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Come to the Emerson Players’ production of The Good Doctor, May 6,
May 7, and May 8. For more information e-mail
emersonplayers@gmail.com. See you there!
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS—Coming Up
This month we finish up our school-year programs with a combination of
special services, classes, and end-of-year parties. In June we transition to
Summer Sunday School, a dynamic one-room schoolhouse. This year we’ll
meet A World of New Friends, exploring the amazing diversity of people of many faiths and cultures. That
teaching team is forming now—can you commit to lead or assist with a lesson between June 5 th and
August 14th?
RE Innovation Conversations 2
Sunday, May 15, Noon to 3 PM
On March 5th we started to consider the challenges our children and
youth will face in their lifetimes, and how Emerson can help prepare the
next generation to be the change makers the world needs.
Join us as we develop action plans for many of these ideas. Lunch and
childcare provided! RSVP to Katy.
Making Summer Plans?
If you’re looking for camps for the family or children and youth, consider a Unitarian Universalist
camp! UbarU has great offerings in June and July, while The Point (formerly known as SWUUSI) comes
together July 24-29.
What would you like to study in 2016-2017?
Katy Carpman
Director of Religious Education

Join the Adult RE Committee @10 AM on June 5 in Room 205 as
we consider programs for next church year! We look forward to
hearing your ideas!

MAY Share-the-Plate
Emerson’s Groppe Scholarship provides two year community/junior college scholarships to students who
are the first in their family to attend college. The scholarship is awarded based on an application process
with one to three recipients selected annually. The scholarship covers tuition, all required fees, and
textbook expenses. The scholarship recipients are predominantly low income, minority students who are
often from immigrant families. As part of the scholarship, each of the recipients is assigned to a member
of the Groppe Scholarship Committee who acts as an advisor/mentor to help guide them through the
educational process.
The Groppe Scholarship Committee is currently reviewing this year’s applicants and hopes that you will
give generously so that we can provide scholarships to as many students as possible. When considering
your donation, please remember that by helping to educate low income students who might not
otherwise attend college, we are supporting and enhancing the inherent worth and dignity of every
person while striving to increase justice and equality in human relations.
Our beloved community of faith, reason, and affection welcomes all to
grow in mind and spirit as we build a better world.

10 AM ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Adult Ed Class: What We Choose: Ethics for Unitarian Universalists
Sundays in May, 10:00 AM, Room 205/206, Facilitators: Kenny Jones and Katie Scott
Unitarian Universalism is a faith of deeds, not creeds. But how do we decide what course of action to
follow when a situation is complex and the moral course is unclear?
We regularly face moral choices, big and small. How should we respond to a tricky family or
relationship situation? What is the right thing to do when faced with a dilemma at work? What must I
do to follow the values of my Unitarian Universalist faith tradition?
This program invites participants to focus attention on the moral and ethical questions that
arise and explore the ethical frameworks that can help in sorting through a dilemma. It offers
discussion, reflection, experiential learning, community building, and suggestions for justice-making
activities that bring Unitarian Universalist religious ethics to bear in the community and the wider
world.
Un-Conversation Discussions...is on hiatus until June.
Third Sunday Poetry Group: A casual gathering of those who love poetry. Bring something you have written
or a poem you wish you had written. May 15, Room 204

Recurring Activities—You Are Invited!
Choir Rehearsal: Wednesdays, 7-9 PM in the sanctuary. All experience levels welcome, no auditions!
Contact: Music Director, Adrian Rodriguez, adrian.euuc@gmail.com.
Emerson Intergeneration Orchestra: Sundays, 9-10 AM in Westwood Hall. All musicians and ages welcome.
Contact: Orchestra Director, Bill Tackett, office@emersonhouston.org.
Stitchers: Every Wednesday, 11 AM in Delaney Hall. Come for conversation, if not for craft!
Women’s Evening Book Group: Wednesday, May 18, 7:30 PM in the Library. The book of the month is The
Promise by Ann Weisgarber. Contact: Jill Rose, jillorose@gmail.com.
Sandwiches for SEARCH: Thursday, May 12 at 10:30 AM in Westwood Hall. Contact: Barbara Hopkins,
bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net.
Men’s Book Group: Wednesday, May 18, 6:30 PM at Luby’s, 2730 Fondren. The book of the month is ISIS Inside the Army of Terror by Michael Weiss and Hassan Hassan . Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net.
Daytime Book Group: Thursday, May 19, 10 AM in the Library. This month’s book is Go Set a Watchman, by
Harper Lee . Contact: Dave Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net.
Circle Dinners: Saturday, May 21, 7:00 PM, please contact Mary Ann Rusk, at mafrusk@comcast.net.

The Caregiving Support Group—Support for Those Giving Support
The Caregiving Support Group was created for those who are providing support and/or care to a loved one
with a chronic illness. Its purpose is to offer a safe, compassionate environment in which members can share
openly without judgement, connect on common experiences, and gain helpful resources/information.
Group meets every 3rd Saturday of the month from 10:00 AM – 11:30 AM in Room 204
Walk-ins are welcome! For more info: Sarah Rossmiller 832-570-4183 or sarahrossmiller@gmail.com.
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SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE
Typical Sunday Schedule
9 AM EIO Rehearsal • 9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins
10 AM Adult Ed and Kids’ Activities • 11 AM Worship • 11:15 AM Kids’ Programming
May 1

Credo Sunday—Our Coming of Age Youth

Each year we encourage our eighth graders to take part in a Coming of Age program, spending the year in
contemplation of their deepest values. This Sunday they share their credo statements with all of us in this
heartfelt worship service.
May 8

Flower Communion—Katy Carpman

Every Spring Unitarian Universalist congregations take part in this ritual of sharing. Bring a flower or five as
we celebrate the gifts of community.
May 15

Music Sunday: Creativity and the Art of Living—Adrian Rodriguez

What is creativity, where does it come from, and what are its implications on mastering the art of living?
Come join the Emerson Choir, the Emerson Intergenerational Orchestra, and the Austin High School Chamber
singers as we engage with the Fauré Requiem as an opportunity to connect with our humanity.
May 22

Surviving Aids—Ken McLeod

Thirty-five years ago the world changed radically for many people when a tiny article appeared about a small
group of gay men with a rare illness. ALL of us have had various adjustments to make in the face of AIDS.
Today, long term survivors of HIV struggle with multiple issues, both concrete and emotional. Those who are
HIV- but were at risk had their lives changed, too. Indeed, the culture at large has been changed by this illness
and the issues it raised for us all. This sermon looks back and looks at today as we consider AIDS' impact.
May 29

Memorial Day Taize Service—April DeConick and Stephen Lipp

This service will remember and honor those who died while serving in the armed forces. The simple music of
Taize and the quiet moments of contemplation will help us recall our heroes and the sacrifices that they
made for our nation. Together we will build a rock sculpture to honor their memory and light candles of
hope.

Wheel of Life










Ken McLeod continues to recover from a recent surgery.
Our thoughts are with Victor Ortuno, whose mother died in early April.
Condolences also to Donald Smith, whose brother died April 5th.
Norenne Trama broke her leg, and is recovering after surgery.
Stevie and Kenneth Miller's preemie Gavin is growing well and we
hope he’ll be heading home soon!
Nicole and Donald Smith will be moving home to Illinois this month.
They will be missed!
Jacqui and Greg Hunt celebrated their thirtieth wedding anniversary!
Congratulations, lovebirds!
Edward M. Webb, Jr., and Sue Gieler were married in Vale, Colorado
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PR News
Please send all submissions
for the newsletter, Eblast,
Order of Service, and
website to
pr@emersonhouston.org.
Our Newsletter submission
deadline is Tuesday, May 17,
by noon. Email submission
to pr@emersonhouston.org.

New to UU? Want to Know More?
Join Emerson Sunday - Ready to join? The Membership
Committee welcomes you to a conversation about Emerson and
to sign the membership book if you desire. Meet in the Library at
12:30 p.m.
Next Class: May 15
Child care is provided. Please RSVP with the office at
mary@emersonhouston.org at least five days before the event.

www.emersonhouston.org
Connect with us on Facebook at
www.facebook.com/emersonhouston and
Twitter at www.twitter.com/emersonhouston.
Meetup: /EmersonSeekers

