
the emersonian 
Walk to Feed the Hungry 
On Saturday, November 4 (8 a.m. - noon), Emerson will participate in the Walk to Feed the Hungry at 

the Houston Zen Center in the Heights.  To find out more about the walk and to sign up, please visit this 

website, select "Teams" and then select "Emerson UU". Can't make the walk, but want to contribute? 

Be a "Spirit" Walker!  
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UUA Relief Fund 

Application— 

Deadline Extended! 
If you suffered flood damage, we 
invite you to consider applying for 
benevolent funds from a block 
grant we received from our Uni-
tarian Universalist Association for 
those in our congregation who 
need financial assistance for flood 
restoration. The grant is modest, 
but if you’re having trouble financ-
ing some portion of your flood re-
covery, let us know and we’ll con-
sider your request. The extended 
deadline for application 
is Sunday, November 12. Apply 
online.  
 

Hurricane Flood 

Support Group  
The Emerson UU Lay Pastoral 
Ministry Team set up a support 
group for members (and friends) 
whose homes were flooded. Our 
next meeting will be on Sunday, 
November 5, at 12:30 p.m. in 
Room 208. For more information, 
please visit this link. 

http://www.firstgiving.com/BuddhistGlobalRelief/2017-houston-texas-walk-to-feed-the-hungry
http://www.firstgiving.com/BuddhistGlobalRelief/2017-houston-texas-walk-to-feed-the-hungry
http://www.emersonhouston.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuA5rmeeVxJXZ5c6D7eYapF4diRX8fCdBCXn7WzyLGKlJRTQ/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfuA5rmeeVxJXZ5c6D7eYapF4diRX8fCdBCXn7WzyLGKlJRTQ/viewform
http://emersonhouston.org/harvey-help
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Usher Volunteers Wanted 
Ushers provide vital services in preparing the Sanctuary, welcoming the congregation, and collecting the offering 
each Sunday. Please consider volunteering as an usher one Sunday a month or every other month. Ushering is a 
very easy way for you to help serve our beloved church with very little effort. 
To volunteer, please see David before or after service or e-mail him at david@euucusher.org. 

Article written on October 17, 2017 
I think I have fallen in love!  He is quite the looker – blonde hair, big blue eyes, a charming 
smile.  And he seems so open to new experiences, curious and engaged with life.  But one of 
the best parts is that he loves to dance!  (And, just so you know, his older brother is a 
charmer, too!) 

 
If you were at the Fall Social on October 14, you know who I ‘m talking about.  His name is Luke - the youngest 
child of Emerson members Katie and Kent, younger brother to James. Luke cuts a mean rug.  He and James and I, 
along with several other beautiful children and adults, had a great time moving to the music that night.  Luke stole 
everyone’s heart, I think.  I mean he can barely stand up and yet he was grooving!  Of course, Mom Katie helped 
some.  
 
The whole point of the evening was to have some fun together after all that we’ve been through in the wake of 
Harvey.  I want to thank everyone who made it such fun – lots of good food, good libations, good conversation – 
and good dancing!  Maybe a little too much dancing on my part.  I had slipped and fallen on my left knee at a meet-
ing at another church earlier in the week (water on a linoleum floor) and was favoring that knee, such that two 
hours straight of dancing put my right hip a little out of joint.  So now I’m limping.  (Yeah, I know I have to get it 
checked out - going to the doc today as a matter of fact; but, still, it was worth it!) 
 
Monday evening, October 16, saw a different kind of party in Westwood Hall.  Emerson hosted a lecture by the 
Rev. Barry Lynn, Executive Director of Americans United for Church and State (AU) that night. Preceding the lec-
ture there was a small reception for community leaders, the Houston AU Board and Clergy Advisory Board (on 
which I serve), and others.  The Rev. Lynn is retiring after twenty-five years of indefatigable defense of the princi-
ple of religious liberty – the right of every person to believe or not believe according to their own conscience – 
and the constitutional principle of separation of church and state – that the government does not favor one faith 
over another or promote religion over non-religion. 
 
The Rev. Lynn has probably spoken at hundreds of Unitarian Universalist congregations over his 25 year tenure 
at Americans United (AU). It is natural that AU would find a welcoming venue in UU churches, since one of the 
founding tenets of our faith tradition is freedom of conscience.  AU and the UUA have allied innumerable times 
over the years in legislative and judicial battles when religious liberty has been in jeopardy.  It was a honor to host 
Lynn’s Houston farewell appearance.  But it was also a reminder of how gravely these principles are at risk under 
the current administration and of the need for continued opposition on the part of those who understand that re-
ligious freedom is the cornerstone of a just and equitable society.  If the current administration gets its way, vari-
ous kinds of blatant discrimination would be sanctioned simply by arguing that it violated one’s religious beliefs.   
For example, an anti-abortion boss could deny you contraceptive coverage in your employee health plan or a ho-
mophobic restauranteur could deny you and your same-sex lover service simply by saying it was “against their 
religion.”  I commend AU to you. 
 
Two very different parties.  But connected by care and concern.  Care and concern for one another within our 
walls; and, care and concern for all people.   
 
In faith and affection, 

Revels 

mailto:david@euucusher.org


Summer Sunday Schedule 

9:45 a.m. Professional Childcare Begins    

10 a.m. Adult Ed •  11 a.m. Worship  •  11:15 a.m. Children’s Programming  

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Adult Religious Education Overview 
The Adult Religious Education program is held in Room 205/205 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.  

 
November 5—What We Know About What We Don’t, presented by Gabe Gelb  
David Eagleman, a neuroscientist and New York Times bestselling author, has declared himself a “possibilian.”  He 
argues that taking either a theist or atheist perspective ignores the lack of conclusive evidence for either point of 
view and could isolate us from bigger questions and bigger answers than we are as yet able to address – but we 
will delve into them. 
 
November 12—Class and Classism from a UU perspective, Part 1, presented by Kenny Jones 
An overview of the Class and Classism in UU Congregations curriculum and facilitate a discussion of this 
important topic. 
 
November 19—The Un-conversation, presented by Kenny Jones 
A facilitated discussion of a topic selected by those who participate. 
 
November 26—No meeting 
 
Looking forward to a guest speaker December 10! 
A Big Question Discussion: Death with Dignity, presented by Gary Wederspahn 
Mr. Wederspahn has been an active supporter of the Death-with-Dignity movement, since the 1980s, with the 
Hemlock Society.  He is a board member of Final Exit Network (FEN), a leading national right-to-die organization 
that grew out of the Hemlock Society and he is a member of Compassion & Choices and Exit International.  As a 
life-long advocate of civil and human rights internationally and in the United States, he strongly believes that the 
choice to die on one’s own terms is a basic human right that must be respected and defended. 

Please join us on Sundays for Worship service. 
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November 5 - Rev. Sam Schaal—Healing: Becoming Whole 
Perhaps healing and curing are not the same. One can become whole even when a cure is not possible. Is spiritual 

healing in the practice of our free faith? 
 

November 12 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—None of Us is Free Until . . .  

Unitarian Universalists have for decades professed a vision of an anti-racist, anti-oppressive, multicultural 

society.  And yet many Unitarian Universalists of color do not really feel welcome in our congregations.  Why is 

that?  What does it mean that white folks have the luxury of being “visitors to the struggle”? How are all of us in 

this country and in the UUA steeped in a white supremacy culture?   
 

November 19 - Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Gratitude for the Drama of Life  
Two separate passages from the work of Annie Dillard – together with what might be thought an unlikely source – 
have got me to thinking about the meaning of “thanks-giving.”  The unlikely source?  Well, come find out!  
 

November 26 - April DeConick —Taize Service 
The Taize Community (in Taize, France) has been an international contemplative community advocating for 

peace and justice since 1940. They have created a simple style of worship comprised of music and readings to 

encourage thoughtfulness and a peaceful mind. Our own April DeConick and Stephen Lipp have adapted this 

service for Unitarian Universalists. It's a good way to celebrate the Sunday after Thanksgiving - before we begin 

the December season.  



4 

We are saddened by the death of John (Jack) Eckart, past president of our 
congregation,  who died Saturday, October 3. 
 
We send our sincere condolences to Mary Ann Rusk, whose sister died 
unexpectedly this month. 

 
We send our sympathies to David Nielson who broke his hand. We hope he heals 
quickly and well. 
 
We’re thinking about Ken McLeod and Will Irwin and hope they quickly recover 
from their falls. 
 
Congratulations to Nikki McCorkle on passing her nursing exam! 
 
Congratulations to Matt Griffes and Thaty Soria who were married in Brazil on 
October 7. 
 
Frances Jones had to move after the flood and would like to share her new contact information:  
2121 Tannerhill Dr., Apt. 1153, 77008; 713-863-1685. 

Wheel of Life 

November Share-the-Plate—HATCH Youth 
Hatch Youth is dedicated to empowering lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual 
and allied (LGBTQIA) youth, ages 13-20, to become positive contributors to society by providing a safe social en-
vironment, offering role models and peer support, and sponsoring educational and community outreach opportu-
nities. The goal of the organization is to achieve a climate of societal acceptance and understanding without re-
gard to sexual identity. 
 
Hatch Youth formed in 1987 to meet the needs of sexual-
minority adolescents between the ages of 13 and 20. Today, 
Hatch Youth is a program of the Montrose Center, a nonprofit 
501c3 organization. Hatch Youth was founded in response to 
the request of a lesbian teenager attending the First Unitarian 
Universalist Church for a place where gay and lesbian youth 
could meet, share concerns and support one another.  
 
In its first year, through word-of-mouth promotion, teens at-
tended weekly meetings from not only the Houston area, but 
also Galveston, Kingwood and Victoria. The organization had ups and downs over the next four years and was re-
organized in 1991. Over the years, Hatch Youth has seen continued growth in the number of teens attending and 
community support. Emerson youth have been invited to participate in the annual HATCH prom for the past few 
years. 
  
Hatch Youth holds that being a sexual minority is neither better nor worse than being heterosexual or cisgender 
from moral, psychological or philosophical viewpoints. Naturally, Hatch Youth does not view homosexuality, bi-
sexuality, “non-traditional” gender identity or expression as problems themselves, but deals with the problems 
that may arise for such persons because of homophobia and transphobia in our culture. 

http://www.montrosecounselingcenter.org/
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We received $307.25 from Amazon during 2016. Emerson 

receives about 4% rebated when shoppers use our special 

hyperlink to browse Amazon.com. 

Use the special “Amazon for Emerson” link near the bottom 

of every e-blast. Details about Amazon, Randalls and other 

rebates are at: www.emersonhouston.org/donate 

Stitchers 

Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  in Delaney 
Hall. 
 

Emerson Choir 

No audition needed. Rehearsals on 
Wednesdays from 7-9 p.m. Contact 
Adrian Rodriguez 
 

LGBT+Allies Emersonians Potluck 
Lunch 

Sunday, November 12, in Room 209, at 
12:15 p.m. More information 
 

Sandwiches for SEARCH Thursday, 
November 9, at 10:30 a.m. in Westwood 
Hall. Contact: Mary Ann Rusk 
 

Emerson Poetry Group  Sunday, 
November 19, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204. 
 

Ministry for Earth 

Next meeting takes place Sunday, 
November 26 at 9:45 a.m. in the Library. 

Emerson Activities 

Book Clubs 

Monday, November 
20, 6:30 p.m. at 
La Madeleine (10001 
Westheimer Rd.) 
Book: Thomas Jefferson 
and the Tripoli Pirates: 
The Forgotten War 
That Changed Ameri-
can History by 
Brian Kilmeade 
Contact: Gabe Gelb 

MEN’S 

Wednesday, November 
15, 7:30 p.m.in the 
Library. 
Book: The Storied Life 
of A.J. Fikry by 
Gabrielle Zevin 
Contact: Jill Rose  

WOMEN’S 

Thursday, November 
16, 10 a.m. in the 
Library. 
Book: Hillbilly Elegy by 
J.D. Vance 
Contact: Dave Bergt 

DAYTIME 

Calling all Crafters, Makers, Artists, etc! 
Emerson will hold its Third Shop Local Craft Fair on Sunday, Decem-
ber 3.  If you would like to participate, please contact Beth Hammer 
or Robin McElfresh. We look forward to seeing all the wonderful 
items! 

Movie Night: The Age of Consequences 
Citizens' Climate Lobby local chair Dori Wolfe and Ministry for Earth 

invite you to a movie night Thursday, November 9 in the Sanctuary 

beginning with refreshments and a brief meeting at 6:30 p.m., movie 

at 7:00 p.m. Free and open to all: 

 

The Age of Consequences, (described as “The Hurt Locker meets An 

Inconvenient Truth”) investigates the impacts of climate change on in-

creased resource scarcity, migration, and conflict through the lens of 

US national security and global stability. 

Circle Dinners  
Circle Dinners will be held on Saturday, November 18, 2017. If you 

are already on the list, you will be contacted in early November to 

attend a dinner at one of the hosts' homes. 

 

If you would like to be added to this special group of people who en-

joy getting to know others in our church community, please contact 

me to have your name added. A reminder: These are potluck dinners 

for adults only. 

Questions? Contact Mary Ann Rusk 

http://www.emersonhouston.org/donate
mailto:adrian.euuc@gmail.com
mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
mailto:ggelb@gelbconsulting.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:bethandjohnh@gmail.com
mailto:mcelfreshrobin@att.net
http://theageofconsequences.com/
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
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Transitional Thoughts 
by Rev. Samuel Schaal 
Transitional Assistant Minister 
 
One evening a few weeks ago I returned to my Houston apartment. Walking up to the buildings I noticed several 
balconies had white or colorful lights strung, their brilliance bouncing against the dark night.  “Christmas lights 
already?” I wondered.  Then I heard laughter and realized that several families were out walking, chatting, having 
a festive time. There was a spirit of joy in the air on this (for me) routine midweek evening.   
 
Ah, I realized.  Diwali!—the Hindu festival of lights, commemorating the victory of light over darkness, hope over 
despair. For Hindus in the Northern Hemisphere, Diwali celebrates light just as the days are growing shorter.  
Daylight-Saving Time ends Nov. 5, a time that abruptly (too abruptly!) pulls us toward darkness, when light, even 
here in the southwest, becomes precious.  I don’t enjoy this darkness. But I need it. I need to be nudged into a time 
of reflection and contemplation. 
 
Thanksgiving is around the corner.  Then the winter holidays. Holidays are also holy days, as we are reminded by 
the familiar title of a religious education curriculum for children. Holidays, says the author of that curriculum, are 
time set aside to “give thanks for life’s bounty: harvest, safety, freedom, warmth, or invoke light and gladness for 
overcoming darkness and danger, death and drought.” 
 
In the upcoming holidays, as we consider our blessings and prepare for our festivities, may we use this time apart 
from routine as a sanctified time. Especially amid the difficulties many of us and our neighbors continue to face 
regarding flood restoration, we need holy days. 
 
In the Good News of our Free Faith, 

Gratitude 
 
Each evening one of my sons comes in and gives me a hug before he heads to bed. “Thank you, Mom.” Sometimes 
there’s a specific mention (for a tasty dinner, letting him borrow the car, keeping him alive all these years), but 
more often it’s just a general statement of gratitude. I did not establish this ritual, but it has become a cornerstone 
of my day. 
 
Even if it’s not a daily practice in our lives, gratitude comes front and center with Thanksgiving. And for many of 
us, especially those dealing directly with the aftermath of Hurricane 
Harvey, this will be a different sort of holiday. The silver packed 
away and the dining room under construction, the meal may be a 
simpler affair, or hosted elsewhere. Maybe we throw our hands in 
the air and decide to have a beach weekend instead. As I write this in 
mid-October, my family has yet to agree on our plan—but we are 
genuinely glad to be together and know we will be nourished.  
 
I am so very grateful to all of you who have been supportive of me 
and my family in this challenging time and a big THANK YOU to eve-
ryone who helped make our UNICEF Carnival a success, from work-
ing the booths to baking cakes and buying loads of tickets to support 
children around the world! 
 
Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education 
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Chili Cook-Off & Sweets Challenge Fundraiser 
Emerson's ESL program is having a "Chili Cook-Off & Sweets Challenge" fundraiser on 

Saturday, November 18, from 3:30-7:00 p.m. in Westwood Hall. You're invited to 

participate in the cook-off by either entering as a competitor or attending as a taster. 

 

Donations will be taken at the door to support our ESL program. There is no set fee to 

either participate as a contestant/competitor or just to attend and eat one's way 

through the cook-off. 

 

People can sign up to compete in the meat chili category or the vegetarian chili category or the sweets cate-

gory.  

 

For those interested in competing:  

 12 people will be competing in the Chili competition. A large crock pot is recommended. 

 24 sweet servings is the recommendation though more may be brought. 

 Contestants can wear western wear and/or decorate the space on the table next to their crock pot. 

 Contestant set up time is 2:30-3:30 p.m. on the day of the event. 

  

For more information, please visit our website. 

UU Houston Network: Is Knowledge Our Gospel? 
"Is Knowledge Our Gospel? Can we share it? Join the UU Houston Network and Emerson's ESL Saturday, Novem-

ber 18, 12:30 to 3:30 p.m., followed by ESL's Chili Cook-Off Challenge Fundraiser dinner with our ESL students. 

All are welcome! 

Due to the success of our ESL program, we ask: Can UUs provide education to those who need it? Can our eight 

area churches as a group or individually provide classes to share our gospel? Do we want to? ESL has been a suc-

cessful outreach for Emerson. We will share our experience and talk about outreach programs from other area 

churches. This is a free event with snacks provided. For details see our UU Network rep. Mark Holt or go 

to UUHouston.org for info and to register for the event.  

Pictures from 2016’s Chili Cook-Off 

http://emersonhouston.org/events/chili-cook-off-sweets-challenge-fundraiser/
mailto:holtlsi@aol.com
http://uuhouston.org/


Becky Edmiston-Lange, Senior Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Join Emerson Sunday - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation 

about Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the 

Library at 12:30 p.m.  Next Class:  November 12 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org at 

least five days before the event. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 
Please send all submissions for the 

E-blast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, November 14 

 

Digital version of this newsletter is available on our website, emersonhouston.org under “News & Blog.” 

Daylight-Saving Time Ends! Remember to set your clocks back one hour 

before going to bed the night of November 4th! 

mailto:alejandra@emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

