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Share -the -Plate  
 
Urban farms for Houston, small businesses for 
refugees                                                            By Ann May  
 
This group partners with social and religious groups to provide land 

ŀƴŘ ǘƻƻƭǎ ǘƻ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǿƘƻ ǎŜǘǘƭŜ ƛƴ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜǿ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ōŜǎƛŘŜǎ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎΦ wŜŦǳƎŜŜǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ 

training at a model farm, as well as additional business assistance to help sell their produce through farmers 

markets, farm stands, farm shares and restaurant sales. A portion of each success helps provide 

opportunities for future refugees, and our replicable model can easily be scaled to support hundreds of 

urban farms throughout the city and beyond. Through Plant It Forward Farms, refugees can become active 

and contributing citizens that help Houston realize its potential as a leader in sustainable living. 

 ¢ƘŜ Ǝƻŀƭ ŦƻǊ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ŀ ǘƛƭƭŜǊΣ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳŜǊǎ ǇǊŜǇŀǊŜ ǘƘŜ ƎŀǊŘŜƴǎ 

for winter crops.  

 On Sunday, November 8, at 12:30 PM in Room 205. Kassy Rodriguez, Farm Share Manager will share 
ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ǘƘƛǎ Ŧŀƭƭ ŀƴŘ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ōǳȅ ŀ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜΦ ! ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳǎ ƛǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ 
for November 15, and we hope to participate in a work day at one of the farms. To learn more about the 
farmers and farms, see www.plant-it-forward.org ƻǊ ǎǘƻǇ ōȅ ǘƘŜ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ ƳƻǊƴƛƴƎ CŀǊƳŜǊΩǎ aŀǊƪŜǘ ƻƴ 
Eastside, or see Ann May.  

Our beloved community of faith, reason, and affection welcomes all to grow 

in mind and spirit as we build a better world. 

CarnivalτNovember 1! 
Noon to 1:30 PM 

Pizza, games, and more 
!ƭƭ ǇǊƻŎŜŜŘǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ¦bL/9CΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ 

around the world. 

http://www.plant-it-forward.org
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Religious Education  
 

At Rebuilding Together Houston, one of our volunteers made the mistake 

of moving a ladder without securing the paint pot. Whoops! In a moment, 

paint splashed all over the house, the ground, and nearby workers. 
 

A few weeks ago in Chalice Hour, my own plans fell into chaosτa game laid 

out was too much temptation for little hands, and then one child started a 

ǘǊŜƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŦƻƭŘ Ƙƛǎ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǇŀǇŜǊ ŀƛǊǇƭŀƴŜΧΦ 
 

Life is never flawless. 
 

Lƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƛƭƭ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ¢ƘŀƴƪǎƎƛǾƛƴƎ ƘƻƭƛŘŀȅǎΧ ƳŀȅōŜ ǿŜΩƭƭ ƳŜǎǎ ǳǇ ǘƘŜ 

potatoes with inattentive mashing, too much milk, scorching. One of our children will spill the cranberry 

sauce, possibly uttering a colorful epithet. Aunt Rosie will bring up politics, and who knows where that will 

ƎƻΧ 
 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉŀǎǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ DŜƴŜǊŀƭ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΣ ǘƘŜ wŜǾΦ {Ŝŀƴ tŀǊƪŜǊ 5Ŝƴƴƛǎƻƴ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ .ŜǊǊȅ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 9ǎǎŀȅ 

Failure is not optional. The only way not to fail is to try nothing.  

So we need to be courageous people who try and try again, 

learning as we go, and finding grace within and in community as we 

fail. What whoopses have you made? How have you learned from 

them? And how do you find the courage to try again? 

 

Faithfully, 

Katy Carpman 

Director of Religious Education 

Welcome Our New Members!  

 

 

 

 

 
Dominique and Olga Sosa-Nelson 

Michele Corron 

Cathy Johnson 

Creig Romero and 

David Roessler 

Norma Atherton 

Lydia and James 

Kelly 


