€IMEISOI UNITARIAN I UNIVERSALIST ChllI'Ch

theemersonian

MONTHLY NEWSLETTER | MAY 2017 ISSURVWW.EMERSONHOUSTON.ORG

From left to right: Kay Bergen, Kenny Jones, Rev. Becky Edmistange, Beryl In Texas, state officials are seek-
Kaminsky, Sally Curimbaba and Christel Colllns ing to remove Planned Parent-

hood from Medicaid, the federal
-state health insurance program
, for low-income people and the

disabled. Planned Parenthood
staff says that there are more
+ than 50 biIIs that will impact

1 STAND

WITH xIT 1T AT80 EAA]I OEAAOA
PLANNID
S NTHOOD :

On Wednesday, April 5, Rev.
Becky EdmistonLange and Em-
erson members and friends
joined 1,500 men and women to
rally in front of the Texas State
Capitol in support of Planned
Parenthood. Dressed in pink,
they spoke out about bills that
target Planned Parenthood and

Rev. Becky EdmistorLange, Chuck Freeman (Director . o .
of Texas UU Justice Ministries) and Wendy Davis. aim to criminalize abortion.

Throughout the event, speakers, including former state

senator Wendy Davis, talked about the potentially devas-
tating consequences for lowincome people, people of

1 color, immigrants and the LGBT community if Planned

Parenthood clinics were gone. Davis said during the rally
that Planned Parenthood is necessary to help women get
critical access to cancer screenings and contraceptives.

After the rally, attendees went into the capitol to educate
legislators on reproductive rights and healthcare issues
and to stop trying to block Planned Parenthood from of-
fering reproductive health services.
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The following Revels is adapted from my Easter
sermon:

. .. Scholars talk of the already but not yet nature of would have our legislators believe,
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followers just had to look around to know that. But,
at the same time, the Kingdom was already there,
happening in their midst when they treated each
other with love and equality. The Kingdom became
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entire world acted in accordance with that

principle, then it would truly be heaven on earth.

We live in the already but not yet time. It is patently
obvious to us how earth is not yet heaven. There
are so many ways in which human society is broke;

were about 35. The Kingdom was already here in

this sanctuary a week ago yesterday when fifty
people showed up for Rapid Raid Response training

so that, should mass deportations start to occur,

they would be ready to stand with undocumented
immigrants and resist. It was already here last
Sunday when progressive Faith Leaders from
around Houston came together to proclaim,
contrary to what conservative religious leaders

there are
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rights groups and religious groups like our UU Voice

for Justice witness in solidarity with our Muslim
sisters and brothers, as we have several times in the

last few months.

AAAAOGOA 11T TTA xAO A
And\ teXdgdrAialdady heBelnfolr middE iben O E
we are there for one another in times of illness,
death and unwanted change; and, when we treat
one another with compassion and kindness even
when we differ. And it is here in every effort that
nurtures and sustains this congregation of memory
and hope as it carries forward our heritage of

so many places where people are accorded less than healing and liberationz from ushering, to setting up
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Kingdom has not yet arrived. But at the same time
transformation is occurring. It may be hard for us
to see it, but the Kingdong or whatever name you
want to give to that ideal of what could be between
people z is also already here, stubbornly refusing to
yield. And we here in this church are hastening its
coming. Itis here in all our social justice efforts and
outreach to the communityz in our Share the Plate,
ESL and Ministry for Earth programs; in our
support for Interfaith Ministries and Rebuild
Together Houston, for example. And it is here when
we join together in solidarity with others who
would treat all people with love and respect.

The kingdom was already here a week ago
Wednesday when 1500 people clad in pink
(including several of us from Emerson) showed up
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back to the days when women were to be seen but
not heard. 1500 people were there for Planned
Parenthood Advocacy Day this year; in 2015 there
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serving on the Board. The work to bring heaven to
earth is all of a piece. We all do what we can. Just
by being herez by understanding the importance
that this community existsz this community which
stands for the inherent worth and dignity of every
person z you are bringing the Kingdom closer.

The world will be transformed z not by waiting for
divine intervention but by working for liberation,
nurturing communities of memory and hope,
showing to one another compassion and respect,
and by transforming ourselves, becoming the
people who can usher that realm into being . . . .

In that hope and faith,
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Typical Sunday Schedule
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Please join us on Sundays for Worship service.

* \.. Hear My Song
The Emerson choir will offer a variety of musical selections, inviting the listener to consider the
many facets of hope that sustain us.

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange? 4 EA 0 AOZAAO -1 OEAOS8 O 43 AU
What words could possibly do justice to the many different ways in which we mother and have: '
been mothered? Our individual experiences vary tremendously, but all of us have at least ol ©
thing in commonz someone gave birth to us. Given that, is there something we might i =
celebrate on this day?

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange? Celebrating our Beloved Community
As summer approaches we pause to reflect on the year that has been and to acknowledge all

o ' that we mean to one another. There will be some special recognitions and we will officially
k! welcome New Members of the congregation. The choir will sing its last anthem before the
R summer break. AND, rather than Flower communion, we will celebrate our many gifts in a new

and exciting way!

Mike Condit? The Good, The Bad, and The Ugly- The Scapegoat of Dualism
In a world that seems tumultuous and threatening we often look upon things in dualistic terms.
They are black or white, good or bad. This can be a defensive mechanism, one which places
blame and alleviates the need for more thoughtful analysis or actions on our part. This has bee"
a component of religion for ages, and dualistianswers have been giveto the theodicy =
question "Why do bad things happen to good people?" Unfortunately, we are increasin¢.,
applying simplistic dualistic answers to some of today's social and political problems, with
potentially disturbing consequences. How can we prevent a growing component of
"The Ugly" in our world?

Adult Education

The Adult Religious Education program is held in Room 205/205 on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am.

May 72 Star Stuff, The Earth & Us, presented by David May
How did the elements of our bodies get here, how are they maintained, and where do they go?

May 142 DNA- The Secret of Life, presented by Sigsby Rusk
A look at DNA, what it is and how it acts to provide the necessities of life for all plants and animals. Videos
will show how DNA is involved in the amazing factory contained in each cell of our bodies.

May 212 Science, Connections, and Biases presented by Beth Hammer
How can our personal, cultural, and societal biases influence our examination of the world around usfow
can scientists examine these biases and reduce their influencéfow may these biases influence us?

May 282 What is ableism?, presented by Lydia Nunez, Disability Activist and Elder Care Ombudsman
What is it? How does it manifest itself? How does it affect the disabled? What can be done about it? 3



. am a muvic 1 ut and love superhero movies-lots
flash, the stories are about the most super of be

their best selves, and working together as a team.

We mere mortals may be less flashy and explodymost of us wear less
spandex. And yet we are not without power. We just need to own it and
find the wisdom and courage to use it wisely!

Here at Emerson, our children will spend Summer Sundays learning
from UU Heroesz Unitarians and Universalists who have taken a stand,
come to a new understanding, and brought justice to their world.

Yes, let us bring our values into the world and share them with our next

generations. An easy way to be a hero? Share one Sunday of your time

this summer - sign up to lead one Sunday School session, or be one of
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of Justice?) Sundays this month, making great plans together.

of explosions and fabulous action scenes. Past the

ings recognizing their weaknesses, learning to be
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And May is a delightful month for us to come together. We start with Music Sunday on May 7th, and the
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gether for our annual flower communion-with a twist this year!

Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education

Wheel of Life

the death of his mother on April 6th.

We hold Joe Dowlen and others in our thoughts as they deal with health issues.

Congratulations to Jane and Tony Collins on the marriage of daughte
Christine, April 8th!
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April 9. We are so glad Leticia was able to visit him in Mexico the
week before he died.
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we hope for a speedy recovery.

Belle Johnson, charter member of Emerson, died at the age of 87 @
April 11. Our deepest condolences to her daughter, Shelley
Gottschalk.

We also hold Andy Andrews and his family in our thoughts following
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Please join us Sunday, May 21, after the service in The Gathering Place
for a recognition reception for Henry Groppe and Bub Joyce.




