
 

Emerson Nominees for 2018 

Board of Trustees (three-year terms): 
 

Robin McElfresh 
Not terribly long after I had joined Emerson I wanted to find some way to get involved but 
being an introvert, Rev. Mark suggest ushering.  He told me he liked the idea of someone with 
tattoos welcoming congregants and visitors into the sanctuary because it would show what a 
cool church we are (his words). 

Since then, I have continued ushering and I am an active member of Ministry for Earth, assisting 
with events, planning and activism.  I also served for three years on the Committee for Ministry 
as well as being part of our Social Action Committee.  I helped plan our Green Bazaar, vegan 
lunches, classes on vegan cooking, holiday craft fairs, our first swap and participated in several 
campus clean-ups. 

I deeply appreciate the opportunities and challenges provided by these groups and events and 
look forward to more chances to serve and make a difference in the future.  
 
Creig Romero 
I have two adult daughters that I put through college. Lori works as a life skills teacher in the 
Pearland ISD. Jana is a CPA working in the energy industry. I have four grandchildren, Hayden, 
Avery, Addyson and Alysse.  

I have been with my husband David Roessler for almost 28 years now. We were (legally) 
married here at Emerson on July 11, 2015. I retired from Brown & Root after 27 years as a 
project superintendent in maintenance and capital construction. For the last 15 years, been 
employed with the State of Texas as a grant recovery coordinator with TDEM disaster recovery. 

My husband and I joined Emerson as members in September 2015. I currently serve as an 
usher, a co-coordinator of our LGBTQ+A group and help update and maintain the upcoming 
Sunday service side of the church marquee each week. 
 
Katie Scott 
 
Nominating Committee (two-year terms): 
 

Marci Collier 
Marci Collier is a native Houstonian and graduate of UT Austin with a degree in American 
Studies. She teaches part-time and is involved in Scouting.  

Marci has been a member of Emerson for 4 years. She is co-chair of Emerson’s Lay Pastoral 
Ministry Team and especially enjoys the Solstice and Equinox services.  

She lives in west Houston with her husband, 17-year-old son, 2 dogs and too many cats. She 
loves to read, hike and learn new things.  
 



Wade Greiner 
Wade Greiner was born and grew up in Moline, Illinois. He was a member and past President of 
the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Decatur in central Illinois before moving to Texas and 
becoming a member of Emerson. He has also served on the Emerson Board of Trustees. 

Wade was an attorney for over a decade, and was an Assistant District Attorney in Galveston 
County, Texas, before doing a mid-life career switch to teaching. He now teaches physics at 
Westbury High School in Houston. His varied outside interests include spending time with his 
family, traveling to Civil War sites, bicycling, chess, reading and Bob Dylan. 
 
Craig Miller 
Craig Miller is a public school administrator who is finally getting used to being called “Emma’s 
Dad.” He and his wife Cynthia have been Emerson members since 2009. He is presently ending 
a 3-year term on the Board and also serves as an Usher and is a member of the Groppe 
Scholarship Committee. 
 
Janet Meininger (one-year term to fill vacancy left by Beverly Hanson) 
I have been a member of Emerson UU Church since 2002.  I am currently serving on the Worship Team 
and the Stewardship Committee.  I have been very active in the Church over the years of my 
membership.  I worked as a member of the Adult Religious Education Committee for several years, was 
a member of the Board of Trustees 2008-2011, and served as President in 2010, EUUC’s 50h anniversary 
year.  

 On the family side, Robin Sickles (also an active member of EUUC) and I have been married since 1981; 
we have a daughter and son who both live in New York City.  We have lived in Houston since 1985.   

On the career side, I have been a nurse for 50 years and have taught graduate students in nursing and 
public health as a PhD-prepared epidemiologist for nearly 40 years.  I will be retiring from the University 
of Texas Health Science Center Houston in 2018 and look forward to continuing my affiliation with the 
university as professor emerita.   

At Emerson UU Church, Sunday worship is an inspiration to me and I grow spiritually through regular 
participation in worship and through my connections with fellow members. I have found that being 
active in Emerson’s governance and activities connects me with fellow members at a deeper level than 
otherwise possible. 
 
Outreach Committee (three-year terms): 
 

Beth Hammer 
My family and I joined Emerson in 2011 and I have just completed a three-year term on the Emerson 
Board. In my years of attending UU congregations, I have attended Southwest UU Summer Institutes, 
the International Convocation of UU women, the Southwest Women’s conference, District Conferences 
and Generally Assemblies. At my previous congregation I spent time as a Board Member, Facilitator for 
the Children’s Chalice Circle time, and assisted with multi-age RE programs.  
 
Currently I volunteer weekly at Freedom Place, helping students with their coursework and bringing out 
Science Fun when possible. I am grateful for all the opportunities at Emerson to help the wider 
community. I am especially grateful for the opportunities my children have had, and for the adults who 
have become part of their religious lives. 



 
Lisa Rockett 
After a career in business management, Lisa officially retired in 2011 to tend to an aging parent and 
spend more time with her three grandchildren (Tristan, Ethan, and Ferran).  This opened up more 
opportunities to explore her lifelong interest in spiritual practices. (as a third-generation member of a 
non-Trinitarian, restorationist Christian denomination, this was not encouraged).  

Lisa joined Emerson in 2016 after being UU-adjacent for 20 years.  Just weeks into her membership, she 
became involved with Emerson’s ESL Program of which she is now Co-Director.  She was an Emerson 
delegate at the 2017 GA in New Orleans and has served on the Membership Committee.  She is on the 
BLUU (Black Lives of Unitarian Universalist) Worship Team, is a social justice activist, community 
organizer, and supporter of LGBTQ rights. Along with her daughter, Veronica, she helped coordinate 
outreach and disbursement for BLUU’s Disaster Relief Grants originating from effort by the National 
UUA Disaster Relief Fund.   

A life-long student, Lisa is currently involved with Braveheart, “a small group ministry where UU lay 
leaders delve deeply into the history and theology of our shared faith.”  “Obviously, my retirement did 
not mean slowing down.  Because I’m committed to modeling the values I want to instill in my children 
and grandchildren, I have to be involved in improving conditions in the world we live in, for EVERYONE.”  

Lisa has been married to her “dream guy”, Troy (who joined Emerson in 2017), for 35 years (and they 
have two children – Veronica and Ryan. 


