
Hatch Youth is dedicated to empowering lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual, transgender, queer, questioning, intersex, asexual 
and allied (LGBTQIA) youth, ages 13-20, by providing a 
safe social environment, offering role models and peer 
support, and sponsoring educational and community 
outreach opportunities.  Hatch Youth was founded in re-
sponse to the request of a lesbian teen attending First 
Unitarian Universalist Church for a place where gay and 
lesbian youth could meet, share concerns and support 
one another.  As many as two-thirds of LGBTQIA students 
report feeling unsafe in school because of their sexual 
orientation.  Partnering with Communities in Schools 
Houston, the Safe Zones Project was created in 2009 to 

give LGBTQIA students a safe, affirming place to connect and support each other through 
peer groups held on campus.  HATCH's Project Remix was started in 2011 to identify and as-
sist homeless and at-risk LGBTQIA teens and young adults in the Houston area with getting off 
the streets and into more stable and affirming living environments.  HATCH also provides a  
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Celebrate the Start of  a 
New Church Year! 

September 11—Homecoming Sunday 

and Pizza Potluck  

It’s always a joyous service!  Then join 
us after church for a picnic of pizza, a 
beverage and, of course, there will be 
SNOW CONES! Please bring a salad or 
dessert to share! See YOU there! 
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Revels 
 
Hello everyone!  It is great to be back from our sabbatical.  Emerson is a 

beloved community.  And while we had wonder filled adventures and 

trips, as well as deeply enriching study, during our sabbatical, it is so 

good to be in your presence once again. 

 

We have much to tell and much to catch up on.  The life of Emerson and 

events in the world continued to unfold while we were absorbed with 

the subject of humanity’s relation to the earth as we articulate a new 

way of being that can meet the challenges of our time.  If you were in 

church on our first two Sundays back – August 21 and 28 – you heard us 

talk about our trips to the Everglades, the Grand Canyon, Yosemite and the Hudson River Valley.  And 

you heard some of the reflections prompted by those trips in conjunction with our reading.    But 

there will still be more to come.  The insights from our time away will continue to inspire and inform 

us as we move through the church year ahead.  So, stay tuned! 

 

But for now, the most important thing we have to say is thank you!  Thank 

you to the entire congregation for the gift of this marvelous time away 

from our normal duties.  We are so grateful – grateful for the 

experiences we had, undoubtedly, but so grateful as well for 

Emerson’s staff and lay leadership who carried on in our absence.  

Thank you to Karen Van Horn, Emerson’s Business Administrator, to 

Katy Carpman, Director of Religious Education, to Adrian Rodriquez, 

Music Director, and to Alejandra Gonzalez, our new Office 

Administrator for Communications.  Thank you to Mike Condit, Board 

President and to all the Board of Trustees, to the Finance Committee 

and Treasurer; thank you to the Lay Pastoral Ministry Team; thank you to 

the Adult Ed folks and the Religious Education teachers; thank you to all the folks involved in the 

various social action projects and outreach to the larger community; thank you to those who spoke 

on Sundays and those who kept the music flowing, thank you to those who kept on coming to church 

and contributing in ways big and small – and thank you to those who paid their pledges on time!  All 

of you together - staff, lay leadership and congregation - kept the programs running and the buildings 

humming.  Thank you, thank you, thank you! 

 

We hope to see you all on Homecoming Sunday, September 11.  It will be great.  The choir will be 

back and we’ve got a great story to tell. Come and show to us – show to one another -your beautiful 

faces.  And don’t forget the Pizza Potluck after the service! 

 

In faith and affection,  

 

Becky and Mark  

 

               

            “… the most 

   important thing 

  we have to say is 

      thank you!” 



Typical  Sunday Schedule 

9 AM EIO Rehearsal  • 9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins    

10 AM Adult Ed and Kids’ Activities  •  11 AM Worship  •  11:15 AM Kids’ Programming  

SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE  

The world seems a bit crazier than normal these 
days but beyond the flames lies the Phoenix of 
something new arising among us. 

September 4 

The Great Work of Our Time 

Is saving the planet the “Great Work” of our time?  
Many might argue that is so.  But what about the 
unfulfilled promises of the “Great Society”?  
Sometimes it seems we have to choose between 
helping people and helping the earth, between 
jobs and the environment, but is that necessarily 
so?  Cannot the two be reconciled?  

September 11 

You Never Know What Might Happen! 

It’s Homecoming Sunday!  Come embrace the 
new church year and let’s see what amazing 
things might happen as our energy creates syn-
ergy.  The Choir makes its fall debut, Shan will 
tickle the ivories and Mark and Becky will tell a 
favorite Bill Harley story about a party under a full 
moon.  

What are the characteristics of a “sacred space”?  
How can we tell if we are standing on “holy 
ground”?  Are there landscapes which are more 
conducive to spiritual experience than others?  
Continued reflections from the sabbatical. 

September 25 

Landscapes of the Sacred 

September 18 

The Future of the World Will Not Be Built with 

Anger 

Sunday, September 11 and 18, 10:00 a.m., Room 205/206, “Creation Myths”, Mike Condit 
Creation myths are part of most religious traditions, attempts to answer key questions regard-
ing the cosmos and our role within it. These myths are often beautiful metaphorical stories, 
some of which are considered divine truth by specific religious groups. In this two-week 
course we will consider creation myths as a whole, pointing out similarities that suggest uni-
versality as well as key differences. In the process we will discuss several specific myths as ex-
amples of different classifications of myth. We will stress the artistic and metaphorical nature 
of myths, including not only the well-known stories in the Hebrew Bible and Enuma Elish, but 
also myths from China, Egypt, Scandinavia, and the Huron and Navajo Indians.  
 
Sunday, September 25th, 10:00 am, Room 205/206, Adult Religious Education – Houston Refugee Service Op-
portunities. Come learn some concrete actions Emersonians can take to Build Justice on this vital issue. Guest 
Speaker to be determined. Stay tuned! 

Adult Ed 
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My in-laws gifted us a smoker last month—the box was 
adorned with this “Team Lift” sticker. 
 
I’ve adopted this as my new Facebook picture reminding myself 
that we can take on awesome (and sometimes awkward and 
bulky) things when we work together. 
 
Our Sunday School program is collaborative--what could you do 
with an hour or two each month? 
 

What children might be enriched by your talents and your presence?  How might you grow? 
 
Are you the type to get down on the floor to share a story, to set up an experiment? Do you 
wish you had more time for simple crafts? Are you looking for a place to garden and share 
that wonder with others? Are you looking for between-Sundays opportunities? Would you like 
to take pictures or be a reporter at our many events? 
 
Can you share something of your lived experience with our middle or high school youth? Do 
you have meditation techniques or life strategies you would love to share with others? 
 
Do you come from another faith tradition or culture, and can you share new understandings 
with others?  
 
In our RE Innovation Conversations last Spring, a recurring theme was a longing for more  
multigenerational opportunities—from gardening to game days to field trips—I encourage all 
to join in the fun and good works. 
 
On Sunday, September 11, we have Homecoming Sunday—an all-ages service and joyful lunch 
afterward.  
 
Our full program begins September 18 with curriculum rooted in critical thinking, Unitarian 
Universalist values, and helping our children and youth to interact courageously with the 
world. 
 
Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
katy.euuc@gmail.com 

Team Lift 



Recurring Activities 

ESL Classes 

Join us for our free Tuesday and Thursday classes from 6:30—8:30 p.m.  
Rooms 204, 207 and 209. 

Free Saturday classes for Beginner and Intermediate Levels begin September 
10 from 1:00-4:00 p.m.  

For more information, contact Deborah at (713) 504-0819. 
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Stitchers:  Every Wednesday, 11 a.m.  in Delaney Hall. Come for 

conversation, if not for craft! 

 

Sandwiches for SEARCH: Thursday, September 8, at 10:30 a.m. in Westwood 

Hall. Contact: Barbara Hopkins, bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net. 

 

Caregiving Support Group: Saturday, September 17, at 10 a.m. in Room 204.  

Contact Sarah Rossmiller at sarahrossmiller@gmail.com.  

 

Emerson Poetry Group:  A casual gathering of those who love poetry. Bring 

something you have written or a poem you wish you had written. 

Saturday, September 18, at 9:45 a.m., Room 204. 

Congratulations to Edna and 
Larry Kelly on the birth of their 
granddaughter Claire! 
 

Our thoughts and prayers are 
with— 
 Rick Adamss on the death of 
his father, Dick, on August 7. 
 Victor Ortuño on the death of 
his father in August. 
 Ann May on the death of her 
sister, Betsy, on August 13. 

 

And we wish all the best to our graduated seniors as they head off into the next chapter of 
their lives! 

Wheel of Life 

Book Club Groups 
 

Daytime Book Group:  

Thursday, September 15,         

10 a.m. in the Library.  This 

month’s book is American 

Ch a ra cter  b y  Col in 

Woodard. Contact: Dave 

Bergt, dbergt@comcast.net. 

 

 

Women’s Evening Book 

Group:  

Wednesday, September 21,  

7:30 p.m. in the Library.  

The book of the month is 

Brooklyn by Colm Toibin.  

Contact: Jill Rose, jillo-

rose@gmail.com.  

 

 

Men’s Book Group:  

Wednesday, September 21, 

6:30 p.m. at Luby’s,      2730 

Fondren. This month’s book 

is Elon Musk: Tesla, 

SpaceX, and the Quest for a 

Fantastic Future by Ashlee 

Vance. Contact: Dave Bergt, 

dbergt@comcast.net. 

Emerson Bookstore 

 
Stop by the bookstore to see 
the new titles in stock. 
While you’re there, check 
out the great assortment of 
bumper stickers and  
hand-made cards. 

mailto:bbhopkins@sbcglobal.net
mailto:sarahrossmiller@gmail.com
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
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Project Refugee 

Saturday, September 3rd, 6:45 
pm – 8:30 pm, Sanctuary, Emer-
son Unitarian Universalist 
Church  
Project Refugee presents a 
screening of Brothers on the 
Line, a documentary film by Sa-
sha Ruether, grandson of Victor 
Reuther. Narrated by Martin 
Sheen, Brothers on the Line is an 
award-winning film exploring the 
extraordinary journey of the 
Reuther brothers – prolific union 
organizers who led an army of 

laborers into an epic struggle for social justice. The efforts of 
Walter, Roy, and Victor Reuther  transformed working condi-
tions in the auto industry and the helped create a vibrant 
labor movement in the United States. A great way to cele-
brate Labor Day! 
Doors open at 5:45 pm for light refreshment and conversa-
tion, a brief introduction and previews at 6:30 pm, feature 
presentation at 6:45 pm, discussion to follow. Admission is 
free, but donations to cover the licensing fee are accepted. 
 
Sunday, September 4th, 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, Westwood 
Hall, Project Refugee Justice Building ACTion Potluck Lunch 
The Power of the Pen – Social Action Writers! Have a con-
cern? Want to take ACTion? Make your pitch, enlist the help 
of your colleagues, and write to decision makers! Pens, pa-
per, envelopes, and stamps will be provided. Eat a delicious 

lunch and let your voice be heard all at the same time and in 
the same space! 
 
Saturday, September 24th , 6:45 pm – 8:30 pm, Sanctuary, 
Emerson Unitarian Universalist Church 
Project Refugee presents a screening of Climate Refugees, a 
film that reveals the “human face 
of climate change”. This documen-
tary was three years in the making 
and covered 48 countries. This 
multi-award winning Sundance film 
has been screened around the 
world to global citizens, churches, 
the US Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives, the Pentagon, The Vati-
can, international governments, 
DAVOS, and a multitude of univer-
sities across the globe. It now 
comes to Emerson. 
Doors open at 5:45 pm for light 
refreshment and conversation, a brief introduction and pre-
views at 6:30 pm, feature presentation at 6:45 pm, discussion 
to follow. Admission is free, but donations to cover the li-
censing fee are accepted. 
 
Sunday, September 25th, 12:30 pm to 1:30 pm, Westwood 
Hall, Project Refugee Justice Building ACTion Potluck Lunch 
Welcome Refugee Sunday – Meet a representative from In-
terfaith Ministries – Refugee Services to learn about the 
Refugee Sponsorship program. Working together, Emerson-
ians can have a powerful positive impact in the lives of a 
newly arriving refugee family.  

LGBTQ+Allies 

Emersonians 

Please join the LGBTQ+Allies Emersonians for a potluck lunch 

on September 11th in Room 209 at 12:15 p.m. We plan on 

gathering second Sunday of every month to talk about how 

Emerson UU Church can continue to grow and support the 

LGBTQ community. Pizza will be provided; please bring a 

salad or dessert to share. ALL are invited and ALL are wel-

come. For additional information, please contact 

euulgbtq@outlook.com. 

radio talk show on KPFT 90.1 every first Saturday at mid-
night, a crisis/suicide hotline (713.529.3211) and the Hatch 
prom.  As you can see, this is a very special organization that 
promotes and affirms our first principle so please give gen-
erously.  75% of the collection will go to Hatch Youth and the 
remaining 25% will go to our standing recipient, Meals on 
Wheels. 

Correspondent Needed 

An inmate in the Hightower Unit of the Texas Correctional 

System would like to correspond with a member of Emerson 

regarding his faith journey, Unitarian Universalism, Emerson 

Church and interfaith relations. If interested, contact Becky 

Edmiston-Lange through the church office. 

September Share-the-Plate 

—Hatch Youth (continued…) 
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Circle Dinners 

Circle Dinners are held in homes of the hosts/hostesses, except 

for the May Dinners that are held at Church. Each date requires 

3 to 4 hosts/hostesses. Please let me know if you are available 

to host on one of these 

dates—and if you would like 

to join us, let me know that 

too! 

 

Thanks, 

Mary Ann Rusk, Circle Dinner Chair 

Email: mafrusk@comcast.net 

The Circle Dinners dates are: 

Saturday, September 17, 2016 

Saturday, November 19, 2016 

Saturday, January 21, 2017 

Saturday, March 18, 2017 

Saturday, May 20, 2017 

Standing Up for Racial Justice—Work Groups Potluck Action Luncheon—Saturday, September 3rd 
Fight for Justice Coalition, Coordinating Council for Social Action. 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. in Westwood Hall. 
 
September Back to School Drive - Undies for Everyone 
The Coordinating Council for Social Action is sponsoring a drive for 
Undies for Everyone (UFE), a non-profit that collects underwear for 
low income students and distributes them through school nurses 
when a student has an accident or simply needs underwear to wear 
to school.  So … how can you help?  On the Sundays of September 
11th, 18th and 25th, just bring in new, in-the-package underwear 
(children's 4 through adult) and drop them off in the collection bin in 
the Gathering Place between 10:30 a.m. and 12:30 p.m.  This is a 
really fun activity that the whole family can participate in!  It doesn’t 
cost much and you can have fun picking out silly or practical under-
wear.  We will all giggle just a little but this goes to a great cause and 
we look forward to everyone helping out! 
 

Shop Smart Event - A Fair Trade Market - Sunday, September 18th 
Please join us for an informative 45 minute program about fair-trade shopping at Emerson at 12:30.  Later that day you are 
invited to attend the annual Shop Smart Event held by United Against Human Trafficking.  This event stresses the importance 
of shopping fair trade in order to help prevent and ultimately eliminate human trafficking.  The fair trade market will be held 
from 4:00 - 8:00 p.m. at Kirby Ice House, 3333 Eastside Drive.  Due to the venue where the event is being held this year, you 
must be 23 or older to attend.  There will be a sign-up sheet in The Gathering Place in case you would like to carpool from Em-
erson.  Whether you want to get some early holiday shopping done or pick out something special for yourself, this is a wonder-
ful and educational event! 
 

Autumn Equinox Supper and Service—Thursday, September 22nd 
Come celebrate the first day of Fall. Potluck supper 6-7 p.m., service at 7 p.m. in Westwood Hall. This is an 
informal, participatory service. You’re invited to bring music or a reading about fall or the changing seasons. 
Questions? Contact Ann or Robin at ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org. If the weather is nice, we’ll have 
the service outside. Open to all ages. 
 

Fall Campus Cleanup 
Saturday, September 24, 9:00 a.m.—1:00 p.m. Works outside sprucing up our plantings or inside cleaning cabinets and cup-
boards and the Cry Room. We have the tools! Snacks and drinks will be provided. 



 

emerson UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST church 
Becky and Mark Edmiston-Lange, Co-Ministers 

1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057 

713-782-8250 

emersonhouston.org 

facebook.com/emersonhouston 

twitter.com/emersonhouston 

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson. 

Join Emerson Sunday - The Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about 

Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at 

12:30 pm.  Next Class:  October 9 (No Join Emerson Sunday in September). 
 

Child care is provided.  Please RSVP to the office at alejandra@emersonhouston.org  

at least five days before the event. 

Stay Connected! 

facebook.com/emersonhouston  

twitter.com/emersonhouston  

emersonhouston.org 

meetup.com/emersonseekers 

PR News 

Please send all submissions for the Eblast, 

Order of Service and website weekly by 

Tuesdays to pr@emersonhouston.org. 
 

Next Newsletter deadline is  

Tuesday, September 20.  

mailto:mary@emersonhouston.org
http://www.facebook.com/emersonhouston
http://www.twitter.com/emersonhouston
http://www.emersonhouston.org
http://www.meetup.com/emersonseekers
mailto:pr@emersonhouston.org

