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Looking Ahead! 

Starting in September, all of us will explore monthly themes, in 
worship and in religious education for children, youth, and adults. 
We’ll also dedicate one Sunday per month to core stories and 
ideas of Unitarian Universalism. And we’ll have opportunities 
throughout the week to engage with articles, quotes, and podcasts 
shared via social media, and optional covenant group sessions! 
 
A sneak peek:    September: Work & Play 
 October: Sacrifice 
 November: Giving Praise 
 December: The Unexpected 
 
Stay tuned to learn more over the coming months!  
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Press Conference & Prayer Vigil to 

End Religious Hatred 

Interfaith Ministries held a press conference and prayer vigil 
on Thursday, May 2, 2019 on the Brigitte and Bashar Kalai 
Plaza of Respect calling for the end of religious hatred.  
 
The Rev. Greg Han, director of Interfaith Relations, and the 
Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange, chair, Multifaith Council at 
Interfaith Ministries led the vigil. There were more than 30 
members of Interfaith Ministries' Multifaith Council present 
to stand in solidarity with faith and community leaders 
against senseless acts of violence targeted at worshippers.   

HOUSTON PRIDE MONTH 

JUNE 2019 

 

Come out and help us celebrate 

the successes of the LGBTQ 

community on Saturday, June 22, 

2019! Plan to march with all of 

the Unitarian Universalist 

Churches of Houston in this world 

class parade! More on page 9. 

EMERSON’S AUCTION 

PHOTOS ! 

 

Emerson’s 1950's Sock Hop 

Auction was a great success! 

Thank you to everyone that 

contributed their time, talent and 

treasure. 

 

Photos on page 8! 

EMERSON 

COVENANT GROUPS 

 

Explore significant life topics in a 

small group setting. Gain warm 

connections with other members 

and friends of Emerson.  For 

more information contact Mike 

Hilgart (mrhilgart@outlook.com). 

mailto:mrhilgart@outlook.com


 

 

We are hurtling toward the end of this “church year”.   

Oh, of course, things continue to proceed over the 

summer months, but in many ways the church does slow 

down toward the beginning of June.  The choir and EIO 

go on recess over the summer; religious education for 

children and youth takes a different, more relaxed form; 

and, there are fewer meetings as people’s vacation plans 

impact scheduling.  This past month there have been 

several “end of year” type events, including the annual 

Youth service, Coming of Age Sunday, the EIO Concert, 

and the joint concert of our Music Department with the 

First UU Church Choir – all of which were wonderful in 

their own special way.   These events, too, remind us of 

the calendar.  

 

 For many of us, Youth Sunday and Coming of Age 

Sunday are highlights of the church year and attendance 

is usually very good for those Sundays  - and that was 

much the case this year.  And our youth did not 

disappoint!  But attendance at the EIO Concert and at 

the Joint Music Concert was not as good as might be 

hoped when it came to Emersonians.  There was a good 

crowd for the latter, but the audience was dominated by 

First Church folks.  Both were stellar concerts , well 

worth attending.    Attendance at the Services Auction 

and for the worship service in which we commissioned 

new Lay Pastoral Ministry team members was also 

somewhat disappointing this year. 

 

 I know there are lots of good reasons people have for 

not attending church events and I know that patterns of 

church attendance have changed across the board for 

churches of all stripes in recent years.  None of us can 

attend everything at Emerson.  There’s simply too much 

going on and, of course, we all have our own interests.  

And sometimes, admittedly, we don’t do as effective a 

job of getting the word out as we might hope.  But I 

sometimes wish that Emersonians felt more of a desire 

to support their fellow congregants in their special 

endeavors.  (And, for that matter, more of a sense that 

you come to church on Sunday not because you are 

attracted by the title of the service or the name of the 

speaker but because that is simply part of what being a 

member of this church entails.  No matter what you 

think of the ministers, maybe you might want to support 

your fellow congregants who help make Sundays 

possible through their volunteer activities. ) 

It sounds like I’m chastising.  And maybe I am.  But I see 

the looks of disappointment in participants’ faces and I 

feel the disheartening effect it has on some of their 

spirits.  I wish we could all be one another’s cheerleaders 

more.  We do good things here, splendid things, that 

deserve to be applauded and supported.  (That said, it is 

also true that sometimes we need to let things die that 

are not garnering the kind of support they had in the 

past. Sometimes just because we’ve always done 

something in the past is not a good reason to continue 

doing it.  I sometimes wonder at the utility of a monthly 

newsletter column, for example.  I have little evidence 

that many read it.) 

 

Nonetheless, there is one particular “end of church year” 

event I want to call to your attention.  Sunday morning, 

June 23, will be Sam Schaal’s last Sunday with us.  We 

will have a special reception after the worship service 

that day to salute him.  Sam has served us exceedingly 

well as Transitional Assistant Minister.  I will miss him 

terribly and I know many of you will, too.  I encourage 

you to come and help us all to express our gratitude, say 

our goodbyes and wish Sam well in the next stage of his 

ministry.    

 
In faith and affection, 
 
 
 
Senior Minister  

Beckonings 
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June Share-The-Plate Plant it Forward Farms 

Plant It Forward Farms offers economically disadvantaged refugees an opportunity to 
become self-sufficient through growing, harvesting and selling produce from a sustain-
able urban farm within the city of Houston. Each farm has the potential to generate a 
fair wage for a family of four while providing premium sustainably-grown produce to 
Houstonians. Plant It Forward secures land, selects, trains, and mentors farmers, and 
provides them their own urban farm to sell under the Plant It Forward brand.  



 

 

Please join us on Sundays for Worship. 

June 2—Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister—Summertime and the Virtues of Being Useless  
Summertime - and the living is easy . . .  . Or so the song goes.  Perhaps when the temperature soars and the humidity 
rises is a good time to cultivate the virtues of being useless and to ask ourselves, “what Gods are we serving?”  
 
June 9—Rev. Dr. Colin Bossen, Pulpit Guest—Two Bodies, One Heart. 
Ralph Waldo Emerson told us, “Friendship demands a religious treatment.” In this sermon guest minister the Rev. Dr. 
Colin Bossen will offer a spirituality of friendship that draws upon Unitarian Universalism Transcendentalist roots. Dr. 
Bossen currently serves as the interim senior minister of the First Unitarian Universalist Church of Houston. His blog 
can be found at www.colinbossen.com. 
 
Dr. Bossen and Rev. Becky are exchanging pulpits this Sunday. Becky will be in the pulpit at First UU while Dr. Bossen 
graces the Emerson pulpit. 
 
June 16—Ministry for Earth—Home Sweet Home 
What is home? Is it a place or is it a person or group of people? For everyone it is different. The home we all have in 
common is Earth. How are we connected to the elements and to the other life that call this beautiful blue-green planet 
home? 
 
June 23—Rev. Samuel Schaal, Transitional Assistant Minister—It’s About Time 
Dr. Seuss pondered “How did it get so late so soon?” In this farewell sermon, we’ll consider how time might be more 
than the mere progression of days, an invitation to a deeper experience of life. 
 
Join us for a special reception after the worship service to say our goodbyes and wish Sam well in the next stage of his 
ministry. 
 
June 30—Ken McLeod, Pulpit Guest—The First Gay Pride was a Riot! 
On this 50th anniversary of the Stonewall Riots (the symbolic beginning of the gay rights movement), we consider why 
remembering this event is important. We will also consider whether “Gay Pride” has outlived its purpose and whether 
there might be a spiritual component to “Gay Pride'”. 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

3 

Adult Religious Education 

Our Adult Religious Education team is putting the necessary pieces in place for an excellent selection of offerings begin-
ning in September. Submit your ideas for new classes on our webpage (under the Religious Education tab) and we’ll up-
date the schedule as it develops. Also coming later in the summer, simple training for hosting and leading RE sessions. 
 
Our next meeting is Wednesday, June 12 at 4:30 p.m. in Katy’s office – join us with your ideas or to get involved at any 
level! 

http://www.colinbossen.com
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Lisa Estill’s mother died May 15 in hospice care. Lisa said she was “always 
volunteering, working to help others, and completely blind to the differences 
between people and seeing only need and a common humanity.” We hold 
Lisa and Martin in our hearts. 

 

We remember those facing illness and recovery. Joyce Phillips has been hos-
pitalized and is now recuperating in rehabilitation care. Robin McElfresh’s 
brother remains critically ill. We affirm perseverance for Ken McLeod as he 
continues to seek treatment for health issues. Francine Heller continues 
treatments in Louisiana. It was great to see her looking so well on her recent 
visit back to Emerson.  

 

Congratulations to all our high school seniors graduating in May and June! Among them: 

 Molly Hammer is graduating from Langham Creek High School with honors.  She is excited about the future, and 
a calm summer.  She has accepted a Honors College Chancellors Fellows Scholarship at Lone Star College Cy-
Fair.   

 Melissa Thurmond is graduating from Ridge Point High School with magna cum laude honors. She looks forward 
to attending George Mason Honors College in the fall of 2019, studying international affairs, political science and 
psychology.   

We look forward to hearing about your next adventures!    

 

Gene and Pat Whitten-Lege celebrate son Jon's return to Emerson as a community volunteer in Emerson's English 
Language Learning program.  They share, “Jon is an Emerson religious education graduate active from preschool 
through 12th grade. He has been a ‘jack of all trades’ in the ELL (English Language Learning) program for several 
years, serving as this semester's Program Director and Thursday night teacher."  We also celebrate how ELL and 
other ministries of the church provide places for people to work out their call to service in the world. 

Wheel of Life 

In Memoriam 

Verna Wander Bierschwale 

Charter Member of Emerson with her beloved husband Roy 
 
Verna was born on April 15, 1921 in Brookshire, Texas.  She was a 1938 graduate of Katy High School where she was on 
the tennis team.  She graduated in 1941 from the University of Texas in Austin with a B.A. in Business.  She was a mem-
ber of the Delta Zeta Sorority while in college, and was a very active Alumnae for many years.  Verna was a former 
Worthy Matron of the Brookshire Chapter 652 Order of the Eastern Star.  She was active for many years with her hus-
band Roy in the Arabia Shrine Temple where they made lifelong friends, and later was a volunteer for the Shrine Hospi-
tal for Crippled Children.  
 
Verna and Roy were members of First Unitarian to start and then moved to Emerson when it was started in 1960 on 
what was then the “far west side” of Houston.  Verna was active in the Women’s Alliance for over fifty years and a 
faithful attendee at Sunday services until her health made it no longer physically possible for her to attend.  Her radiant 
smile blessed us all. 
 
Verna loved to travel and was fortunate to have travelled with her family to many wonderful places in her lifetime.  
After Roy passed away, she and Emma travelled on many exciting trips.  She rode a helicopter and walked on a glacier 
in Alaska, rode a camel in Egypt, and snorkeled in the Caribbean in her mid-70’s.  In her 80’s, defying all doubts, she 
rode in a four-seater plane roundtrip from Houston to Galveston, seated in the back no less, courtesy of Houston mem-
ber, David Bates.   
 

(Continued on page 10) 



 

 

Beginner's Meditation - 
Every Monday from 7-8:15 
p.m. in Room 208. We 
welcome people from all 
backgrounds and spiritual 
practices. For additional 
information, please 
contact Ann May. 
 
Stitchers - Every 
Wednesday, 11 a.m. in 
Delaney Hall. 
 
Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the 
month at 10:00 a.m. in 
Westwood Hall. Contact: 
Barbara Hopkins 
 
Emerson Poetry Group - 
Third Sundays of the 
month at 9:45 a.m., Room 
204. 

Emerson 

Activities 
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Book Clubs 

DAYTIME 
Thursday, June 20 

10:00 a.m. in the Library.  
Book: Elevation 
by Stephen King  

Contact: David Bergt  

Summer Solstice 

Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Friday, June 21 
6:30 p.m. - Potluck Picnic in Westwood Hall 
7:30 p.m. - Informal Service outside 
 
Midsummer has been the occasion for 
celebration since ancient times. We celebrate 
the cycles of the earth, the season of summer, 
and our place in the natural world. On June 21, 
the longest day of the year, we will celebrate 
the energy and fullness of the season with 
gratitude, vision, meditation, and ritual. Bring 
your guitar or drum and let's make music! 
Bring your friends! All ages are invited to this 
party! Questions? Email us at 
ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. 

MEN’S 
Monday, June 17,  

6:30 p.m. at La Madeleine 
(10001 Westheimer) 

Book: Leadership: In Turbulent 
Times by Doris Kearns Goodwin  

Contact: Cletus Lee 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, June 19, 

7:30 p.m in the Library. 
Where the Crawdads Sing 

by Delia Owens 
Contact: Jill Rose  

Emerson Auction Update 

Thank you to 
everyone who 
attended and 
contributed to 
the 2019 
Emerson 
Auction. You are 
very much 
appreciated. 
 

By now you should have received your item or 
an email to connect you with the donor. If 
something seems amiss please contact Kent 
Scott (kms752@gmail.com) to facilitate 
getting the item or event coordinated.  

Emerson 

Bookstore 

 
Stop by the bookstore to 
see the new titles in 
stock. While you’re there, 
check out the great as-
sortment of bumper 
stickers and hand-made 
cards. 

mailto:abmay11@gmail.com
mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d5d1936b7c&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:cletus.lee@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:kms752@gmail.com


 

 

 

Support Emerson While You Shop! 
Emerson is pleased to announce our participation in 

the AmazonSmile program.  

 

 Log on to smile.amazon.com 
 Search for Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church (You'll 

have to use the whole name for the search to find us.). 

When the name comes up, hit select and you're through! 

 

You only need to do this once.  
  
In the future, just log on to smile.amazon.com when you wish to shop on Amazon and your purchase will auto-
matically generate funds for Emerson. 
  
It's easy to support Emerson by shopping at  smile.amazon.com! Start today!  

Ministry for Earth 

Emerson as a church is being asked to endorse the “Energy Innovation and Carbon Dividend Act” HR 763 by a vote of the 
congregation. There are over 22 Emersonians who are also members of Citizens’ Climate Lobby – a national group of 
dedicated climate advocates who have been working to create a bipartisan, economically viable, and socially equitable 
solution to help our country reduce our carbon emissions. This bill is the culmination of many years of advocating and 
educating – and it has the chance if passed to immediately begin to do good. To learn more and engage in the necessary 
dialogue, Ministry for Earth will be hosting a discussion about this and general environmental topics on Sunday, June 30 
at 10:00 a.m., Room 205. 

Outside of Emerson—Juneteenth Celebration in Clear Lake  

Saturday June 15, 2019 
11:30 a.m. at Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church  
  
On June 19, 1865, an event happened just 40 miles from Houston that is celebrated all across our nation to this day.  
“Juneteenth” as it has become known, was the day that Union Army General Gordon Granger appeared on the balcony 
of Galveston’s Ashton Villa and announced to the enslaved people of Texas that the Civil War had ended and that they 
were now free. Black men and women in our state are considered by many historians to be the last slaves to learn of 
their freedom and the day has become a celebration and affirmation that “until all are free, none are free.”  
 
Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church invites everyone to come together with us and celebrate Juneteenth in a big way 
on Saturday June 15 at 11:30am. This special event will include a delicious BBQ lunch, praise dance performances by our 
children, a play reading, educational history exhibits, live gospel music, and fun activities for the entire family. 
Admission is just $25 per person and children under 12 are free. Childcare will be provided. The church is located at 
17503 El Camino Real, just south of Bay Area Boulevard and north of NASA Road 1. Proceeds from the event will go to 
support the ministries and outreach of Bay Area Unitarian Universalist Church. 
 
So come to learn. Come to honor our history. Come to hear the singing. Come to see the dancing. Come to eat.  
And come to celebrate freedom with us on Saturday June 15! 
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https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=38aced9de4&e=36dbdb0c8f
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d6b4212612&e=36dbdb0c8f
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=e0d3e84fa0&e=36dbdb0c8f
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IM (Interfaith Ministries) Tapestry Gala—April 30, 2019 

Worker’s Memorial—Displayed in The Gathering Place in May 



 

 

Emerson’s Auction Sock Hop—Saturday, April 27th 
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Transitional Thoughts 

 

Endings and Beginnings 

 
What we call a beginning is often the end 

And to make an end is to make a beginning. 
The end is where we start from.  

      —T.S. Eliot 
 
It is a time of endings. It’s been an honor to walk with 
you. I’ve learned much from pastoring among you. My 
last Sunday will be June 23 and I’m in the office until later 
that week.  I remain on contract through August 31, tak-
ing accumulated vacation (a standard practice of interim 
ministers) so I can get to my next ministry as Transition 
Minister at First Unitarian Church of Orlando, Florida.  
 
We have shared a relationship increasingly unique in 
modern culture: a pastoral relationship.  It is a core rela-
tionship of religious community. Emerson Church, like all 
of our Unitarian Universalist congregations, is a cove-
nanted community. That means, in general, that we 
pledge to care for each other honestly (engaging each 
other directly without gossip or ill will), graciously (with 
grace, a reminder from our Universalist heritage that we 
each participate in a larger reality that holds us), and 
hopefully (so we look to the future with a sense of possi-
bility).   
 
Our pastoral relationship is ending, but that does not end 
our affection for each other. A friend and colleague, the 
late Rev. Suzanne Meyer, wisely said at the end of one 
ministry, “The relationship we have shared is real and 
lasting.  Our feelings for each other will not end when we 

part company. 
But after I say 
farewell, I must 
remain aloof from 
the business of 
this church.” So I 
cannot maintain 
social relation-
ships or corre-
spondence with 

people in the congregation.  I look forward to perchance 
running into you at General Assembly or other UUA gath-
erings where we’ll have a chance to catch up. I’ll have 
pictures of my grandkids which you really need to see.   
 
It is a time of beginnings.  I begin a new ministry, embold-
ened by my experience here and at other congregations, 
and excited by new possibilities. Emerson Church steps 
into its future as well.  Based on our work together in the 
various discernment processes, you have new wisdom to 
guide you. You have a wise, faithful and talented Senior 
Minister and staff. My hope for you: Continue to grow 
your love for each other and the world, grow your under-
standing (which is an education of the heart), and grow 
your ministries. When the Church is the Church, this is 
how institutional growth occurs. Thank you for being the 
Church. 
 
In New Beginnings, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister 

Verna’s family was the joy of her life, and she was blessed to be able to enjoy 11 great grandchildren come into the 
family.  She always looked forward to family gatherings with the chaotic fun and was able to celebrate numerous holi-
days and birthday parties up until about a year ago.  She lived at Brookdale Memorial City since 1994, and in recent 
years as her health began to decline, was cared for by a wonderful group of caregivers to whom her family is forever 
grateful.  Verna was also visited regularly during these last years by Emersonian Edna Kelly, a member of our Lay Pas-
toral Ministry team.  The two became fast friends.  In her later years, Verna enjoyed watching old musicals and Scott 
Hamilton ice skating videos.   
 
She passed away peacefully 4 days after her 98th birthday.   She is survived by her son Pat W. Bierschwale and his wife 
Karen, daughter Emma Bierschwale Wyatt, grandchildren Kari Bierschwale Cleavinger and husband Mike, Shelli 
Bierschwale Heaney and husband Sean, and Patrick M. Bierschwale and wife Andrea, and eleven great grandchildren 
who brought her such joy.  She is also survived by her sister in law, Libby Bierschwale, cousin Kay King and husband 
George, and a number of other cousins and nieces and nephews.   
 
Rev. Becky conducted her memorial service and interment of ashes at Memorial Oaks Funeral Home on May 14, 2019.   

(Continued from page 4—In Memoriam—Verna Wander Bierschwale) 



 

 

 

Religious Education 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I’m starting summer with snow? 
 
My partner and I celebrate our anniversary early, taking a trip 
before the heat of summer really sets in. When we made res-
ervations for a late-May trip to Rocky Mountain National Park, 
our research indicated highs in the mid-70s, lows in the 40s 
and 50s. Perfect weather for hiking and drinking in the stun-
ning vistas. 
 
And the forecast shifted - unseasonably cold weather, rain... 
and then a winter storm. I will admit- I spent some time whin-
ing. My perfect vacation, messed up by weather! Then I re-
membered that some things will always be out of my control 
AND that I am resourceful - and let's face it, I've been through 
far less pleasant ordeals. So I learned about microspikes (think 
cleats on chains) to put over our hiking boots, and added co-
coa mix and a cribbage board to our suitcase.  
 
When has your carefully planned adventure become some-
thing quite different? How did you adapt? When were you 
surprised by joy? 

 

Sharing Our Hobbies 

 June 2—August 25  

11:15 to Noon 

Schweitzer Hall (Room 108) 

Hobbies make us more joyful, 

balanced people! 

Each Sunday this summer, 

we’ll share our hobbies with 

our youngest Emersonians. 

Sessions features a story and 

a hands-on activity children 

can take into the world. 

 

emersonhouston.org/ 

summer-sunday-school 

Summer Sunday School 

© naturalflow via flickr     
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Saunders 

mailto:katy.euuc@gmail.com
emersonhouston.org/summer-sunday-school
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Stay Connected! 

emersonhouston.org 
facebook.com/emersonhouston  
twitter.com/emersonhouston 
meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 
E-blast, Order of Service and website 
weekly by Tuesdays to 
pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 
Next Newsletter deadline is: 
Tuesday, June 18 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, 
emersonhouston.org, under “News & Calendar.” 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Open House - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about Emerson and to sign the 
membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 12:30 p.m. Next Class:  June 9 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org 
at least five days before the event. 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org

