October 2015

It’s a Party! It’s a Potluck!
It’s an Emerson Celebration!!
That’s right, Saturday, October 17, at 5 PM in and around Westwood Hall, Emersonians will be dining on
dishes prepared by some of the best cooks in Houston (that would be all of you), enjoying complimentary
beverages (both alcoholic and non), reveling in some of the most delightful company around (again, that
would be you), and celebrating some of the highlights of the past year while setting our sights on
highlights yet to come. Come be part of this fun, annual fall congregational dinner. It is a family event there will be child care for the very youngest. It won’t be a party without you (again that would be YOU)!

…making a JOYFUL NOISE!
By Jill Rose

If you heard a joyful noise coming from the Church recently, it
was the Fund A Need for AV team celebrating the Board’s
approval of their recommended bid for the new AV system! After
months of research and review we expect INSTALLATION not later than the beginning
of the new year and, we hope, much earlier! We will have much improved sound
throughout the Sanctuary, many more mic slots, an updated digital board, a return to
recording, a motorized projection screen, a projector that can be operated from both the
front and the rear of the Sanctuary and, of course, all the bits to make it happen—
including training in its use for all interested operators! (The AV Committee is cheerfully soliciting recruits
to the committee!)
Fund A Need for AV has raised $85,000 for this project! Many thanks to all of you who contributed! Some
congregation members have contributed amounts beyond that for individual parts of the system that we
needed but the bid did not include. We really are getting the best equipment for our needs for now and for
the future.
“Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah! Glory three times also, and amen twice!”*
--from O Ye Jigs and Juleps! By Virginia Cary Hudson

Kerrie Lynn Jackson and Patricia Lee Sanders

Our beloved community of faith, reason, and affection welcomes all to grow
in mind and spirit as we build a better world.

Religious Education

This month in Sunday School

Throughout my childhood I attended
October 4: Social Action Sunday- Socktober!
early mass every Sunday; then we
October 11: Chalice Hour – A Generous Spirit
stopped for donuts on the way home. We October 18: Age-graded Classes
each got to request our favorite donuts, October 25: Age-graded Classes
then gobble them while reading the
comics. If we were REALLY lucky, there was chocolate milk.
Thirty years later my sons read their comics online, and our “after church” connection waits until supper.
In this world where things seem to change constantly, a bit of tradition can be a real comfort.
The UNICEF Carnival is one of our oldest traditions here at Emerson, raising funds to help children around
the world while our community comes together for fun. Join us on Sunday, November 1 !







All ages get one more chance to wear their Halloween costumes
Special Social Action Sunday School lesson for children and youth
Carnival after the service!
Pizza lunch
Old-fashioned carnival games
Game prize tickets redeemable at our trading post of gently-used toys.

Tickets for food and games are sold in $5 and $10 packs. All proceeds go toward UNICEF’s work in the
world.
Dozens and dozens of Emersonians come together to make this event
happen. You can help Friday night, Sunday morning, or Sunday afternoon,
with a few opportunities on the Sundays leading up to the event. See our
signups in the Gathering Place or in the weekly E-blast to help grow the
joy!
Trading Post
Got gently-used toys, sporting goods, and children's books and media you've
been meaning to cull? Our trading post acts as a churchwide "hand-me-down"
system.
Bring your items to Westwood Hall in October and follow the signs to their
short-term storage area upstairs.
Faithfully,
Katy Carpman
Director of Religious Education

Share-the-Plate
By Katy Carpman

Throughout the month of October we're sharing our Sunday plate offerings with the US fund for UNICEF.
UNICEF provides medical help, food, education, and many more services to children and families in need
around the world. This organization has a five-star rating with Charity Navigator.
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Typical Sunday Schedule
9 AM EIO Rehearsal • 9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins
10 AM Adult Ed and Kids’ Activities • 11 AM Worship • 11:15 AM Kids’ Programming
October 4

Hagar's Prayer, Laura Emerson

The tale of Sarah and Abraham’s abandoning Hagar and her son, Ishmael, to certain death in the desert is
one of the most poignant stories in the Bible. Who can remain untouched by the pathos of a foreign slave - a
mother - whose prayer is not to witness the death of her only child? But this story is fascinating for two
other reasons, also. (1) It highlights ancient animosity between the Jews and the Arabs a thousand years
before Islam, and (2) Muslims have a very different version of this same story.
October 11

Where’s My Lightening Bolt? Where’s My Burning Bush?

How do you know when you’ve had a spiritual/religious experience? Do we need to be struck dumb to
encounter “transcendent mystery and awe”?
October 18

How to Stop “Solving” the Wrong Problems

Just as many generals plan to win the last war, so too are many political and religious leaders stuck in using
vastly outdated strategies, one imagines – because that is what they know how to do. Meanwhile, what
truly troubles us remains unaddressed. And when, TA-DAH, nothing gets better then; well, find someone to
blame. Brilliant.
October 25

I Have Doubts of God

Wanting nothing to do with the traditional God of theism, we may nonetheless find certain Unitarian
Universalist ways of thinking about God useful to our spiritual development.
Un-Conversation Discussions: A weekly discussion of current topics chosen by those present. Join us for lively
and thought-provoking conversation in Room 209!
Third Sunday Poetry Group: A casual gathering of those who love poetry. Bring something you have written or a
poem you wish you had written. October 18 , Room 204

Wheel of Life





Longtime and beloved Emerson Member Mina McDuffie died August 15,
peacefully at home with her family at her side. A memorial service for Mina, will
be held at Emerson on Saturday, October 24, at 3:30 PM. A reception hosted by
the Caring Committee will follow in Westwood Hall. Please hold Tom and the
rest of the family in your thoughts and prayers. And hold your loved ones
close.
Former Emerson member George BInder died peacefully in his home in Aransas
Pass on Tuesday morning, September 8, surrounded by his wonderful family of
four children, eight grandchildren, and one great-grandchild. George and his
late wife, Jean, were members of Emerson for many years, and George was
President of the Board in the early 1970's. George died after a valiant fight
against cancer in a salivary gland. Our heartfelt condolences go out to his
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family and to his dear friend, Anna Louise Bruner.

Revels
Freedom of religion? We’re sorry but that noble appeal is nothing but cover for simple bigotry. Let’s call it
out for what it is. Those who are campaigning against the HERO ordinance are no different than preachers in
the 1950’s who used religion as an excuse to support segregation. Those preachers in that era used a few
select passages from the Old Testament to support their fear and ignorance about black citizens. The
targeted victims of today are different but the tactics remain the same: preachers today are cherry picking a
few verses from the Bible to support their fear and ignorance when it comes to the lives of PEOPLE WHO ARE
NOT LIKE ME!!! Run for the hills – Caitlyn Jenner is going to use the women’s restroom! Well, which
restroom who you rather she use? Or perhaps we should station police at every public restroom to make
sure the “right” sort of people are using the right sort of restroom.
The outcry about restrooms is nothing short of juvenile. When President Washington delivered his Farewell
Address in 1796 he warned the young nation about the dangers of party politics. Those dangers are real. But
what we have right now in Houston is “potty” politics. These dire warnings about creepy bathroom visitors
are pure fiction. No city (e.g., every other large city in Texas) has experienced any trouble such as what the
anti-HERO folk would have you believe. It’s a trifle hard to take this seriously but the bathroom issue is
nothing but pure camouflage for unblinking prejudice.
Imagine for a moment that HERO did not include protections for LGBTQ citizens. Do you think there would
be a campaign to oppose it? We doubt it. Anyone against pregnant mothers (they’re included too)?
Probably not. But those who oppose HERO are willing to leave all citizens unprotected from discrimination
because there is one, and only one, set of people they feel should not be protected.
You see, as long as HERO wasn’t proposed those who are prejudiced against LGBTQ citizens did not have to
come out of their closet of fear and hatred. But now they can hide no longer; their bigotry is unmasked.
What they’re really saying is that it should be perfectly okay to treat LGBTQ citizens like second class citizens.
That’s the status quo as far as they are concerned – and they don’t want that changed.
Is that what we really want for Houston? Do we want to be known as the place where it’s safe to practice
bigotry? And the use of religion for this unholy cause does nothing but give religion a bad name. No matter
the holy book anyone cites, the place anyone worships, or the name anyone uses for God; in this country
religion is supposed to help us all get along - not give us permission to treat other people as unworthy of the
respect and basic dignity which all citizens are due. Hatred has no place on our city’s streets.
Houston UNITES (houstonunites.org) is the name of the campaign to help get HERO passed. Many different
business, civic, and religious groups in the city are working together to help make sure the ordinance gets as
many yes votes as possible. You can help too. Talk with your friends, neighbors and co-workers and urge
them to vote. This issue is not complex (and has nothing to do with pottys). The core issue: Do you believe
that all Houstonians should be treated fairly and equally under the law – or not? If you think not – then vote
against it. But we tremble for the future of our city if those negative voices secure a victory. So how about
we do everything in our power so that we can say, “Fear did not win - not on this day and not in this city.”
With affection,
Becky and Mark
4

Recurring October Activities - You Are Invited
Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 7-9 PM in the sanctuary. All
experience levels welcome, no auditions! Contact: Music Director,
Adrian Rodriguez, adrian.euuc@gmail.com.
Emerson Intergeneration Orchestra: Sundays, 9-10 AM in Westwood
Hall. All musicians and ages welcome. Contact: Orchestra Director,
Bill Tackett, tackett.bill@gmail.com.
Stitchers: Every Wednesday, 11 AM in Delaney Hall. Come for
conversation, if not for craft!
Women’s Evening Book Group: Wednesday, October 7, 7:30 PM in
the Library. 10% Happier by Dan Harris. Contact: Jill Rose, jillorose@gmail.com.
Sandwiches for SEARCH: Thursday, October 8, at 10:30 AM in Westwood Hall. Contact: Barbara Hopkins,
bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net.
Men’s Book Group: Wednesday, October 21, 6:30 PM at Luby’s, 2730 Fondren. The book of the month The
Gates of the Alamo by Stephen Harrigan. Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net.
Daytime Book Group: Thursday, October 15, 10 AM in the Library. This month’s book is The Sixth Extinction
by Elizabeth Kolbert. Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net.

10 a.m. ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
HOW CAN WE MAKE SENSE OF RELIGION? A Philosophical Approach to Religion
Facilitator: Mike Condit
October 4—This week addresses several basic concepts in religious traditions. What is religion, and why has it
been so important in human existence? How does philosophy relate to traditional religion? What is the
difference between “knowledge” and ”faith”? If we look at religion through a philosophical lens, what does that
imply? This is the background for deeper considerations about religion in the modern world.
October 11— A central feature in any discussion of philosophy of religion is “God talk.” What are the various
ideas about divinity in the Western ethical monotheistic world, and how have they been historically justified or
refuted? We will review ontological, cosmological, and teleological arguments for the existence of God and will
consider the views of some modern philosophers.
October 18—We will continue our discussion of “God Talk” by moving in a completely new direction. We will
discuss ideas that go “beyond theism,” abandoning the anthropomorphic theistic descriptions of God seen in
the major religions of the West. This will involve ideas and positions held by Nietzsche, Paul Tillich, and John
Shelby Spong.
October 25 —We will culminate our discussions regarding the philosophical approach to religion with a specific
focus on Unitarian Universalism. We will look at our UU principles and ask whether they are really a “religious
creed” or just a very sophisticated way of pursuing life. We will then relate those principles to the bigger picture
of world religion today.
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Save These Dates in October…
Learn Spanish
Beginner Spanish lessons available at Emerson! "Lunch and Learn Spanish - The Libation Session" classes
begin October 6 and run through December 10 (8 weeks) on Tuesday evenings from 6:30-8:00 PM.
Emersonian Alisha Loftin is a 20-year veteran Spanish teacher. "Libation Session Spanish" (yes, it really is
BYOB!) Material will include vocabulary and grammar structures with an emphasis on conversational
Spanish. Cost to the student is $200. for an 8-week session. Space is limited, so contact Alisha at
alishadenton@sbcglobal.net for more information or to enroll.

Soctober Event
Autumn has a new month this year: SOCKTOBER. Help us donate enough NEW socks to Interfaith
Ministries so they can give a new pair or two to every Meals on Wheels recipient in Houston. Put your
new, men's or women's socks in the collection box in The Gathering Place now through November 1.
For more information, (email Barb A. Badams545@sbcglobal.net or Beth H.
bethandjohnh@gmail.com)

Training for New Members of the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team
The Lay Pastoral Ministry Team will be training new members in October. The training will be spread over
three sessions - Sunday afternoon, October 18, from 12:30 to 4 PM and Saturdays, October 24 and 31,
from 9 AM to 1 PM. If you are interested in learning more about this rewarding “ministry of presence”
which helps make our Beloved Community real in the lives of our members, you can find a brochure
describing the Team’s work in the Membership Kiosk. If you think you might be interested in serving on
this team, contact Kay Bergen, Coordinator, at kay_kenny@yahoo.com or Rev. Becky at the church office
at ministers@emersonhouston.org.

CROP Hunger Walk!
The Houston CROP HUNGER WALK will be on Sunday,
November 1 this year. Our annual UNICEF carnival will also be
that day after church. We envision lots and lots of Emersonians
staying after church for the carnival, eating lunch and playing
games, raising money to help kids around the world - and
THEN those very same people heading downtown to fight
hunger around the world by joining CROP WALK at 2 PM. Can’t
you just see it now - a moving mass of Emersonians, many of them walking in costume!
Zachary Engle (worldsbestwriter@yahoo.com) heads up Emerson’s team this year. He can use help in
organizing - and - he hopes most everyone will step up and step out. Or, if you can’t walk yourself,
sponsor someone who can. In several of the last few years, Emerson has had one of the largest teams
at Houston’s CROP WALK. Let’s do it again this year! EMERSON WALKS!!!
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News
Share-the-Plate for Your Good Cause
By Gabe Gelb
Nomination forms are now available for the member donations to be contributed to the collection plate
each Sunday in 2016. Each selected organization will receive 75% of the Sunday collection plate for one
month.
To be eligible for consideration, your good cause must have 501 (c) (3) status, and its mission and
activities must be compatible with our UU Seven Principles. Deadline for submission of your nomination
form is October 20. Please leave your completed form in the church office or mail it in.
You can print the form from the EmersonHouston website. In the search box on top of the home page,
type in Share-the-Plate Nomination.
The newly formed Outreach Committee will select the most appropriate beneficiaries for the 12
positions. Committee members are Edna Kelly, chair; Carolyn Truesdell; Dr. Ben Withers; Karen George
and Gabe Gelb. In addition, this group manages the sequestrated of income from our Endowment in
accordance with a bylaws change voted by the congregation last year.
And many thanks to Jane Zachritz for supervising Share-the-Plate over the last several years!

Let’s Build Houston Together!

Tighty Whities Rule!
By Jane Zachritz

Time to strap on your tool belts .. Emerson UU's
53rd Rebuilding Together Houston project is
almost here! On the Saturdays of October 17 and
24 (9:00 AM - 3:00 PM) we will be renovating the
house of an elderly or disabled person living below
the poverty line. There are many ways to help and
you don't have to be a master carpenter to make a
big difference! You can come for all or part of the
day. Lunch, water and soft drinks are
provided. Please sign-up in The Gathering Place or
contact Jane Zachritz at jm.zachritz@gmail.com.

Thanks to everyone,
we collected OVER
500 PAIRS OF
UNDERWEAR for
UNDIES FOR
EVERYONE!!! From
Teenage Mutant
Ninja Turtles to
Jurassic Park, we collected every kind of underwear
imaginable. And no, I didn't keep the super girl
underwear for myself even though it was
tempting! Your donations will be helping a lot of
low income girls and boys in need of a fresh and
fabulous day and they will bring smiles to the faces
of school nurses all across Houston. A special shout
-out to Zachary Engle for his wonderful poster and
for giving one of our best church announcements
ever .. you know it's game on when you're willing
to wear underwear on your head to support a
cause! We all giggled just a bit .. okay .. quite a lot,
but learned that giving can be so much fun!
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emerson UNITARIAN

UNIVERSALIST church

Becky and Mark Edmiston-Lange, Co-Ministers
1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057
713-782-8250
www.emersonhouston.org
www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
www.twitter.com/emersonhouston

PR News
Please send all submissions
for the newsletter, E-blast,
Order of Service, and
website to
pr@emersonhouston.org.
Our Newsletter submission
deadline is Tuesday, October
20, by noon. Email
submission to
pr@emersonhouston.org.

New to UU? Want to Know More?
Join Emerson Sunday - Ready to join? The Membership
Committee and Co-Minister Becky welcome you to a
conversation about Emerson and to sign the membership book if
you desire. Meet in the Library at 12:30 PM.
Next Class: October 11
Child care is provided. Please RSVP with the office at
mary@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the event.

www.emersonhouston.org
Connect with us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/emersonhouston and
Twitter at www.twitter.com/emersonhouston.

