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Emerson’s Nominations Committee 
(Marci Collier, Wade Greiner, Larry Kelly, Deborah Landis, Richard Loftin, Craig Miller, and Janet 

Meininger, chair) is pleased to announce the 2019 slate of nominees for elected positions. They are: 
 

Board of Trustees (three-year terms): 
Cynthia Miller 
Bradley Smith 
Dori Wolfe 
 
Nominations Committee (two-year terms): 
Kay Kamas 
Janet Meininger (served a one-year term in 2018 to fill to a vacancy left by a member that moved out of state) 
Dave Schwager 
Carol Trout 
 
Outreach Committee (three-year term): 
Marilyn Rambow 
 
Because Emerson is in the midst of an assessment process including a study of the functions of the 
Committee on Ministry, no candidates are being brought forward for the 2019 election.   
 

 
Biographies 

 
 
Board of Trustees 
 
Cynthia Miller 
Cynthia Miller grew up in Houston and holds a BFA from U of H. She is a retired teacher, now a full-time mom 
serving on the Board of the PTO at Copeland Elementary as secretary for the past 3 years. She has served on the 
Committee on Ministry and is a past (and future) member of the choir. She is a member of the Caring 
Committee.   
Cynthia is a certified Our Whole Lives educator and has participated as a mentor in the Coming of Age program 
here at Emerson. She has also been in several productions with the Emerson Players and has helped with 
planning past social events here at the church. 
She currently lives in Cy-Fair with her husband Craig Miller, their 9 year old daughter Emma, three dogs, and a 
parrot. 
 
Bradley Smith 
Bradley Smith is a native to Houston, served in the US Army in the early 1990’s, attended culinary school where 
he received an Associate’s degree in Culinary Arts, and graduated with his Bachelor’s and Master’s degrees in 
History from the University of Houston-Clear Lake. He’s been a member of Emerson UU for the past two years 
and served as a choir member and, for a short time, as the board secretary. 
He currently works full-time as the Finance Associate for The Montrose Center and part-time as an Adjunct 
Professor of History for the Lone Star College – Fairbanks Center location. 
He lives in Houston, near the church, with his wife, April, and their fur baby Leia.  
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Dori Wolfe 
While I have only been a member of Emerson for two years, it has fast become my extended family and my 
home for social justice and environmental work. I found kindred spirits in the Ministry for Earth committee and 
helped to rejuvenate composting at Emerson, as well as glass bottle/jar collection for recycling. I have 
appreciated the opportunity to help rebuild Houston through our Social Action Committee, and was introduced 
to Citizens’ Climate Lobby (now a big part of my volunteer work) through our Texas Justice UU Ministry. On the 
spiritual side, I treasured my time last year as a mentor to a Coming of Age student, and relish Sunday services. I 
love getting to know people better as a greeter, and like helping out as an usher. I only wish could juggle 
obligations differently and be able to sing in our amazing choir.  
I live in Houston with my husband, Jeff, and his parents, Fred and Lorry Wolfe, who are also members of 
Emerson. I am sole proprietor of Wolfe Energy, consulting on all things renewable. We are passionate about that 
and are happy to give tours of our solar powered home, cars, and even our lawnmower! 
 
Nominations Committee  
 
Kay Kamas 
I began attending Emerson UU Church in the early 1970s and joined along with my husband, Dan Kamas, in 1981 
when our son, Daniel, was born.  Dan and I participated in RE and helped prepare congregational Sunday meals 
until he became ill in 1986.  He died in 1988.  Daniel and I continued attending Emerson and he grew up in our 
RE program.  In 1996, I met Jim Porter here at church and we married in 2000.  We had 18 years together before 
he passed away last year.  I’ve had two careers over the years, one as a dental hygienist and more recently as a 
Marriage and Family Therapist, both of which I enjoyed very much.  I believe I’m retired now but I’m open to 
seeing what the future brings!  Over the years, I’ve worked with the R.E. Dept in various capacities, been on the 
Nominations Committee, and on the search committee for Mark and Becky EL.  Along with Kenny Jones, I 
established the Emerson Abolitionists a number of years ago - a group that helped raise awareness about human 
trafficking.  Currently, I’m enjoying singing in the choir.  I am very grateful for my Emerson UU church family. 
 
Janet Meininger 
I have been a member of Emerson UU Church since 2002.  I have just served a one-year term as chair of the 
Nominations Committee, completing the term of a member who moved out of state.  I am also on the Worship 
Team and in past years have been on Stewardship and Adult Religious Education Committees, on the Board of 
Trustees 2008-2011, and was President in 2010, EUUC’s 50th anniversary year.  
On the family side, Robin Sickles (also an active member of EUUC) and I have been married since 1981; we have 
a daughter and son who both live in New York City.  We have lived in Houston since 1985.   
On the career side, I have been a nurse for 51 years and have taught graduate students in nursing and public 
health as a PhD-prepared epidemiologist for over 40 years.  I retired from the University of Texas Health Science 
Center Houston in 2018 and I enjoy continuing my affiliation with the university as professor emerita.   
At Emerson UU Church, Sunday worship is an inspiration to me and I grow spiritually through regular 
participation in worship and through my connections with fellow members.  
 
Dave Schwager 
I have spent the better part of 36 years in Ann Arbor/Metro Detroit, Michigan, before moving to Houston 4 + 
years ago with my wife, Allison, and our 3 children.   
 
I have a background in Graphic and Media Design, dabbled a bit in acting, and had a brief stint in improv 
comedy.  I was president of our condo association in Michigan during the peak of the last housing crisis, 
successfully cleaned up the books to get out of the red.  Currently, I am enjoying the winters and frying in the 
summers while being the stay at home parent to our kids. 
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We are an interfaith family, myself being raised Jewish and Allison being raised Catholic.  We had been searching 
for a community that was open and accepting, and have been fortunate to find Emerson. We have been 
members of Emerson for about 3 years. Our children are currently in the Emerson Educational Program.  
 
Carol Trout 
Although I had watched my parents (Chuck and Margaret Davis) thrive in the Emerson community for many 
years, I did not join Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church until 2016.  And I found myself quickly embraced by 
the Wednesday night Covenant Group and Women’s Evening Book Club.  By fall of that year I became involved 
with our ESL program and have continued to serve as an administrative coordinator as we prepare to welcome 
our 2019 students.  I have served on the Membership Committee becoming its Co-Chair in 2018.  This has given 
me the opportunity to serve as a Greeter and work with guests in our Emerson Open House and Roots classes.  
(My greatest love is guiding newcomers into the heart of Emerson and watching their lives change.)  I have also 
worked on 2017 Auction and the 2018 Homecoming Celebration and join others in our Meditation Group every 
Monday evening.  
In a “previous life” I managed non-profit organizations for over 35 years and was married to my late husband 
Jim for 28 years.  Today I am fortunate to remain close to my two adult step-children and their families in 
Houston and Galveston. 
 
Outreach Committee  
 
Marilyn Rambow 
Born and raised in Missouri, my husband Fritz and I have spent our adult years in Houston.  I have been a Quaker 
and a Methodist, but ultimately found my niche in Unitarian Universalism and have been a member of Emerson 
for four years.  I am an usher, a covenant group leader, and served on the stewardship committee for one 
campaign prior to the present one which I chaired.  We have two sons and three grandchildren.  My training was 
in music, and I currently have one piano student and play the folk harp. 


