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In chaotic times, tradition can
be a real comfort – thank
goodness for our upcoming
beloved tradition of the Emerson year- UNICEF Carnival!
This annual event raises over
a thousand dollars to help
grow healthy children and
families around the world.
On Sunday, October 29, we
will have all the ol' games and
amusements, plus perhaps a few special surprises up our
sleeves!

Please join us for our
Annual Emerson Fall Social
Saturday, October 14, 2017
Westwood Hall at Emerson





Appetizers start at 5:30 p.m.
Potluck dinner
Margarita machine
Dance floor and DJ—he’s great with kids
and will play anything we ask him to
play! 6 - 9 p.m.

Dozens and dozens of Emersonians come together to
make this event happen. You can help Friday night, Sunday
morning, or Sunday afternoon, with a few opportunities on
the Sundays leading up to the event. See our signups in The
Gathering Place or in the weekly E-blast to help grow the
joy!

If you have ideas for entertainment, email Ruth
at ruthalkons@gmail.com. To sign up for the
potluck, click here!

*Volunteer to help at one of our booths—see our online
signup.

This is a fun and important date for Emersonians of all ages! You won't want to miss it!

*Go through your home’s bookshelves and toy boxes and
quiet corners—got any gently-used toys, books, or movies
to donate to our Trading Post? This is the wonderful place
where children turn in their game winnings!
*Consider what
you might bake
for our Cake
Walk! And remember, it does
not have to be a
cake! Did somebody say
lasagna?
-Katy

•Remembering Dorothy Rosenberger, pg. 2
•Rebuilding Together Houston, pg. 6

Harvey Relief Fund
And other ways you can help!
For more information, please visit this
website.

*NEW*
Hurricane Flood Support Group
Sundays through November 5 at 12:30 p.m.
in Room 208.

•UniTunes Coffeehouse, pg. 5
•Shop Local Craft Fair, pg. 7

Life does not proceed according to plan, does it? Who of us would have anticipated
that, for the second time in a row, a church year would begin with such sadness? Of
course, last year, the sadness was specific to our congregation with the sudden death
of Co-Minister Mark. This year, the sorrow is widespread. So many people have been
impacted by Harvey. Our hearts bleed for our city, indeed our region.

Revels

I keep reminding folks that everyone of us has been through a traumatic event. The incredible (as in defying
credibility) pictures of rising waters, the moving images of dramatic or touching rescues, the nervous watching
and waiting, the sleepless nights. And now the mounds of debris in front of our neighbors’ homes. There is a
heaviness in the very atmosphere.
Of course, if your house flooded, you know you’ve been through a trauma, a trauma that will not resolve itself
quickly. There is very real grief at what has been lost. For, as I’ve said before, our “stuff” is not just things, but the
stuff of our lives, much of it precious, much of it memory-laden. And the stress of dealing with all the details that
have to be attended to in the aftermath can feel overwhelming. To have practical help in such a time is critical.
And I am so proud of how our members have stepped up to help those whose homes were flooded. Jane ZachritzHolt and the Rebuild folks - you are heroes!
It appears that somewhere between thirty and forty families within our congregation were flooded. We are still
trying to gather information so that we can reach out. PLEASE IF YOU WERE FLOODED, let us know and IF YOU
HAVE RELOCATED, please give us your new address. We will be receiving substantial funds from the UUA/UUSC
Harvey Relief Fund to assist our members within the next few weeks. Watch for details about how to apply for
that assistance. In the meantime, if you have an immediate need that a couple hundred bucks would assist with,
please let me know. Money is available in the Minister’s Benevolence Fund.
At times like these we need one another more than ever. For practical assistance, of course, but also to communicate to one another how much we care. And, everyone of us, those affected and those not, can find ways to do
that. Even if you can’t help rip out drywall or carry a soggy mess to the curb, you can give a hug, wipe a tear, cook
a meal, wash clothes, send a card, share a chocolate bar, say “I’m so sorry this happened to you” - you get the idea.
AND we can come together to bolster one another’s spirits and have some simple FUN! Saturday, October 14, we
will gather our beloved community for our potluck Fall Social. There will be ABSOLUTELY NO church business
conducted, no informational presentation - nothing but shared food, shared hugs, and a shared good time. The
organizers and I have some (we think) delightful surprises in store. Come, all of you please. We need to be together. Even if you can’t bring food, come. There will be plenty to go around, I have no doubt! And, if you hadn’t
yet had a time to chat with our Transitional Assistant Minister, Sam Schaal, this will be your chance. (Check out
his column elsewhere in the newsletter, also.)
In lots of faith and gobs of affection,

Remembering Dorothy Rosenberger
by Adrian Rodriguez

On August 24, 2017, Dorothy Rosenberger—Emerson’s former Director of
Music (1985 -2002)—passed away at the age of 94. I never met Dorothy
Rosenberger, but I most certainly have come to know much about her
through the legacy, the pieces of her spirit she left behind, and the smiles her
memory brings in those that knew her.
(Continued on page 4)
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Sunday Morning Schedule
Summer Sunday Schedule
9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins
10 a.m. Adult Ed • 11 a.m. Worship • 11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming

Please join us on Sundays for Worship service.
October 1 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Nurturing the Spirit, Healing the World
What is Unitarian Universalism all about anyway? What holds us together in this non-creedal faith? Why do
Unitarian Universalist churches exist in the first place?
October 8 - Rev. Samuel Schaal—”Growing A Soul”
The quest for truth has been a value of our Unitarian Universalist faith for centuries. It is not merely a quest for
knowledge, but also an adventure in spiritual growth. Channing called it self-culture. We might call it growing a
soul.
October 15 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Lessons Learned from Harvey
No, not the benign, albeit mischievous, imaginary rabbit in the film classic starring Jimmy Stewart, but the
extremely destructive Gulf hurricane we experienced just weeks ago. Some lessons are obvious; some others,
maybe less so.
October 22 - Randy Partain —Why Are We Still Talking about God?
Religious freedom is still a major topic of public conversation, and yet it's often clouded by the myriad definitions
that people have when they start using religious language. Is "language of reverence" the most effective way to
express UU principles with integrity?
October 29 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Is There Sex in Heaven?
What do Unitarian Universalists think about the afterlife? Do we believe in one – and, if so, what would it be like?
This being the day of our annual UNICEF Halloween carnival, everyone is invited to wear a costume to church.
And – bonus – Emerson’s Intergenerational Orchestra will play!

Adult Religious Education Overview

October 1 - Cathedral of the World – Rev. Sam
In the 2017 – 2018 church year, we plan to offer programming Schaal - In this session we’ll encounter the Cato include:
thedral of the World, from a text by the late UU
•The spirituality encompassing life’s Big Questions such as minister the Rev. Dr. Forrest Church. We will
Birth, Coming of Age, Adulthood, Parenting, and Aging
experience both the diversity and the unity of
including a look at how other faith traditions deal with such
our free faith, and consider a new definition of
questions; How we might live out our UU Values in terms of our the traditional words Unitarian and Universalist
personal lifestyles and consumers;
with inspiration from an old Buddhist story.
•A look at social justice issues through a lens of a “Social
October 8 – Living One’s UU Values – Robin
Gospel” – What does our UU history, traditions, and approach
McElfresh—Personal Choices Make a Difference.
“call” us to do? Some issues to be explored are the dismantling October 15 – The Return of the Unof white privilege, class divisions, economic inequality, refugee Conversation! - Kenny Jones - This is a converand immigrant justice, and climate justice.
sational session, the topic to be determined by
•An exploration of Emerson as a “Welcoming
those present.
Congregation” – How are we doing in welcoming diverse
October 22 – Tahirih Justice Center for their
communities? Some possible areas to explore in a panel or
Children’s Border Project – Come learn about
open format are young adults, families, the elderly, gender and the important work of this Emerson Outreach
sexual preference diversity, the politically conservative, and the recipient.
disabled community.
October 29 – A Social Gospel – Kenny Jones •The Un-conversation format will be brought back as the
What’s a UU to do? This week we will look at
Adult RE offering to allow for discussion on a wide range of
what’s involved with having “Class Conversatopics to be selected by those that participate.
tions”.

Wheel of Life

Our thoughts and prayers are with these Emerson families
who suffered flooding damage. We’ve tried to compile a
complete list, but have likely left some off. If you or someone
in Emerson you know has been flooded and not listed here, as well as any other
corrections or updates you might have, please let the office know. Thank you.

Laura Banfield & Dan Kirkpatrick
Anna Louise Bruner
Katy & Josh Carpman
Dick Cheney & Carolyn Truesdell
Mark Collins & Christel EricksonCollins
Shirley Coster
Gabe & Betsy Gelb
Susan & Mark Green
Robert & Beverly Hanson

Beth Hill
Katherine & Robert Hodge
Carole & Larry Huelbig
Frances Jones
Jane Joseph
Kay Kamas & Jim Porter
Clara Kosloff
Deborah & Lester Landis
Nancy & Stephen Lipp
Robin McElfresh
Ann & David May
Doug & Cheryl Mohn

Jennifer Norten & Mark Routbort
Ellen Norton
Susanna Painter
Glenn & Carmen Roberts
Philip & Judith Richardson
Kristen & Brad Rush
Betsey Sevy
Zena Taylor & Robert Little
Carol Trout
Becky Vance & Cletus Lee
Mary Wells

We also hold Deborah Landis and her father Earnie Wotring in our hearts. Earnie suffered a fall in Oklahoma,
fracturing his pelvis and arm. He is recovering from surgery that followed. Deborah made a trip to help care for
him and is now back among us.

(Continued from page 2—Remembering Dorothy Rosenberger)

After joining the staff as Director of Music, I began digging through our music library to gain a sense of the culture
of music that preceded me. To my surprise, I found box after box of music by Bach, Mendelssohn, Handel, and
Haydn. These composers and their music are the foundation of the choral music tradition. Their works are stately
and powerful. They are deeply valued and respected among musicians and adored by music lovers. As it turned
out, my sentiments about those composers were echoed in the sentiments for Mrs. Rosenberger from those that
knew her.
In the corner of the chancel is a rare gem that most churches do not own: a harpsichord. They are expensive, hard
to find, and require a special skillset to play beautifully. Harpsichords, however, are the heart of some of music’s
greatest works. Though generally reserved for older music from four centuries ago, it is the instrument that paved
the way for the modern-day piano that we enjoy each Sunday and changed the path of music-making. Dorothy and
her persistence brought us that harpsichord. She was champion of the arts and champion for Emerson.
Dorothy’s high profile in Houston’s classical music scene brought much attention to Emerson. Our highly regarded musical instruments—including the harpsichord— attracted top-level artists to perform at Emerson for
the Tuesday Musical Club and the Houston Harpsichord Society. She also served as Board of Directors for both
organizations. In 1999 Dorothy was appointed to a six-person National Review Commission to raise the standard
of music in UU churches. This body would approve all new anthems and hymns.
In speaking with many of the church members who knew her, each in their own way honored the strength of
Dorothy’s personality and her passion for music. Dorothy brought to Emerson a long history of excellence as a
performer and music director. In many ways, the current tradition of excellence in our own music department
rests on the shoulders of Dorothy Rosenberger. She worked diligently for the Emerson congregation and was joyful in the opportunity to make music for them. And as the harpsichord is for music, she remains at the heart of this
church and its many great musical moments. While she is no longer with us today, I am deeply grateful for her
foundation for worship music at Emerson and the path she paved.
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October Share-the-Plate—ANSWER-Nepal

The Outreach Committee has designated 75% of the October
plate offering to go to ANSWER-Nepal. ANSWER is a nonprofit, non-partisan, non-religious organization that believes
in empowering low caste children by providing quality education through college. Their stated mission is to educate
children from the lowest
castes and provide them
with real lifelong careers so
that they will be come the
vanguard for real change in
Nepal. As usual 25% of donations go to Meals on
Wheels.

Share-the-Plate Nominations
The Outreach Committee is asking for nominations for 2018 recipients of our Share the Plate monthly offerings by October 31.
If you know of a worthy organization, large or small, the Outreach Committee hopes you will fill out the two-page
nomination form for an organization to be considered as a recipient of 75% of the Plate collected for one month in
2018. Nomination forms will be available in the Gathering Place every Sunday after church and will shortly be
available through the church website. If you have questions or wish to return a completed form, committee members include Jane Collins, Carolyn Truesdell, Karen Ostrum George, Lori Reeder and Edna Kelly.

UniTunes Coffeehouse - First Show – Danny Schmidt and Carrie Elkin
Danny Schmidt and Carrie Elkin have amorous chemistry – a romantic partnership and a musical partnership that
works magic on stage. Danny is best known for his riveting poetic lyrics, which have been compared to Leonard
Cohen and Townes Van Zandt. Carrie is best known for her incredibly soulful and dynamic vocals. Come enjoy this
wonderful evening with us on Saturday, October 7 at 7:30 p.m. at the Emerson Sanctuary, as usual! Doors open
at 7 p.m. Tickets are available at unitunescoffeehouse.org, or at the door by cash/ check.
UniTunes Season Tickets still available! Peter Mayer in the Spring!
UniTunes season tickets are still available now until our first show on Oct 7. Season tickets are quite a deal - $80
for 8 shows, and your tickets are transferable to anyone you wish if you cannot make a show. See our great lineup this far, which includes the return of Caroline Aiken and Peter Mayer, as well new wonderful new artists!
You can get tickets by credit card/ PayPal at our new webpage where you can also learn more about our nonprofit original music concert series. Or if you wish, you can hand us a check or cash at the door at the first performance. You can even send us a check! Make out your check to “UniTunes Coffeehouse” and send it to us at:
Elizabeth Hill, 10103 Cliffwood Drive, Houston, Tx 77035
Questions? Send us an email at our new email address.
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Transitional Thoughts
by Rev. Samuel Schaal
Transitional Assistant Minister

As I begin my transitional ministry with you (for one and hopefully two years), it’s an honor to serve on your ministry team during these times. As a member of the UUA Interim Ministry Guild I help congregations move through
change to prepare for new possibilities. I am here to help the church navigate the transition following the death
last September of your co-minister Mark, and support pastoral needs following the flood. I will also help leadership in working out a staffing model to support the church’s ministries—whether that be an ongoing assistant
minister or another position. My portfolio includes:





Pastoral care, supporting our Lay Pastoral Ministry Team
Welcome and inclusion of guests and newcomers, creating a pathway to membership, supporting our
Membership Committee
Increasing generosity to fund church ministries, supporting our Stewardship Team
Assisting in preaching to help maintain a consistent pulpit presence through the year

My first career was in corporate public relations and communications. My journey in our faith began at First Unitarian Church of Dallas in the mid-1980s with my then-wife and two young children. They supported me and my
family powerfully as I came out as gay. That journey intensified my calling to ministry in the mid-1990s.
Pursuing transitional ministry, I’ve served congregations from Milwaukee to Houston (having served Bay Area UU
Church here five years ago) and several places in-between. I’ve grown passionate about stewardship. I recently
worked in a fee-based fiduciary financial planning practice for one year. My volunteer activities include serving
on the board of the Grief and Loss Center of North Texas that provided grief and loss support at no cost. Dallas is
home base, where I keep up with my grown sons and their families, including five of the cutest grandchildren
you’ve ever seen (except yours, of course) in Tyler and Fort Worth.
I have long admired the ministry of Becky and Mark, so I appreciate the opportunity to be here now with Becky
and with you, as we walk together in ministry.

Rebuilding Together Houston

Emerson UU's 57th Rebuilding Together Houston project is almost here! On the Saturdays of October 21 and
28 (9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.) we will be renovating a house that needs a little TLC and helping an elderly or disabled
Houstonian living below the poverty line. We understand that many members of our own congregation have
been impacted by Hurricane Harvey, but we felt that it was important to maintain our involvement with this important program that does so much for Houston. Ever since the hurricane hit, Rebuilding Together Houston has
been sending out crews to gut homes that have been impacted and our own crews have been doing the same for
members of Emerson. The need is even greater now, though, for us to continue our work in the wider community.
There are many ways to help on this project – scraping, painting, window replacement, minor carpentry – and
you may learn a skill or two that will greatly enrich your own life. You can come either Saturday and for all or
part of each day. Lunch, water and soft drinks will be provided. If you would like to volunteer, please let us
know which day you would like to help out. Friends, family, co-workers - they are all invited to help. I
know that we have some folks who actually bring their own crews! We just need to know who is on your
crew so we can plan for lunches.
If you do have home building or home improvement skills, please let us know your specialty so our crew chief,
Leo Vandermeulen, knows in advance. We are also looking for someone who has had first aid training within the
last 1-2 years who can be on-hand for either Saturday. If you can act in this capacity, please let us know.
We will receive our house assignment two weeks before the project and will provide everyone with the address
and a map. To learn more about Rebuilding Together Houston, please visit the this website.
Please sign up in the Gathering Place or you can email Jane Zachritz. We look forward to working with you!

6

ESL Program Update - Fall Semester

Our hugely popular English as a Second Language program will continue
this fall, albeit at a cut back pace.
Due to the devastation caused by Hurricane Harvey to the lives and
property of many of our volunteers—as well as many of our students—
we will not be offering Tuesday and Thursday evening classes, and our
Saturday afternoon classes will be limited to Levels: Basic, 1, 2, and
3. No Level 4 (advanced) class will be offered.
Also, the usual 14-week semester will be shortened to 10 weeks, starting October 7 and ending on December 16.
We hope that hurricane victims will soon be able to recover and put
their lives back together and that brighter days will lie ahead as we plan
to resume our normal operations in the 2018 Spring Semester. For any
questions e-mail Lisa Rockett, ESL program director.

Calling all Crafters, Makers, Artists, etc!

Emerson will hold its 3rd Shop Local Craft Fair on Sunday, December
3. We look forward to seeing all the wonderful items! If you would
like to participate, please contact Beth Hammer or Robin McElfresh.
We look forward to seeing all the wonderful items!

Emerson UU Outreach Committee

The Emerson UU Outreach Committee enthusiastically announces a donation of $20,000 from Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church to Tahirih
Justice Center-Houston for continuation of their Children’s Border Project. Originally established and funded in 2014 for three years by Laura
and John Arnold, with Emerson’s help the Children’s Border Project will
continue providing services of specialized , holistic legal and social services to unaccompanied refugee children in search of legal protection in
the United States. Through Tahirih, refugee children are provided a sense
of courage and hope as they access lifesaving legal protections. Tahirih is
proud to be working as a partner with Emerson to rise to the challenge of
creating a humanitarian response to the need for justice for child refugees.
The Emerson UU Outreach Committee was established in January 2015 to
implement Unitarian Universalist principles in the world outside our
church, using Board-approved moneys from the Emerson Endowment
Fund. Inspired by Mark Edmiston-Lange, Emerson’s late co-minister, to
look for needs that are consistent with our tradition of supporting causes
that others may shy away from, the Committee previously selected Texas
Impact and Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast as grant recipients. Emerson
UU Church provided two $25,000 grants to Texas Impact to advocate for
quality, affordable health insurance for all Texans. Emerson’s leadership
enabled Texas Impact to solicit additional significant financial contributions from other faith groups. Emerson donated $25,000 to Planned Parenthood Gulf Coast to establish Reaching Beyond Our Walls, actively engaging Houston faith leaders as moral authorities for PPGC’s health care
services and outreach efforts as well as expanded publicity. In addition,
Emerson supported its own ESL classes with Outreach funds.

Emerson Activities
Stitchers
Every Wednesday, 11 a.m. in Delaney
Hall.
Emerson Choir
No audition needed. Rehearsals on
Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. Contact
Adrian Rodriguez
LGBT+Allies Emersonians Potluck
Lunch
Sunday, October 8, in Room 209, at
12:15 p.m. More information
Sandwiches for SEARCH Thursday,
October 12, at 10:30 a.m. in Westwood
Hall. Contact: Mary Ann Rusk
Emerson Poetry Group Sunday,
October 15, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204.
Ministry for Earth
Next meeting takes place Sunday,

Book Clubs
MEN’S
Monday, October 16,
6:30 p.m. at La Madeleine
(10001 Westheimer Rd.)
Book: A Question of Blood by
Ian Rankin.
Contact: Gabe Gelb

WOMEN’S
Wednesday, October 18,
7:30 p.m. in the Library.
Book: What She Ate: Six Remarkable Women And the
Food Tells Their Stories by
Laura Shapiro
Contact: Jill Rose

DAYTIME
Thursday, October 19, 10
a.m. in the Library.
Book: The Promise by Ann
Weisgarber.
Contact: Dave Bergt

For more information about the Children’s Border Project, please attend a special presentation at Adult Religious Education on October 22. Also see this website.
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Becky Edmiston-Lange, Minister
1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057
713-782-8250
emersonhouston.org
facebook.com/emersonhouston
twitter.com/emersonhouston

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson.
Join Emerson Sunday - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation
about Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the
Library at 12:30 p.m. Next Class: October 8
Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org at
least five days before the event.

Stay Connected!
emersonhouston.org

PR News

Please send all submissions for the
E-blast, Order of Service and website
weekly by Tuesdays to
pr@emersonhouston.org.

facebook.com/emersonhouston
twitter.com/emersonhouston
meetup.com/emersonseekers

Next Newsletter deadline is:
Tuesday, October 17

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.”

