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Houston UU 

Network will 

host a luncheon 

at Emerson UU, 

11:00 a.m. to 3 p.m. More infor-

mation on page 8. 

Registration for 

the 2017 ESL 

Spring Semester 

is on Saturday, 

January 14, from 1-4 p.m. Read 

more on page 11. 

Action Network 

Social & Lunch-

eon—Standing 

Up For Racial 

Justice (SURJ) from 10 a.m. to 1 

p.m. in Westwood Hall. 

the emersonian 

JAN 

07 

JAN 

21 

JAN 

14 

Meet Emerson 

Justice Advocates 

This is the latest iteration of the arm 

of the Coordinating Council for Social 

Action originally called Fight for Jus-

tice. The goal is to transform our con-

gregation's social justice ministry by 

expanding our capacity for on-going 

advocacy in support of the congrega-

tion's social justice priorities.  The two 

key terms here are “advocacy” and 

“on-going”.  

 

Advocacy is used as a vital component, 

yet separate from, the important jus-

(Continued on page 4) 

Spritual Practices 

What’s the first thing to 

pop into your mind 

when you think of spiri-

tual practice? Prayer? 

Someone sitting on a 

pillow meditating?  

 

Spiritual practice can 

be anything you do 

regularly, which 

 

 Brings you joy 

 Opens your mind 

 Gives you peace 

 Centers you in your core values 

 

Evidence mounts that people with 

a spiritual practice live longer, build 

resilience, and handle change and 

conflict with more grace than those 

who do not. It’s optimal to develop 

a practice while life is relatively 

calm, but we may need to begin in 

a time of adversity, because self-

care is important! 

 

Some practices are done in soli-

tude, while others require commu-

nity. Some are primarily ‘in the 

head’ and quiet, while others take 

movement and being out in the 

world. I encourage you to check 

out our Adult RE Spiritual Practices 

Lab, January 8, 15, and 22, as Emer-

sonians share their own spiritual 

practices in accessible ways. 

(Continued on page 11) 
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Revels 

Newsletter deadlines being what they are, I am writing 

this January column on the day that our Music Depart-

ment performed Saint Saëns Christmas Oratorio.  Our 

choir and members of Emerson’s orchestra were joined 

by The Austin Chamber Singers, some of Music Director 

Adrian Rodriquez’s “best and brightest” high school stu-

dents.   What a glorious, beautiful morning it was! What 

a wonderful way to nurture our souls during what can be 

a hectic, demanding season.   

And there are still more holiday services to come.  This 

coming Sunday we will - all of us – share stories about 

being “surprised by joy”.  Then comes the Winter Sol-

stice celebration, Christmas Eve, The New Year’s Taizé 

service and, of course, Turnings on January 8.  Each of 

these services in their own way have become something 

of a holiday tradition, some relatively recently, and oth-

ers of long standing.  Each is a chance to “restore our 

souls”; each in their own way marks the “liminality” of 

this season when the old year winds down and the new 

one begins.   

Of course, the division of the calendar into years is an 

arbitrary one.  Yet there are good astrological reasons 

that we mark this season.  While we know that the 

change in the pattern of days is due to the tilt of the 

earth’s axis, from a geocentric perspective, it does ap-

pear as if the sun stops in the sky and then reverses 

course at this time of year.  From ancient times, people 

have viewed this season as an opportunity both to cele-

brate the gifts of life and to reflect upon one’s future 

course. 

So what does the next year hold for us at Emerson?  I’ve 

heard lots of people say they can’t wait for 2016 to be 

over – that it has been a – well, politely said, “not very 

good” – year.  Certainly, there have been many causes 

for mourning on the global and national level.  And, of 

course, all of us at Emerson have been touched by 

Mark’s death.    

On the global and national scene, it seems to me we 

must, to quote I Thessalonians, “pray without ceasing” 

for peace and justice and continue to do all we can in 

our personal lives to make that a reality.  And, indeed, 

my definition of “prayer” includes action and advocacy 

as well as contemplation.  Of course, it is impossible to 

keep peace and justice at the forefront of our minds and 
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hearts every single second of every day.  But we can 

have the intent to make our lives instruments for peace 

and justice as best we are able.  And I firmly believe that 

what we model in our personal lives has repercussions 

on a larger scale. 

On a more personal level, I anticipate that gradually the 

heaviness of my great sorrow will lesson as the new year 

progresses.  Time – and allowing oneself to grieve with 

intentionality – do help heal.  But I would be unrealistic – 

and professionally remiss – if I thought or suggested that 

when 2017 arrives, my grief - or yours at the loss of 

Mark - would be magically altered.  In the past I have 

often told new widow/ers that it takes about two years 

to fully grieve the loss of one’s spouse and that in some 

ways you never stop missing your beloved.   I have coun-

seled others that it is important to feel what one feels 

and to recognize all the ways in which life is irrevocably 

different.  And so I counsel myself – and so it goes.  In 

the meantime, I am tremendously sustained by the work 

of love and justice, that ever calls to me, and by the love 

and support of our beloved community of faith and af-

fection.   

I’m not sure how long it takes a congregation to grieve a 

minister’s death, but I suspect that for a congregation 

also it takes time and intent – that it will not be possible 

to move past Mark’s death by ignoring the loss or by 

blithely trying to go on as if nothing has changed.   My 

hope is that all of us can sustain one another in this 

process as we chart a future course for Emerson.   

It is impossible to predict fully what 2017 will hold – 

globally, nationally or personally.  But our intent about 

how we wish to live our lives – and our vision for what 

the world could be like – of that we can be certain. 

 

All the best of this season from me to you, 

 

 



Typical  Sunday Schedule 

9 AM EIO Rehearsal  • 9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins    

10 AM Adult Ed and Kids’ Activities  •  11 AM Worship  •  11:15 AM Kids’ Programming  
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Sunday Morning Schedule 

April DeConick and Stephen Lipp—Holiday Taizé Service 

In this quiet period between the Winter Solstice and the New Year, we will recall the blessings of the 
year past - and look to the year ahead.  The simple and accessible music of Taizé provides the perfect 
antidote to the business of the holiday season.  

Please join us on Sundays for worship service. 

10:00 a.m., Room 205/206 

Adult Education 

January is a natural time to think about what we might add to our lives, and let’s not forget the spiritual component! 

 

Having a regular spiritual practice not only increases personal happiness, but it has been proven to increase resilience 

and physical health*.  On January 8, 15, and 22, fellow Emersonians will share their spiritual practices of body, mind, 

and spirit, with opportunities for the group to try them out. 

*See Katy’s column on page 1 to learn more about the spirit/health link! 

 

January 29—Social Action Sunday 

The Relational Advocate—Effective Lobbying for UU Values 

How can each of us best advocate for issues dear to us? Emerson Advocates for Justice presents our overall strategy, as 

well as ways Emersonians can participate at local, state, and national levels. We hope to have a professional share 

ideas for building effective, long lasting relationships with elected representatives and staff. 

JAN 
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Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Turnings 

This annual service, which marks the births, deaths, and other significant “turnings” in the lives of the 
Emerson community during the year past, has become a deeply significant ritual to many. It gives us a 
unique opportunity, in the context of our beloved congregation, to acknowledge the many changes 
that are part of the cycle of life. 

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—MLK and BLM 

Commentators across the political spectrum have invoked the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. to 
chastise the Black Lives Matter movement, while others have maintained that the vision of racial jus-
tice that animated the Civil Rights Movement of the 60s and 70s is outdated and anemic. Does the 
“dream” still live? 

JAN 
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Rev. Betty Skwarek, Pulpit Guest—You Do Not Have to be Good 

Community Minister affiliated with Live Oak Church in Cedar Park, Texas.  
Mary Oliver’s poem “Wild Geese” is a favorite of many. Her words touch us emotionally while her im-
ages evoke glimpses of ways to lead a more peaceful balanced life. What does she have to say that we 
might find useful in our own lives?  

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Lange—Going Hungry in an Obese Nation 

Millions of working Americans don’t know where their next meal is coming from. Why are people mal-
nourished in the richest country—and one of the most obese—on earth? 

JAN 

08 

JAN 

22 
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Congratulations to former Emerson members, Mary and Art Pedersen on the birth 

of another grandchild. Their son Eric, who grew up at Emerson, and his wife Lisa 

are the proud parents of  baby girl, Catherine Elizabeth, born on Thanksgiving Day. 

 

Our thoughts are also with Beth Hammer’s mom who is fighting breast cancer. 

 

Several members of our congregation have had surgery in the last month: Jim 

Lockhart, Lydia Kelly, Sharon Willicutts, Wendy Hart and Chuck Cornish. To all of 

them we send healing thoughts and prayers for a swift and successful recovery. 

Wheel of Life 

tice work that might be called service work, or those 

strategies and activities that serve marginalized communi-

ties and victims of injustice. Helping feed the homeless 

through SEARCH, Rebuild Houston, and Emerson’s vibrant 

ESL program are examples. Advocacy focuses on the vari-

ous strategies used to address the causes of injustice and 

to seek remedies in terms of public policy that promote 

justice. Examples here might include testimony before City 

Council on our Anti-Feeding Ordinance, attempting to in-

fluence public policy on housing issues, and addressing the 

treatment of immigrants to our city and promoting reform 

of our immigration policies at the local, state, and national 

levels.  

 

The second key concept of 

Emerson Justice Advocates 

is “on-going”. As Emerson 

was instrumental in the 

formation of the Texas UU 

Justice Ministry, we were 

the largest contingent of UUs at the ministry’s first Legisla-

tive Action Day during the 2015 session of the Texas Legis-

lature. We traveled to Austin, met with our representa-

tives, introduced ourselves and expressed our values on a 

variety of issues. It was a powerful and spiritually uplifting 

experience for all that participated…then we went on with 

our lives and failed to follow up and establish real relation-

ships with these representatives. An “on-going: advocacy 

effort will require an active, persistent, resilient, and sus-

tained presence over the next several months and years 

and decades.  We are UU’s – we understand the long haul! 

 

The path to realizing the goal of expanding our congrega-

tion’s capacity for on-going and effective advocacy has 

three components: education, action, and relational lobby-

ing. We have begun 

educational efforts 

with classes, films, and 

speakers over the past 

several months. Start-

ing in January, 2017 we will sponsor a book study on the 

topic of Racial Justice. Also in January, we will hold rela-

tional visit and personal lobbying trainings for interacting 

with our elected representatives. On February 15, we will 

travel to Austin to re-introduce ourselves to all the state 

representatives and senators of which Emersonians are 

constituents. This event is not to be considered an end, 

but merely a Beginning! We will follow up with our elected 

representatives not only in Austin before the 2017 legisla-

tive session ends, but form relationships with their local 

office staffs in Houston over the next year in preparation 

for the 2019 Legislative session. 

 

Considering the events of the past year, Emerson Justice 

Advocates is an effort that is sorely needed. As UUs we are 

a beautiful blend of creeds and 

faith traditions. What sets us 

apart is our long, proud history of 

“doing” justice. Emerson has a 

long history of important justice 

work. Emerson Justice Advocates 

hopes to create a vibrant, spiritu-

ally enriching, effective, and on-

going advocacy component to that rich history. Please join 

us! 

 

Kenny Jones 

uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com 

(832) 654-1779 (text preferred) 

(Continued from page 1) 

mailto:uuv4jhoutx@gmail.com
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Supporting the Muslim Community 
Friday, December 2, 2016 at the Islamic Center of 

Greater Houston's mosque. 

Photo Credit: Meagan Flynn / Houston Press 



Nominees for the 

Board of Trustees and 

Congregational Com-

mittees — 2017 
 

For the Board of Trustees, 

all three-year terms 
 

Kenneth Jones says, "I am a father of three, husband of 35 

years, middle school educator, former community organ-

izer, social, economic and political activist and all-round 

Legend in My Own Mind! I have been a Unitarian Univer-

salist for the past 25 years and a member of Emerson for 

the past 11 years. I served as a teacher in the youth RE 

program for several years, participated as a mentor in the 

Coming of Age program, served on the Youth RE Commit-

tee and chaired it for a brief stint. I have facilitated the Our 

Whole Lives program for youth and thrice facilitated the 

Building Your Own Theology adult RE offering. Currently I 

serve as a member of the Adult RE Committee and as a 

member of the Coordinating Council for Social Action and 

co-facilitator of the Emerson Justice Ministry. I have facili-

tated numerous Adult RE programs and have worked ac-

tively to introduce Emerson to the outside community via 

numerous engagement opportunities: conferences, film 

screenings, dramatic performances, direct actions, and 

speaker events. In addition, I am a congregational repre-

sentative for the Texas UU Justice Ministry serving on its 

liaison board and Emerson coordinator for TXUUJM’s Leg-

islative Action initiatives. I serve as congregational repre-

sentative and member of the steering committee for the 

UU Voice for Justice Action network. In March 2016, I was 

selected as the sole Texan member of the inaugural class 

of Justice Building Innovators of the Unitarian Universalist 

Service Committee (UUSC). In that role I am working to 

elevate Emerson as a leader in social justice work in our 

city, state, nation, and beyond. In particular, my goal is to 

institutionalize advocacy work as an integral part of the 

social justice fabric at Emerson. I was named Board Secre-

tary in January 2016.  I was later appointed by the Board of 

Trustees to fill a vacancy on the Board and have served in 

this dual capacity since then." 

 

Ben Withers says, "I am 68, joyously married to Patti for 

46 years, and still working 24 hours a week as a physician 

in the Occupational Medicine field.  I love my work, have 

the amazing good fortune of loving my job, my co-workers, 

and being able to walk 3 blocks to work—thus I have no 

near term plans to retire.  I joined a Unitarian Fellowship 

in Pensacola, Florida, in 1982, shortly after attending for 

the first time and finding a faith community in which I fit.  I 

attended an additional 5 UU churches before leaving First 

Church to join Emerson 8 years ago.  I’ve had a wide vari-

ety of leadership positions in those churches and been 

deeply involved with working with high school and junior 

high youth for most of the last 20 years.  I served on the 

Emerson Leap of Faith team for a couple of years and cur-

rently serve on the Outreach Committee.  After 1.5 years 

of lessons as an adult beginner on the clarinet, I joined the 

Emerson Intergenerational Orchestra in February 2016, 

the single most enjoyable thing I have done as a UU." 

 

Jane Zachritz writes, "I was born in Fort Worth but raised 

in Little Rock. In Little Rock, I learned about courage from 

my black teachers and activism from leaders who rallied 

against segregation. For college, I came back to Texas, 

where I obtained a BA in history from Trinity and an MA in 

demographic history from UT.  My teachers widened my 

worldview dramatically as I studied history from the bot-

tom up.  Funding dried up, and for the past 25 years I have 

worked as a corporate paralegal, watching small busi-

nesses grow and thrive. I was fortunate to find Emerson 

after I had attended several Methodist churches. Here I 

immediately became involved in social action and ulti-

mately became Chair of the Social Action Council.  My 

proudest moment was when the church voted to have 

100% of the plate donated to non-profit organizations.  I 

have made the dearest friends at Emerson -- women and 

men of courage, strength, grit and grace -- and met my 

partner, Mark Holt, who supports me in everything that I 

do from Rebuilding Together Houston to Souper Bowl of 

Caring.  When not at church or work, I like to take walks, 

play with Mark's grandchildren, window shop (keepin' it 

100) and keep Murder by the Book in business." 

 

For the Committee on Min-

istry, both three-year terms 
 

Sarah Boyd says, "I grew up in Tulsa, Oklahoma and at-
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tended the church of my grandparents and parents, First 

Presbyterian Church. But when questioning matters of 

faith and history, I was told to make up my own mind; thus 

the beginnings of becoming a UU.  I joined Emerson in 

1983, taught Kindergarten when my daughter was young, 

and have served on the Membership, Personnel, Nomina-

tions and Stewardship Committees. I served on the Board 

of Trustees from 2007 to 2012 and was President in 2011. I 

was a member of the Leap of Faith team, attended the 

Dwight Brown Leadership Experience, and was involved in 

the formation of Covenant Groups at Emerson. I have also 

been active with the Auction Committee for several years. 

I am married to Charles Boyd, and we are parents of 5 and 

grandparents of 8, so we enjoy taking trips to visit them 

throughout the year. Although officially retired, I enjoy 

working part-time as a postpartum doula providing sup-

port and education to new families. It is an honor to be 

nominated for the Committee on Ministry during this time 

of change and challenge." 

 

Pamela Cummings has been a member of our church since 

2012.  She joined after moving here upon her retirement 

from a faculty position at the University of Delaware to be 

near her son, Paul.  Her pastor of a liberal-thinking Chris-

tian Church in Wilmington, Delaware recommended the 

Unitarian Universalist Church to her.  Pam is a member of 

the Lay Pastoral Ministry and the Emerson Women's Book 

Club and attends Adult Ed classes.  She is active in Yoga, 

Great Decisions, a Meditation Class, and the United Na-

tions Association, where she served on the Board.  She 

also takes courses at the West University Community Cen-

ter and Rice.   

 

For the Nominations Com-

mittee, all two-year terms 
 

Beverly Hanson writes, "I am a third generation Unitarian 

Universalist who joined Emerson fifty-two years ago.  My 

main activity at Emerson has been singing in the choir.  My 

son and daughter (Jeffrey and Barbara) were both bap-

tized at Emerson.  I taught middle school Art in Houston 

Independent School District for eighteen years.  Now that I 

have retired from teaching Art I am studying art and paint-

ing." 

 

Larry Kelly has been a member of Emerson since 

1985.  Larry served on the Board of Trustees from 2011 

until 2014.  His activities in the church have also included 

several years as chairman of Building and Grounds.   He is 

married to Edna, and they have two grown children in 

Colorado and California. He is the proud grandfather of a 

granddaughter born in July.  His business is in real estate 

investments, and he has been in commercial real estate 

business for over 40 years. 

 

Deborah Wotring Landis joined Emerson Church in 2007 

and has been active ever since.  For several years she 

served as a middle school Sunday teacher, as a member of 

the Religious Education Committee, and as a Coming of 

Age teacher.  Both of her daughters were in the RE pro-

gram at Emerson and are now in college.  For two 

years, Deborah served as secretary of the Board of Trus-

tees.  She is now the chair of the Membership Commit-

tee.  Deborah was a member of the Leap of Faith commit-

tee.  It was then that she got the idea to start the ESL pro-

gram at Emerson.  The program has continued to grow 

over the last two and a half years under her leadership as 

the ESL Program Coordinator.  Deborah is an attorney who 

practice law part-time.  

 

Richard Loftin has been a member of Emerson since 2008 

after he and his family moved from Tulsa, where they 

were members of All Souls Unitarian Church.  At Emerson 

he was active in RE as a teacher from 2008 to 2015.  He 

has been on the Stewardship Committee for several years 

and was the Co-Chair in 2011.  He served on the Board of 

Trustees from 2013 to 2016 and was President in 2015 and 

Past President in 2016 (the bonus year!)  Richard attended 

LSU and Rice and received his BS and MS degrees in Geol-

ogy from LSU.  He currently works for Apache Corporation 

as the Geological Advisor/ South Louisiana Team Lead.  He 

is married to Alisha Denton Loftin and has two children -- 

Connor (14) and Evan (11).   

 

For the Outreach Commit-

tee, both three-year terms 
 

Jane Collins says that she and Tony joined First UU Church 

in 1983 when Rev. Bob Schaibly officiated at their wedding 

ceremony.  In 1985, they moved to Paris, France and were 

founding members of the UU Fellowship of Paris. Jane be-

gan working as a lower elementary teacher at School of 

the Woods Montessori in 1988 when her daughter was 

beginning first grade. The family became members of Em-
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January Events & 

Important Dates 
 

Tuesday, January 3: Annual Reports are due by e-mail to 

alejandra@emersonhouston.org 

 

Saturday, January 7: Action Network Social/Luncheon—Standing 

Up For Racial Justice (SURJ) from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in Westwood 

Hall. 

 

Saturday, January 14: Join your fellow Emersonians at a DIY pam-

per-yourself and make-your-own-cleaning-products class. More de-

tails coming soon! 

 

Sunday, January 15: Reminder that 2017 Houston Marathon is on 

January 15—check your routes to church that day!  More details in 

future e-blasts. 

 

Saturday, January 21: Houston UU Network will host a luncheon at 

church from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Saturday, January 21: January’s Circle Dinner will be taking place.  If 

you are not part of the Circle Dinner group and would like to join, 

please let Mary Ann Rusk know at mafrusk@comcast.net. 

 

Saturday, January 21: Guitar Houston and Lone Star College pre-

sent Thibaut Garcia at 8 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

 

Sunday, January 29: Annual Meeting in the Sanctuary at 12:15 p.m. 

Your vote is needed. 

Houston UU Network will host a luncheon at 

Emerson UU, Saturday, January 21,  11:00 a.m. 

to 3 p.m. The UU Network includes representa-

tives from the eight area UU churches.  The Net-

work hosts the annual UU Music Festival, funds 

and helps with the Houston Pride Parade, provides support for 

UUV4J, and promotes dialog among the Houston area churches.   

The Network always wants to do more to help with communication 

between area UU churches.  Join us with your ideas on how to get 

our UU message to more, learn about your network, the UUV4J,  

and what's happening in the UU Southern District.   

Houston UU Network 

Luncheon 

erson in about 2007. Jane worked with UU 

youth for several years. She is currently active 

in the Social Action Council and represents 

Emerson on the board of Houston Peace and 

Justice Center.  In 2015, she was one of the 

Emerson delegates that went to the General 

Assembly in Portland, Oregon.  For the past 

year, she has been one of two Emerson rep-

resentatives for TXUU Justice Ministry.  She is 

a member of UU Voice for Justice and often 

puts on the gold shirt that says "Standing on 

the Side of Love" to respond to injustice with 

other UUs. 

 

Lori Reeder writes, "In 2000 I moved to Hous-

ton and started to explore various spiritual 

communities. I didn’t reach out to anyone or 

make connections for years because I was 

uncertain whether my Atheist views would be 

welcome. I started attending the Adult Educa-

tion programs at Emerson and would often 

slip into the worship services after-

ward.  Since joining Emerson, I have been a 

member of several groups. I first joined a 

Covenant group and when the facilitator had 

to leave, I took over the facilitator responsi-

bilities. I also joined the Communication Com-

mittee, helping Emerson build and transition 

to a new website as well as growing the 

Meetup membership to over 2000 mem-

bers.  For the last three years, I have been a 

member of the Emerson Choir although I had 

been told my whole life I was tone deaf. I was 

on the bus two years ago when Kenny Jones 

was promoting social justice in Austin and 

have often contributed my time to the social 

justice events that Emerson hosts.  As an ally, 

I have joined the LGTBQ+Allies group at Em-

erson, and my membership in this group has 

provided a network to help me sponsor the 

first GSA (Gay-Straight-Alliance) club at the 

high school where I work at as a mathematics 

teacher. Emerson has provided me many op-

portunities to learn, grow, and feel the 

warmth of a loving community, which I am 

proud to be a part of.   

(Continued from page 7) 
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EMERSON BOOKSTORE 
Stop by the bookstore to see the new 
titles in stock. While you’re there, 
check out the great assortment of 
bumper stickers and hand-made cards. 

Stitchers:  Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  in Delaney Hall. Come for 

conversation, if not for craft! 

 

Ministry for Earth: Sunday, January 22, from 9:45-10:45 a.m. in the 

Library. 

 

Sandwiches for SEARCH: Thursday, January 12, at 10:30 a.m. in 

Westwood Hall. Contact: Barbara Hopkins, bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net. 

 

ESL: Registration for the 2017 Spring Semester is on Saturday, January 

14, from 1-4 p.m. For more information contact Deborah Landis at 

dlandis570@aol.com. 

 

LGBT+Allies Emersonians Potluck Lunch: Every second Sunday of the 

month. The next gathering will be on Sunday, January 8, in Room 209, at 

12:15 p.m. For additional information, please contact 

euulgbtq@gmail.com. 

 

Emerson Poetry Group:  A casual gathering of those who love poetry. 

Bring something you have written or a poem you wish you had written. 

Sunday, January 15, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204. 

Ongoing Activities 

BOOK CLUBS 
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W e d n e s -

day, January 18, 6:30 p.m. at La 

Madeleine on 10001 Westheimer 

Rd. This month’s book is The 

Daughter of Time, a mystery by 

Josephine Tey. Contact: Dave 

Wednesday, January 18,  7:30 p.m. 

in the Library.  The book of the 

month is The Immortal Irishman 

by Timothy Egan. Contact: Jill 

Rose, jillorose@gmail.com.  

General Assembly 
2017- June 21-25, New Orleans, LA 
 

General Assembly (GA) is the annual meeting 

of our Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA). 

Attendees worship, witness, learn, connect, 

and make policy for the Association through 

democratic process. Anyone may attend. New 

Orleans is known as a place of re-birth follow-

ing the devastation of Katrina in 2005. Many 

UUs  have contributed time and funds in the 

effort to rebuild both the city and the congre-

gations in the area.  By going to New Orleans, 

we can both celebrate our successes and recommit to 

the relationships that have been forged with this community. 

More at: http://www.uua.org/ga 
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Thursday, January 19, 10 a.m. in 

the Library. The book of the month 

is The Lady in Gold by Anne-Marie 

O’Connor. Contact: Dave Bergt, 

dbergt@comcast.net.  

mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:dlandis570@aol.com
mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
http://www.uua.org/ga
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
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Please join the LGBTQ+Allies Emersonians for a potluck lunch on 

January 8 in Room 209 at 12:15 p.m. We plan on gathering second 

Sunday of every month to talk about how Emerson UU Church can 

continue to grow and support the LGBTQ community. Pizza will be 

provided; please bring a salad or dessert to share. ALL are invited 

and ALL are welcome. For additional information, please contact 

euulgbtq@gmail.com. 

LGBTQ+Allies 

Emersonians 

UniTunes 

Coffeehouse 

2017 
 

Season Tickets on sale now at 

www.unitunes.org (as well as links to our sea-

son artists!) 

 

$15 per show online; $20 at the door 

 

1st Saturdays at 7:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary. 

Doors open at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Jan 7th—Johnny Nicholas & Friends  

Feb 4th—Kevin and Dustin Welch 

Mar 4th—Shake Russell, Michael Hearne, w/ 

Mike Roberts 

Apr 1st—TBD 

May 6th—Terri Hendrix & Lloyd Maines 
 

All monies support the performer, with a significant 

portion to charity as well. 

Circle Dinners are held in homes of the 

hosts/hostesses, except for the May 

Dinners that are held at Church. Each 

date requires 3 to 4 hosts/hostesses. 

Please let me know if you are available 

to host on one of these dates—and if 

you would like to join us, please contact 

Mary Ann Rusk (Circle Dinner Chair) at 

mafrusk@comcast.net or (832) 519-

9933 

Next Circle Dinners dates: 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 

Circle Dinners 

Is your UU voice 

being HEARD? 
Free Workshops - Free Lunch 

Located at Emerson UU Church 

January 21 - 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

RSVP by January 18 at uuhouston.org/register 

Lori Reeder: puppycuddles2004@yahoo.com 

Mark Holt: holtlsi@aol.com 

We received $342.98 from Amazon during 2015 

and $236.12 in 2016. Emerson receives about 

6% rebated when shoppers use our special hy-

perlink to browse Amazon.com  

Visit our website for details about Amazon, 

Randalls and other rebates.  

Get on the Bus! 

mailto:euulgbtq@gmail.com
http://www.unitunes.org
mailto:mafrusk@comcast.net
uuhouston.org/register
mailto:puppycuddles2004@yahoo.com
mailto:holtlsi@aol.com
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?EmersonUnitarianUniv/e98962176d/TEST/ba1894e051/tag=emersonunit04-20&path=subst/home/home.html
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?EmersonUnitarianUniv/e98962176d/TEST/ba1894e051/tag=emersonunit04-20&path=subst/home/home.html
http://cts.vresp.com/c/?EmersonUnitarianUniv/e98962176d/TEST/f52a394a5a


January Share-the-Plate 
Emerson’s English Classes Project 
 

Please consider a generous contribution to Emerson’s ESL classes when the offering plate is passed to you in January. 
Seventy-five percent of the money donated through the offering plate in January will be used to help fund Emerson’s 
English classes for 2017. Free English classes are provided to immigrants at the church by volunteers three days a 
week. Your donations will help pay for supplies, student books, and childcare workers who, along with volunteers, 
help take care of our students’ children while they attend classes. 
 

75% of the collection will go to HCDCF and the remaining 25% will go to our standing recipient, Meals on Wheels. 

 
 

Emerson’s English classes will begin the 14-week 2017 Spring Semester with registration on January 14 from 1 to 4 
p.m. The Tuesday/Thursday classes begin January 17 and Saturday classes begin January 21.  If you are interested in 
finding out more about volunteering to help make our program run, there will be a meeting with lunch provided at the 
church on January 8 in Room 209. Please contact Deborah Landis at (713) 504-0819 or dlandis570@aol.com for addi-
tional information about Emerson’s English classes.  

11 

Of course, Sunday School for children and youth continues in the New Year, 

beginning with a chapel on January 8th, as younger children process Turnings 

in their own way. 

 

Thank you to all who’ve brought in cold weather gear and sleeping bags for the 

homeless teens served by Grace Place. Last day to get something under the 

tree will be January 8th! 

 

And remember, with January we begin collecting canned goods for Souper 

Bowl of Caring. On Sunday, February 5th we will support the Houston Food Bank with our food and monetary dona-

tions as all ages learn about food insecurity in Houston and how each of us can help!  

 

Katy Carpman 

Director of Religious Education 

(Continued from page 1) 

Emerson English Classes in 2016 

Anna Louise Brunner displays the posters she worked with the 
children to make while their parents attended Emerson's ESL 
classes on Saturday afternoons. Anna Louise is one of the vol-
unteers who provides educational games and activities for the 
children on Saturdays. Deborah Landis is the Emerson ESL Co-
ordinator. 

 

 

 

Level 1 Master Teacher, Norbert Welk, celebrates with some of his 

English students after they received their end of semester 

certificates at the December 10th party. 
 

 

February’s  newsletter will include an article summarizing  the 2016 ESL classes. Be on the lookout! 

mailto:dlandis570@aol.com


Becky Edmiston-Lange, Minister 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Join Emerson Sunday - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a 

conversation about Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready 

to join. Meet in the Library at 12:15 pm.  Next Class:  January 8 
 

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the office at 

alejandra@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the event. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the 

Eblast, Order of Service and website 

weekly by Tuesdays to 

pr@emersonhouston.org. 

 

Next Newsletter deadline is: 

Tuesday, January 17 
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