
 

 

On Saturday, December 8th, Emerson will be 
volunteering at the Houston Food Bank. We 
have 20 spots reserved.  Please sign up in 
The Gathering Place. You may also contact 
Jane at jm.zachritz@gmail.com to sign up.  If 
you would like to carpool (recommended), 
please meet at Emerson at 11:15 a.m. The 
carpool will leave from the church promptly at 
11:30 a.m. All individuals must also register on
-line with the Houston Food Bank or they will 
not be considered as a part of the group 
registration. Jane will provide the link for our 
group sign-up via e-mail to all volunteers who 
sign up. 
 
Special Note for Students:  All students who 
would like to use this volunteer opportunity 
for student hours can request an official 
(embossed) Hours Verification Letter at the 
end of the shift, available at the Welcome 
Desk. 

(Continued on page 5) 

Volunteer Opportunity 
at Houston Food Bank 

What Did We Learn from the History Wall? 
Wednesdays 6:30-8 p.m., Dec. 5, 12, 19  
In our earlier History Wall sessions in October, we shared memories of the church’s history from 1960 to today.  
Out of those stories, what have we learned about the culture and DNA of Emerson Church? How is the church’s 
past influencing its present (and future)? 
 
Join us for as many of the three Wednesday evening sessions as you want. They are designed primarily for those 
who attended some of the October sessions, but all are welcome. If you can’t stay for the whole session, that’s 
fine. Questions? Contact Rev. Sam at sam@emersonhouston.org 

 SECRETS ABOUND! — Unbeknownst 
to their Mother Superior, two sisters of the 
Convent of Perpetual Sewing are making 
and selling wine (as a sideline to grape juice) 
to supplement the convent’s earnings.  
They CAN’T let their Mother Superior 
know! 

 SECRETS COMPOUND! — Sneaky 
reporters and suspected spies get tangled up 
in unexpected mistaken (or hidden) 
identities with surprising results! 

 HILARITY ENSUES! 
       Friday and Saturday, December 7 and 8 at 7:30 p.m. 
 and Sunday, December 9 at 2:00 p.m.-- Westwood 
 Hall, Emerson UU Church, 1900 Bering Drive, 77057 
     

 Tickets $15 Adult/$5 Student—cash or check only. 
To reserve seats, e-mail: euucplayers@gmail.com  

Produced by special arrange-

ments with Playscripts, Inc. 

www.playscripts.com 
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“Tis the season” - 
your season, our 
season, everyone’s 

season.  Around the globe people have always paused 
for a moment sometime in the late fall or early winter to 
take stock of the past year and wonder about the next.  
It is wise for us all to participate in this global impulse 
because it gives us a spiritual, as against purely material, 
context for our living. And so perhaps it is fitting that 
the door for entering this holiday season here in the U.S. 
is Thanksgiving.  All of the seasonal holidays, whichever 
ones you celebrate at this time of year, are made so 
much more profound when they are rooted in a sense of 
gratitude.  As the Roman orator Cicero wrote, 
“Gratitude is the parent of all virtue.”  
 
Gifts are a prominent feature of many of the winter 
festivities, but, rather than focusing upon what we want 
perhaps we should instead reflect upon how much we 
already have been given.  Such a focus keeps us poised 
for remembrance and joy. “What we lack” is an 
inexhaustible pool. No matter how much we already 
possess or experience there are still oceans of 
possessions and experiences that could be ours. While 
yearning for something more is perfectly 
understandable, we should not neglect the pleasures, 
particularly the people, who already make up our 
tangible universe of friendships, memories, and 
connections. 
 

Who are the special people in your life who bless you 
with their love and care?  Have you told them lately how 
very much they enrich your living?  Are there 
relationships you need to tend, relationships you have 
perhaps neglected with the pressures and stresses of 
work and chores? Maybe now is a good time, as the old 
Ma Bell commercial said, “to reach out and touch 
someone.”  I can almost guarantee that doing so will 
make that person feel good.  Better yet, I can absolutely 
guarantee it will make you feel good to do so.   
 
And if there is fresh sorrow in your life, if you have 
recently lost someone dear to you, or if the holiday 
season reawakens old grief, I know of no better antidote 
than focusing on all the many gifts you received from 
that loved one – gifts of nurture and sustenance, gifts of 
comfort and joy, gifts of moral and spiritual example.  
Those gifts can never be taken away.  They are yours to 
unwrap, time after time after time.   
 
Counting our blessings, beginning in gratitude for the 
people who nurture and sustain us, that is my 
recommendation for a truly joyful holiday season.  May 
it be so. 
   
In faith and affection, 
 
 
Senior Minister  

Beckonings 
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Please join us on Sundays for Worship. 
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December 2—Emerson’s Music Department and Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Calling All Dawns 
As we approach winter, come join the Emerson Music Department and Rev. Becky  Edmiston-Lange in a 
performance of "Calling All Dawns" by Christopher Tin. 
 
December 9—Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—The Great Unitarian Universalist Holiday Mashup  
The internet defines a mashup as “a mixture or fusion of disparate elements” and usually it refers to a digital 
combination of different songs. Maybe so, but here it refers to “the many reasons for the season” – the season of 
joy and light and hope and love which we celebrate at Emerson in a delightful variety of ways!  
 
December 16—Rev. Samuel Schaal—”Soulstice” 
At the Winter Solstice, darkness can be nourishing, providing the soulful gifts of emptiness, expansiveness and 
expectation. 
 
December 23—Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange and Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education— 
Life’s Transitions and Holiday Traditions 
Many of us have been celebrating the holidays in the same way for years and years, maybe even for generations.  
But when our lives change in major ways, we may find that our celebrations and rituals need to change as well.  
Whether due to a death in the family, a move out of state, an empty nest – or being flooded out of your home – 
holiday traditions have to adapt to the needs of our new situations. But doing so is not always easy and we may 
have to grieve the old before we can embrace the new. By sharing stories with others of how we have navigated 
those changes, we may all find renewed joy, comfort and meaning. How have your holiday celebrations had to 
adapt over the years? Bring a story to share about the changes you have made and the transitions that 
necessitated them.   
 
December 30—April DeConick and Stephen Lipp—Holiday Taizé Service 
In this quiet period between the Winter Solstice and the New Year, we will recall the blessings of the year past - 
and look to the year ahead.  The simple and accessible music of Taizé provides the perfect antidote to the busyness 
of the holiday season. 

Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Education •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Adult Religious Education 
The Adult Religious Education (ARE) program meets in Room 205/206 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

December 2—The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team presents Grief and Loss, A “Grief 101” Training. - Join 
Martha A. "Marti" Nelson, LCSW, Director of Bereavement Services at  Houston Hospice who will pro-
vide  information about William Worden’s Four Tasks of Mourning; why E. Kubler Ross’s five stages of grief are 
no longer the standard for grief work and time for questions about grief and loss. Please join us for this informa-
tive and thought provoking session.  
 
December 9—Becoming Amazing, Part 1 - Emerson's Most Vital & Proximate Ministry - What the Eng-
lish as a Second Language Program (ESL) really means for the students! 
 
December 16—Becoming Amazing, Part 2 - Big  Themes for 2019!  
 

No ARE on December 23rd and 30th.  



Congregational Meetings— 
Save-the-Dates! 

Congregational Meeting on Budget will be on Sunday, 

December 9, in the Sanctuary at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Plan Ahead: Annual Meeting is on January 27, 2019 in 

the Sanctuary at 12:30 p.m. 

 

Childcare provided for both meetings. Anyone who has 

been a member for at least ninety days has a vote. 

 

***Annual Reports are due January 8, 2019 by 

e-mail to alejandra@emersonhouston.org.***  

Book Clubs 
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Beloved Emersonian and charter member Susanna Painter died Nov. 20. Her 
memorial service will be Monday, Dec. 17 at 2 p.m. in the church Sanctuary. She joined 
the church in 1960, was secretary to six ministers, and friend to all. Our church will be 
forever blessed by her service and presence. 

 
Andy Lambert died Nov. 22 following emergency abdominal surgery several days earlier. He 
had recently indicated his desire to join the church. His son Jonas is an eighth grader in the 
Coming of Age class. Andy’s memorial service is scheduled this Saturday Dec. 1 at 1 p.m. at 
Creekside Christian Fellowship in Needville. Our deep condolences are with Jonas and the 
family. 
 
Olga Nelson’s mother Olga Sosa Suarez died Nov. 13 after a sustained battle with cancer.  We 
hold Olga and Dom in our hearts. The family welcomes donations to the Baytown Junior High 

Spanish Club in her memory. See www.gofundme.com/baytown-junior-spanish-club 
 
Ian Sach’s cousin Marlen Tilkin died Nov. 4 in Tulsa. Our sympathies are with Ian on the loss of his dear cousin. 
 
One of our high schoolers, Anya Patel, broke her nose and had a concussion from a wrestling competition. She is doing 
well, says mom Katherine Hodge. 
 
We rejoice with Music Director Adrian Rodriquez following news that his father’s tumors were determined to be benign.  
 
We support those who continue on a prolonged journey of healing, including Betsey Sevy, Holly Gilliland and Mindy 
Lawrence. We look forward to their return to regular activity at church. 
 
Nancy and Philip Baxley are in Florida tending to their property and Christmas tree farm that sustained significant 
damage from Hurricane Michael. Even though power was out for several weeks and the land was devastated, their new 
house had only minor exterior damage.  Our prayers for sustenance in recovery from another storm. 

Please note: As you make your Year-End 

Contributions, the rule is that a contribution is 

effective when delivered. This means a check 

received in the church offering in January 

2019 cannot be deducted for tax purposes in 2018, 

even if it is backdated to 2018. However, checks 

that are mailed and postmarked in 2018 are 

deductible in 2018, even if not received until 2019. 

Wheel of Life 

Holiday Shopping? 
Consider picking up an adult-sized coat, sleep-
ing bag, or weather gear to leave under the 
Mitten Tree in The Gathering Place. These 
offerings help Houston-area homeless youth 
through Grace Place. You can learn more 
about the program and volunteer opportunities 
by visiting www.montrosegraceplace.org. 

Men’s 
Monday, December 17, 6:30 p.m. 
At La Madeleine (10001 Westheimer) 
Book: The Last Days of Night, a novel 
by Graham Moore 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

Women’s 
Wednesday, December 19, 
7:30 p.m in the Library.  
Book: Seeing Further 
by Bill Bryson 
Contact: Jill Rose  

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
http://www.gofundme.com/baytown-junior-spanish-club
http://www.montrosegraceplace.org
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d5d1936b7c&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com


 

Beginner's Meditation - 
Every Monday from 7-8:15 p.m. 
in Room 208. We welcome 
people from all backgrounds 
and spiritual practices. For 
additional information, please 
contact Beth Hill. 
 
ESL Classes- Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 6:30-8:30 p.m. 
and Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. 
Registration for next semester 
will be on Saturday, January 
19th! Stay tuned. 
 
Stitchers - Every Wednesday, 
11 a.m. in Delaney Hall. 
 
Emerson Choir - Every 
Wednesday from 7-9 p.m. For 
all who are interested in sharing 
music with our beloved 
community, please attend the 
laid-back rehearsals. No 
audition needed—singers with 
all levels of experience are 
welcome! Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez with any questions 
and to get involved! 
 
Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the month 
at 10:00 a.m. in Westwood Hall. 
Contact: Mary Ann Rusk 
 
Social Action Council 
Meeting - Second Sunday of 
each month - 12:30 p.m. in 
Room 204. All are welcome! 
 
LGBT+Allies Emersonians 
Meetup - Second Sundays of 
the month in Room 209, at 
12:30 p.m. 
 
Emerson Poetry Group - 
Third Sundays of the month at 
9:45 a.m., Room 204. 
 
Ministry for Earth - Fourth 
Sundays of the month from 
9:45 to 10:45 a.m. in the 
Library. 

Religious Education 
On my Christmas list* I always ask for omnipres-
ence. 
 
We've got family in the Midwest and the East 
Coast, and friends all over the country and the 
globe. The idea of being able to be in all places at 
once has a certain appeal to it. (And maybe 
Hermione's time turner, so we could do the same 
day in a couple of different places?) 
 
Through the years we've navigated different solutions - driving and flying to be with 
loved ones, or giving them plane tickets so they could be here. And as we’ve all gotten 
busier, it’s been more difficult to get everyone in the same room. 
 
So perhaps five years ago my sisters and I started a new tradition- during the day on 
Christmas Eve, they get together in our hometown and we open our webcams for some 
conversation and the shared opening of gifts. I get to see which book my eldest niece 
buries her head in first, and which joke gift gets people guffawing the loudest.  
 
Until our laptops get hugging peripherals, it's not a perfect solution. But we're able to see 
one another’s faces, share laughter, and express our love. 
 
How can we spend some time together this very busy December? Check out our insert 
of holiday events and see which work for you. I especially suggest our Deck the Halls 
event December 2nd – decorating Emerson for the holidays, enjoying a tasty potluck, and 
finishing up some shopping at the craft fair! And come share your stories of changing 
traditions in a special all-ages worship on December 23rd! 
 
*Yes, my mother still insists on a list and she gets pretty fierce if she hasn't seen some-
thing by Thanksgiving. 

Emerson 
Activities 
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Director of Religious Education 
katy.euuc@gmail.com 

Following is what you will need to know: 
Date:  Saturday, December 8th 
Time:  1– 4 p.m. 
Shift Category Name:  Portwall Afternoon Shift 
Description of Duties:  Varies with the makeup of volunteers. Most of the projects at the 
warehouse involve inspection, sorting, and repackaging of donated food items for community 
distribution. 
 
Location:  535 Portwall St., Houston, TX  77029 
Directions:  From Downtown, take IH-10 east and exit Gellhorn St. (exit #774).  Make a U-turn 
at Gellhorn, stay on feeder and turn right on Portwall St. 
 
Age Requirements:  Children MUST be at least 6 years old and supervised by a parent or guardian 
throughout the shift.  All volunteers under the age of 18 also need a completed Youth Volunteer 
Consent Form signed by a parent or guardian.  Jane will provide this upon request. 
 
Parking:  If space permits, you may park in the front parking lot, but in the event of a large 
volunteer turnout, you may be directed to the overflow lot located behind the building. 
How to Dress:  Closed-toe shoes REQUIRED - smashed toes are no fun, so the Houston Food 
Bank strongly enforces this safety precaution.  Casual dress, long pants (preferred), t-shirt with 
sleeves. 

(Continued from page 1—Houston Food Bank) 
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Transitional Thoughts 
Sufficiency or Scarcity: Which? 
One common theme in the stories of the winter holidays is 
the reality of darkness, deprivation and danger in this season. 
In our modern age it’s easy to forget how truly precarious 
winter was for our ancient forebears.  One response to that 
reality was their telling stories of how in the midst of depriva-
tion there was something new—a seed of growth, a bit of 
light, the promise of a new life. All of which reflected the 
hope that there is an alternate reality available to us (a new 
frame of mind, a new centering of heart) within and beyond 
the surface of our lives.  
 
So the winter solstice is the harbinger of the vernal equinox 
and, eventually, the summer solstice.  The Jewish Hanukkah 
celebrates the all-sufficiency to rededicate the sacred temple, 
even when there’s not enough oil. The Christian birth of the 
sacred infant to a wandering couple taking shelter in a barn in 
a forgotten corner of the world leads ultimately to a new way 

of life that transcends, even, death. (Remember, miracle sto-
ries are true in a different sense of true.) 
 
The question persists—will sufficiency or scarcity persevere? 
The stories of the season suggest that we can reframe our 
lives with a faith that produces enough light to lead us from 
darkness to discovery, from fear to confidence, from disem-
powering scarcity to fruitful sufficiency. 
 
May your holidays be so for you and yours.  We are, indeed, a 
community abundant in advancing faith, hope and trust to 
serve others and the world mightily. 
 
In the Good News of our Free Faith, 
 
 
 
Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister 

December Share-the-Plate—Benevolence Fund 
Administered by the Senior Minister, the Fund provides immediate financial assistance to members of the congregation 
or the community who are experiencing a financial emergency. People who receive assistance are also encouraged to take 
advantage of the network of social support organizations, but sometimes there is no substitute for an immediate small 
monetary gift and - “no questions asked”. It can mean the difference between someone making it through a difficult 
stretch or slipping further behind. Please give generously so that Emerson can continue to have a positive impact on peo-
ple’s immediate well-being.  

Winter Solstice Celebration 
Friday, December 21, at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. All are invited to join this celebration for all ages. Come, 
join us for a family-friendly evening of music, readings, and candlelight. Our service includes lighting a circle of 
candles all around the Sanctuary as music moves us from the dark silence of the quiet earth to a hopeful call 
for the return of the sun. Please linger after the service for refreshments and maybe even a little impromptu dancing. We 
invite you to bring a plate of goodies to share.  If you are interested in helping, contact Ann May or Robin McElfresh. To 
arrange childcare for younger children, please call the church office at (713) 782-8250 by Tuesday, December 18.  

Advocacy Emerson Style: 
A Proposed Plan 

by Kenny Jones 
Emerson Justice Advocates 

For the first time in years, progressives have achieved mo-
mentum!  It took advocacy, public witness pressure of repre-
sentatives, and political groundwork—phoning, mailing, 
knocking on doors. My organization, MoveOn.org had one 
goal: flip the U.S. House. They did just that! Our representa-
tive bodies nationally and in Texas have changed. We too 
must change. We must take the next step – holding our offi-
cials accountable. 
  
For the past two legislative sessions, we traveled to Austin for 
a Day of Advocacy as a part of Texas UU Justice Ministry 
(TXUUJM). The first effort introduced our representatives 
and senators to TXUUJM. The second trip was to increase 
our numbers and establish relationships with officials to have 
a positive effect on legislation important to us. In this we 
were not successful. We dropped the ball! We never built the 

type of relationships necessary and we never went back.  
This session we want to be effective. We will ask for what we 
want. We will stand by our representatives when they are al-
lies and stand against them when they are not, in public, pro-
vocative, but always respectful, ways. 
 

Here’s the plan: Select a few state representatives and Senate 
districts where significant numbers of Emersonians reside. 
Then, establish real relationships with the official and staff, 
monitor pending legislation, and engage in dialog with the 
official—praising their efforts as allies, and making known 
our disappointment when they are not.  
 

Watch for information on these training sessions: 
 

 An Interfaith Advocacy Workshop at Emerson 
Sunday, Jan. 20, at 2-5 p.m. 

 Other issue-specific workshops with Planned Parent-
hood, Texas Freedom Network, Moms Demand Ac-
tion, and Texas AFT that are in the works. 

 

There is a role for all skill and comfort levels. Can we count 
on you? Stay tuned for details.  

mailto:ministryforearth@gmail.com
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*Childcare is available for starred event, with reservations at least three days in advance to 

alejandra@emersonhouston.org, or (713) 782-8250. 

Please Join Us! All Are Welcome! 
  

12/2 Calling All Dawns       11:00 a.m.  

As we approach winter, come join the Emerson Music Department and Rev. Becky 

Edmiston-Lange in a performance of "Calling All Dawns" by Christopher Tin. 
 

 Deck the Halls Potluck &  Craft Fair            12:15 p.m. 

Share a potluck lunch following the service, then help decorate Emerson for the 

holidays! Also, a holiday gift fair, featuring items crafted by Emersonians of all ages.  
 

12/7, 8, 9  Emerson Players Proudly Presents Drinking Habits by Tom Smith 

 The Emerson Players take the stage again for Christmastime fun. 
   

12/9 The Great Unitarian Universalist Holiday Mashup with  11:00 a.m. 

 Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 

 The season of joy and light and hope and love which we celebrate at Emerson 

 in a delightful variety of ways! 
 

12/16 “Soulstice” with Rev. Samuel Schaal     11:00 a.m. 

At the Winter Solstice, darkness can be nourishing, providing the soulful gifts of 

emptiness, expansiveness and expectation.  
 

12/21 Winter Solstice Service*      7:30 p.m. 

A service of readings, contemplation, and song celebrating the changing season.  

A reception with seasonal foods follows. Must request childcare by the 18th. 
 

12/23 Life’s Transitions and Holiday Traditions with Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange  

 and Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education  11:00 a.m. 

How have your holiday celebrations had to adapt over the years?  Bring a story to 

share about the changes you have made and the transitions that necessitated them.   
 

12/24 Christmas Eve Service with Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange  5:30 p.m. 

 Fill your night with candles and carols, and bask in the soft, sweet things of the 

 season.  
 

12/30 Holiday Taizé Service with April DeConick and Stephen Lipp 11:00 a.m. 

In this quiet period between the Winter Solstice and the New Year, we recall the 

blessings of the year past - and look to the year ahead through the simple music of Taizé. 
 

1/6 Turnings        11:00 a.m. 

Join us for this annual service, which marks the births, deaths, and other significant 

“turnings” in the lives of the Emerson community during the year past. 

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org?subject=Childcare%20Request


Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website weekly 

by Tuesdays to pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, December 11 (Holiday Deadline) 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 
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