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Sunday, August 12, after the service in the Sanctuary 
(or other location to be determined) 
 
Why this initiative? How does it fit with UU values and 
a broader mission for Emerson? What does it mean in 
terms of our message to the community, our 
programming, our advocacy and public witness? What 
are the challenges involved? How might this change 
Emerson? 
 

Please join the discussion! 

the emersonian 

 

Mark your calendar for Emerson’s joyous 

annual Homecoming Sunday on September 9! 

As we launch a new church year, we’ll focus on 

how our beloved community is enriched and 

enlivened by what we share with each other. 
 

The celebration will begin during the 11 a.m. 

service and continue afterward with food, 

beverages, children's activities, music and great 

fellowship for our members, friends and 

visitors. Our committees, ministries and interest 

groups will showcase how their works 

contribute to the spiritual life of our community 

and encourage Emersonians – seasoned and 

newcomers – to join in for the year ahead. With 

the dozens of activities, study groups and task 

forces at Emerson, you’ll find one (or probably 

several!) that are a perfect fit. 

More details in coming E-blasts and the 

September newsletter. Don’t miss out! 

 

 

 

More than 600 marches 
occurred throughout the 
country on Saturday, June 30 
to protest the Trump 
administration's immigration 
policies and call for the 
reunification of thousands of 
immigrant children who were 
separated from their parents.  
 
Becky was amongst several 
hundred people crowded 
outside of Houston’s City 
Hall.  

http://www.emersonhouston.org
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Visioning Sessions Continue 
 
If you haven’t already done so, attend one of three August Visioning Sessions where we gather to discover our 
strengths and to dream what we can become.  This Appreciative Inquiry process will help us to: 
 

Create opportunities to engage all church members 
Dialogue about Emerson’s strengths, successes, values and future 
Provide context for the church’s discernment process 

 
Each participant will be encouraged to: 
 

Define our strengths (discover), and 
Imagine what we could be (dream)  

 
Led by Board member Katie Scott (and Rev. Sam Schaal in some 
sessions), church members will create visuals of Emerson now and 
in the future. These visuals will be categorized and displayed in the 
Gathering Place (you may remain anonymous). These visuals will 
remind us of the purpose of the overall discernment process and help us define who we are and who we want to 
be.  
 
Questions? Contact Board member Katie Scott at kolson112@gmail.com 
 
 
 

Discernment  noun  dis·cern·ment  \ di-ˈsərn-mənt \  

a process of study, inquiry, and reflection on the future of our congregation. 

1. 
Visioning 

July – Aug. 

 

To create vision and con-

text for other discern-

ment processes 

2. 
History Wall 

Sept. – Oct. 

 

To remember heritage 

and understand church 

culture 

3. 
Staff Assessment 

Sept. – Nov. 

 

To provide strategic in-

formation on staffing 

needs 

4. 
Update Governance 

Ongoing 

 

To empower effective 

working relationships 

Did you know that the board meetings are open to all Emerson members? Board meetings are held on the third 
Tuesdays of each month; the next one is August 21st  at 7 p.m. If you miss the meeting, the minutes are on the 
member page of the website. If you have a concern and want to tell the board, we invite you talk to us for two 
minutes at the beginning of the meeting. If your concern will take more than two minutes, you can contact your 
President, Nancy Lipp about getting on the agenda. 

mailto:kolson112@gmail.com


The Adult Religious Education (ARE) program 
is held in Room 205/206 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  

 
August 5 – Power of Pink Recap 

Report from the Planned Parenthood Action Fund Conference in Detroit and Reproductive Justice Congregation 
Initiative -Q, A, & D Session (Question, Answer, & Discussion) 

 

August 12 – “Upcycle” your Congregation 

Join a facilitated discussion on the book that’s got everyone talking about potential positive change in Emerson’s 
future.  

 

August 19 – No 10:00 a.m. ARE session 

All are invited to the 4th Visioning Session regarding our “Discernment” process at 9:30 am in Westwood Hall.  

 

August 26 – Grow! Grow! Growth! 

Everybody wants growth! What’s meant by the term “growth” as it pertains to a congregation? Various aspects of 
congregational growth will be examined and discussed.  

Please join us on Sundays for Worship service. 
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Rev. Samuel Schaal—Why Be Unitarian Universalist? 

In all the varied ways to be religious in the world, why be Unitarian Universalist?  

 
 

Ken McLeod—Play and Spirituality 

When we free ourselves of the challenges of our daily lives and lose ourselves in our thoughts or 
some distracting process, we open ourselves to the possibility of a spiritual experience.  

  

 

Katy Carpman—What Shapes Us 

Our director of religious education Katy is back from her sabbatical. She'll share some of her 
insights from a summer of study and restorative fun.  

 

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange returns to pulpit . 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Ed •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  
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Wheel of Life 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our hearts and prayers are with those who 
have lost loved ones.  Lisa Rockett’s mother 
Lillian Mae Simeon died July 11.  For those 
interested in making memorial donations, the 
family suggests Houston Food Bank.  
Stephen Lipp’s sister Margaret Covell of 
Austin died July 16 after a 10-year battle with 
cancer. Her funeral service will have been July 
28 in Austin. In lieu of flowers, donations can 
be made to Boy Scouts of America 
(donations.scouting.org/#/national) or 
Hospice Austin's Christopher House 
(hospiceaustin.org/get-involved-2/donate) in 
Margaret’s honor. 
 
Our hopes for healing are with Holly 
Gilliland who is at home recovering from 
surgery. We were sorry to hear that Molly 
Hammer’s surgery was rescheduled from late 
July to mid-August. 
 
Longtime church member Verna Biershwale 
is experiencing declining health. We are 
grateful for those helping to care for her in her 
elder years. 

Own Your Power 
On Saturday, August 11 from 10 a.m. -1 p.m. 
people of all ages are welcome to this free workshop 
on steps toward resiliency, to be held at the Green 
Building Resource Center in Houston. Kids have 
the opportunity to build a solar powered fan, while 
adults learn about solar and how batteries can help 
weather the storm. Dori Wolfe will lead all in her 
original "Think it Through" rap.  

 

Wayne Robert (Bob) 

Phillips, Jr. passed 

away on June 15. He 

was born Dec. 5, 

1932 in Corpus 

Christi. He is sur-

vived by his wife of 

63 years, Joyce. He is 

also survived by 

daughters Stephanie 

Phillips and Jennifer 

Sciba, son-in-law Jeff 

Sciba, grandsons An-

drew and James Sciba 

and granddaughter 

Lauren Sciba. We 

gathered for a service of celebration and memory on June 30 

in the sanctuary. His spirit lives on in his family and among 

his friends at Emerson and in so many other places. 

 

Bob graduated from Edinburg High School in 1951 and re-

ceived his B.S. degree in chemical engineering from Texas 

Tech in Lubbock in 1955. After attending Officer Candidate 

School, he served in the U.S. Navy at Barber's Point, Ha-

waii, and then had a long career as a chemical engineer in 

communities around Texas, eventually settling in Houston. 

He and Joyce joined Emerson in 2003, having also been 

members of the Corpus Christi UU church. He loved to 

sing, tell jokes and socialize with the neighborhood Good-

timers group, and was a passionate hunter, tennis player, 

pole vaulter, student of all subjects, and a loyal and loving 

father, grandfather and husband.   

Mapping the past, present, and future of beer—
Saturday, September 22nd 
TCU Geography professor, and avid homebrewer, Sean 
Crotty, will guide you on an educational and sensory 
exploration of the geography of beer. 
Emerson location/time TBD. $20 per person, includes 
beer tastings. (Must be 21 or over to taste). All proceeds 
go to support Emerson UU Church. Contact Barbara 
Crotty to reserve tickets. Payment will be collected at the 
event. 

https://goo.gl/maps/53YYoWQbsG52
https://goo.gl/maps/53YYoWQbsG52
mailto:Barbara.crotty@gmail.com
mailto:Barbara.crotty@gmail.com


Daytime 
Thursday, August 16, 
10 a.m. in the 
Library. 
Book: Eleanor and 
Hick by Susan Quinn 
Contact: Dave Bergt 

Men’s 
Monday, August 20, 
6:30 p.m. at La Madeleine 
(10001 Westheimer) 
Book: The Gulf: The 
Making of an American Sea 
by Jack E. Davis 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

Women’s 
Wednesday, August 
15, 7:30 p.m.in the 
Library. 
Book: The Book Thief 
by Markus Zusak 
Contact: Jill Rose  

Beginner's Meditation - Every 
Monday from 7-8:15 p.m. in Room 
208. We welcome people from all 
backgrounds and spiritual practices. 
For additional information, please 
contact Beth Hill. 
 
ESL - ESL summer classes take 
place Thursday evenings from 6:30-
8:30 p.m.  For more information, 
call (713) 782-0825. 

Hurricane Flood Support 
Group - First Sunday of the month 
at 12:30 p.m. in Room 204. All are 
welcome. 
 
Stitchers - Every Wednesday, 11 
a.m.  in Delaney Hall. 
 
Emerson Choir - Resumes in 
August. For more information, 
contact Adrian Rodriguez. 
 
Sandwiches for SEARCH - 
Second Thursday of the month at 
10:00 a.m. in Westwood Hall. 
Contact: Mary Ann Rusk 
 

Social Action Council - Second 
Sunday of each month - 9:00 to 
9:50 a.m. in Room 204. All are 
welcome! 
 
LGBT+Allies Emersonians 
Meetup - Second Sundays of the 
month in Room 209, at 12:30 p.m. 
 
Emerson Poetry Group - Third 
Sundays of the month at 9:45 a.m., 
Room 204. 
 
Ministry for Earth - Fourth 
Sundays of the month from 9:45 to 
10:45 a.m. in the Library. 
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Circle Dinners 
Hello Circle Dinners group and a big hello to 
new Circle Dinner want-to-be’s. The Circle 
Dinners will begin again on Saturday, 
September 15, 2018. Four hostesses/hosts are 
needed for the evening; could you be one of 
them? The dinners are potluck with the host 
providing drinks and appetizers. The other 
dates for Circle Dinners in the new church 
year are: November 17, 2018 and January 19, 
March 16, May 18, 2019. Please put these dates 
on your calendar and let Chairperson, Mary 
Ann Rusk, know if you could host a dinner on 
any of these dates. It is always a great way to 
spend an evening to get to know your church 
friends in an informal way. 
 
Newcomers to Emerson, we would like very 
much for you to become a part of the Circle 
Dinner group even if you cannot come to 
every dinner. Please contact Mary Ann Rusk 
for more information. 

Happening 
On Sunday, August 19 at 1:00 p.m. there will be a showing 
of Jamie Redford's documentary Happening in The Gathering 
Place at Emerson. Come at 12:30 with a bag lunch and 
discussion of Paul Hawkin's hopeful book "Drawdown". 
This event is co-sponsored by Citizens' Climate Education 
and Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church's Ministry for 
Earth. 

Union of Concern Scientists (UCS) Gathering  
At The Gathering Place, on Thursday, August 16, from 6-
9 p.m. for Union of Concern Scientist gathering. Sponsored 
by Ministry for Earth. 
UCS’s climate program recently released a new 
analysis, Underwater: Rising Seas, Chronic Floods, and the 
Implications for US Coastal Real Estate, examining the 
impact of tidal flooding and sea level rise on coastal real 
estate. The analysis includes robust data from Texas 
including a state specific fact sheet. One of the lead authors 
for the new report, Shana Udvardy, will present on the 
findings. She’ll also be discussing climate adaptation 
measures and flood risk management policy for cities like 
Houston. 

mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
https://emersonhouston.us16.list-manage.com/track/click?u=a192b54f92e0b9a2c4c0514bc&id=d5d1936b7c&e=36dbdb0c8f
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:Bethhill1@mac.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
https://www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/global-warming-impacts/sea-level-rise-chronic-floods-and-us-coastal-real-estate-implications#.W1CVcNVKiUk
https://www.ucsusa.org/global-warming/global-warming-impacts/sea-level-rise-chronic-floods-and-us-coastal-real-estate-implications#.W1CVcNVKiUk
https://www.ucsusa.org/bio/shana-udvardy.html#.W1CWdNVKiUk
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In August, churches see an increase in visitors, as families begin 
settling into fall activities so this month is an opportunity to be 
especially welcoming. Though our greeters have the specific task 
on Sunday morning to welcome folks—all of us need to be wel-
coming. 
 
Do we really believe that everyone has inherent worth and dignity?  
If so, Sunday morning presents opportunities to encounter an-
other sacred soul.  Doing so helps to create a world where all are 
treated with justice, equality and compassion. So says David 
Rynick in a 2007 article in the UU World magazine.  
 
Rynick says hospitality is one of the most basic spiritual practices 
we know: 
 

“It is easy to imagine that the spiritual journey is about 
something other than our daily life. But in fact, the spiri-
tual journey is our everyday life…When our actions are 
out of step with what is most true in our core, we are left 
feeling disconnected and diminished. 
 
“(M)ost religious traditions teach that what we are seeking 
is right here. Jesus said, “The kingdom of God is within 
you.” Kabir writes, “He is the breath within the breath.” 
Zen Buddhists say that we are already enlightened. So, too, 
does the spiritual practice of hospitality suggest that what 
we are looking for—the mystery of aliveness—can be 
found as we encounter each other. Rather than pursuing 
paths that lead us away from this moment, we can use our 
practice of hospitality to encounter ourselves and our 
world in all their vividness and particularity: right here, 
right now, with this person in front of me.” 

 
For the complete article, see https://www.uuworld.org/articles/
the-spiritual-practice-hospitality 
 
Greeting a stranger (as well as a friend) is “honoring the pre-
ciousness of all human life,” says Rynick. “If we are serious about 
creating a more just, equitable and compassionate world, we have 
to start with the room we are in.” 
 
Let’s start. See you in church. 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister 

Our Director of Religious Education 
Katy Carpman is back from sabbatical as 
of August 1st. In lieu of her column, 
here's the latest news about Sunday 
School programs! 

Acts of kindness ripple out to change 
our world for the better! 
 

This summer, our youngest Emersonians 
work with volunteer teachers and 
assistants  to practice kindness to 
themselves, others, animals, and the 
environment. 
 
Each session features a story and a hands
-on activity children can take into the 
world. 

https://www.uuworld.org/articles/the-spiritual-practice-hospitality
https://www.uuworld.org/articles/the-spiritual-practice-hospitality
mailto:mfbloom12@gmail.com


 
Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry (TXUUJM) is YOUR voice of UU values in the public arena. Your 
statewide ministry, representing 49 UU congregations, works to educate, organize, and be a bold advocate to en-
sure that our seven principles are reflected in public policy. In addition, your TXUUJM works to: 
 

 Engage the sustaining power of worship, community building, and friendship in the work of social justice  
 Foster collaborative and civic engagement among Texas UUs and encourage close partnerships with our 

interfaith allies and community partners  
 Put our faith into practice to directly address systematic injustice and create lasting, positive social change  
 Provide UUs with information, education, training and opportunities for dialogue on pressing issues of pub-

lic policy, legislation, and ballot initiatives 
 
TXUUJM has been on the front lines of advocacy and public witness in the areas of economic justice, reproduc-
tive justice, and immigration/refugee justice. The work of YOUR statewide ministry is overseen by an Advisory 
Board and Congregational Liaisons which all serve on a voluntary basis. YOUR statewide ministry is managed by 
its Executive Director, Rev. Chuck Freeman. Emerson UU Church was instrumental in creating TXUUJM. Emer-
son, as all ministry-affiliated UU congregations, contributes to the operating costs of TXUUJM through a relatively 
small budget contribution. During the month of June, our Share-the-Plate contribution will be donated to 
TXUUJM. Please contribute generously to this vital ministry and its outstanding work and achievements on your 
behalf. Even better, please become a sustaining monthly sustainer—$10 - $25 per month provide predictable in-
come for the ministry and are hardly a significant drain on most personal budgets. 
 
Let’s make Emerson a leader in its support of this vital and much needed social justice ministry. 
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Since 2015, Emerson has been sponsoring free ESL classes for Houston’s immigrant community, with free child-

care available for many of the classes. This vibrant and successful program has grown, and during the recent spring 

semester we served over 180 students from 32 countries with 16 different native languages. This program makes a 

significant positive impact in the lives of the students who attend. 

 

Deborah Landis has served as the Director of the program since the beginning, but now needs to step aside due to 

the demands of a challenging new professional opportunity. Matt Griffes, an Emerson member since 2015, is now 

serving as Interim Director. 

 

Deborah put a lot of time and energy into the program, and no one person will be able to fill her shoes. The ESL 

program is, therefore, looking for new volunteers to help keep this amazing program going. We are in need of 

teachers and substitute teachers, as well as some behind the scenes help. You can help us out even if you only have 

an hour or two a month to spare!  

 

We are also raising funds in support of the program to supplement grant funding and continue the program into 

2019. 

 

If you are interested in learning more about the ESL program and how you can help, informational meetings will 

be held on August 5th and August 12th at 12:30 p.m. in Room 205/206. Lunch will be served. 

You can also contact Matt Griffes at (802) 673-2406, or by e-mail at matt.griffes@gmail.com. 

mailto:matt.griffes@gmail.com


You’re Invited— 
… To Help Discover the Vision of Emerson Church 

Sessions in August Open to All—See Page 2 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, August 21 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

