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PLANT IT FORWARD FAR
URBAN FARMS FOR HOIUIN, SMALL BUSINESSES FOR REFUGEE:?

July Special Collection SHARE -THE -PLATE

Plant It Forward provides Houston with fresh, local produce
by helping refugees grow their own urban farm businesses.

P L A N T : Each farmer is trained to farm using organic methods and to

sell their produce through farmers markets, farm stands,

IT FORWAR : restaurants, and farm shares.

FARMS

Plant It Forward offersf}
economically disadvantaged refugees an opportunity to become- S
sufficient through growing, harvesting and selling produce from
sustainable urban farm within the city of Houston. Each farm will have i
potential to generate a fair wage for a family of four while providi
premium sustainabhgrown produce to Houstonians. Each farmer m
have had prior farming experience, usually in their home countries
must complete a rigorous 1&onth training program to be certified as ¢

the program, each farmer receives a mentor and an urban rfemm to
grow and sell their own produce under the Plant It Forward brand.

Plant It Forward Farms provides refugees with the tools, training, and business skills needed to becom:e
successful urban farmers. Houston is settling a record number of new refugees every year, many of whon
have fled violence in their homelands and are starting new lives without the job or language skills needed
to succeed. Plant It Forward Farms is helping these refugees
become sehreliant entrepreneurs who can support their families

and help our city grow.

Your Sharghe-Plate donation makes a difference! You are casting
a vote for local produce and the future of refugee farmers and their
families. Your donation ensures that Plant It Forward Farmers can
continue to provide Houstonians with local, organically grown
produce.

You can also support the farmers by buyingcaam Sharg a bag of fresh, local produce delivered to
Emerson each Sunday, or shopping-atm Standdocated on the farms an@&armers Marketsaround
town. For details, checkttp://plant -it-forward.org/

Members and friends sustain the operating expenses of the church
with their pledges, enabling us to give away our Sunday offering.


http://plant-it-forward.org/

A Note From Katy

S.lmmer is a great time for rejuvenation and reconnection. | write this as | travel
to Columbus, Ohio for General Assemblthe annual meeting of thousands of

delegates, professionals, and other enthusiastic UUs from around the country and
the world.

This week | meet with hundreds of colleagues, learn about innovative programs in
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just receiving their credentials as religious professionals, as well as thos~
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Assembly in New Orleans. N

After that | split my time between the office and a few personal Summer Sunday School

tripst family reconnections, good naps, catching up on fun July 3: All Ages Attend Service

reading (ok, some work reading, too), and a lavgaited anni- July 10: Tiva (Hopi) Sarah Boyd

GSNEINE 3ISGlgled 2KSIHKSNI &2 dzQNBL7 Guitlr (duSif) Baybaa Cadthy) & (
town, may you find ways to stay cool, recharge, and feed your  July 24: Mei (Taoist) Beth Hammer
soul! July 31: Ben (Jewish) Kenny Jones

hy {dzyRI @& @&ysdz@ NaBe worghip éarl glgsZesome on down! This Summer our children
gain appreciation of other religions and cultures through the stories of other children, plus games and
crafts in learning centers. Our teachers and assistants are ready to go.

Katy Carpman
Director of Religious Education

Wheel of Life 1 We extend the sympathy of the congregation to the family
and many friends of Bill Atkerson longtime member,
friend, and Intergenerational Orchestra founder and former
conductor who died June 18.

1 A memorial service honoring the life of Charles Dawsl
be Saturday, July 16, 2016, in the sanctuary at 2:00 pm.
Chuck requested a ceremony filled with music and a few
remembrances.




SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE

Y Typical Summer Sunday Schedule
9:45 AM Professional Childcare Begins
mMmn !a !'RdZ G4 9R FYR YARAQ ! OGAGAGASA w MM !
Randy Partain is our Pulpit Speaker throughout the month of July.

July 3- Rain without Thunder and Lightning July 10- Speaking the Truth in Love

Frederick Douglass wrote that wanting justice How you communicate plays a big role in defining
but being afraid of conflict was like wanting Yyour sense of community. If we want to create
rain without thunder and lightning, or want- meaningful, authentic community, our communi-

ing crops to grow without disturbing the cation has to be direct, honest, and respectful.
ground. So much injustice that we see in our Come learn how your intentional communication
world is fueled by harmful religious ideas, yet can help create meaningful, authentic community.

we want to respect a diversity of faith tradi-

tions. How can we confront harmful religious

ideas while still respecting the people who

hold them? How much thunder and lightning

can we tolerate for the nourishing rain of jus-

tice?

July 17 - Promises Not Worth Keeping Juy24 _2dz /I yQi {GSFHf GKS

Sometimes we make promises to ourselves when, 2 dz OF y Qi &adStf GKS Y22y o
we have been hurt. We decide howwe mustbeor | g 8 3 SAOGKSNX 2SS | LIINBOALI
what we must do to be safe, loved, and accepted. dark night, just as we appreciate words of wisdom

Those promises may get us through painful times, when we stumble in our lives. But the moon has no

but they can also get in the way of being fully light of its own; the light we see is merely a reflec-

alive. Giving our word more intentionally opens tion. What if we are the sun?

the way for us to live into our principles more

fully.

10 AM ADULT RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

Immigration Justice July 10 through August 21

Motivated by the growing numbers of migrants entering the United States via the Mexico border, Africa,
and the Middle Easthe importance of the issue in our political discourse and its connection to current
events this summer Adult RE offering will provide a platform of study and discussion for Emersonians and
the larger community to reflect on historic patterns of migration, the role the United States has played
(and still plays) in Latin America, and how we might engage meaningfully with immigration reform as a
moral and social justice issue. Room 205/2(&ee page 7 of this newsletter for more information.

Third Sunday Poetry Group

A casual gathering of those who love poetry. Bring something you have
written or a poem you wish you had written. July 17, Room 204.




Report from the President of the Board

As the summer heat is upon us, we are midway through 2016. Likewise, | am halfway through
my term as President of the Board of Trustees. This is an appropriate time for a few observa-
tions about our church and its activities. | thought | would do this from a somewhat unique per-
spective. My first term as President was 33 years ago in 1983! | thought it might be interesting
to compare 1983 and 2016.

Our church campus has changed significantly. We did not have Delaney Hall in 1983. There we
no gathering space immediately outside the sanctuary. One had to go over to Westwood Hall
for coffee and conversation. The RE classrooms were somewhat rustic and not well connectec
to the other facilities. Notably, Delaney Hall was constructed as a green space, and today we make good use
our facilities for both Emerson and community activities.

Emerson Church is more complex than it was in 1983. Our current mix of young and old members also existe
then, but my sense is that it was more homogeneous. Worship services tended to be more formal and simila
from week to week. Today, | am greatly impressed by the diversity in the form and content of the weekly ser-
vices. Music was developing in 1983 with paid section leads in the choir. Today, our music program performs
a much higher level than one would expect from a church our size. We now also feature instrumental music
including the Emerson Intergenerational Orchestra.

The greatest difference | see between 1983 and 2016 is the commitment to social action and justice. Quit
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laborative efforts with others. Examples are our support and involvement in Texas UU Justice, our stron
stance in support of LGBTQ issues, our new Outreach Committee that has directed funds from our Endowmel
to meaningful initiatives, including health care for all Texans. Our ESL program (English as a Second Languc
has reached people with a real need and in the process has actively involved our members with the commt
nity.

There are many more similarities and differences. Emerson was then, and remains so now, a community the
invites diversity and is committed to the greater common good.

Michael Condit, President

Recurring Activities

Stitchers: Every Wednesday, 11 AM Sandwiches for SEARGHNIill resume in Au-
in Delaney Hall. Come for conversation, if gust. Contact: Barbara Hopkirhhop-
not for craft! kins@sbcglobal.net

aSyQa . 2 2NednBshdy,dully0,
cYon ta |G [dzmeéQaz Hw
book of the month i©ead Wake: The Last
Crossing of the Lusitanigy Eric Larson.
Contact: Dave Bergt,

dbergt@comcast.net

Caregiving Support Group
Saturday, July 16, 10 AM in Room
204. Contact Sarah Rossmiller at
sarahrossmiller@gmail.cam

22YSyQa 99SyAy3
Wednesday, July 20, 7:30 PM in the

Library. Daytime Book GroupThursday, July 21, 10
The book of the month ihe Boys in the l'a AY GKS [ A0N} NHle ¢
Boatby Daniel James Brow@ontact: Jill Secret Chordby Geraldine Brook€ontact;

Rosejillorose@gmail.com Dave Bergtdbergt@comcast.net
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mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:dbergt@comcast.net
mailto:sarahrossmiller@gmail.com
mailto:jillorose@gmail.com

Emerson Takes Leading Role in Lifting up the Basic
Human Need for Health Care

After monthsof planningandresearch9 Y S NEeRofe@@utreachCommitteehas extendedgrants
to Planned Parenthood and Texas Imp&ai worthy organizationghat are involvedin extending
health careto all Texans.

Al f yo ar e
We are proud to havejump-started a statewidecampaigno enlist poor and
faith communities throughout Texasto enhancethe future of uninsured

health care in our state. & Lydu are a poor and uninsured resi-
R S y stafes a Houston Chronicleeditorial, Glexasis terrible for
yourstateof K S f (1 K d ¢

resident, Texas
is terrible for
your state of

heal h o
What can one church do about that?

The obviousanswer: Join with others, through Texasimpact, an Austinbasedconsortiumof reli-

giouscongregationsvorking to influencethe TexasLegislature. Usethe & LJS 2103t 6SSN&Eany
faithsto communicateto legislators, and providmaterialsto the leadershipof those congregations
to explainwhy that communicationcouldchangethe livesof hundredsof thousandsof Texans.

ABOVE POLITICS

TheTexas Impactampaignis called ABOVEPOLITICSHealth Care
*TEXAS IMPACT for All' Texans. Emersorpledged $50,00@satwo-yearcommitment
people Qiftimortnglornstice to fund this effort, joined by a $100,000grant fromthe Episcopal

HealthFoundation. Ourfundscomefrom 3% of the average of the total value of the endowment for
the trailing three year period.

REACHING BEYOND OUR WALLS

Our grant of $25,000,with additional support from Emersoncon-

gregants, has enabled Planned Parenthood Gulf Coastto launch Planned
Reaching3eyondOurWalls,a FaithLeaders OutreachProgramand Parenthood’
continue a comprehensivecommunicationsstrategyto counteract Care. No matter what.

the oppositionattackson PlannedParenthood. AnjelJohnsonPPGC pianned Parenthood Guif Coast
PublicAffairs Field Manage; is activelyimplementingthe program
andwe look forwardto anupdatein Septembe

TheOutreachCommitteeis excitedto shareour grantrecipientswith you. Lookfor further details
in future issuesof the Emersaian as plans beome reality. Pleasecontact any of the following
Committeememberswith questons or for more information: Edra Kelly, chair, Dr. Ben Withers,
Capolyn Truesdale KarenOstrumGeorge and GabeGelb.



July Upcoming and Ongoing Events and Activ

ESL Classes at Emerson Peace Camp at Emerson!
Our English as a An exciting week of Peace Camp is being planned
Second Language for July 2529 at Emerson.The focus will be on de-
class needs vol- veloping inner peace, learning about resolving con-
, unteers. We flicts, coping with bullies, dealing with racism, and
A e, need friendly K2g G2 o0dzAfR | aiges 8I8SR C
people who can be a leader or participant are invited to participate. There have been many

in a conversation class on Thursday ; requests for scholarships, so
nights from 7 to 8:30 pm at the church. Rﬂ(ﬁ please consider sponsoring a
Our ESL students want to practice speak- Er ’ low income youth.

ing English. If you have questions or need JaI f](]LLJ

help with training or materials for leading

a group this summer, contact Deborah Registration is online at peacecamphouston.org.
Landis at 71%04-0819. We hope you

can join us this summer.

Progress on Fund -A-Need 2016: Extending Our Welcome

Thanks to all the generous donors we are taking steps to improve the safety, sustainability and beauty of
our buildings and grounds. So far the money raised in the auction has paid for:

1 Installation of new light fixtures with brighter LEDs all around Delaney Hall.

9 Pruning of major dead and damaged branches from all trees, including
trimming trees on north driveway to meet safety standards. A reinfos
ing cable in a large duatemmed tree near the playground to suppon
its continuing growth safely was also added.

IN PROGRESE&ontracting with
our current grounds maintenance
crew to remove the overgrown
plants on the south side of De
laney Hall. Consulting with con
tractors and arborists on the safg
est, most effective and least ex
pensive way to repair the unever
concrete between Delaney Hal
and Westwood Hall.



More about our Adult RE Offering for the 2016 Su

This foursession UUA course on immigration justice is designed for congregational study groups, with the
expectation that participants will gather for the four sessions. During the summer months, this may prove
difficult, if not impossible. Therefore, this offering will be paced on an every other week basis with the off
$SS1T 2FFSNBR F2N) I3dzSaid aLISEF{ISNAR 2N+ Y2ZRAFASR NEB
attend the original session.

This schedule will also allow time for participants to prepare for the sessions with the provided reading
material fromUndocumentedby Aviva Chomsky and watching selected videos or video clips at home. In
addition, selected excerpts frorbetained and Deported: Stories of Immigrant Families Underbyire
Margaret Regan will be provided and incorporated into the sessions.

Immigration Justice

7/10/16 - Immigration Justice Session ORe&vith
inclusion of Detained & Deported + Film Segment

Flipping

7/17/16 - Speaker Event TBD or Immigration Just|ce
Session One Catelp/Recap

7/24/16 - Immigration Justice Session Twe with
inclusion of Detained & Deported + Film Segment

Flipping

7/31/16 - Speaker Event TBD or Immigration Just|ce
Session Two Catep/Recap

8/7/16 - Immigration Justice Session Threewith
inclusion of Detained & Deported + Film Segment

Flipping

8/14/16- Speaker Event TBD or Immigration Justice
Session Three Catdbp/Recap

8/21/16 - Immigration Justice Session Four

From our Wayside Pulpit, June -P%
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http://uucsj.org/immigration-justice-session-one/
http://uucsj.org/immigration-justice-session-two/
http://uucsj.org/immigration-justice-session-three/
http://uucsj.org/immigration-justice-session-four/
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Becky and Mark Edmistdrange, CéMinisters
1900 Bering Drive Houston, TX, 77057
713782-8250

emersonhouston.org
facebook.com/emersonhouston
twitter.com/emersonhouston

Come Learn What Membership Means at Emerson.

Join Emerson SundayThe Membership Committee welcomes you to a conversation about
Emerson and to sign the membership book if you are ready to join. Meet in the Library at

12:30 pm.Next Class: July 10.

Child care is provided. Please RSVP to the offlnai@emersonhouston.org
at least five days before the event.

Stay Connected! PR News
n n Please send all submissions for the Eblast,
- Order of Service and website weekly by
emersonhouston.org Tuesdays t@r@emersonhouston.org

facebook.com/emersonhouston

twitter.com/emersonhouston
meetup.com/emersonseekers

Next Newsletter deadline is
Tuesday, July 19.
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