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Lisa Rockett Steps up as Program Coordinator 
After Hurricane Harvey 
Lisa Rockett volunteered to lead 

Emerson’s ESL Program after a large 

group of program volunteers flooded. 

She did a fantastic job of finding 

additional volunteers to help keep 

things running and she spent countless 

hours working with volunteers, church 

staff and students to provide leadership for this much 

needed service to our community. Since the volunteer 

pool was substantially decreased after the storm, the 

program had to be scaled back to Saturday afternoon 

classes only to maintain the quality of the program. 

(Starting 2018, Lisa Rockett and Deborah Landis will be co-

directors of Emerson’s ESL Program.) 

 

Key Volunteers 

Church members Norbert 

Welk, Carole Huelbig, 

George Eggleston, Jon 

Whitten-Legge also took on 

many additional 

responsibilities after the 

storm to ensure that the 

program continued. Norbert 

Welk stepped into the role of 

Teacher Volunteer 

Coordinator and taught a 

Level 1 class during the 

semester. Although her house flooded, Carole 

Huelbig took on the task of Coordinating with the 

paid childcare team. She 

purchased snacks for the 

children whose parents 

attend our classes, 

coordinated with 

volunteers on keeping 

childcare attendance, and 

worked with paid staff on planning activities for the 

children. George Eggleston continued to volunteer as 

Information Technology Coordinator during the storm 

and created the computer programs used to register 

students on registration day. George’s computer 

programs also provided a 

way to take and store student 

attendance electronically. 

Finally, George Eggleston 

provided snacks for the adult 

students each week, moved 

furniture, and assisted with 

multiple tasks too numerous 

to list here. Jon Whitten-

Legge much needed 

assistance with moving 

furniture, student registration 

and student sign in each 

week. 

 

We Had Eight Amazing Volunteer Teachers Each 

Week    

We have eight amazing 
volunteer teachers who 
donate their time and 
expertise to working in 
the classrooms with our 
students each week. 
Some of our teachers 
are members of the 
church and the teachers 

(Continued on page 10) 
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Most of us know that Emerson supports the work of Interfaith Ministries of Greater 
Houston (IM) by “sharing (one fourth) the plate” every Sunday for Meals on Wheels.  But 
Meals on Wheels is only one part of IM’s work.   Another major part is that of refugee 

resettlement.  Each year, hundreds of refugee families from around the world are helped by IM.  The third major 
component of IM is that of Interfaith Relations and Community Partnerships which seeks to build respect, 
understanding and service among people of different faiths, and those of no 
particular faith.   
 
Last month, as a member of the IM Board, I had the honor of attending IM’s 
Breaking Ground Luncheon for IM’s new Plaza of Respect.  The Plaza, named for 
major donors Brigitte and Bashar Kalai, will be dedicated outdoor space fronting 
IM’s new building on Main Street.  It will honor three giants of interfaith cooperation 
who have worked together for decades to advance civil rights and interfaith dialog in 
Houston  – Archbishop Joseph Fioreza, Rabbi Samuel Karff, and Reverend William 
A. Lawson (the “three Wise Men referred to below).   
 
It was an inspiring day, with people from diverse backgrounds and ethnicities as well 
as faith traditions and with many moving stories and uplifting words.  To begin the 
celebration, IM’s Director of Interfaith Relations, the Rev. Gregory Han, wrote a 
shared invocation which he invited seven representatives of seven faith traditions to 
deliver.  I was proud to take part to represent Unitarian 
Universalism.  I asked Greg if I could share the 
Invocation here.  It is a beautiful testament to a shared 
faith commitment to build a better world where all are 
worthy, all are treated with dignity and respect.  The 
invocation follows below.  May we take its message to 
heart as we begin a New Year. 
 
In faith and affection,  
 
 
 
 
Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange 
Senior Minister 

(Continued on page 9) 

Formed in the wake of several conversations among Black 
UUs at the July 2015 Movement for Black Lives Convening 
in Cleveland, OH - the BLUU Organizing Collective works 
to provide support, information and resources for Black 
Unitarian Universalists. We also work to expand the role and 
visibility of Black UUs within our faith. 

 

  

     November 28, 2017: 

 

          We received the check 

 today from Emerson UU 

   for Share the Plate.  

                The total is $1,972.59!! 

 

       Thanks so much for 

                    alerting us about this 

          generous donation to 

                      ANSWER! 

          -Lisa Durham 



Please join us on Sundays for Worship service. 

Summer Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Ed •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  

The Adult Religious Education program is held in Room 205/205 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.  
 
The particulars of the Adult RE program for the Spring semester are still 
being finalized. However, there will be a four part series of offerings on 
the UUA and UUSC Love Resists campaign dealing with the criminalization 
of marginalized communities presented by representatives of front line 
organizations resisting this criminalization and how Emersonians can 
become valued allies in such resistance.  
 

 
In addition, there will be three part series delving into the material presented in the UUA 

Common Read Daring Democracy – please purchase the book 
now!  
 
We will also have multiple offerings focused on the rich variety 
of spiritual practices detailed in the highly acclaimed Everyday 
Spiritual Practice: Simple Pathways for Enriching Your Life edited by 
Scott Alexander, as well as those practiced by Emersonians.  
 
Of particular note, please save the date, January 21, when Bill 
Klontz, UUA Stewardship Consultant, will speak on 
Emerson's Stewardship Campaign. 
 
Watch the E-Blast and Order of Service for more information. 
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January 7 - The Revs. Edmiston-Lange and Schaal—Turnings 
Join us for this annual service, which marks the births, deaths, and other significant “turnings” in the lives of the 
Emerson community during the year past.  
 
January 14 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—The United States of Amnesia 
One of the great perks of being white in America is the capacity to forget how whiteness caused black suffering.  
Denial and distortion of facts is nothing new; but, the past is always present when it comes to race.  
  
January 21 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—To Tip the Hovering Sale 
Do you ever wonder whether what we do as a religious community really matters?  I believe it does, but then if it 
weren’t for Unitarian Universalism, my story would be radically different. 
 
January 28 - Katy Carpman —We Are Family! 
A chance to consider families in all their compositions, and our roles within them. 
Our director of religious education Katy Carpman shares a preview of plans for her summer sabbatical.  
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Wheel of Life 
 
Our condolences are with Michelle Corron whose father died Nov. 27. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers remain with the families of Jim Porter and Becky 
Vance who each died in November and whom we memorialized in services 
in December. We honor the journey of grief of Jim’s wife Kay Kamas and 
Becky’s husband Cletus Lee and continue to hold each of them and their 
families in the embrace of the congregation’s love. Watch for a memorial 
story of each in the next issue of The Emersonian. 
 
In December we said goodbye during worship to David and Hallie Lloyd who are moving to Australia. David 
plans to continue to provide audiovisual support for some worship services from across the globe as they look 
for a UU congregation there. We also bid farewell to Beth Ortuño and her son Marco who are leaving for 
Mexico to rejoin Beth’s husband and Marco’s father Victor. Victor relocated to Mexico earlier out of fear of 
deportation.  We are in solidarity with the family who are forced into an unwanted relocation given the unjust 
stances of the administration regarding undocumented immigrants. 
 
Our thoughts and prayers are with all those in treatment or recovery from illness: Wendy Adair, Sharon 
Young, and Michael Daichman, son of Sean and Linda, who had his tonsils removed. Ian Sachs is home 
following rehabilitation care from his earlier surgery. Ben Withers continues recovering following an Achilles 
heel repair.  

 
Annual Meeting is on January 28, 2018 in the Sanctuary at 12:30 p.m. 

Your vote is needed. Childcare provided. 
 

***Annual Reports are due January 9, 2018 by e-mail to alejandra@emersonhouston.org.*** 

December 10, 2017: 

 

I hope I can be with my dad and 

have a great life with my family. 

 

-Mark Eduardo Ortuño 

Denny Davidoff, former moderator of the Unitarian Univer-
salist Association from 1993 to 2001, died of cancer on De-
cember 7 at her home in Bridgeport, Connecticut. She was 85 
years old. In addition to presiding over eight General Assem-
blies as moderator, Denny held leadership positions in a long 
list of UU groups, preached in more than one hundred con-
gregations, and mentored gen-
erations of ministers and lay 
leaders through decades of vol-
unteer lay leadership.  To learn 
more about Denny and her 
service to our movement, go to 
uua.org.  ©Nancy Pierce 

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org?subject=Annual%20Report
http://uua.org
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Stop by the bookstore to see the new 
titles in stock. While you’re there, 
check out the great assortment of 
bumper stickers and hand-made cards. 

Stitchers 
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  in Delaney 
Hall. 
 

Emerson Choir 
No audition needed. Rehearsals on 
Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. Contact Adrian 
Rodriguez 
 

LGBT+Allies Emersonians 
Potluck Lunch 
Sunday, January 14, in Room 209, 
at 12:30 p.m. More information 
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH Thursday, 
January 11, at 10:30 a.m. in Westwood 
Hall. Contact: Mary Ann Rusk 
 

Emerson Poetry Group  Sunday, January 
21, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204. 
 

Ministry for Earth 
Sunday, January 28, from 9:45 to 10:45 
a.m. in the Library. 

DAYTIME 
Thursday, January 18, 
10 a.m. in the 
Library. 
Book: The Snow Child: A 
Novel by Eowyn Ivey 
Contact: Dave Bergt 

MEN’S 
Monday, January 15, 
6:30 p.m. at 
La Madeleine (10001 
Westheimer Rd.) 
Book: Conclave: A novel 
by Robert Harris 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

WOMEN’S 
Wednesday, January 17, 
7:30 p.m.in the 
Library. 
Book: Killers of the Flower 
Moon: The Osage Murders 
and the Birth of the FBI 
David Grann 
Contact: Jill Rose  

In conjunction with the Texas Unitarian Universalist Justice Min-

istry, Emerson Justice Advocates will form a small group ministry 

at Emerson encompassing the Love Resists national campaign. 

Love Resists is a first of 

its kind collaboration 

between the Unitarian 

Universalist Service 

Committee (UUSC), 

the Unitarian Univer-

salist Association 

(UUA), and the Unitar-

ian Universalist College 

of Social Justice (UUCSJ) to resist the criminalization of marginal-

ized populations in our community. We will strive to provide lov-

ing support to a variety of front line organizations addressing the 

issues faced by the refugee, the undocumented, Muslim, LGBTQ, 

female, and the poor in our community.  

 

Please stop by the Love Resists table in the Gathering Place or 

contact Kenny Jones at uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com or by text or 

voice mail at (832) 654-1779 for how you can be involved in this 

exciting advocacy opportunity. 

Circle Dinners for 2018 will be on Saturdays, 

January 20, March 17 and May 19. If you are 

new and would like to have your name added 

to this group, please let me know. If you are already on the list 

and would like to host one of these dinners, also let me know. 

Two more hosts are needed for January to make a total of four 

dinner groups. 

 

Thank you to everyone who has hosted a dinner previously and to 

those hosting in the future. 

 

Mary Ann Rusk 

Email: mafrusk@comcast.net 

mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com?subject=Love%20Resists%20Inquiry
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net?subject=Circle%20Dinners%20Inquiry
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0385534248/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0385534248&linkCode=as2&tag=emersonunit04-20&linkId=8c8865b012318b7e1e09f5d9a92e051c
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/0316175668/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=0316175668&linkCode=as2&tag=emersonunit04-20&linkId=9835c16173308fb3af4cba2a5b2f0b2f


January 12th to 14th we host a weekend-long rally of about eighty teen-

agers (and their accompanying chaperones) from across Texas, Louisiana, 

Oklahoma, and maybe states beyond! Why would we open our building to 

such an event? Immersive programs of learning, service, and fun develop 

bonds and leadership for our emerging Unitarian Universalists. I’ve been 

working with Houston-area youth on plans since September, and I’m 

awed to work with these great young people. Why would we open our 

building to such an event? Immersive programs of learning, service, and 

fun develop bonds and leadership for our emerging Unitarian Universal-

ists. You can help make this event a sweet success – drop off a treat or 

volunteer to help out for a few hours during the weekend – check out op-

portunities. http://emersonhouston.org/youth_rally 

 

AND we're back from the holidays with a full Sunday School schedule, with all ages taking part in Turnings 

(Milestones) services on January 7th. And don’t forget our annual meeting after the service on January 28th- we 

provide caregivers, snacks, and activities for children so 

parents can attend. 

 

Thanks to all who dropped off cold weather clothes and 

sleeping bags under our Mitten tree- we'll deliver those 

donations after service on January 7th. And in the sec-

ond half of January we'll collect canned goods to support 

the Houston Food Bank February 4th with our Souper 

Bowl of Caring! 

 

 

Katy Carpman 

Religious Education Director 
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EMBRACING OUR BELOVED COMMUNITY THROUGH FAIR-SHARE GIVING AND VISITING STEWARDS 
 
Emerson’s annual stewardship campaign, Embracing Our Beloved Community, kicks off on January 21. Delayed by the 
devastation of Harvey, the campaign this year more than ever needs the enthusiastic support of Emersonians.  
 
When we join Emerson Church, we enter into a sacred covenant with our fellow congregants to support our com-
munity through our time, talent, and treasure. As we saw after Harvey in the fall, the combination of these contri-
butions powers our beloved community, allowing us to support our progressive values. We all need to remember 
that unlike many charitable nonprofits, we the members are the primary source of funds for our church. 
 
We are re-inventing and re-invigorating our visiting steward program to connect our relationships to our sense of 
purpose. Visiting stewards do this through one-on-one conversations in short meetings with many of our mem-
bers. We can share our visions, concerns, and ideas on how to work together to create the world we know is possi-
ble, while also discussing our stewardship commitments in support of our shared goals. 
 
A few things we would like you to know about the program: 

 The visit not a sales pitch; think of it as a friend talking to a friend about our shared values as UUs and be-
ing a part of Emerson. 

 Visiting stewards receive professional training and preparation for this role from our stewardship consult-
ant, Bill Clontz. They will be relaxed and ready to engage with you in pleasant, meaningful conversations. 

 Some of you will be asked to attend a meeting about the program, where you can decide if you could be a 
visiting steward. 

 
Please open your mind and heart and embrace this opportunity to not only share your vision and ideas for our 
congregation and the wider community we serve, but also become closer friends with a fellow Emersonian. 
 
Some people wonder what constitutes a fair contribution of treasure. In the 1990s, the Thoreau UU Congregation 
in Stafford developed a fair-share giving guide that the UUA embraced. It recognizes that people have different 
capacities to give, and suggests a range for an annual pledge based on individual circumstance. It is both voluntary 
and accepted as an honor system. The fair-share calculation is not shared even with the visiting stewards. A de-
scription is posted on our Web site at www.emersonhouston.org/FairShare. 

 

Following their wildly successful 2017 showing, the Citizens’ Environmental Coalition is proud to bring the Wild 

& Scenic Film Festival on Tour, one of the largest environmental film festivals in North America, back to Houston 

for the fourth year for two nights: January 24 and 25, 2018! 
 

You’re invited to join them at the 2018 W&SFF On Tour to be held at the historic River Oaks Theatre, where up 

to 450 patrons each night will enjoy about 10 different films each night highlighting the latest environmental is-

sues. The selected films showcase the links between beauty, environment, adventure, quality of life, and action. 
 

By showing these films, CEC is working to connect individuals and organizations to create a stronger Gulf Coast 

environmental community. 

 

To learn more, please contact rachel@cechouston.org or (713) 524-4232 for more information, or check out the 

Facebook event page for the latest scoop. Early bird tickets available until January 10, 2018 on Eventbrite. 
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http://www.emersonhouston.org/FairShare
mailto:rachel@cechouston.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/461621734215241/?acontext=%7B%22action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22surface%22%3A%22dashboard%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22calendar_tab_event%22%2C%22extra_data%22%3A%22%5b%5d%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref%22%3A1%2C%22source%22%3A2%7D
https://cec2018wsff.eventbrite.com/


We received $307.25 from Amazon during 

2016 and $229.94 in 2017. Emerson receives 

about 6% rebated when shoppers use our 

special hyperlink to browse Amazon.com. 

Use the special “Amazon for Emerson” link 

near the bottom of every e-blast. Details 

about Amazon, Randalls and other rebates 

are at: www.emersonhouston.org/donate 

Sunday, Jan. 7, 2018, at 2 p.m.  

The event will include highlights of the basis for care of the earth from several faith traditions and a short presen-

tation on the top ten free environmental stewardship resources for houses of worship. Location TBD. Co-

sponsored by Emerson Ministry for Earth and First UU Church Climate Action/Protection Team. 

Ministry for Earth invites you to volunteer at Urban Harvest’s 18th Annual Fruit Tree 
Sale on Saturday, January 13, 2018 at the Houston Community College West Loop 
Parking Lot, 5601 West Loop S, Houston, TX 77081, from 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. (or until 
sold out). Details at http://urbanharvest.org/fruit-tree-sale. Volunteers needed for Friday 8
-12 or 12-4 and Saturday 7-1 or 1-4. Sign up at http://urbanharvest.org/fts/volunteer. 
Bonus: Volunteers can order trees in advance. 
 
Not only does this sale provide high quality 

fruit trees for individuals, schools, and community gardens—it 
popularizes and publicizes the growing of fruit trees and provides 
education about what works here and what doesn’t. Fruit trees have 
many advantages for the grower: improved diet, cheaper organic and 
tasty food, low-labor food production, carbon sequestration, erosion 
control, shade, and beauty. The sale raises about $50,000 for Urban 
Harvest’s many valuable programs: Youth Education, Farmers’ 
Markets, Community Gardens, and Adult Classes in gardening and 
sustainability. 

©Urban Harvest 

Ushers provide vital services in preparing the Sanctuary, 
welcoming the congregation, and collecting the offering 
each Sunday. Please consider volunteering as an usher one 
Sunday a month or every other month. Ushering is a very 

easy way for you to 
help serve our beloved 
church with very little 
effort. 
 
To volunteer, please 
see David before or 
after service or e-mail 
him at 
david@euucusher.org. 
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Greg Han: Welcome to today’s “Breaking Bread, Breaking Ground.” Today’s invocation is given by seven 
representatives from seven faith traditions. They are members of Interfaith Ministries’ staff, Board, and 
community partners. They are non-profit professionals, business people, pastors, physicians. They are Christian, 
Jewish, Unitarian-Universalist, Jain, Hindu, Sikh, and Muslim. And while they are representative, let me be very 
clear: they are not exhaustive of the rich variety of faith traditions here in this room or in our city. From A to Z, 
Ahmadi Muslim to Zoroastrian, Houston has them all.  
  
We welcome: 
The Rev. Dr. James Bankston, United Methodist Minister and Former Chair of the Board 
Ms. Jodi Bernstein, Vice-President of Interfaith Relations & Community Partnerships here at Interfaith Ministries 
The Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange, Pastor, Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church and Member of the Board 
Mr. Swatantra Jain, Member of the Board 
Ms. Meghna Goswami, Senior Program Officer for the Houston Endowment 
Dr. Sippi Khurana, Member of the Board 
Mr. Shaukat Zakaria, current Vice Chair and incoming Chair of the Board 
  
We are grateful for the wisdom and work of “Three Wise Men" and we ask that we be blessed with the 
continuation of their work and the values that have driven them. May this Plaza be a constant reminder of their 
work and an inspiration to those who follow as leaders in making Houston a “Community of Respect.” 
 
The Rev. Dr. Jim Bankston (Christian): Please join me in prayer. We give thanks for the spirit of life, for the 
spirit of wisdom, for in thanksgiving we see our reliance upon you, O God, and through you we come to see 
our reliance upon each other. We cannot do any of our work alone; we need one another.  
  
Ms. Jodi Bernstein (Jewish):  We give thanks for the call to serve, for in giving we are called to share; in 
goodness, we are called to be good; in grace, we are called to be more graceful. Service is an act of joy, sharing is 
an act of love. Let us always invite more and more people to join us in our work. 
 
The Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange (Unitarian-Universalist): We give thanks for the call to be seekers of 
justice and mercy. Interfaith Ministries, in welcoming the stranger and feeding the hungry, draws upon deeply 
held convictions that unite us: to fight for the disenfranchised, to stand with the outcast, to welcome those who 
are strangers and make them friends.  
  
Mr. Swatantra Jain (Jain): We give thanks for Interfaith Ministries, that for over 50 years we have served 
Greater Houston to feed, to welcome, to convene, to connect, to heal. We are grateful for those who blazed the 
trail that we now walk. We know that what we do now is only possible because of the work of courageous and 
visionary leaders. Thank you. 
  
Ms. Meghna Goswami (Hindu): We give thanks for the unity we share in diversity. A jewel is united in its 
essence and substance, but when light shines through it shows its sparkle, its colors, its glow. Let us be united in 
our substance, and may the light of truth and love spread our many colors across this city, our country, our world. 
  
Dr. Sippi Khurana (Sikh): We give thanks for the call for respect. Let us look at one another, regardless of who 
we are or what we believe, as people worthy of respect and understanding. Let us resist those voices and actions 
that would lead us down a path of disdain, of contempt, of arrogance. Let Interfaith Ministries, and this Plaza of 
Respect, be a place of learning and a beacon and symbol of hope. 
  
Mr. Shaukat Zakaria (Muslim):  It is true that we are of different faiths, that we come from different places and 
speak different languages, that we have our own ideas and different points of view. It is also true that we are 
united in heeding the call to love, to honor, and to work for a better world.  
 
May this breaking of bread, and the breaking of ground for this Plaza of Respect, be a festive occasion, and a sign 
of great days to come. And let us all say: AMEN. 

(Continued from page 2—Revels) 
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January is named for the Roman God Janus, god of beginnings and transitions.  He has two faces—one looking 
back and one looking forward.  This bidirectional orientation describes well our place in life—in-between the past 
and the future. 
 
We are products of our past. Our DNA shapes us, as do our experiences, often learned at the feet of our failures. 
But we are also products of our vision of the future.  Our own callings in life shape us.  What we want to do (even 
if we haven’t yet done it), who we yearn to be, shape us into the person we are today. It matters what we focus on, 
what we do, what we work for.  
 
So we are always in the state of becoming. We’re always in-between. It’s a scary place.  “It’s like being between 
trapezes,” says American writer Marilyn Ferguson. “It’s Linus when his blanket is in the dryer.  There’s nothing to 
hold on to.” 
 
Even we religious liberals who tout the glories of the unfettered open mind find solace in our own status quos, 
often unrecognized as such. It’s that place between what was and what is not-yet that creates anxiety, sometimes so 
much that we don’t move into the new vision.  
 
As the new year emerges, we are not unlike the god Janus, looking both back and forward at the same time. May 
your (and our) new year be full of possibility, pulling us toward who we need to be and what we need to do. 
 
 
 
 
Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister  

who are not members learned about our program from the internet and 
from friends. The following is a list of our eight Saturday teachers: Norbert 
Welk, Geraldine Shawa, Vanessa Sanchez, Theresa Velez, Erika Sosa, April 
Sears, Ellie Chaikind and Sherry Snyder. 
 
125 Students were Given Places in Six Classes But 20 Students were 
Turned Away 
Of the 145 students who registered in September, the 20 students who 
tested into the Level 4 class were not given a class to attend because a 
teacher volunteer could not be found. We hope to have a full roster of 
teacher volunteers this semester. 
 
 

Chili Cook-Off Fundraiser in November was a Success 
Thanks to all of the participants in the Second Annual ESL Program 
Fundraiser Chili Cook-Off in November. Approximately $2,000 was raised 
to fund the books, childcare and administrative expenses of the program. 
Thanks to the following chili cooks and dessert cooks who participated. 
The competition winners were: 
Meat Chili winners were 1st Place Megan and Robert Kidwell, 2nd Place 
Noah Sears, 3rd Place Michelle Corron. 

(Continued from page 1—ESL) 

(Continued on next page) 
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Vegetarian Chili winners were 1st Place Kenny Jones, 2nd Place Cory Eckert and 3rd Place Bradley 
and April Smith. 
Sweets Category winners were 1st Place Carol Trout, 2nd Place Catherine Bomba-Bloom and 3rd Place Alex 
Flores.  

Vo
lun

tee
rs!

 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR JANUARY REGISTRATION ON JANUARY 20! 
Please contact Deborah Landis or Lisa Rockett for information about helping with student 

registration on January 20: dlandis570@aol.com or llrockett@gmail.com. 

mailto:dlandis570@aol.com
mailto:Dlandis570@aol.com
mailto:llrockett@gmail.com


Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Join Emerson Sunday - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about 
Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 12:30 
p.m.  Next Class:  January 14 
 
Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the 

event. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, January 16 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

 

Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

