
the emersonian 

Sundays 12:30 p.m. Feb. 4, 11, 18 
 
Want to know more 
about the history and 
practice of our faith 
tradition? Considering 
membership in our 
congregation? Or are 
you just curious about 
what makes Emerson 
Church tick?  Or maybe 
you’ve been around a 

while and want a deeper dive into our faith tradition? 
All are welcome. We’ll engage some of our U and U 
and UU history, meet several church leaders, take a 
complete building tour, and learn about the practice of 
our free faith. 
 
A simple sandwich lunch is provided (with vegetarian 
options).  Child care is available by advance 
registration. Sessions are facilitated by Sam Schaal, our 
Transitional Assistant Minister, and hosted by the 
Membership Committee.  Please register on the signup 
sheet in The Gathering Place or email 
sam@emersonhouston.org with your name, contact 
information, if you need child care, and any questions 
you might have.  

emersonhouston.org 

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER—– 

——–———2018——–—–—— 

ROOTS: AN INTRODUCTION TO 
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM 

 

Our annual stewardship campaign is in full swing, 
emphasizing our theme of Embracing Our Be-
loved Community. Although delayed by Hurri-
cane Harvey, the campaign began with a signifi-
cant number of 2018 pledges made in 2017. Nev-
ertheless, we need everyone to take part in sup-
porting Emerson’s many ministries. 
 
Visiting stewards are 
talking with many of 
our congregants to 
share visions, con-
cerns, and ideas on 
how to work to-
gether to create the 
world we know is 
possible. You can 
help by answering 
the call from your 
visiting steward— 
please don’t send 
them to voice-mail oblivion. If you haven’t been 
contacted but wish to visit with a steward, feel 
free to send an email to  
stewardship@emersonhouston.org or contact the 
church office and let us know. 
 
This is an opportunity to open your mind and 
heart, not only to share your vision and ideas for 
our congregation and the wider community we 
serve, but also to become closer friends with a 
fellow Emersonian. 

EMBRACING OUR BELOVED COMMUNITY 

Bring your canned goods 

and money  (remember, 

no baby food or glass!) to 

support the Houston Food 

Bank February 4th! 

mailto:sam@emersonhouston.org
http://www.emersonhouston.org
mailto:stewardship@emersonhouston.org
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We are in Stewardship season – 
the time when we ask one another 
to think about the importance of 

this congregation in their lives and to make a financial 
commitment to the church for the year.   
If you were in church on January 21 when we kicked 
off the Stewardship campaign you heard me speak 
about a crisis time in my life long before I had any idea 
I would become a UU minister – and how the 
Unitarian Universalist Church of Richmond saved my 
life. I know from personal experience that our UU 
congregations save lives, that this church saves lives.   
 
One of the humbling privileges of being a minister is 
that people come to us when they are in troubling 
circumstances to talk about things they might be 
hesitant at first to share with fellow congregants.  So, I 
see up close how much difference this congregation 
makes.  I see how someone finds the freedom and 
support here to with agonizing decisions - like 
reproductive choices or end of life choices. I see how 
someone finds the courage here to come out as gay or 
trans, or finds the strength to leave an abusive 
relationship, or the resolve to change destructive habits.  
I see how people find the help they need when 
depressed or the assistance they need when despair 
closes in. This congregation saves lives because of the 
values it strives to embody, because of its very 
presence.     
 
And I see how you help one another.  How you came 
to one another’s aid during and after Harvey – mucking 
out mud, ripping out wallboard, salvaging precious 
possessions, ministering to each other with emotional, 
spiritual and tangible support.  You helped people go 
on who were feeling overwhelmed, whose lives had 
been torn asunder.  You did all that for one another 
because of the connections you have made here 
because of the presence of this congregation and the 
values it embodies.  
 
And think of the many, many ways this congregation 
makes a difference in the Houston community and the 
wider world.  Think of the difference our ESL program 
makes, how if just one person in a family learns to 
speak English better and because of that gets a better 
job, how much difference that makes to everyone in 
that family.  Think of all the lives this congregation 
touches for the better through our programs like 
Rebuild Houston, and Meals on Wheels, and Ministry 
for Earth, Answer Nepal, and the Texas UU Justice 
Ministry.  Think of all the lives we touch through the 

Outreach Committee’s support of Planned Parenthood, 
the Texas Health Initiative, and the Tahirih Children’s 
Border Project.   
 
It has perhaps never been clearer that the world needs 
to understand the truth of the values we embrace.  All 
people have to learn how to affirm others who are 
different; how to negotiate our own needs and anxieties 
so that we stop making others the scapegoats of our 
fears.  We all need to understand that there is no they, 
there is only us, that all people are part of one human 
family.  We all need to learn that reason and empathy 
can solve more problems than weapons ever did; that 
truth cannot be manufactured, that love is more 
powerful than hate.  And the desire for justice needs to 
become as necessary and as natural to us as breathing.   
 
I have no doubt that this congregation saves lives:  
Because we are here bringing acceptance and warmth to 
those spurned or despised, dignity to those 
demoralized, hope to those in despair. We are here 
spreading love and courage in the face of unjust laws, 
witnessing for peace and equality in an uncivil time. We 
make a huge difference – in individual lives, in the lives 
of the larger world.  Let us support this church 
accordingly! 
 
In faith and affection, 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
Senior Minister 
 

UniTunes announces a very special show with Rolling 

Stone-acclaimed artist Billy Crockett performing with 

well-known bassist Roscoe Beck.  This show is Satur-

day, February 3 at 7:30 p.m. in the Emerson Sanctu-

ary. Tickets for this show are $20 online or $25 at the 

door, cash, check or credit card. 
 

If you have never attended a UniTunes show, you 

don’t know what you are missing – this is first class 

musical entertainment! If you have attended a show, 

just know we are going all-out this year to ensure top-

notch artists.  
 

Come join us for an evening of  excellent live music! 

http://www.unitunescoffeehouse.org


Please join us on Sundays for Worship service. 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Ed •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  

The Adult Religious Education program is held in Room 205/205 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.  
 
02/04 – Love Resists/Emerson ACTs 
What is Community Protection? We will take a bit deeper dive into the concept of “Sanctuary” and an 
“Expanded” Sanctuary. We’ll hear (virtually) from front line organizations 
 
02/11 – Daring Democracy Session 1—UUA Common Read 
Overview of Daring Democracy curriculum 
 
02/18 – Sharing Knowledge as Gospel—Sustainable Housekeeping - Betty Lynn Riggin 
Betty Lynne Riggin suggests we engage the spirit and the science of keeping house, as we maintain our living 
spaces. The key to keeping a safe, clean, comfortable home is to understand what the dirt and germs really are and 
how to remove them from your homes without using dangerous cleaning chemicals. Housekeeping also requires a 
generosity of spirit to be willing to make wholesome your home. Let me suggest to you how to do this for 
yourselves.  
 
02/25 – The Religious Heritage of Rome - Mike Condit 
Discussions concerning Rome’s historical legacy often center on its law, administrative and military systems, 
architecture and monuments, and even its aqueducts. However, the greatest heritage of Rome may well have been 
religious. This includes the Roman views on paganism and the way Rome handled the religions of the people they 
conquered. But the greatest legacy of the Roman Empire is Christianity and Islam. We will discuss some of these 
historical and religious aspects of Rome. 
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February 4 - April D. DeConick—The Future of Unitarian Universalism 
Unitarian Universalism is fifty years old, making the transition from the founders to a new generation of 
people.  DeConick analyses Unitarian Universalism from the perspective of the sociology of new religious 
movements that succeed and fail.  She discusses Unitarian Universalism's struggle to transmit a distinctive identity 
based in humanism and liberal religion, and to retain more that 10% of its youth after high school 
graduation.  While she asks us to think about practical solutions, she is confident that campus ministry is so 
essential that the future of the movement depends on Unitarian Universalism going back to college. 
 

February 11 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Don’t Forget to Dance! 
What do Rita Dove, Fitzgerald Haney and the Emerson church have in common?  Well – “some days you eat the 
bear; some days the bear will eat you.”  
  

February 18 - Rev. Samuel Schaal—Reaching Out 
Creating space for strangers to become friends is one of the central acts of the church. Hospitality is not inviting 
others to become like us, but to help others find themselves while among us. 
 

February 25 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange —Love Resists, Love Persists  
When you shudder for the fate of the world and wonder if Unitarian Universalists make any difference at all, one 
of the ways to restore your hope is to remember the work of the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee. The 
UUSC makes us proud to be UUs!  
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Wheel of Life 
 
Our hearts are with David Roessler, whose father David Sr. passed away Dec. 31.  He 
had a heart attack in September and became ill a few days before Christmas.  
 
John Minear died Jan. 1 after a courageous battle with Alzheimer’s disease.  We grieve 
with his beloved wife Mariann Kaye, and celebrate his life devoted to multiple scientific endeavors and artistic 
pursuits. (See memorial story on page 7.) Mariann is in the process of moving to New Mexico.  
 
Mike Condit’s brother-in-law died suddenly in Lake Charles, Louisiana. Linda and he went to Lake Charles to 
help his sister and family.  
 
Howard Phillips was hospitalized with an infection and is home recuperating.  Our thoughts and prayers are 
also with Sally as she continues to care for Howard. 
 
Our thoughts are with Will Irwin who has moved from his apartment at the Buckingham to the Skilled Nursing 
area of the Buckingham.  His phone number is the same—713-464-3942.  He welcomes calls from friends.   

 
Jim Porter 
Jim Porter died Nov. 4. He was 
born in Houston Feb 15, 1949, 
grew up in Seabrook and after 
high school joined the Navy. He 
worked at NASA during the Sky-
lab era and then graduated from 
the University of Houston.  Jim’s 
lifelong career was in human re-
sources for offshore drilling 
companies, retiring as Director 
of International People Develop-
ment for Transocean Offshore 
Deepwater Drilling Co. in 2008. 
 
He met Kay Kamas at Emerson in the mid-1990s and 
they were married here on March 16, 2000.   Jim and 
Kay embraced one another’s families as their own.  At 
church, Jim was a member of the Lay Pastoral Minis-
try Team and served on the Personnel Committee, 
including a stint as chair. 
 
He was intensely interested in nature conservation, 
credentialed as a Texas Master Naturalist and active in 
leadership of the local Master Naturalists chapter, the 
Hannah and Arthur Ginzbarg Nature Discovery Cen-
ter in Bellaire, and the Memorial Park Conservancy.  
Kay is setting up the Jim Porter Conservation Intern-

ship to develop future leaders for Memorial Park and 
the environmental sciences. He was memorialized at 
church Dec. 8. His legacy in our city will bless future 
generations. 
 
Becky Vance  
Becky Vance died Nov. 28. She was born June 28, 
1948, in Houston and grew up in Edna, Texas.  She 
contracted polio as an in-
fant and as a child endured 
several surgeries, including 
years in a body cast.  Ini-
tially she couldn’t walk, but 
she persevered and learned 
to walk with a limp. She 
was high school valedicto-
rian and an honors student 
at the University of Texas 
with a 4.0 GPA. Becky 
played clarinet in her high 
school marching band, 
even with her limp and 
diminished lung capacity. After graduation from col-
lege, Becky taught elementary school.  
 
Becky and Cletus Lee met in 1980 while each were 
taking dancing lessons. They married in 1981, a sec-
ond marriage for each. The two shared a love of the 
natural world.  Cletus modified their home to ease 
Becky’s movements and to make the out-of-doors 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Stitchers 
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  in Delaney 
Hall. 
 

Emerson Choir 
No audition needed. Rehearsals on 
Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez 
 

LGBT+Allies Emersonians 
Potluck Lunch 
Sunday, February 11, in Room 209, 
at 12:30 p.m. More information 
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH Thursday, 
February 8, at 10:30 a.m. in Westwood 
Hall. Contact: Mary Ann Rusk 
 

Emerson Poetry Group  Sunday, 
February 18, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204. 
 

Ministry for Earth 
Sunday, February 25, from 9:45 to 10:45 
a.m. in the Library. 

Please consider a generous contribution when the offering plate 
comes your way in February. You will support our Partner church in 
Transylvania—St. Nicholas. Emerson has hosted several of their 
ministers over the past twenty+  years. We helped them acquire  and 
repair their “Prayer House” and have helped supplement their 
minister’s salary . Our continued support is necessary to maintain a 
Unitarian presence in the land where it began 400 plus years ago. 
 
An equal portion will go to support the Baláz’s Scholars program, 
administered by our UU Seminary, Starr King. This program brings 
young UU ministers to Starr King for a year of education and 
exposure to UU congregations. Our member, deForest Ralph, 
established endowments in his wife Martha’s name, to help with 
school expenses and spiritual training at Meadville Lombard, our 
UU seminary in Chicago. 
 
75% of the collection will go to these programs and the remaining 
25% will go to our standing recipient, Meals on Wheels. 

&

DAYTIME 
Thursday, February 15, 
10 a.m. in the 
Library. 
Book: The Snow Child: A 
Novel by Eowyn Ivey 
Contact: Dave Bergt 

 
Let’s get together and practice! Begin a meditation practice by doing 
it in silence and in the presence of others. We will follow a simple 
plan: 20 minutes of silent sitting meditation, …10 minute break… 
followed by another 20 minutes of silent sitting. Afterward, we will 
share tea. You are welcome to practice any form of meditation you 
prefer. You can sit on a chair, the floor, your own cushion (please 
bring). The group is not affiliated with any one style of practice or 
teacher. We welcome people from all backgrounds and spiritual 
practices. 
 
To begin on your own, check out these two apps: Headspace and 
10% Happier. If you have questions, send a note to 
Bethhill1@mac.com 
 
Location: Emerson Unitarian Church, Room 208 
Group facilitators: Larry Kelly, Ann May, Beth Hill 
Dates:  Mondays, February 5th - March 26th 
Time: 7:00 - 8:15 p.m. 

MEN’S 
Monday, Ferbuary 19, 
6:30 p.m. at 
La Madeleine (10001 
Westheimer Rd.) 
Book: Paris: The Novel 
by Edward Rutherfurd 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, 
February 21, 
7:30 p.m.in the 
Library. 
Book: When Breath 
Becomes Air 
by Paul Kalanithi 
Contact: Jill Rose  

mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316175668/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0316175668&linkCode=as2&tag=emersonunit04-20&linkId=9835c16173308fb3af4cba2a5b2f0b2f
https://www.headspace.com/headspace-meditation-app
http://www.10percenthappier.com/
mailto:Bethhill1@mac.com
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
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“Giving is a spiritual practice.”  
This was a new idea to me when 
my minister mentioned it early in 
my experience in Unitarian 
Universalism.  She repeated that 
mantra a lot, likely during the 
annual stewardship drive, yes, but 
also on other occasions.  
Eventually its wisdom absorbed in 
my reluctant heart and mind.  Like 
any spiritual practice, it takes, well, 
practice.  It takes practice to show 
results in our own lives on our way 
to learning generosity (not just of 
money, but including money).      
 
It’s easy to think that only people 
with abundant resources can 
practice generosity.  In reality (and 
ancient religious wisdom 
underscores this), generosity is 
possible at all levels of wealth.   
This year, one difference in the 
church’s approach to financial 
stewardship is the introduction of 
the suggested fair share chart.  This 
introduces proportional giving, so 
everyone can be generous at all 
levels of income.  Of course, some 
are not in a position to give at the 
fair share level, especially in the 
aftermath of flooding.  Please 
know that any and all gifts are 
important to the church.   
 
And more importantly, any and all 
gifts help us to practice generosity, 
to empower our church in its call 
to serve humanity. 
 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister  

During our January 28th worship service, I announced that I'm heading 
off for a sabbatical May 1 to July 31 of this year.  A sabbatical is an op-
portunity to take a breath and dig deeply into a subject of interest, unin-
terrupted by the usual day-to-day tasks. 
 
While I am gone, volunteers will staff the RE Office and prepare materi-
als, and of course, teachers will continue to teach! In the month of Feb-
ruary we start organizing, so plans are set well in advance. 
 
What is my Sabbatical topic? I'll be looking at how we best partner with 
families as they navigate our ever-busier world. Part of this will be read-
ing and some will be conversations with colleagues in churches with 
thriving family ministry programs--what remains at the core and what 
changes have they made?  When I'm back in August I'll share my learn-
ings and we’ll have a whole lot more conversation! 
 
I'm grateful my contract with Emerson includes this opportunity and I 
look forward to the planning and teamwork over the coming months to 
make this happen. If you'd like to be a part of the sabbatical planning 
team or want to teach or assist a 
Sunday or two over the summer, 
let's chat! katy.euuc@gmail.com 
or  
713 782 8250, ext. 113. 
 

 

Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 

 

 
We have become numb to the outrage of the day. We do not experience 
shock. We are no longer even surprised. We privately ask, “How much 
longer will we allow this constant assault on our values to continue?” 
Implicit in this question is the hope that a movement will emerge with a 
structure and leaders and a mission statement that we can join and 
support. We pray a mighty wind will blow to sweep away our national and 
moral dysfunction. We are that wind. Become the wind. 

 
Love Resists is a joint campaign of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association (UUA) and Unitarian 
Universalist Service Committee (UUSC) that 
activates people of faith and conscience to resist 



accessible.  She was a prolific and creative artist, painting 
beautiful canvasses as well as creating unusual objects to 
adorn living spaces.  In recent years her health declined. 
When Becky and Cletus were flooded out of their home 
by Harvey, she sank into a depression from which she 
didn’t recover.  She was memorialized at church Dec. 
11. 
 
Even with the struggles she endured, Becky's spirit 
soared and the world was graced with her presence. As 
Maya Angelou wrote, “We delight in the beauty of the 
butterfly, but rarely admit what it goes through to 
achieve that beauty.” 
 
John Minear 
John Minear died Jan. 1.  He was born Dec. 30, 1937, in 
Odessa and grew up in Brownwood.  He earned a B.A. 
in physics and a Ph.D. in geophysics from Rice Univer-
sity; was a post-doctoral research associate in seismology 
and solid earth physics at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology.  John’s career in geoscience began at the 
Environmental Studies Center at the Research Triangle 
Institute Study in Raleigh-Durham, N.C. He later 
worked for NASA at the Johnson Space Center as 
planetary scientist and geophysical data curator, as dep-

uty program scientist for the Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s 
lunar polar orbiter planning project, and for Hallibur-
ton’s Houston Technology Center. He had 20 registered 
U.S. patents for acoustical logging and drilling systems, 
and authored and co-authored many articles for profes-
sional journals. 
 
John then brought his 
talents into retirement 
as a fine art painter 
and woodworker, cre-
ating finely hand-
crafted furniture. He 
loved the outdoors 
and sailing. He and his 
wife Mariann Kaye 
joined the church in 
2013. In the last few years, John spent Saturday after-
noons volunteering for English as a Second Language 
classes. John was devoted to Mariann and his children 
and grandkids. The family is not planning a memorial 
service at church and may host an informal gathering in 
Mariann’s home. In memory of John, legacy donations 
are welcome to Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast, Inc., or 
the Houston Alzheimer’s Association.  

(Continued from page 4—In Memory) 
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 criminalization of our marginalized neighbors and 
build a safer and more just world. 
 
Love Resists/ACTs is a proposed Emerson UU 
version. “Resists” in that we must challenge today’s 
very real assaults on the undocumented, the refugee, 

the LGBTQ, persons of color, 
women, and the poor. “ACTs” in 
that our vision and action will be 
positive and forward looking. 
 

This effort will be based on the Small Group Ministry 
model with consensus decision making and a 
combination of monthly on-line and quarterly face to 
face meetings. Please join an informational meeting at 
9:00 a.m. on Sunday February 4th, 11th and 18th in 
Room 205. Please contact Kenny Jones at  
uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com or 832-654-1779. 
 

Meet the Grassroots Luncheon Series 

The Kick-Off luncheon will be Sunday, February 25 

directly after the service featuring LaUnidad11. Cost is 

$5.00 for adults, complimentary for children. All  

proceeds will go to support LaUnidad11’s work:  

providing advocacy training for the undocumented; 

accompaniment to immigration hearings; facilitating a 

Sanctuary in the Streets Rapid Response Network; and 

legal services to assist those facing detention and 

deportation make arrangements for the care and 

supervision of their children in the event they are 

detained or deported.  

To see LaUnidad11 in action, join the Advocacy 

Workshop later in the day in Westwood Hall. 
 

——————————————————————————————————————————————————-————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

Save-the-Date!—More Than Sprouts and Tofu? 
April 1 at 12:30 p.m. in Westwood Hall. Cooks and other 
assistants needed from 11 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.-ish. More details 

coming soon! Contact: ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org   

Citizen’s Climate Lobby (CCL) Briar Memorial Chapter Monthly Meeting will be held at Emerson 

on Sunday, February 18, beginning at 4:30 p.m. with a brief meeting followed by the documentary 

Facing the Surge. This meeting is supported in part by Ministry for Earth. 

mailto:uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org


Thank You For Embracing Our Beloved Community 

If you’ve pledged for 2018, thank you!  We appreciate your gift given to support the ministries and 
programs of our congregation.  If you haven’t yet pledged, you’ll find pledge forms in The Gathering 
Place or email your pledge to stewardship@emersonhouston.org.  
 

Childcare is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the event. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, February 20 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

mailto:stewardship@emersonhouston.org
mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

