
the emersonian 

HOLA! 
  

CALLING ALL INTERESTED PARTY 

VISIONARIESτ food planners, decorators, or-

ganizers, PR people, data enterers AND MORE 

to help plan this party during the next few 

months. 
  

JUST WANT TO WORK THAT NIGHT?  We need 

volunteers then too!!! 
  

BE PART OF THE FUN!  Contact 

auction@emersonhouston.org, or talk to Ruth 

Alkons-Wolinsky, ruthalkons@gmail.com, about 

Ƙƻǿ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ƘŜƭǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Ŧŀōǳƭƻǳǎ 

event.   
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¶ Emerson Justice 

Advocates 

¶ Houston Food Bank 

¶ General Assembly 

Havana NightsúEmerson Auction Gala 

Shaping Our Future 

Thanks to all who shared their ideas and passion during our workshop with Kenn Hurto last 

ƳƻƴǘƘΗ ²Ŝ ƭƻƻƪ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƴŜȄǘ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǎƘŀǇŜ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ- 

¶ Finding our sweet spot: Where Emer-

ǎƻƴΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ƎƛŦǘǎ ƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ƴŜŜŘ 

¶ Focusing our mission: WHY we are here 

and WHOM do we serve 

¶ Adding and recruiting additional staff 

and volunteers to accomplish our mission 
 

²ŜΩƭƭ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 

weeks and months to come. 

Save the Date! 
 

Saturday,  
April 29, 2017  
 

HAVANA  
NIGHTS  
 

Emerson  
2017  
Service  
Auction  
 

Donation and Sponsorship Forms now 
available in The Gathering Place!  

Saturday, March 4, 9 

a.m. ς 12 noon, meet on 

Westwood Porch. Bring 

your clippers, weed-

diggers, rakes, brooms, 

etc. to help brighten up 

our beautiful property. 

Food and beverages will 

be provided.  Free prai-

rie plant identification 

lesson after-

wards.  Contact Ann May 

at ministryforearth 

@emersonhouston.org. 

mailto:auction@emersonhouston.org
mailto:ruthalkons@gmail.com
http://www.emersonhouston.org
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org
mailto:ministryforearth@emersonhouston.org


My new friend, Leila, brought 

me a gift from Iran a few weeks 

ago - a beautiful table cover of 

Northern Iranian hand embroi-

dery.  With its varicolored wool 

thread intricately stitched into 

paisley and leaf designs, it must 

have taken dozens of painstak-

ing, exacting hours.  And yet the finished product exudes 

joy and peace.  I will never know the person who created 

it, but I marvel at the patience involved.  
 

Leila is a young Iranian woman 

who started coming last 

ǎǇǊƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ȅƻƎŀ ŎƭŀǎǎŜǎ LΩǾŜ 

been attending for ten years 

ƴƻǿΦ    [ŜƛƭŀΩǎ ȅƻƎŀ Ƴŀǘ Ƙŀǎ 

taken up residence beside 

mine.  Since my knowledge of 

Farsi is non-existent and her 

understanding of English is limited, we communicate 

mostly with smiles, gestures and hugs.  One of the em-

ployees at the rec center, also Iranian, sometimes trans-

lates for us.   When I told the class that Mark had died, 

Leila did not at first understand, but when the meaning 

of what I had said became clear, tears streamed down 

her face.  The empathy in her hug was unmistakable.  

She is a gentle, caring soul.  
 

At the beginning of January, Leila and her husband went 

back to Iran to visit their parents.  Leila was so excited to 

see her family.  But upon returning to the U.S., because 

ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƴŜǿ ǇǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŜȄŜŎǳǘƛǾŜ ƻǊŘŜǊ ƻƴ ƛƳƳƛƎǊŀƴǘǎ 

ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦǳƎŜŜǎΣ [Ŝƛƭŀ ǿŀǎ ŘŜǘŀƛƴŜŘΦ  [ŜƛƭŀΩǎ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ƛǎ ŀƴ 

American citizen and was allowed to reenter the coun-

try, but Leila, who is a lawful U.S. resident, was taken 

aside to be questioned and her green card was taken 

from her.  She was all alone, terrified, without counsel.  

IŜǊ ƘǳǎōŀƴŘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜǊΦ  [Ŝƛƭŀ 

was held for six hours before she was allowed to go 

through.  She was so traumatized it was days before she 

could return to yoga class.   
 

Leila was detained solely because people from Iran, a 

predominantly Muslim country, are automatically pre-

sumed to pose a threat to U.S. security.  But gentle, car-

ing Leila is no more a threat than I.  
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This executive order is deeply disturbing, as are so many 

ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŀŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ŀǇǇƻƛƴǘƳŜƴǘǎΦ  

It seems there is hardly a Unitarian Universalist principle 

or basic tenet of our U.S. democracy that has not been 

compromised.  Yet I am heartened and uplifted by the 

way people across the religious and political spectrum 

are responding with prayer vigils, protests, petitions, 

marches, etc.  I honestly believe that the weight of the 

resistance is making a difference, motivating our repre-

sentatives to think twice before rubber stamping the 

actions of the administration or ceding defeat prema-

turely. 
 

But resistance can be exhausting!  Just keeping up with 

the news can become a major preoccupation that takes 

a huge emotional toll.  One cannot possibly participate in 

every action, respond to every call to protest.  And yet it 

is hard not to feel the desire and the need to respond.  If 

these first few weeks of the new administration are any 

indication, though, I fear that we are in for a long siege.  

We cannot afford to burn ourselves out in the first few 

months.  We have to find the ways to sustain our efforts 

over the long haul.   
 

We must each exercise discernment about how and 

when we will act, choosing carefully, marshaling our 

time and energy.  And we must remember the vital link 

between social action and spiritual discipline.  We each 

need to cultivate those practices that feed our spirits 

and replenish our souls and thus renew the wellsprings 

of energy and commitment from which we can act.   
 

What we need now is perhaps not unlike the patience 

required to produce a beautiful example of Northern 

Iranian hand embroidery, one stitch at a time.  May our 

spiritual practices be as disciplined so that we will have 

the stamina to persist.  May they be of such a depth that 

they yield acts of similar dedication in the service of joy 

and peace. 
 

In faith and affection, 

Revels 

Polly Delaney's Memorial Service 
Polly Delaney, a charter member of Emerson, died peacefully 

on Friday, January 27, at the age of 96. 

There will be a memorial service for Polly at Emerson on 

Saturday, March 18 at 2 p.m. 



Typical  Sunday Schedule 

ф !a 9Lh wŜƘŜŀǊǎŀƭ  ω фΥпр !a tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ /ƘƛƭŘŎŀǊŜ .ŜƎƛƴǎ    

мл !a !Řǳƭǘ 9Ř ŀƴŘ YƛŘǎΩ !ŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎ  ω  мм !a ²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ  ω  ммΥмр !a YƛŘǎΩ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ  
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Sunday Morning Schedule 

10:00 a.m., Room 205/206 

Adult Education 

March 5Υ ά.ŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ LƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ - tŀǊǘ мέΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŀȅτIf we 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŀƎŜΣ ǿŜ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ƛƳƳƻǊǘŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ Řƻ ŀƎŜΦ Why does 

aging occur? 

 

March 12Υ ά.ŀǊǊƛŜǊ ǘƻ LƳƳƻǊǘŀƭƛǘȅ - tŀǊǘ нέΣ 5ŀǾƛŘ aŀȅτHow 

does aging occur? 

 

March 19: Victoria Rusk, Criminal Law Mitigation Specialistτ

Crime touches all our lives--anyone may be accused of a crime, 

know the accused, or serve on jury duty. Mitigation gets to 

the why behind a crime, helping jurrors and DAs to work 

for fair and appropriate punishments.  

 

March 26Υ wŀƴŘȅ tŀǊǘŀƛƴΣ ά[ƛǾƛƴƎ ¸ƻǳǊ ±ŀƭǳŜǎέΦ 
 

Eager to learn more? Check our e-blast each Wednesday. 

Please join us on Sundays for worship service. 

Rev. Becky Edmiston-Langeτ²ƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ .ƛƎ 5Ŝŀƭ ŀōƻǳǘ .ŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎΚ 

In a way unimaginable a decade ago, the topic of gender identity has entered the political arena.  While 
some people are obsessed about who gets to use which restroom, larger issues of acceptance and justice 
come into play.  

MAR  
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Rev. Becky Edmiston-LangeτHow to Love this World 

aŀǊȅ hƭƛǾŜǊ ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƘŜǊ ǇƻŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ άǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ƻƴŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴ ς Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  YŜȅ ǘƻ 
that endeavor may be rediscovering our place in nature and restoring a sense of sacred balance.  

MAR  

19  

Rev. Kathleen EllisτWinds of Change 

Already this Spring we have seen variable winds, from calm to 174 mph straight line winds. Life can be 

volatile like that, too. Combined with a range of personal traits we have an infinite number of ways to ef-

fect change. Climate change, political upheaval, spiritual growth, and intellectual challenge are a few of the 

ways we have been blown in multiple directions. How can each of us harness unique power to "be the 

change we want to see"? 

MAR  

12  

Rev. Becky Edmiston-LangeτModern Day Pharaoh 

What could this ancient Biblical story possibly have to teach us about life in the United States in 2017?  It 
Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ǳǎ ǘƘŀƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ŜǊŀ ƻŦ άƻǘƘŜǊƛǎƳέ ŀƴŘ ƘŀǘŜΦ 

MAR  

26  

Wdrsvnnc H`kk Rd-jdxdc 
Because so many people 

have had a key to West-

wood Hall through the 

years, it has become 

impossible to be confi-

dent of securing that 

building.  On Tuesday, February 28, those doors 

were re-keyed; clearly, if you currently have a key 

to Westwood Hall, it will be worthless.  Contact 

Karen in the office if you need access to West-

wood Hall that date and in the future! 
 

ΧŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƴŀƛƴ ŘƻƻǊǎ ǘƻ 5ŜƭŀƴŜȅ Iŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜπ

codedτdate to be determined.  With all their 

current use, we need to ensure that our facilities 

remain secure.  Again, Karen will be the person to 

contact when the new code is changed. 



Who can I count on? 
A joy shared is a joy multiplied. And a sorrow shared is a sorrow divided. 
 

9ŀŎƘ ǘƛƳŜ ƻǳǊ /ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ /ƘŀǇŜƭ ƳŜŜǘǎΣ ǿŜ ŘǊƻǇ Ǝƭŀǎǎ ōŜŀŘǎ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻǿƭ ƻŦ ǿŀπ
ter, sharing the joys and sorrows of our lives. Last month we acted out the 
quote above, joy a balloon we puffed more air into; sorrow a hunk of playdoh, 
broken into more manageable chunks. 
 

Sweet serendipity--the full congregation sang Lean On Me that day, as our 
chapel focused on the people we turn to in times of celebration and sadness, 
in our triumphs and our struggles. 
 

I asked the children to use their fingers to list these support people - literally, who can they count on? They named 
family members, of course, and friends, people at school and at church, and their pets who listen so attentively. We 
took some time to consider how we thank them for their help, support them when we can (this looks different when 
you're five years old), and remember to share the good times, too. 
 

As we left the worship circle and moved to our art station, each child traced their hand and labeled each finger - one 
creative soul even drew portraits on each fingerprint. 
 

A few children mentioned that they had so many people that they needed 
more than one hand - and they might even need to count their toes, too! 
One creative drawing featured a hand with twelve fingers.  
 

As adults we might spend more time thinking about all the people who 
depend on us, but regardless of our age or station, we all need support 
networks. 
 

I urge you to do this little exercise (hand-tracing optional) - take a few 
minutes to sit in silence and consider- who are your cheerleaders? Who 
can you call on when you need someone to listen, to help out, to remind 
ȅƻǳ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƭƻǾŜŘΚ ²ƘƻΩǎ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ WǳǎǘƛŎŜ [ŜŀƎǳŜΚ   
 

Katy Carpman 
Director of Religious Education 
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We extend heartfelt condolences to the family of Dan Rigney, whose mother died on 
January 29 at the age of 92, and to the family of Lester Landis whose mother died on 
February 9 at the age of 81. 
 

We are thinking about Lester Landis and his family in addition because Lester is 
fighting a severe bone infection in his toes. 
 

Our prayers for healing and wholeness go out to Betty Coffman who is recovering 
from a fall while in Mexico which resulted in broken ribs and a punctured lung; to 
Robin McElfresh who fell in Houston, which resulted in a severe fracture of her 
upper arm; and to Barbara Elmore as she recovers from dental surgery. 
 

We also send healing thoughts to Elspeth Davis and wish her well as she recovers 
from surgery.  
 

               Tim Lawrence is recovering at home after back surgery. 
 

Congratulations to Robby Nunez for being selected as Employee of the Month at the Montrose Center. Way to go 
Robby! 

Wheel of Life 



 

March Share-the-PlateúThe Womenüs Home 

The Women's Home (The Home) was established in 1957 and built around a mission to help women in crisis regain 
their self-esteem and dignity, and empower them to return to society as productive individuals. Its programs provide 
housing and support services to women and families who are homeless or on the verge of homelessness.  

  

Lƴ aƻƴǘǊƻǎŜΣ ¢ƘŜ IƻƳŜΩǎ ǘǊŜŀǘƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ Ƙŀǎ рл ōŜŘǎ ŀƴŘ ƻŦŦŜǊǎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ǳǇ ǘƻ му 
months of holistic support. In Spring Branch, The Home owns and operates an 87-unit apartment community which 
offers permanent supportive housing specializing in women-centered services. Women with children are one of the 
fastest growing homeless populations in the nation, and, in response to this problem, The Home has recently ex-
panded its existing Spring Branch facility--recently opening Adele and Ber Pieper Family Place apartment complex to 
provide permanent, supportive housing to low-income families and to families who have experienced homelessness in 
the Houston area. Forty units within the complex have been allocated especially for families who have chronic histo-
ries of homelessness.  On-site case workers work with all tenants to help them locate the services they need to main-
tain housing and increase their overall stability including educational programs, health care services, and other sup-
port service resources throughout the community.  https://www.thewomenshome.org/ 
  

CǳƴŘǎ ƎŀǘƘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƳƻƴǘƘΩǎ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ōȅ ¢ƘŜ ²ƻƳŜƴΩǎ IƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳƳƛƴƎ 
to families residing at Adele and Ber Pieper Family Place including case management, educational tutoring, basic 
needs assistance, and enrichment programming. Thank you for considering a generous contribution. 

  

75% of the collection will go to these programs and the remaining 25% will go to our standing recipient, Meals on 
Wheels. 
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We received $307.25 from 

Amazon during 2016. Emer-

son receives about 4% re-

bated when shoppers use 

our special hyperlink to 

browse Amazon.com. 

¦ǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭ ά!ƳŀȊƻƴ 

ŦƻǊ 9ƳŜǊǎƻƴέ ƭƛƴƪ ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ 

bottom of every e-blast. 

Details about Amazon, ran-

dalls and other rebates are 

at: http://

emersonhouston.org.giving

-overview/donate-while-

you-shop/ 

Emerson Helping Hands is a new program designed to 

help us help each other. The idea is to facilitate meeting those short 
term physical needs that occur when a church member has surgery, 
a new child, experiences, a loss, or any of the myriad of events that 
happen during our lives. 
We are signing up volunteers to make that happen. We need to sign 

up members who are interested in being contacted via text or email when there is a 
need. Some examples of the kinds of things we will be doing for each other are: 
bringing a meal, providing a ride somewhere, or minor home repairs.  The text will 
contain a link that will direct you to more information on the type of need and all the 
details and you can decide if is something you can help with and if so sign up. 
YŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ŏƻƻƪ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀ ƳŜŀƭΦ Wǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ŜƭǎŜ ƛǎ ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŦƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ŘƛƴƴŜǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƳŀƧƻǊ 
energy saver. After surgery, reaching up to change a light bulb can be counter indi-
cated. It is our hope that although we are all so very busy, the use of technology here 
will allow us to reach-in towards each other in times of joy and times of needτ
Strengthening the bonds of our Beloved Community.  
¢ƻ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǇ Ǿƛŀ ǘŜȄǘΣ ǘŜȄǘ άŜƳƘƘέ ǘƻ умлмлΦ  
To sign up via email, send an email from your preferred email address to 
emhh@mail.remind.comΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎǳōƧŜŎǘ ƭƛƴŜ Ŏŀƴ ōŜ ƭŜŦǘ ŜƳǇǘȅΦ Wǳǎǘ Ǉǳǘ άǎƛƎƴ ƳŜ ǳǇέ ƛƴ 
the body and hit send.  
 

You will receive an email confirming you have joined. Follow the link in that email to 
complete your sign up with Remind. 
 

The Remind platform is geared towards education but free (and completely fine) for 
anyone to use so they will ask you what you are: teacher, student, administrator, or 
parent. Choosing either parent or student will be fine. 
 

From there you just follow the directions on the screen to complete sign up. 

https://www.thewomenshome.org/
http://emersonhouston.org.giving-overview/donate-while-you-shop/
http://emersonhouston.org.giving-overview/donate-while-you-shop/
http://emersonhouston.org.giving-overview/donate-while-you-shop/
http://emersonhouston.org.giving-overview/donate-while-you-shop/
mailto:emhh@mail.remind.com

