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Too hot? Too cold? Last year, the AC 
system failed and we limped through 
the year with a patch on the control 
system, but one that will not hold 
much longer. AC in Delaney Hall is 
critical for the school run at the 
church during the week and for all 
Emerson’s events. The cost for the 
needed upgrade is $55,000.  Please 
help us meet our goal! 

 

Garden of 

Whimsy 
 

Join us for our party – 

Emerson’s fanciest of the 

year. We’ll feature a Silent 

Auction in The Gathering 

Place starting at 5:30 p.m. 

with appetizers and drinks, 

then a light dinner on the patio, and continue with the Live Auction 

(with desserts and drinks) at 7:45. 
 

Donations requested through April 22. Do you have anything you 

could offer as a service for others? Can you host a themed party? 

Extra tickets to a sports game or performance? Have a new appliance 

you’ve never opened that you could donate? See the Emerson website 

(www.emersonhouston.org/auction) or the Auction table in The 

Gathering Place for more ideas and the Donation Forms. 
 

“Mystery Box” game is back again – please donate a cool good-

condition (or new) item you don’t really need anymore worth 

approximately $10 up to $30, and then auction attendees can buy a 

box for $10. Last year, we allowed a trade option if the surprise wasn’t 

quite the right fit. Make an old treasure new! 
 

For more information, contact Ruth at ruthalkons@gmail.com. 

Be sure not to miss Emerson's own 
Intergenerational Orchestra's 

Fourth Annual Spring Concert! 
Works by Mendelssohn, Bizet, and 
more will be performed. This free 

concert will be on Friday, April 13 at 
7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.emersonhouston.org/auction
mailto:ruthalkons@gmail.com
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As we approach Earth Day 2018, I am very cognizant 
that this year marks the fiftieth anniversary of that 
famous “Earthrise” photo taken by Apollo 8 
astronauts from the moon in 1968.  Such photographs 
had a major impact on the environmental 
consciousness of human beings around the world. It 
helped people appreciate the fragility of life on our 
“spaceship Earth” and to understand the impact 
human actions have on the Earth’s environments and 
climate.  It gave rise to a new – or at least heightened – 
sense of human responsibility to protect the planet, to 
preserve it not just for future generations of human 
beings, but for life itself. 
 
That heightened awareness, together with other 

scientific developments in the fields of anthropology, 
neurobiology, evolutionary theory and genetics 
fostered the notion of homo sapiens as a “global” 
species with profound commonalities that far 
outshadow all our perceived differences - that we are 
one species irrevocably bound together as fellow 
travelers on our one “blue boat home”. That 
understanding of human beings as constituting one 
global species underlies all our social justice initiatives 
at Emerson, not just those specifically directed to the 
environmental realm. Indeed, it is that understanding 
of human beings as a global species that constitutes 
Unitarian Universalist theology itself and is at the 
foundation of all we do together. As I put it in a recent 
Benediction:    
 
Our world is one world.  

All human beings are dependent upon one ultimate reality - 
whether we call that reality God or the laws of nature. 

All human beings are born of the same impulse toward life - 
whether we call that impulse Creation or Evolution.  

All human beings are part of the one human family - whether we 
call ourselves children of God or children of the universe.   

And at our best we are - all human beings - animated, impelled, 
sustained, enlivened and redeemed by the same spirit of love. 

One world.  One people.  One spirit.   

That is how we should live.   

May it be so.  Amen. 

 
Happy Earth Day 2018! 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
Senior Minister 

 

Why go through all this hassle? The benefits are many! 
- Nutrients are returned to the grounds, enriching the soils 
- Better soils provide better carbon sequestration 
- Better soils aid in moisture retention 
- Allows most yard waste to be composted onsite 
- Sends less waste to landfills 
- Gives volunteers an excuse to touch the earth – there is nothing quite like the joy in creating 
rich, dark loam from food scraps and yard waste! 
  

Visit the following link for more information: www.emersonhouston.org/compost 

http://www.emersonhouston.org/compost


Please join us on Sundays for Worship service. 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Ed •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  

The Adult Religious Education program is held in Room 205/205 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.  
 

April 1—Income Inequality– An economist’s perspective with Emerson’s own professor Robin Sickles. 
 

April 8—The Political and Religious Heritage of Rome– Mike Condit - Considerations concerning Rome’s 
historical legacy often center on its law, administrative and military systems, architecture and monuments, and even 
its aqueducts. We will discuss Rome’s political and social heritage particularly as it relates to defined universal 
values, with our focus being on the Roman Republic and its analogy to our current situation. We will then consider 
possibly the greatest heritage of the Roman Empire for subsequent Western Civilization – religion. 
 

April 15—Native Plants– Michael Eckenfels - Scientists report that Earth is in its sixth and most dramatic wave 
of species extinctions. The current one is caused by human activity, particularly though habitat loss. Each of us can 
promote habitat protection through a variety of means. Habitat gardening with native plants is one way we can 
help. Michael will discuss the role of native plants in protecting wildlife as well as local resources at your ready. 
Even if you don’t garden there are ways you can help. 
 

April 22—Unitarianism in the Life of Frank Lloyd Wright– Rev. Sam Schaal - Famous architect Frank Lloyd 
Wright (1867-1959) had deep family roots in the Unitarian faith.  How did that show in his groundbreaking 
approach to architecture?  
 

April 29—Meet the Grassroots!– SURJ-HTX Showing Up for Racial Justice - Houston, meet the group that is 
working for racial justice right here in Houston! 
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April 1 - The Revs. Becky Edmiston-Lange and Sam Schaal—We Rise Again 
In this the season of Spring, in the week of Passover, on Easter Sunday we come together to “sing and speak” 
refreshed worlds and to renew a promise of life abundant for all.  The Music Department has magnificent music 
planned; and there will be the traditional Easter Egg Hunt after the service.  Come, put on your Season finery (or 
not! Shorts and flip flops will do!) and rejoice in the rebirth of the earth and the regeneration of our spirits! 
 

April 8 - Youth Sunday 
Our high school youth take the chancel, sharing the music of their lives and a beloved story, and speeches from 
our graduating seniors! 

  

April 15 - Ken McLeod—FAITH:  For Believers, Non-Believers and UUs 
Religious groups of various types often use the word "faith," and members in each group think they know what is 
meant. But what do YOU mean when/if you use the word? How does it apply to your sense of a god or a Higher 
Power? And how does your own faith play out in your daily life? We will explore some various meanings of faith 
in hopes of stimulating some personal thought on the subject. 

 

April 22 - Coming of Age Sunday 
Emerson eighth graders have spent the year considering the big questions of life and their deepest values. In this 
annual service, they present their credo statements to the congregation. 

 

April 29 - Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange —The Spirituality of Smell 
We continue to explore what “embodied spirituality” means through the medium of the human sense of smell.   
What if we took smell seriously as something that could reveal to us the nature of ultimate reality and inform us 
about what it means to live a life of wholeness? 



4 

Wheel of Life 
 
Our church has lost a long-time member in the passing of Will Irwin who died peacefully 
on March 5 surrounded by family and following many visits with friends over the last few 
months.  His memorial service will be at church April 7 at 2 p.m.  
 
Joann Hendrick is recuperating at a friend’s home following surgery. 
 
Jan Rosin's father, Donald Swellander, died in San Antonio, Texas, after a long struggle with Alzheimer's 
disease.  He was 90.  
 
Our hearts are with those caring for their parents. Alisha Loftin is in Colorado, helping as her mother recovers 
from surgery and settles into a long-term memory care facility. Greg Hunt’s father in Michigan continues in 
hospice care. Lisa Rockett’s mother is recuperating from a hospitalization. 

IF THE ANSWER IS “A DIRECTOR”, WHAT 
IS THE QUESTION? 
 
We’ll give you a CLUE! We have interested players. 
We have a play. We can schedule performance 
dates. We can manage lights, sets, props. (And we are ELATED to 
welcome interested theater “newbies” in any of these roles; we have 
all been beginners….) We have a lot of camaraderie and fun! 
 
If you guessed, WHAT ROLE IS LACKING FOR THE PLAY-
ERS? YOU WIN! 
 
In the past, our directors have been either Emerson members or 
connections of members and our first choice would be to continue 
that tradition. Might YOU be our answer? Or do you know anyone 
who might be interested?  Please contact Jill Rose or Stephen Lipp 
for more details….  

Sunday, April 15 at 12:30 p.m. in 

Westwood Hall 

 

A delicious meal 

featuring plant-

based dishes 

prepared by 

members of 

Emerson! 

 

Donation proceeds go to the Texas 

Wildlife Rehab Coalition 

Email ministryforearth@ 

emersonhouston.org for tickets and to 

volunteer.  

Joann Hendrick is recovering from surgery following a heart attack March 3. She is out of 
the hospital and staying with a close friend. We invite everyone to join the Meal Train and 
provide meals for Joann and her friend until she is able to resume normal activities. You 
can sign up for one or more days by visiting the following link: emersonhouston.org/
hendrick. All the instructions are on the website; address, phone, diet, etc. You will get a 
reminder when it is your turn too. It is easy to cancel a meal, or contact the organizer, 
Sarah Boyd, through the website if you have questions.  

Wednesday, April 25 at 7:30 p.m. at St. Philips Presbyterian Church on 4807 San Felipe. We will announce our 
Multi-Faith Council at this community-wide event which is open to the public.  

mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
http://emersonhouston.org/hendrick
http://emersonhouston.org/hendrick
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Beginner's Meditation - Due to 
popular demand, classes have been extended. 
Every Monday through May 21 from 7
-8:15 p.m. in Room 208. We welcome 
people from all backgrounds and 
spiritual practices. For additional 
information, please contact Beth Hill. 
 

ESL - ESL classes take place Tuesday/
Thursday evenings from 6:30-8:30 p.m.  
and Saturdays from 1-4 p.m. For more 
information, call (713) 782-0825. 
 

SURJ HTX (Showing Up for Racial 
Justice - Houston) Action Group 
Meeting - Every other Tuesday. Next 
meeting is April 10 in Room 205 
at 6:30 p.m. Sponsored by Emerson 
Justice Advocates. 

Stitchers - Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  
in Delaney Hall. 
 

Emerson Choir - No audition needed. 
Rehearsals on Wednesdays from 7-9 
p.m. Contact Adrian Rodriguez 
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH - Second 
Thursday of the month at 10:30 a.m. in 
Westwood Hall. Contact: Mary Ann 
Rusk 
 

Hurricane Flood Support Group - 
For the month of April only, the group 
will meet the second Sunday of the 
month instead of the first Sunday. 
Next meeting: April 8 at 12:30 p.m. in 
Room 205/206. Snacks provided. All 
are welcome. 

LGBT+Allies Emersonians 

Gathering - Second Sundays of the 
month in Room 209, at 12:30 p.m. 
More information 
 

Emerson Poetry Group - Third 
Sundays of the month at 9:45 a.m., 
Room 204. 
 

Ministry for Earth - Fourth Sundays 
of the month from 9:45 to 10:45 a.m. 
in the Library. 

Daytime 
Thursday, April 19, 
10 a.m. in the 
Library. 
Book: A Gentleman in 
Moscow by Amor Townes 
Contact: Dave Bergt 

Men’s 
Monday, April 16, 6:30 
p.m. at 
La Madeleine (10001 
Westheimer Rd.) 
Book: Krakatoa: The Day 
the World Exploded: Au-
gust 27, 1883 
by Simon Winchester 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

Women’s 
Wednesday, 
April 18, 
7:30 p.m.in the 
Library. 
Book: Radium Girls:  
The Dark Story of Amer-
ica’s Shining 
by Kate Moore 
Contact: Jill Rose  

Time to strap on your tool belts... Emerson UU's 58th Rebuilding Together 
Houston Project is right around the corner! On the Saturdays of April 14th 
and 21st (9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) Emerson UU will be renovating a house that needs 
a little TLC and helping an elderly or disabled Houstonian living below the poverty 
line. There are many ways to help and you don't have to be a master carpenter to 
make a big difference!  You can come either Saturday and for all or part of each 
day. We have a lot of folks who come out both Saturdays just so they can see the 
finished house!  Lunch, water and soft drinks will be provided. If you would like 
to learn a new skill, there will be demonstrations throughout the day each 
Saturday. Each house is a different animal so the opportunities are endless!  
 
If you would like to volunteer, please let us know which day you would like 
to help out. Friends, family, co-workers - they are all invited to help. We 
even have folks who bring their own crews! We just need to know who is on 
your crew so we can plan for lunches.  If you have building or home improve-
ment skills, please let us know your specialty so our mighty crew chief, Leo Van-
dermeulen, knows in advance.  We are also looking for someone who has had first 
aid training within the last 1-2 years who can be on-hand for either Saturday. 
  
We will be signing up volunteers in The Gathering Place or you may contact Jane 
at jm.zachritz@gmail.com. Once you sign up, you will be provided with the ad-
dress of the house and a map. If you need to carpool from Emerson, please let 
Jane know at that time. 
 
To learn more 
about Rebuilding Together Houston, please 
visit the following website: 
www.rebuildingtogetherhouston.org. 
  
We look forward to seeing you there! 

mailto:Bethhill1@mac.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:jm.zachritz@gmail.com
http://www.rebuildingtogetherhouston.org/
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Our door codes have not changed in 

years!  Responsive to needs for better 

building security, the Board has 

determined that the keypad codes to 

the main entries will be changed on a 

biennial basis (every two years).  

Initially, the keypad codes will be 

changed at the end of April.  Those 

people who require access to the 

main building outside of regular 

church or office hours will need to 

call the church office for the updated 

code.  In addition, the office will 

maintain a register of who has access 

to the building.  We all want our 

beloved space and people to be safe 

and secure! 

 

 

UU singer-

songwriter Peter 

Mayer returns to 

our Unitunes 

stage Saturday, 

April 7!  

Whimsical, 

humorous, and 

profound, Peter writes songs for a 

small planet, songs about 

interconnectedness and the human 

journey, about the beauty and 

mystery of the world. Doors open at 

7, show starts at 7:30. Go to 

unitunescoffeehouse.org to reserve 

your tickets! 

The 2018 Stewardship drive for Emerson with a theme of Embracing 
Our Beloved Community ended as a success— 

 Pledges increased $36,408 compared to 2017. 
 167 pledge units gave a total of $587,721—sufficient to 

achieve a balanced budget for 2018.  
 Both the average (mean) and the middle (median) pledge in-

creased 13 percent. 
 33 new pledge units offered an aggregate pledge of $43,110. 
 Fair Share Giving was introduced—40 pledges were self-

designated as fair-share. 
 
We have been tracking the drive using the gift ladder, shown below. 
All categories from $1,500 up either stayed about the same or in-
creased comparing 2017 to 2018, both in number of pledgers and in 
amount. We feel the drop-off in the first few ranges, up to $1,500, 
was at least partially related to Harvey, as some of our members with 
fewer resources are still in limbo.  
 
The congregation should give itself a huge pat on the back for step-
ping up and embracing our beloved community, helping us fulfill our 
mission to care for one another in times of need. 

—Mark Andersen  

 Range

No. of

Pledges

Cumulative

Pledge

No. of

Pledges

Cumulative

Pledge

up to 299 17 $3,305 22 $3,346

300 to 499 17 $6,120 19 $6,976

500 to 999 18 $11,594 21 $13,227

1,000 to 1,499 23 $26,440 28 $32,158

1,500 to 2,499 23 $43,220 23 $43,493

2,500 to 3,499 13 $36,400 11 $31,935

3,500 to 4,999 20 $80,965 19 $76,320

5,000 to 7,499 16 $96,427 16 $96,070

7,500 to 9,999 8 $67,500 7 $60,750

10,000 and up 12 $215,750 11 $187,039

 Total 167 $587,721 177 $551,314

Gift Ladder

2018 2017

 

TXUUJM Board member Kenny Jones & Emerson UU answer the call to 
combine joy and justice! Read more here. 

unitunescoffeehouse.org
https://www.texasobserver.org/sanctuary-deportation-church/
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April is among our most exciting months at Emer-
son!  First off- the awesome celebration of Easter. We 
begin in the worship service together and then children 
and youth take a little time for crafts and games while 
our middle schoolers hide the eggs for our traditional 
Easter Egg Hunt after worship! 
 
April 8th our high school youth lead the worship ser-
vice, including speeches from our graduating seniors. 
Two weeks later our eighth grade Coming of Age class 
has their turn, with each youth sharing a snapshot of 
what gives their lives meaning. 
 
And we've got our Garden of Whimsy auction on the 
28th - our youngest Emersonians have already been 
making fairy houses to decorate the scene! Come join 
the fun! 
 
April 29th will be my last day before my sabbatical, and 
we'll have a special Children's Chapel (and possibly a 
treat after the service!) 
 
In my February column I talked about plans for my up-
coming sabbatical (May 1 to July 31) from my point of 
view. But what will happen here at Emerson while I'm 
away? 

 
The first few weeks of May will seem like “normal” – 
Sunday School teachers continue to teach, and we’ll 
have our end-of-year class parties on May 13th. And 
then May 20th is a very special worship service, celebrat-
ing who we are as a community. May 27th, all ages are in 
service again on that Memorial Day weekend. 
 
Summer Sunday 
School kicks off 
on June 3, con-
tinuing through 
August. Each 
Sunday our chil-
dren (led by in-
trepid volun-
teers) will come 
together in a 
Kindness Club, 
with stories and hands-on opportunities to spread kind-
ness - to one another, to people near and far, to animals, 
to the earth. 
 

 

Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 

Our Coming of Age Class encourages all to give generously to our Share 
the Plate charity Covenant House Texas. For over thirty-five years, Cove-
nant House has supported homeless youth and young adults in Houston - 
providing shelter, medical care, training, and counseling.  

Four Houston 
UUs joined 200 
marchers in the 
student-led rally 
for sensible gun 
laws at the March 
for Our Lives in 
Marfa, Texas on 
March 24.  

From left to right: Deborah Gray (First UU), Deborah Landis, 
Carol Trout and Beryl Kaminsky (all Emerson UUs) 

 

https://www.covenanthousetx.org/


Thank You For Embracing Our Beloved Community 

To those who have pledged for 2018, thank you! 

We appreciate your gift given to support the ministries and programs of our congregation. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, April 17 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

