit early so that I can be at Emerson on Sunday, June 23 
to say goodbye to Transitional Assistant Minister, Sam 
Schaal.  I hope that many of you will be there that day to 
help express our gratitude to Sam for all that he has 
helped us with during his tenure here and to wish him 
well in his new Interim Minister position in Orlando, FL.  
  
After General Assembly, I will be taking my vacation and 
study leave time.  I have a trip to the beach planned but 
other than that I will be in Houston most of that time 
with friends visiting me here.  While I am away from the 
church, the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team, under 
Coordinator Ian Sachs, will be attending to routine 
pastoral concerns, while Karen Van Horn, our Business 
Administrator, will know where to reach me in case of 
emergencies.  The Worship Committee, under the 
leadership of Ken McLeod, has engaging worship services 
planned for the summer.  And the lay leadership of the 
church will be in great hands under the watch of new 
Board President, Katie Scott, and new vice-president, 
Bradley Smith.   

I am grateful to have this time away from normal church 
responsibilities and I thank you deeply for this gift of 
time.  It has been a demanding two and a half years 
since Mark died.  Sam’s presence has made a 
tremendous difference in terms of the routine 
ministerial load, but the Discernment Process we started 
under his guidance has been exhaustive and exhausting 
in many ways.  And, I must admit to some trepidation 
about being the sole minister in the coming church year.  
I know there will be much more that could be done than 
I will be able to do and I imagine there will be some 
dissatisfaction around that.  The year after Mark died 
before Sam arrived I over functioned – and I paid a price 
for it.  I am determined not to do that again.  The 
summer will give me time to recharge, to read and 
reflect, and to spend time with the new man in my life.  I 
hope to come back at the end of August refreshed and 
ready to start a new church year.  
 
Dear people, I hope you all have some time for 
refreshment and renewal this summer.  And I look 
forward to being in your midst again. 
 
 In faith and affection, 
 
 
 
Senior Minister  

Beckonings 
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July Share-The-Plate—Citizens’ 

Climate Education Third Coast  

Citizens’ Climate Lobby is a non-profit, nonpartisan, grass-
roots advocacy organization focused on national policies 
to address climate change. Our consistently respectful, 
nonpartisan approach to climate education is designed to 
create a broad, sustainable foundation for climate action 
across all geographic regions and political inclinations. By 
building upon shared values rather than partisan divides, 
and empowering our supporters to work in keeping with 
the concerns of their local communities, we work towards 
the adoption of fair, effective, and sustainable climate 
change solutions. 



 

 

Please join us on Sundays for Worship. 

July 7—Why I Make Music—Bill Hammons, Stephen Lipp, David Nielsen and Bill Tackett, Pulpit Guests 
Emersonians talk about what they get out of making music and how music is a component of their spirituality. 
 
 
July 14—Breathing UU Faith Into the Body Politic—Rev. Chuck Freeman, Pulpit Guest 
A compelling teaching from the Epistle of James reads, “Removing action from faith is like removing breath from a 
body.  All you have left is a corpse.”  Religious progressives have allowed the faith narrative in Texas to be dominated 
by an extreme vocal sect of one religion.  No wonder our state is on life support!!  Come hear why breathing UU faith 
into the body politic will literally transform us from a near death experience into a state of living, loving souls!  
 

Rev. Chuck Freeman has been in the ministry since 1977 serving Church of Christ and now Unitarian Universalist 
congregations. He is the founding minister of Free Souls Church in Round Rock,Texas. Chuck is also a founding 
member of the Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry (TXUUJM) and its Executive Director. 

 
He is Vice President of the Round Rock Black History organization and co-founder & organizer of Undoing Racism 
Round Rock working for systemic racial equity in the community. Chuck is also an active leader in Shut Down Hutto 
which is a sustained campaign to close the T. Don Hutto immigrant prison in Taylor, Texas. 

 
 
July 21—To Be Announced 
 
 
July 28—There’s No “I” in Apollo—Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education 
Fifty years ago this month, we achieved that "giant leap for humanity" as Neil Armstrong walked on the moon. This 
accomplishment took the combined efforts of forty thousand people - people bringing their individual skills and 
passions together to achieve a common goal. What's our next giant leap?    

Sunday Morning Schedule 
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New Slant on Adult Religious Education 

As you may have read in our May newsletter, our whole congregation will begin common conversations in the Fall, in-

cluding a monthly small group discussion in Adult RE. At 10 a.m. on Sunday, July 21 we will begin with Dori Wolfe facili-

tating a discussion on “Miracles.” 

 

On Sunday, July 28, Ministry for Earth will help you find out “Who Represents Me “ so that you can start building a rela-
tionship with your state and local representatives, as well as a check-in from those who took up the “July Plastic Free 
Eco Challenge” (https://plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/ ). 
 
Stay tuned to E-Blasts for the date and time of our next Adult RE committee meeting.  

https://plasticfree.ecochallenge.org/
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Our thoughts are with Linda Condit and Carole Huelbig as they recover from 
surgeries. We’re happy to report that Joyce Phillips is back at home follow-
ing hospitalization and rehabilitation. 
  
Congratulations to Barbara Crotty and Kevin Crotty on the wedding of 
daughter Colleen! 
  
We mourn with Catalina Wahren the death of her father Uno in June. Me-
morial arrangements and a full obituary will be shared soon. 

Wheel of Life 

General Assembly 

Last month the General Assembly of the Unitarian Universalist Association took place in Spokane, Washington. 
You can catch up on the news with UU World articles (https://www.uuworld.org/ga) and watch recordings of worship 
services and special events at https://www.uua.org/ga/ - our Director of Religious Education Katy Carpman especially 
recommends Saturday evening's Closing Celebration and the Sunday morning worship service! 
 
Next year's assembly will be June 24-28 in Providence, RI. 

mailto:pizza@emersonhouston.org
https://www.uuworld.org/ga
https://www.uua.org/ga/


 

 

Beginner's Meditation - 
Every Monday from 7-8:15 
p.m. in Room 208. We 
welcome people from all 
backgrounds and spiritual 
practices. For additional 
information, please 
contact Ann May. 
 
Stitchers - Every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. in 
Delaney Hall. 
 
Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m. in 
Westwood Hall. Contact: 
Barbara Hopkins 
 
Emerson Poetry Group - 
Third Sundays of the 
month at 9:45 a.m., Room 
204. 

Emerson 

Activities 
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Book Clubs 

DAYTIME 
Thursday, July 18 

10:00 a.m. in the Library.  
Book: Sarum: The Novel of 

England by Edward Rutherfurd 
Contact: David Bergt  

MEN’S 
Monday, July 15 

6:30 p.m. at La Madeleine 
(10001 Westheimer) 

Book: The Last Runaway: A 
Novel by Tracy Chevalier 

Contact: Cletus Lee 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, July 17 

7:30 p.m in the Library. 
Book: Educated 

by Tara Westover 
Contact: Jill Rose  

Emerson 

Bookstore 

 
Stop by the bookstore to 
see the new titles in 
stock. While you’re there, 
check out the great as-
sortment of bumper 
stickers and hand-made 
cards. 

Support Emerson While 

You Shop! 

Emerson is pleased to announce our participa-
tion in the AmazonSmile program.  
 
 Log on to smile.amazon.com 
 Search for Emerson Unitarian Universalist 

Church (You'll have to use the whole 
name for the search to find us.). When 
the name comes up, hit select and you're 
through! 

 
You only need to do this once.  
  
In the future, just log on to smile.amazon.com 
when you wish to shop on Amazon and your 
purchase will automatically generate funds for 
Emerson. 
  
It's easy to support Emerson by shopping 
at  smile.amazon.com! Start today!  

Outside of Emerson 

 

VegFest 2019  
July 13  10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
at Minute Maid Park 
 
If you would like to car pool, please contact 
ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. 
 
More about VegFest at 
www.vegansocietyof 
peace.org/VEGFEST 
HOUSTON 

mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d5d1936b7c&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:cletus.lee@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=38aced9de4&e=36dbdb0c8f
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d6b4212612&e=36dbdb0c8f
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=e0d3e84fa0&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
http://www.vegansocietyofpeace.org/vegfesthouston
http://www.vegansocietyofpeace.org/vegfesthouston
http://www.vegansocietyofpeace.org/vegfesthouston


 

 

Kitchen Help Wanted in Westwood Hall Kitchen 

Currently there is not much paid help assigned to the Westwood Hall kitchen.  If you are a user in the WWH kitchen, 
please remember to pick up after you use anything in the kitchen such as dishes, glasses or any other items.  Do not put 
your dirty dishes in the sink and leave for another member to clean up after you.  RINSED (the dishwasher does not run 
every day)  used items should be placed in the dishwasher with the “DIRTY” sign showing.   When the dishwasher is full, 
turn the dishwasher to run and put the “CLEAN” sign showing. 
 
Leftover food from your event should be TAKEN home with you, put in 
the compost container (if compostable) or if you do leave it in the refrig-
erator, please label with a date.  Come back later to take  with you if 
you plan to eat it.  Periodically, the refrigerator is cleaned out by volun-
teers and if food is not labeled, it will be tossed in the garbage or com-
post container. 
 
Please take your leftover disposable plates, cups, napkins with you or 
put in the upper cabinets between the refrigerator and freezer.  Let’s 
help keep the counters cleared so that the next kitchen users do not 
have to clean up after you. 
 
Currently, there are dishes on the outer counter, do these belong to 
you?  If they are to be donated to the church, please put the items in 
the dish pantry.  They will be appreciated by the next kitchen users. 
 

LET’S ALL HELP TO KEEP THE KITCHEN PRESENTABLE ESPECIALLY TO CLIENTS WHO PAY TO USE 
OUR FACILITIES. 
 
Your Kitchen Caring Personnel 
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Usher Volunteers Wanted 

Ushers provide vital services in preparing the Sanctuary, welcoming the congre-
gation, and collecting the offering each Sunday. Please consider volunteering as 
an usher one Sunday a month or every other month. Ushering is a very easy 
way for you to help serve our beloved church with very little effort. 
 
To volunteer, please see David before or after service or e-mail him at 
david@euucusher.org. 

Lay Pastoral Ministry Team (LPMT) 

Need someone to talk to? Members of the LPMT are available if you need a 
listening ear and support. Members of the LPMT include Victor Anwaar, 
Shannon Butler, Marci Collier, Mim Freiter, Stephen Lipp, Suzan Miles, Ian 
Sachs, April Smith, and Judy Taylor. They can be identified by their YELLOW 
name tags on Sunday mornings. 

mailto:david@euucusher.org


 

 

“Hello, Welcome to Emerson . . .’ 

If you are comfortable saying that phrase, you have conquered step one of be-
coming an Emerson greeter.  We have an increasing number of visitors walking 
through our doors each Sunday and we need your help to welcome them to 
our community.  If you would like to share your love of Emerson with a new-
comer, please become a greeter. To get started, contact Dori Wolfe 
(dori.wolfe@gmail.com). 

Religious Education 

You don’t know what you don’t know. And a corollary--you may make 

assumptions that EVERYONE knows what you know. 

 

I have been excited by all the suggestions for our Summer Sundays pro-

gram of hobbies – and one week in particular has caused some confu-

sion. 

 

“What’s a Shrinky-dink?” 

As someone who spent a good portion of my childhood making these, I 

thought they had existed for generations and generations, across the 

whole country. 

 

When I got the 

question from a 

third person, I 

did a little re-

search – 

Shrinky Dinks 

came on the 

market around 

the time I was 

born, just a few 

miles from my home! 

 

Put simply, they’re sheets of plastic that can be decorated and then 

baked, where they shrink and become thicker. Zachary Engle will ex-

plain more of the science when the group meets on July 21st! 

 

I’ll be away the first half of July, then back for more adventures with 

you – including worship services on July 28th and August 11th. 

 

Sharing Our Hobbies 

 June 2—August 25  

11:15 to Noon 

Schweitzer Hall (Room 108) 

Hobbies make us more joyful, 

balanced people! 

Each Sunday this summer, 

we’ll share our hobbies with 

our youngest Emersonians. 

Sessions features a story and 

a hands-on activity children 

can take into the world. 

 

emersonhouston.org/ 

summer-sunday-school 

Summer Sunday School 

© naturalflow via flickr     
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mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
emersonhouston.org/summer-sunday-school
emersonhouston.org/summer-sunday-school


 

 

Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, July 17 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, 
emersonhouston.org, under “News & Calendar.” 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Open House - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about Emerson and to sign the 
membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 12:30 p.m. Next Class:  July 14 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org 
at least five days before the event. 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org

